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Hiſtory, the author was induced, by the nature of 
dis ſubject, to viſit the: duchy of Mecklenburg, which; 
in ſome meaſure, retarded the proſecution of the work. 

1 | Upon a review of his materials for the ſecond volume, 
mee appeared to be ſcanty: and defective; and from 
that time he became ſenſible of the expediency of a 
e ve to Germany, in order to explore new ſources, 
15 and to purſue his inquiries at the fountain-head. This 
5 expedition Was attended with the defired ſucceſs; he 
met with 4 moſt polite reception at the courts of Stre- 
litz and Schwerin; he had free acceſs.” to the ducal 
archives and records, as well as frequent opportunities 
of converſing with the literati, whereby he acquired 
ſuch new lights, as enabled him to diſpel the clouds 
5 uncertainty, and to fill up the vacant ſpaces that oc. 
curred in ſome dark parts of his hiſtory. That noble 
patron of learning, baron Dewitz, miniſter to the duke of 
Mecklenburg: Strelitz, diſtinguiſhed himſelf on this oc- 
caſion, and Was greatly inſtrumental in procuring bim 
; a.\ freſh. ſupply of literary intelligence. Count Baſſe- 
5 Witz, miniſter to the duke of Mecklenburg- Schwerin, 
alſo favoured him with papers of conſequence. M. 
Spinus, profeſſor of philoſophy at the univerſity of 
Fs 5 Butzow, freely communicated ſuch curious and valu- 
able Pieces, I a8 he jud ged any way capable of con- 
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INC E the publication of the firſt volume of this - 


* 


tributing to the improvement of the. Hiſtory: of Van- 7 8 
dalia. NI. Zur-neddin, ſegretary to the regency. of 
schwerin, made him a prefept of His learned Hiſtory 

of Roſtock : the reverend and i ingenious. M. Buckholtz, - 


ſent him his elaborate | Hiſtory, of Brandenburg, with 


which that of Mecklenburg has a conſiderable connexion; 
and ſeveral other gentlemen, whoſe. candour. and huma- : 
nity are equal ta their extenſive erudition, contributed to 
_ direc him in the arrangement of his 0005 * they 

did not enrich his original ſtock, — 

So polite a a reception, and ſo generous a Mendy 
made the author ample amends for the hardſhip and 
fatigues be underwent in his return from Mecklen- 


burg in the depth of winter, apd for the danger to 


which he expoſed himſelf at that rude feaſbn, in croſt- 


ing the Zuyder-ſea . Having laid in ſuch a ftock of 


new materials, he found himſelf under a neceſſity of 
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altering his plan, and dividing the Hiſtory of Vanda - 


ha into three volumes. The work, by becoming thus 


more extenſive, will, he flatters himſelf, affard 'a greater 
variety, and a richer” fund of entertainment to the 
public, chan it could poffibly have given, if confined 
within a narrower compaſs, At the ſame time the 
reader is deſired to recollect, that this is not the Hiſtory 


of the- illuſtrious houſe of Mecklenburg alone, but 


comprizes that of the whole country, known in the | 


% 


middle ages by the name of Vandalia ; and, of con- 


ſequence, includes all tranſactions relative to the Hanſe 
towns, with a great Part of the Daniſh and Swediſh | 


„ The author. has relies full peg of hs wu 6 puedes, to hich © 
he refers the reader. 
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uo ts, "ith the ” Akane” 5 Rea 4 TY a ina 
| centuries. Thus che. hiffory of Albert, "OE of Swe- 
den, id the prefent volume,” confaters L deini-6f Events 
the melt intereſting to tho two northern” Ringe 

and part{ewlafly” the memorable revalution in 1 445 
when that unfortunate prince was firipped of his Hown 
by à female rival, the celebrated. Margaret Waldemar, 
furhamed the Semiramis of che North, The author, in. 
chüis enlarging His Plau, foumtt His labour greatty Tri 
| creaſed 3 but ſtill may. truly fay, labor i ipſe yoluptas:, he 
proceeded with alacrity, encouraged by the favourable 
reception which the public, and eſpecially. the Biterati of 
Mecklenburg, have been pleaſed to give to his firſt vo- 
lume. If any thing could flatter his vanity, it is a 
| moſt polite letter which he received from the 
reverend and very learned Mr. Maſch, ſuperintendant 
of Strelitz, acquainting him that he is now employed 
in tranſlating the Hiſtory of Vandalia into German, by 
order of his ſerene highneſs the duke of Mecklenburg- 
Strelitz. The author cannot reſiſt the temptation of 
tranſcribing ſo honourable a. teſtimony, as it gratifies 
His ambition to the height, the ambition of pleaſing 
thoſe, whe are doubtleſs the beſt 22 the arduouſ- 
* of Kis ee 


* * * 
27 | | 
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P. 8. This 2 volume books with the . of Pribiflaus. 
in 1167, and concludes at the memorable æra of the reformation in 
1517. The third volume, containing the hiſtory of the thirty years 
war, of the treaty of Weſtphalia, and of the two reigning branches 


of Schwerin and Strelitz, will be "> next winter U to which will 
be prefixed a liſt of the ſubſcribers, 
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Extract. of 3 letter from the reverend and very. learned ſuperint 
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| Dodd viro Thome Nugent, « P. D. Andreas Gotlicb.; Maſch. 


1 , Lirteris re proſequor, vir doctiſume, .quamvis trans mare tranſvola - 
veris, non immemor- amicitiæ, qua me dignatus es, Cum inter noſtrates 
 viveres, alienigena quidem, fed in rebus noſtris verſatiſſimus, , rerumque . 
noſtrarum judex perſpicaciſimus. A |; | 

——Jam juſſu ſereniffimi Domini. noſtri, in eo allaboro ut kiſtoriam 
Mecklenburgieam, quam tu Anglice ſeripſiſti, noſtratibus veſte Ger- 
manica indutam ad legendum tradam. Monumentum ere perennius | 
exegiſti; & inter nos notum erit omuiibus,” quanta cura et judicio res 
 Mecklenburgeoles Pert U faveque tibi deditiflimo. F 
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act. Mz CKLBNBURG in 11 67, to the acceſſion of 
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| u E Sh period of our. h] 


26 opens with an extra- 
ordinary and amazing feone, the h e reſtoration of an an- 
| Client. line of Princes, who had: deen e 
zich 8 ſtripped; of their" hereditary” pofſedfons,” and 
forced. to fly. for ſhelter to a foreign prince's- :dominions..” This 


„ %- 


reſtoration is brought about, when leaſt. expedted, by.the' very 


hand *that dethroned. the royal family” of the Obotrites:” For- 


tune ſcemg.to haye exerted herſelfalternately in perſecuting and 
protecting. theſe. princes... After 5570 bad ie long Iaboured unter 
the calamities of inteſfine-war, Fram the emulous faction of the 
Ruglans, they. Had ftilf the formidable power of the Saxons to 
contend with, headed. by: 3 hero who filled all Germany with 
the terror c bis arms... pe et an. extraordinary. intervention of 


ed by 2 reli- | 


Providence/enabled them to weather oüt this dreadful term; 


and not valy were they preſerved from ruin, but recovered: the 
greateſt part of their ancient dominions, which to this day are 
roi by the deſcendants of the 9 Pribiſlauus. 
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Depeplatio of t ehe country of the — 2 of Saxons intre-- 
' duced by Henry. the Lion, which gives riſe to new cuſtoms, 


Manners, language, religion, and laws. 
ened 


5 A 


trites was intirely abandoned to the me 


according to the common, tho perhaps 


conquetors, deprived of all paſts and Bonours, and condemned. 
to Which the peaſants of Mecklenburg 


to the ſtate of vaſſalage, 
_ we ſtill ſabject. 


by 


The reaſon aſhgned 


rity of their 


from the prejudices of bigotry 
the pealants of that country | 
number are of the ſame Saxon © 


rſt as ta oblige many of the Vencdic 


e was e or um of the Saxons. | 
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4 confederacy of the princes of the empire, reftares 
- Pribifiays to his 1 3 4 Conditions of that mel. 


FTER it had pleaſed the Supreme Diſpoſer of empires 

to put an end to the ancient kingdom of the Venedi, by 
the fatal ee at Dimmin in 1164, the country of the Obo- ' 
rey, or rather wanton 
| barbarity, of the enemy. Henry the Lion, whoſe conduct on 
occaſions had been ſeaſoned with humanity, proceeded with 
great ſeverity in extirpating thoſe Vened? Who >” profelle&the 
— Pagans religian. The cruekties exercifed Hy his Pliers om that 
miſerable people, have been hinted at in the cloſe of the pre- 
eeding volume. Even the few that embraced Chriſtianity 


Henry the Lion threat 8 


ere, | 
impolitic, cuſtom of : 


the Saxons for enfla- 


. ring thoſe unhappy people was, that 2 doubted of the fince- : 
converſion ; fo that the vaſſalage h f 
boors of chat country is. derived from no purer a ſource, than, 
and ſuperſtition. . Not chat at 
are of Venedic extraction ; a'great _ ö 
riginat as the nobility 
 burghers; yet when their anceſtors were. tranſplanted into"thoſ=. 
parts, they muſt have ſubmitted to be upon | | 
the Venedic baors, who tilled thoſe lands before them. But it ie. 
not at all improbable, that this yoke,” which was ſs heavy at 


of the prefent 


and | 
the ſame footing as: 


peaſants to quit their 


: Fs, my 


a5 


porate g communities. The lands. were diſtributed among thoſe 
officers who had ſerved under Henry, and who in the ancient 


tranſplantation; and 
children, muſt have remained, who 1 


population, and it was completed by Pribiſlaus and his fons 


G 0 AN DAA . 


Tur country being thus Jepapulated by the perfection of 
the Venedi, Henry the Lion invited new inhabitants from F 


Among theſe the country was divided in ſuch a manner, that 


; the ſame diſtinction of ranks or conditions Was obſerved as in 


Saxony. The towns were afligned to ſuch as had lived in cor- 


manuſcripts have no higher appellation than Milites or Miniſte- 
riales Homines: theſe are the Teutonic, or new-cteated nobi- 


lity. Yet this, was not effected in ſuch a manger, but as well 


among the nobility as the citizens there are ſeveral of Venedic 


extraction: for it is hardly poſſible there could be 4 total 
great numbers, elpecially of women and 
afterwards 
Ia regard: to the 


with the Saxons and other new adventurers®, 


burghers, it became a common practioe in after-times for pea« 


ſants to get rid of their ſervitude by manumiſſion or otherwiſe, 


and to ſettle in towns, where they were made free of ſome cor- 


poration. Beſides, it is very certain chat the Venedi who at- 
tcnded Pribiſlaus at the time of his exile, and returned with him 
at his reſtoration, were diſtributed among the towns, which 
he wanted to repeople ; for Henry the Lion only began this new 


As to the Venedic nobility, ſeveral of them preſerved theis 


eſtates, either by being reſtored together with Pribiſlaus, or by 


voluntary ſubmiſſion to the Saxon-conguesor. The two illuſ- 
trious families of Pritzbur and Gamme are well known to be of 
the ancient Venedic blood; their anceſtors, to their immortal 
renown. having ſacrificed their lives in the cauſe of their ſove- 
reigus. With reſpect: to the nobility of Saxon original, there 


* doubtleſs ſome of more ancient extraction than others; but 


This, however, muſt has bene ile difficulty at fire; for Cranzius 
42 that the new adventurers, Saxons, Frifians, &c. had ſuch an averſion to 


the Venedi, r 
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Colonies of 25 
Saxons and OO | 


Saxony, Weſtphalia, Friſeland, and other parts of Germany. be 


thas country. 5 
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New reli- 


| 1 this period! Among thoſe few we 

mily of Pleſſe, which'is' deſcended from à Saxon' nobleman, 
._ , whom Helmoldus calls by the name of Pleſſe. This nobleman 

ſerved under Henry in the Venedie war, where he loſt two bro- 

- thers, and for his extraordinary 


_ work of a few years; 


with farther privilege 


De OT! 


— 


1 1 * 1 14 1 7 
few can gite proofs of their nobility, that "aſcend Higher than 


fervices received a particular 
png of lands, Which are ſtill poſſeſſed by his deſcendants . 
Tux new inhabitants of Mecklenburg introduced a new lan- 


very little alteration in 


veſtiges of it, exdept ine a few obſcure villages, where the Vene- 
die and Teutonic are iſeuouſly uſed. But it is not to be 
imagined, that this total alteration of their language was the 
; on the contrary, it muſt have been #confi- 
derable time, ſome centuries eb before the Teutonic 


eould intirely expel the Schvonie kk. 
r Tbieligion fitrbtaced was Chritinity, as then prend by 


Henry and all his ſubjects. The biſhopries of Ratzeburg and 
Mecklenburg or e were then enlarged, and confirmed 


came vacant eighty years, 2. 2 was at lengtk reſtored by Hartwie 
archbiſhop of Hamburg. The city of Mecklenburg having 
been ſoon after raſed to the Freund, the third biſhop removed 


his Tee to Schwerin; and, properly ſpeaking, this biſhopric was 


not founded till 117%, When Henry the Lion obtained the con- 
e, of this eftabliſhment- from the hn red 5 The 'Biſhop< 


unde, Baade. bear, cler, Latomus origines Plefface, alan 
nel Pleſſiae. x 


benebeln de red Sur. ae Pomer kw Lean, Friſch Programs on 


b Kb bear i 


' miviſt feckom the nobie fa- 


The biſhopric of Schweris had been 
driginally founded by king Godeſcaleus in the*city*of Meck- 
lenburg; but upon the inhuman murder of that prince it be- 
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; gusge, new religion, and new laws. The language which by 
Henry's authority was eſtabliſhed over all the province, was his 
native dlalect, which ſtill obtains with 
Lower Saxony. This is the Plat Deutſche; or Low Dutch. The 

Venedi who were incotporated with the new adventurers, by 

degrees loſt their own language; ſo that at preſent there are no 
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| ct Ratzeburg had been likewiſe firſt erected by king Godeſ- 
calcus; but having been vacant ſome tinge, in conſequence of the 
- diſturbances of that country, it was reſtored in 1 154 by Henty 
the Lion, who endowed it in 11 8, and confirmed its privi- 
leges and e in 1 WT OY vs was of the 1 
Frederick 1. by 
Iv regard to —. new . they: were FA we 060 at that New laws. 
time in Saxony: this does not imply that the ancient cuſtoms 
were all at once aboliſhed ; for even after the reſtotation of Pri- 
biſlaus, the Venedic rights or laws were long intermixed with 
thoſe of Saxony. And although the new adyenturers conform- | WEE þ 
ed to; of rather retained, the Saxon cuſtoms, yet Pribiſtaus and 4 4 
his followers, after the reſtoration, might not fo readily com- | 
ply with rights and laws to which they were utter ſtrangers. 
By theſe Saxon rights or laws we do not mean the civil law, 
which it is true had already paſſed the Alps, but had not obtain- 
ed the force and vigour of law); neither do we mean the rights 
and. privileges which were afterwards granted by the ſovereign DER 
to ſome of the cities, under the title of Laws of Lubeck 
or Schwerin; but we mean thoſe cuſtoms and laws which obtain- 
eld in general among the Saxons, and are treated of at large by 
thoſe who have written de Jure Saxonico. We muſt not however 
exclude Pribiſlaus, as a legiſlator, upon his return from exile; 
nay, it may ſafely be affirmed, that moſt 10 the new regulations 
were made or confirmed by that. prince From theſe Saxon f 
laws and the Venedic cuſtoms was the Jus Libicenſe and Sueri= _ i 
nenſe, or the law of Lubeck and Schwerin, compiled. It is in- 
deed the common opinion, that the law of Schwerin was made 
by duke Henry and count Gunzelinus, for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the city of Schwerin; but that the law of Lubeck 
Was due to Henry alone, who ordered it to Be compiled for 
- the city of Lubeck. But although this opinion may be right 
un regard to, the law, of Schwerin, and Henry may have 
RO ſome privileges and franchiſes to , uy of n 
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1167. 
Succeſſes of 
Henry the 
Lion. 


; : 


fayour of the exiled king Pribiſlaus II. who was. reſtored by 
| |! Up ig ae wn EA The cauſe of ſo extreordi- 


buted between thoſe; two princes. Thus Henry was become 
the moſt powerful - ſovereign in Germany. Beſides the two 


| who were jealous of his oyer-grown power. The principal of 
| theſe wore the archbiſhops of Magdeburg and Cologne, the 


OR TA E HT 8 1 0 R Bert . 
33s properly ſpeaking. che complete codex. of the laws of Lu- 


than to Henry the Lion 
ff ay ok yer 
When, contrary to all expectation, a ſudden revolution enſued in 


nary an event deſerves. a particular explanation. 
/ Hzwny the Lion was now arrived at the higheſt pitch , 
perity. As ſoon as the Venedi were ſubdued, he had a confer» 
ence at Lubeck with Waldemar king of Denmerk. in which a 


ſpective dominions. In virtue of this treaty the king agreed to 
pay a ſubſidy to Heary, far defending his ſubjeQts 
incurſions of the Venedi. It was likewiſe ſtipulated, that the 
tribute from the. conguered provinces ſhould be equally diftri- 


duchies of Bavaria and Saxony, and the rich patrimony of the 


emperor Lotharius, he had inherited ſeveral other great poſle(- 


ſions, as thoſe of Herman de Winzeburg, Sifrid of Hamburg. 
Otho, de. Aſſe, and the county of Stade, Which became 
vacant by the deceaſe of Hartwick I. archbiſhop of Bremen, 
the laſt count of that family. He likewiſe had ſome pretenſions 


to Friſcland, and was ready. to aſſert them by force of arms 


but the inhabitants compounding with him for a n 


ſum, he withdrew his troops from their frontier +. 


Sucu a ſeries of ſucceſſes procured this prince many « enemies,” 


- biſhop of Hildeſheim, the landgrave of Thuringia, the margrave 


93 


A geßtem Fragments Juris Zwerinenſis in WeſtphaP's firſt part of Monum. Germ. 
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treaty was ſigned by chaſe princes, for the advantage of their re- 
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ener the prines of Rabatte, ad the count of OL | 


| n rupture. 
n which afforded thoſe princes an 
 firengthen their confederacy, till at length they broke ont into 


a civit War. The emperor was not ignorant of the forming of 
this alliance, but took 10 pains to ſtifle it; for Henry's ſacceffes 
| had given him umbrage, and he looked 


conſiderable army, and quartered numerous garrifons in the for- 


flaus, whem he knew to be a 


ov IN DA E 1 


denhurg. 


They bad all caballed againft bim # confiderable 


time; ef e preſence prevented theit coming to an 


is year Frederick undertook his fourth expe- 
opportunity to 


upon that prince as al- 
ready grown too powerful for a fübject. He therefore reſolved 


to reduce the revolted towns in Italy, while the confederate 


princes \ were weakenin ; bs one another 2 þ civil ens in Ser- 


157 * oo 4 


Hunny beheld e im: dag res, being thornghty ac 


7 with tke machinations of his enemies. In order 


therefore to 


put himſelf into a poſture of defence, he raiſed a 


tified towns throughout. his dominions. The old fortreſſes were 
repaired, and new ones erected. He likewiſe took care to fee 
his troops well difciplined, and appointed officers of the greateſt 
experience to command the frontiers. | Yet he was fenſible of 
the ſtrength of the tonfederates ; and apprehending teſt Pribi- 
prince of invincible fortitude, 

ſhould avail himſelf of theſe circumſtances to excite freſh diftur- 
bances; knowing moreover that the dukes of Pomerania, the 
near relations of Pribiſlaus, would endeavour once more to re- 


inſtate him, and even that all the confederates would j join in the 


farne cauſe; he thought it prudent to reſtore the exited prince to- 


Bis dominions, and to make a good neighbour and ally of an 


iveterate foe, by an extras 


and moderation.” Inſpired therefore by theſe prudent and gene- 


rous ſentiments, he concluded a treaty with Pribiflaus, by 


which that prince was again reſtored to all his paternal domi- 


5 n OR. 
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_ mons, except Stargard, which was ceded to the margrare of 


Albert the Bear had been *** "pink Pibillaus, but became his bitter rival 


exertion of magnanimity 
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5 randenburg! Schwerin and Ratzeburg: Which were ſettled 
upon their own. counts; - Wagria, which. was granted to the 2 
counts of Holſtein ; and ſome Aiſtricts of land that were beftow- 
e on the biſhopries of Mecklenburg (afterwards Schwerin) 
Conditions and Ratzeburg. The conditions of this treaty were, That Pri- 
| of the treaty biſlaus ſhould: defend and protect the Chriſtian religion, which 
| lad been lately introduced into that country ; ſhould ſuffer the 
| | "biſhops, prelates, counts, knights, and other inhabitants to 
5 remain unmoleſted in their new poſſeſſions and privileges; and 
laſtly, ſhould enter into a cloſe alliance of amity and friendibip 
with the Saxons, eſpecially with thoſe RAE: were _ to * 
S Ir is F, believed: that 0 e of this 5 wh, 
. that Pribiſlaus ſhould embrace the Chriſtian religion ; and that 
9 in virtue of this ſtipulation he was baptized at Luneburg in 
50 1167. in the e St. Michael: yet there are ſome doubts 
in regard to the time of this prince's converſion; but the moſt 
probable opinion is, gut b.. embraced e n his 


= 
bz 


G4 


| exile in Pomerania. 

; * he ANorRER e e e by ene” ee is, 1 
bets ah. Pribiſlaus Was obliged to renounce the regal ; title. But 
oo utle of Henry, in all probability, never dreamt of ſuch a condition, 

F | fince the proper: appellation by which the Venedic kings were 
diſtinguiſhed by their own ſubjects, was, as we have elſewhere 
obſerved, either that of Kiroll or Karoll, as much as . to-ſay; 

Lord; or that of Knees Weliki, which ſignifies Great Prince: the 

former ſeems to have been the expreſſion uſed in addreſſing their 

ſovereign, as our Sire; the other his full title. We may there 

| fore more reaſonably conclude, that. Pribiſlaus and his ſucceſſors 
dro} pped the latter Nile of Great Prince of their own- accord, 
1 5 they ceaſed to haye any power or jurifdiftion over the other 
| princes of the Venedi; yet they retained. the former, and. tiled © 
wmeqſelves in Latin Dominos, which anſwers. to. the. Teng 
word Kiroll, and Was. ſufficient to remind them of their ancient 
ſovereignty. The ſame may be ſaid of the title Knees, - which 

| "likewiſe denotes 4 great lord or prince; "whence prince John 

Eo "hk * Knees ch And by this nile of Knees or Falles 


we. 
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we'ſhall diſtinguiſh the rein ſovereigns of this family, from | 


the reſtoration of Pribiflaus to the reign or Albert I. when 
: they became dukes of Mecklenburg. | 
Tux hiſtorians of Luneburg and Brdnfwick, and even a ſane 
others, mention another condition of this reſtoration, viz. that 
Pribiſlaus ſhould yield homage to Henry and his ſucceſſors. 
This they pretend to prove by a paſſage from Helmoldus, lib. 2. 


cap. 7: Where this hiſtorian ſays, Et fecit Pribiſlaus duci 


* (Henrico) et amicis ſuis ſecuritatem fidelitatis.— Stare ſeili- 
« cet ad mandatum ipfius, et obſervare oculos amicorum ejus.“ 
The whole argument is drawn from the word mandatum, by 
which they underſtand the order or command of a perſon in- 
veſted with ſuperior authority. But, in the opinion of other 
writers, the above word implies no more than a recommenda- 
tion from one ally to another. This appears from another paſ- 
ſage ont of the ſame hiſtorian, where he ſays that Henry (man- 
daverit) recommended it to the princes of Pomerania, who at 
that time were undiſputed ſovereigns, or at leaſt were not vaſ- 
ſals to Henry the Lion, to make war againſt the Rugians. In 
ſhort, it is a vague and indefinite term, uſed by a monkiſh wri- 
ter to expreſs the ſupetior power and weight of his Saxon hero. 
Ptibiſlaus might therefore have entered into ſuch an alliance 
with Henry, as to be ready at all times to affiſt that prince, and 


to execute any truſt he would pleaſe to repoſe in him; yet we 


Join with thoſe learned writers, who are of opinion, that Pri- 
biſlaus was in every reſpect as independent on duke Henry, 
and Perhaps on the whole empire, after his aſſumption of the i 
title of prince, as he had been when in poſſeſſion of the regal 
dignity. Our reaſons for this opinion are as follow: 1. Be- 
cauſe the mere reſtoring a perſon to his poſſeſſions, of which 
he had been tripped, does not imply any vaſſalage ; otherwiſe 
- Helmoldus would have expreſſed it in plain terms by the word 
feudum, or vaſſallagium, or vaſfallus. 2. It cannot be proved, 
that after the reſtoration of Pribiſlaus, either Henry or his ſuc- 


 ceflors ever exerciſed any act of ſovereignty in Mecklenburg, or 


received any homage from the princes of that name, who 
were ever conſidered by their neighbours as free and indepen- 


% -- dent. 


dente. 3. nnn ah Hadhthbns: 
fore the time of Pribiflans, notwithſtanding, they were often 


obliged to pay tribute, ever yielded homage, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
to a foreign prince. 4. The princes of Mecklenburg always 


acted as a free and independent power, concluded 1 


declared war, made peace, and performed every other act of 
ſovercignty, without ever meeting with oppoſition from Lune- 
burg or any other quarter. 5. Henry's ſucceſſors made no ſort 
of oppoſition, when the . princes of Mecklenburg ſubjected 
_ themſelves and their country to the emperor of Germany, and 
accepted of a feat and vote in the college of prince. 
Somr. there are who do not pretend to make Pribiſlaus a 
vaſſal in regard to Henry, but inſiſt on his having been under a 
kind of nexus or federal obligation; but with theſe we ſhall not 
iſpute, ſince both hiſtory and reaſon evince, that on the 
fide of Pribiſlaus, there muſt have been every obligation ariſing 
from gratitude and friendſhip. All we deny is, any nexus of 
vaſſalage or feudal dependance. And if the princes of Meck- 
lenburg had been under any ſuch ſubjection at this period of 
time, it muſt have been in regard to the German empire, which 
indeed might have ſome reaſon to form a of that na» 
ture. But upon the moſt diligent inquiry we never could dif 
cover that any of thoſe princes yielded homage to the empire, 
before the time of Albert I. If in proceſs of time they 
came to exerciſe a more limited. authority, this proceeds 
from quite another 'cauſe, partly from the privileges with . 
which 1 0 themſelves gradually favoured their ſubjects, and 
partly Ke ſtipulated conditions of peace, but not from any | 
feudal dependence. Hence we may conclude, that the firſt 
princes after the reſtoration were poſſeſſed of an unlimited pow- 
er, till the Rates of the province gradually obtained either by 
voluntary grant or by acquieſcence, the privileges which they 
now enjoy. This however is certain, that moſt of the ancient 
privileges of the nobility of Mecklenburg may be dated from 
4 the preſent period; and that they were afterwards enlarged by 


Except, however, the thort time that bis ſon Henry Burevinus, and other 
prince of Lower Saxony, were under the Daniſh . 


2 Henry 


Chap. a Or F. v * N D LI A. 


Henry Burevinus II. in return for the loyalty and zeal of thoſe, 
Sen en rp g ee mne 71 
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e U. prince if MicHhnburg, rey " ag, builds 
new toon, and Promoter Chriftianity.  Engages in the Daniſh 

war againſt the prince of Rugen:  Subverfion of idolatry in that 
© land. Deſcription of the pagan” rites in Rugen. War between 
kde confederates and Henry the Lion. War between Henry the 
Lion and Denmark. ' The convent of Dobberan founded. Pri- 
© biflaus undertakes a Pilgrimage # to mw my . Death 2 cha- 
; er of that prince. beta 
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The [= Paincs of MECKLENBURG. 
From 1167 to 1187. 
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"Enynncn <A GERMANY, 


KING. ef PNOLAND, 


HOEVER conſiders the fituation of Pribiflaus, at *s 
Y concluſion of the late treaty Þ, will eafily perceive that 
nee ma act HOO Nl to ers of the terms preſcri- 
2 ; ; bed 
3 b . 4 Gaz. 1 Dia: Coins, Bacmeiſter ien n Simon Vand. Hederich 


r; Kluver, Buckboltz, and particularly M. Struvens's learned n on the 
ſtates of Mecklenburg. 


| + There is fome doubt concerning the year of Pribiſlauss reſtoration: Wwe place it 
ny 1645 and others wi th greater e ies 1167 for furely ſome time was re- 
th | _  quiſite 


"y orvprnn 1135. HENRY II. 1184. 97 


Megap: diviſ. Kirchberg, Corner, Peterſen Holſt. - Chron. Bangert orig, Lub. 
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Situation of 
Pribiſlaus at 
his reſtora- 
tion. 


He repeoples 
the country, 
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ſevere, hen Henry had it in his power to keep poſſeſſiom of the 
, and was at that time in the very zenith of his 
EW a It muſt be therefore acknowledged, that Pribiſſaus 

as greatly favoured by a treaty, which reſtoring him to his do- 
beds enabled him to. people thoſe dreary waſtes, that had 
been made by the late ravages, and to convert a deſolate kings . 
dom into a flouriſhing principality, Tired with Ki Wn 
events in War, he thought it in yain to contend any longer 
againſt the. ſuperior power. and good fortune of Henry; and that 
the moſt adviſable ſtep in his preſent ſituation was, to fit down 
eontented with the conditions on which he was permitted to 
teſume the reins of government. Beſides, he perceived the ne- 
ceſſity, reaſonableneſs, and utility of thoſe articles, which he 
therefore ſwore to, and ever after moſt religiouſſy obſerved. 
In ſhort, a thorough reconciliation enſued between the two 
princes, and this was aftorwards Foes * into the een 


intimacy and friendſhip. 


In order to repair the loſſes his country had ſuſtained bs fo. 
long and bloody a war, he cultivated the arts of peace, as 
the ſureſt means of procuring the happineſs of his people. 
Numbers of thoſe; who had been driven from their reſpettive. 
dwellings, he invited to return, and granted them every encou- 
ragement to fill up the vdid ſpaces, that had been made by the 
deſtructive word. Moeſt of the towns having. been cithes 
greatly damaged, or ' burnt down to the ground, he ſet about 
repairing ſome, and raiſing others from he foundation. He 
began with the city of Mecklenburg,. which had formerly con- 
tained five leagues and a half in circumference, and been long 
the reſidence of the kin gs of the Obotrites. 
| Already in what manner it had been burnt down by this prince 


quilte for io great 1388 1 2 — the expullion of Pribillaus, muſt have been 


in poſſeſſion 78 the country for a while, i in Mak to effect à new population, and to 


tranſplant the Saxons, Friſians, &c. intd Mecklenburg ; therefore. 1164 would have 


been too ſoon for-ſo conſiderable a tranſaction: eee | 
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bimſelf, to | godvens its falling into the Hands of his enemies: 


there taken notice that the foundations of this city had been 
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He deſigned to make it once more the feat of government: yet 
it could never recover its ancient-{plendor, and it is now redu- 
ced to a little village 


tock, which he had begun to build in 1160. We have elſe- 


laid by the good king Godeſcalcus upon this ſame ground 


0 Pribiſlaus undertook to erect more edifices in 1160, in order to 


make a town of what Godeſcalcus had deſigned only for a 
gaſtle; but the flames of war, which, broke out 4968 after, pre- 


in the neighbourhood of Wiſmar, Which 
owes its flouriſhing Rate to the decline of that capital. Among 
the reſt of his great undertakings, he-niſhed the city of Roſ- 


vented him from carrying his deſign into execution. As ſoon 


as peace was reſtored, he reſumed his former purpoſe of com- 
pleting this city; which he intended to render the moſt flouriſh- 


ing in the whole country. In this he ſucceeded. fo far, by the | 
means of franchiſes granted to the inhabitants, that in a ſhort 


time it made a diſtinguiſhed figure, and carried on a moſt ex- 
tenſive commerce. In conſequenee of this ſudden proſperity ĩt 
was highly elated, and became too great even for its own 
princes, eſpecially after it had entered into the Hanſeatic alli- 


 _ ancs, He likewiſe rebuilt: Ilowe and ſome other towns; to- 
people which, fwarms of Germans flocked from all parts, en- 
eouraged by extraordinary privileges; yet. he governed thoſe 
new. ſubjects with an abſolute. authority neither con- 


trouled by the- ſway of any foreign prince, nor ſubject to 


the check of any diet or aſſembly of ſtates. In ſhort, he 


was a ſecond Rado; ms founder and che father of his 


eountry-®. © 


Bor Pribilaus, not content with. e h his country, a 
promoting the / temporal felicity of the inhabitants, reſolved 


- moſt ſcrupulouſly. to comply with the late treaty, in what rela- 
12 * to their ſpiritual welfare; and to the- cauſe of the Chriſtian 


© Hetmold. Crants. Serben Nene n Amwznit.. Diplom. hilt. Jur. 
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He was folemnly baptized at Luneburg by Ia "FORE 
of St. Michael on the hill, and his example was followed by a 


x multitude of his old ſubjects, / Churches were erected by his 
order in different places, and miſſionaries appointed to inſtruc 
the ignorant vulgar, and awaken them to a ſenſe of their duty 


by ſermons and exhortations. He confirmed the biſhoprics and 

' other eccleſiaſtical foundations made by duke Henry, and aug » 
mented the lands aſſigned for the- maintenance of the clergy, = 
But the biſhopric of Mecklenburg was removed to Schwerin; 

and the diſtrict of Butzow was ſet apart for the ſupport of that 

ſee. In a word, Pribiſlaus ſhewed ' himſelf a fincere convert 
from idolatry, and during the remainder: of his reign acted as 
zealouſly in propagating as he had done before in . 
the cauſe of Chriſtianit 7. 

1168. Ir was not long after this prince $ converſion, that he had an 
—_ opportunity of ere his zeal for the propagation of religion, 
Rogians by joining in a cruſade,” which Waldemar king of Denmark, 
and Caſimir and Bogiſlaus princes of Pomerania, Shes lately un · 

dertaken againſt the Rugians, the only defenders. of idolatry 
among the Venedi. In thoſe days the ſword was the great ſup- 
port of Chriſtianity; and by a fatal contagion; the very prince 
who had complained ſo lately againſt perſecution, was now be- 
come + champion for that barbarous doctrine. It muſt bow- 
ever be Horn: b that Pribiſlaus Was influenced on this 
occaſion, by another motive, namely, the deſire of obliging his 
new ally Henry the Lion, at whoſe.requeſt he embarked in the 
expedition. Waldemar having fitted out a conſiderable fleet, 
more to extend his dominions than Chriſtianity, made a deſcent 
in Rugen; and after ravaging different parts of the country, and 
committing the moſt horrid barbarities, he laid fiege to Arcana. 
This was the capital of the iſland, extremely well fortified b 
art, and ſtill ſtronger by nature. Its ſituation Was on a 
promontory, now called Cape de Wirtow, dppoſite to Mona, 
an iſland belonging to Denmark. The ſpot on which this town 
Rood, is called Orkund by the preſent iakabitanes, It was ſur- 
rounded © on all Kaen by a * except towards the 
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welt which was defended by a wall fifty feet high, and by a 


very deep and wide ditch : yet was this-fiege conducted with 
ſuch {kill and reſolution, that the town at length was obliged 
- to ſurrender upon ſuch conditions as Waldemar thought proper 
to require. Theſe were, that the Rugians ſhould embrace 
Chriſtianity; ſhould reſtore the Daniſh —— without ran- 
fom'; and ſhould pay forty ſilver yokes for oxen, by way of 
yearly tribute. The Rugian princes - Jaromar and Witflaus 
accepted of theſe conditions; they and their people were in 
tracted in the Chriſtian religion; and the princes themſelves 
foon became as zealous as Pribiflaus. 
Tunis is the era of the total ſubverſion of idlatry among the 
| Venedi: Here was the chief temple, here the throne and reſi - 
denee of their great god $uantevitus. This'idol-was of a gigati- 
tic ſize, with four necks, and as many heads, two before, and 
two behind. Tts beard was ſhaved; . but it had long hair, and in 
its right hand: held a horn adorned with ſeveral metals, which 
the pricft uſed t fill every year with wine, in order to predict 
the Fraits of tke earth for the following year. In its left hand 
it had a bow; its garment was of different ſorts of wood, 
which came down to its legs; and its feet touched the ground. 
Cloſe by it lay a bridle, a ſaddle, and a large ford, he hilt 
and ſcabbard of which were tipped with ſilver. If upon the 
proach of autumn, the horn was found to be ftill fled with 
wine; the prieſt predicted a plentiful years, but if the wine was: 
Atmzimthed, it foreboded a ſcareity. Then he. poured out the 
wine on the feet of the idol, and repleniſhed the horn. Such 
was the ſuperſtition of thoſe infatuated people. But now the 


* 


— 


* 


Idolatry ſup- 


— 


temple of Suantevitus being deſtroyed in this war, the idol was 


axel with a rope about its neck through the Daniſh army, 


in the preſence of the Rugians ; afterwards .hewn in pieces, and 
committed to the flames. The vaſt treaſures which had been 


amaſſed by à tax on the votarics oy a . were delivered up 
to ms, OE: LF E 
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Tus origin of this idolatioys worſhip, as related by Helmols 
FRO is an object worthy of our curioſity. The emperors. 
Lewis the Debonnaire, having founded the abbey of Corvey in 


Weſtphalia, cauſed the relies of St. Vitus to be removed from 
France in 836, to tle chureh belonging to this abbey. His 
Lotharius, made a vow to St. Vitus, nn 


fon, the emperor 
the eve of this ſaint s Feſtival, that if he proved victorious in the 
battle he was upon the point of 8 againſt a Pagan king of 
Rugen, he would inveſt the monks: of Corvey with the property - 
of that iſland. The emperor. gained the battle, and fulfflled 
his vow. In conſe of this ſucceſs; the monks came and 
preached the go | 
verted, and a church or chapel was ereted in honour of St; 
Vitus, as patron or tutelar ſaint of the place. But the Rugians 
afterwards relapſing into their ancient errors: expelled the monks, 
and renounced the Chriſtian religion. However, as they had 


a confuſed idea of the power of St. Vitus, they conſtituted him 
their principal deity; and erected in hondur of his name an idol 


called Suantevitus, by corruption from St. Vitus. This idol 
was celebrated above all others for oracular reſponſes, through 
out the whole country of the Venedi. The high prieſt Wo 
officiated in this temple, received more homage and reſpe& 
than the king himſelf, having an abſolute. command over the 
conſciences of the laity. They ſometimes offered up human 
 Hacrificed, which were reckoned the moſt acceptable of all others 

to Suantevitus. And fince we are upon this ſubject, we may 


venture to mention an affair that happened to ſome Chriſtian 


merchants, who went over to Rugen, in order to purchaſe a 


ticularly remarkable. They had in their company a prieſt 
named Godeſcalcus, who viſited the faithful in diſguiſe, and 


performed divine ſervice on days ſet apart for religious worſhip. | 


* Buckholtz accounts for it in another manner, and ſays, chat Suantevit f gnifies 
the White Swan, which was worſhipped in Rugen and Pomerania. But the autho- 
rity of Helmoldus, a cotemporary writer, is of rang Wen on this occaſion than 


that of any modern. 


LY " 


ſpel to the Rugians ; great numbers were con 


cargo of herrings, for which that iſland was in thoſe days 4 | 
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This proceeding came to the eats of the Pagan high-prieſt, 


who apprehending the craft might be in danger, reſolved to 


prevent any farther exerciſe of the Chriſtian religion. It un- 


fortunately happened to be a: very bad year for the fiſhery, 


which occaſioned great uneaſineſs among the inhabitants. The 


high; prieſt from hence took an opportunity to ſummon a 


general aſſembly to the temple, where he made a long ha- 


rangue, declaring that the great deity Suantevitus was highly. 
incenſed, and could be appeaſed in no other manner than by 


the blood of an infidel, who was come to pollute their 


iſland with his deteſtable ceremonies. The people, ſeized with 
the utmoſt conſternation, ran immediately to the merchants, 
and deſired them to deliver up the prieſt, as an accept- 
able ſacrifice to their god Suantevitus. The merchants refu- 


ſing to comply, the Rugians endeavoured to gain their point by 


bribery, and offered a hundred marks for the prieſt's head. 
This - proving; unſucceſsful, they threatened to have recourſe 


to violence; and next morning would have ſurely put their 


menaces in execution, had not the merchants completed their 
cargos, and ſet fail that very night. Thus were thoſe ſuperſti- 


tious wretches prevented from complying with the ſanguinary 
orders of their crafty director, and from violating thoſe laws of 
| hoſpitality, which they had always held in the higheſt vene- 


ration. For although the Rugians were ſuch inveterate ene- 
mies to Chriſtianity, they were till a moſt hoſpitable nation; 


Aa character indeed for which all the Venedi were celebrated. 


But ſuch is the power of ſuperſtition, that it will often excite 


a whole people to act inconſiſtently with their national character, 


and to violate yy tye ag Wenn and N dictate of = 
nity, -.- - 


Dunk theſe trantaRions, the e princes had ven- 


| ted all their malice againſt Henry the Lion, whom they found, 
however, prepared for his defence. Chriſtian, count of Ol- 
ae poſſeſſed himſelf *, ans . of ee and the ſeve- | 


* Helmold. Chron, Slay. lib. 2. e 


Vor. II. ** 111 p; 1 ral 


ame time the troops commanded by Wickman, archbiſhop of 


17 1 E H 18 T 6 R Y 
— the Welſer, ſubject to the duke of Stony ff che 


Magdeburg, were in full march to join thoſe of Hildeſheim, 


in order to invade the country of Brunſwick.” Henry, with the 
utmoſt e tion, led his forces into the archbiſhopric of Mag- 


deburg, which prevented the junction of the two prelates. 


Then ravaging the Whole province, he turned towards Bremen, 
and offered battle to the Oldenburghers, Who blocked up the 
paſs of Gera. The Oldenburghers declining an engagement, 
Henry pretended to retreat : this deceiyed the enemy, who 
marched home directly ; when the duke returning with' his ar-- 
my; took Bremen by ſtorm. The town was plundered, and the: 


citizens, who had ſaved themſelves by flight, were obliged to. 


pay above a thouſand marks for permiſſion to return to their 
former habitations. Count Chriſtian retired into the moraſſes, 
of Friſcland, and did not long ſurvive this difaſter.. Henry then. 
marched with his whole army, and arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of Oldenburg, but was diſappointed that time in his aim 


of taking the town. However, he facceeded ſoon after by means 


of a Suki between the burghers and the garriſon, which he 
improved ſo much to his advantage, that he took the town by. 
ſurprize. The archbiſhop of Bremen, conſcious of his gullt, 
withdrew with the utmoſt precipitation to Magdeburg, whither- 
he was purſued 'by dnke Henry. At length this war was ter 
minated by the interpoſition of the emperor Frederick, who 
having loſt a great part of his army by the plague in Italy, 
thought it neceſſary to appeaſe the troubles i in Saxony, in order 
to obtain a reinforcement of troops. At the emperor's requeſt, 
Henry made a ſtop in the midſt of his conqueſts, and ſhewed 


his fingular moderation in granting the moſt favourable terms 


to his enemies. Thus was a confederacy. diffolved, Which 
ſeemed to threaten the ruin of this gallant prince, and the extir- 
pation of his whole family. About this time he is faid to have 


_ Cauſed a lion to be caſt of braſs, with his mouth open, to ſigni- | 


fy that he would behave towards his enemies with the ſame in- 


trepidity as that princely agitnal. The lion was erected at: 
S- Brunſ 
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Brunſwick, oppoſito the caſtle of Danowerdrode, where this 
ancient monument is ſtill extant,*, 

HENRY having thus reſtored tranquility to his ſubjects, 
tho ught of. eſtabliſhing his domeſtic happineſs, by celebrating 
his nuptials with the princeſs Matilda, or Maud, the daughter 


of __ II. king of England. He had been already married 


to. Clementia, ducheſs of Zaringen 3 but the clergy complain - 
ing of this match on account of conſanguinity, he was divorced 
from that prince(s in 1162. By her he had idue two daughters: 5 
one died an infant, after having been betrothed to Canute prince 
of Denmark; the other, named Richenza, was married firſt to 
Frederick, ſon of the emperor Conrad III. which Frederick 


died of the plague in Italy; ſecondly to Canute, ſon: of Wal- 
demar prince of Denmark. The emperor Frederick is ſaid ta 
have propoſed this match for him, and to have engaged Regi- 
nald, archbiſhop of Cologne, to go over to England, in order 


to negotiate this alliance. The princeſs was contracted to 
Henry i in 11673 and the carls of ae and Striguil conduc · 


ted her to Brunſwick, in order to ſolemnize the nuptials in 


1168, We have been the more particular in regard to this match 
of Henry the Lion with the princeſs Matilda, as the Engliſh, 


Saxon, Norman, and Scottiſh b Blood, was thereby tranſmitted 


to their illuſtrious deſcendant the reigning lovereign of Great 
Britain g. 

Tax nuptial rejoicings were {carce over, when Henry 8 
ing of king Waldemar's ſucceſs againſt the Rugians, and that 
he had Ng off a great many CAL for payment of the 


tribute, ſent a meſſenger to that prince, demanding an equal 
number of the hoſtages, and a moiety of the tribute, in purſu- 


ig 


1168. 
Henry the 
Lion efpouſes 
the princeſs 


Matilda of 
England. 


ance of a private treaty between them. Waldemar refuſed to 


comply with the demand, under pretence that Henry had not 
contributed his ſhare to the e 
the Pomeranian princes had Ade the Danes an that occaſion, 

merely at Henry's requeſt, 80 e an anſwer gave 


* Helmold. lib. 2. FT STAY i tnt 
1 dran. How. Mat. Pri. WIE 4 $2 cf 8 
8. 2: great 
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xpedition; though Pribiſlaus and | 


eſt reſentment at the affront, and vowed ven 


flaus, and the princes of Pomerania, to a conference, in Which 
1 be acquainted. them with the whole ſtate of the affair, laying 

open his grievance, and defiring their advice and aſſiſtance. 

The princes, with one accord, declared their diſapprobation of 


by the reſpective parties, they granted letters of marque to their | 


ſubjects, to cruize againſt the Danes. The Venedi , overjoy- 


ed at the opportun ity of renewing hoſtilities againſt their here- 
ditary enemies, fitted out a great number of privateers, which 


afterwards ſold for ſlaves; and at Mecklenburg particularly, the 


expo—- 
fed to public ſale. This is a farther proof of the barbarity of 


bury their moſt valuable effects, and to remove with their wives 


tet tences committed on their coaſt, than to ſet fire to tlie cottages 
5 of the Na Peaſunts 3 thefe however being made of light mate- 


by the writers of the middle ages were called Vandals ; which name for ſome time. 
after continued to the Mecklenburghers. We have mentioned this, to obyiate an ob- 


y 
the name of Venedi, after theſe people had been n e; becauſe this bas 


the former are chiefly deſcended from Goths and-Vandals; and the latter from Sex- 


r H E HISTORY Bok 
great offence to the duke of Saxony, Who expreſied the high- 


geance for ſo 
With this view he invited Pribi- 


flagrant a violation of treaty. - 


Waldemar's conduct; and in conſequence of a new treaty ſigned 


ſcoured the Baltic; and making frequent deſcents on the Da- 
niſh coaſt, carried off a multitude, of priſoners. Theſe were 


hiſtorian Helmoldus ſays, he ſaw ſeven hundred of them 


the age, that even after the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, the 
cuſtom of enſlaving captives in war ſhould ſtill be preſerved. 
The news of theſe depredations gave great uneaſineſs to Wal- 
demar, who determining to retaliate the injuries done to his 
ſubjects, marched a conſiderable army to the frontiers of the 
Venedi. ' But the inhabitants of thoſe parts had taken care to 


and children into the woods. The Danes, diſappointed of their 
prey, found no other method of being revenged for the vio- 


* The Vened here dates were chiefly the inkabitants of W Y Np * 
jection againſt our ſometimes calling the ſubjects of the princes of Mecklenburg b 


been uſually practiſed in other countries.. Thus the preſent inhabitants of Italy are 
called by the name of Italians, and the Engliſh ſometimes by that of Britons ; though 


ny 5 . 


eee o VAN DAI A. 


tills, were ſoon rebuilt, and at a very trifling expence. Waldemar 
was therefore able to do but very little damage to the Venedi; 
while the latter, by the number of their privateers, had it 
greatly in their power to harraſs and diſtreſs the Danes. Theſe 
_ conſiderations induced that prince to think of coming to an 
accommodation with Henry ; for which' end he propoſed an in- 
terview, in order to ſettle the differences between the two 
courts . A congreſs was accordingly held on the banks of the 


Eyder, 4 river emptying itſelf into the Baltic, on the frontiers - 


of the dutchies of Sleſwick and Holſtein. Henry is ſaid to 
have behaved fo haughtily on this occaſion, as to refuſe to croſs 
the bridge; or enter the territory of Denmark. Waldemar 
on the other hand only ſmiled at this punctilio, and advanced 
half way to meet the duke of Saxony and Bavaria. The diffi- 
culties of ceremony being ſurmounted, matters were finally ad- 
juſted; Waldemar did juſtice to Henry; the ſpoils were equal- 
ly divided, and the two princes intirely reconciled. A 
treaty of peace was ſigned, and a match alſo concluded between 
Richenza, daughter of Henry the Lion by his firſt wife, and 
yet the ſon of king Waldemar -. 


'-Uron occaſion of this interview, a very Arend fhnry adven- 


ture happened between Pribiſlaus, who accompanied the duke of 1 


Saxony, and his brother Priſclayus, who attended king Wal- 
demar. Pribiſlaus being on the oppoſite ſide of the river, hap- 

pened to ſee his brother in a boat, engaged i in deep converſation 
with one Bernard, who was ſaid to be the very perſon that ler 


0 Here the Daniſh and Saxon writers greatly differ ;. the former affirming this in- 
terview to have been in 1178, the latter in 1169 the former again pretending that 
Henry propoſed the congreſs, in order to ſecure his country againſt the incurſions of 
che Danes; the latter infiſting that the meeting was at the requeſt of king Waldemar. 


1 f is very common with the writers of rival nations to differ in their accounts, each | 


_ favouring their own fide of the queſtion ; but here the circumſtance of Henry's refu- 

ing to paſs the bridge, ſeems to determine the point in favour of the Saxon hiſtorians. 

For a prince who had propoſed: this meeting, to prevent the diſtreſs of his . 
would never have ſtood fo much upon ceremony with the king of Denmark. 


1 Helmoldus coneludes his hiſtory with this peace between om and Henry 
and here Arnokius of en begins his u 2 
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Pribiſlaus 
ſettles the 
lordſhip of 
Ro 
Nicholas, his 
a nephew 0 


friend, by whoſe means he had 


ted on the oppoſite 
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his father Niclotus . Fired wich indignation at the fight, he 
could not help reprimanding the unnatural ſon, who could en- 
ter into connections of, 


ing any prejudice againſt the man, he conſidered him as his 
got rid of an impious and ſacri- 
ſpeech from the mouth of a ſon, con- 


legious parent. Such a 

firms him to have been a monſter, inſenfible to the feelings 

nature and humanity. - But _ different were the ſentiments 

of Pribiſtaus. PR 
ABovT this time Peibiſlaus Ge his . to che 

of his brother Wertiſlaus, by ſettling the lordſhip of Roſtock 


on Niclotus, or Nicholas, an only ſon of that - unfortunate 
of 


prince. This very Nicholas had-been included in the treaty 
peace figned in 3 between his uncle Pribiſlaus and Henry 
the Lion. Some chink he was not 
or lordſhip, till after the death of Pribiſlaus. But this is evi- 
dently refuted from Cranzius, who affirms that Nicholas, ſuſ- 


pecting the loyalty and affection of the gentlemen who reſided 


in that caſtle, where now ſtands the church of St. Peter, erec- 


in the year 1168, at which time Pribiſlaus was certainly living. 
Yet it is probable, that during the life of Pri biſlaus, Nicholas 
had only — Profits or income of that lordſhip, but the ſove- 
reignty ſtill reſided in his uncle, who built the town of Roſ- 


tock, and founded the monaſtery of Dobberan within char) uriſs 
_ diction . 


Tus founding of the convettt of Dobberan was an act of devo- 
tion, according to the religion of thoſe times, by which Pribi- 


flaus ſeemed to Papa, x the ſincerity of his converſion. It 
is the common apinion, confirmed by the authority of ſeveral 
hiftorians, that this famous convent was built in 11643 "which 


is impoſſible in regard to Pribiſlaus, for this prince was at that 
time an exile in Pomerania: therefore, had it been founded 


that year, it muſt have been by Henry the Lion, which no one 


2 


by  Cranzius, Kirchberg, Latomus, Corner, — Bechr, Kluver. 1 * 


with ſuch a perſon. But 
,Priſclavus made this barbarous reply, That far from entertain- 


of 


poſſeſſed of this principality: 


hill the fortreſs called the Burg or Tower, 
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ſtrument of this foundation is loſt; but that Pribiſlaus was the 
founder, appears undoubtedly from his nephew 


: , 
| 
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wall | 
vow made in that year (1164) by Pribiſlaus, to ere ſuch a 


pretend to fay;'or the above date muſt be underſtood of a 


ſtructure; and accordingly he ſet about it in 1167. The in- 


Nicholas's dip- 
loma in 1190, and is farther evinced from king Ericus's hiſtory 
of Denmark, where he has theſe words, A; 1190, Conventus 
e mittitur in Dobberan Kal. Martii.” Here we have the very 
day of the month determined: The monks of Dobberan were 
of the Ciſtercian order, whom Pribiſlaus had invited from the 


abbey of Amelungſborn. The Chronicon Riddageſhuſanum, 


and the monkiſh verſes in the ancient picture of the der e of 
Dobberan, make this event a year later: 

Annus millenus centenus ſeptuagenus. 

Et primus colitur, cum Doberan ſtruitur:. 


But the year mentioned in the monkith verſes, may ply the | 


_finiſhing of the building, though it was begun in 1167. We 


have been the more particular in our account of this monaſtery, 
as it afterwards became the wha. en of the illuſtrious prin- 


ces of Mecklenburg-. 

THE year following Pribillaus gave ariotker iel bf? the 
fincerity of his converſion, as well as of. his friendſhip for 
Henry the Lion, in accompanying that prince on a pilgrim- 
age to the Holy Land. As this was one of the moſt extra- 
ordinary expeditions of that kind, the two Princes having f. 
been attended by aboye a thouſand followers, we ſhall give 


A ſhort narrative of their peregrination, from a cotempo- 


rary writer. After. they had: ſettled every thing relative 


to the adminiſtration 8 75 N dominions, they ſet out from 


Brunſwick in the month of January. 1171, and arrived at Ratiſ- 


bon, where they were met'by ſeveral of the nobility of that part 
of the country. From thence proceeding to Vienna, they were 


received by Henry duke of Auſtria, at ſome diſtance from that 
city, and treated in a ſumptuous manner. Here they were 


Tlurer, Buckholtz... 


* Arnold. Lub. Cranzius, Saxo, Kirchberg, Coe, Lindenburg, Beehr, - 
| joi * 


1271. 
Pribiſlaus 
accompanies 
Henry the 
Lion in a 


pilgrimage 
to the Holy 
Land. 


24 
"1 


barked on the Danube for Hungary 
_ againſt a rock, and the lives of the * — ſaved with A 
much difficulty. The veſſel being repaired, they ſet ſail again 

and arrived at Brandis, from whence they continued their jour- 


plars and hoſpitallers, who conducted them 


— 
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joined by the pimop of Worms, who went as ambaſſador from. 
Frederick Barbaroſſa to the Greek emperor Emmanuel, in order 


to procure them a favourable reception. At * — they em- 


ney by land, and paſſed by Belgrade. Near Ravenel, they were 
attacked by four numerous gangs of banditti, whom they intitely 
diſperſed. The next ſtage they came to was Niſſa, from whence 


they proceeded to Adrianople. At ſome diſtance from Conſtan- 
tinople, they were met by officers from the emperor Emmanuel 
Comnenus, who had orders to conduct the princes. to his palace. 


Here they were ſumptuouſly entertained, and received ſome 
valuable preſents from the empreſs. N otwithſtanding theſe 
civilities, the Latin eecleſiaſtics in the duke's retinue entered 


into a warm diſpute with the Greek clergy, in regard to the 


proceſſion of the | Holy Ghoſt ; and if we may believe the Ger- 
man hiſtorians, the diſputants of their nation were triumphant. 
Upon this occaſion we find great encomiums beſtowed on Henry, 
abbot of Brunſwick, whoſe arguments no Greek biſhop or prieſt 
was-able to withſtand x. After they had indulged. themſelves 
with a few days reſt, they ſet fail for 8 formerly Ptolemais ; 


in their paſſage encountered a terrible ſtorm, but at 4 th they 


reached the deſired haven : having, travelled from ; to 


Jeruſalem, they were met at ſome diſtance by the Eni ights tem- 
Vale to 1 2 city. 


Almerick, king of Jeruſalem, gave them a cordial and friendly 


reception. In this capital they ſtaid fixty-two. days, during 


which, they obſerved every curioſity worthy. of notice, and per- 


formed the uſual acts of devotion. From Jeruſalem they re- 


turned to Antioch, where Henry applied to Milo . prince of 


the Saracens, for a ſafe- conduct; ont notice being BED them 


. 


0 Arnold. Lub. L 3 Chron. Slav. c.' 85. | 
71 che Arabian writers he is called Muſtezi, cane e 8 
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prinee of Antioch, chat Milo Ad conde trees 


they cfcaped' Milo's ſnares, and travelling through Armenia, 
arrived at Heraclea, where che Turks entertained them in 2 
moſt hoſpitable manner. Having tarried in this city a ſhort 
time to refreſh themſelves, they took their leave of the ſultan, 

who loaded them with preſents. This civility muſt appear the 
more extraordinary, when we find that Henry diſputed with 

the fultan about religion, c charging that prince with ſuperſtition, 
for not believing in the Incarnation . They proceeded then 
by Nicæa and Iconium to Conſtantinople, ee the Greek 


emperor received the noble pilgrims again with open arms. After 
entertaining them in the moſt ſumptuous manner, he made each 


illuſtrious viſitor a preſent, at his departure, of the choiceſt relics. 


in that capital. He likewiſe offered them other preſents of gold 


and filver, which they refuſed; but the emperor would carry 
His courteſy ſo far, as to conduct his gueſts ſeveral leagues from 


his capital. They continued their journey through Hungary, 
and arrived ſafe at Brunſwick, after a twelvemonth's poppe in 


this Tong and dangerous peregrination T. 
| PRIBISLAUS, upon his return to his on Setilnlioins; was re- 


"ceived with the gteateſt joy by his family, and by all his affec- T 


tionate ſubjects. The remainder of his days was ſpent chiefly found 
in works of piety and religion. Thus he had 98 ſcarce re- 
turned from his pilgrimage, when he founded a convent of 
Benedictine monks at Dargun, on the confines of Pomerania, 
and the banks of the river Peine 1. We do not find that he 
ever after appeared in arms, notwithſtanding the war which 
enfued in 1177, between Henry the Lion and the princes of 


Pomerania. With regard to the cauſe of this quarrel, Hiftory 


„edel e ee with gre temper; that i wos neg-ditterk 


for God to take upon him human fleſh from an unſpotted virgin, * 
able to form man out of clay. Arnold. Lub. * 


+ Arnold. Lub. Chron. Stav. lib. 3. . 


t This appears 1 of pope. Clement in 118g, publiſhed by Wellphal. 
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 chetous defign;'they took ſhipping and landed at Tarſus. Thus 


is 
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is Glent.; we are only informed, that Henry, led a numerous 
army into the enemy $ country, and laid. ſiege to Dimmin, 
The town was under a neceſſity of capitulating-in three days 5 
and the duke would have extended his conqueſts, had he not 
been recalled to the defence of his own dominions, at that time 
invaded by Ulric biſhop of Halberſtadt: then it was that the 
| Norm began to gather, which at length overwhelmed the ent 
and mighty duke of Saxony and Bavaria -. 


| Pribiſlaus  PRIBISLAVS did not live to ſee this amazing exvolntion. 
quent vita Since the [reconciliation between the two houſes, he took fre- 


32 the quent opportunities of viſiting duke Henry, with whom he ever 


duke's authority. Thus the two Diplomata Raceburgenſia 4. 


the one dated 1179. Ind. 13. Kal. Octob. the other 1171. 


a Ind. 14. 13. Kal. Octob. are both of them ſigned, „ Cazimarus 
de Dimin, Pribiſlaus de Miklinburg, principes Slavorum.” In 


* 


themſelves, . Cazimarus de Dimin, Primiſlaus de Mechlenburg.!” 


The grant made by Henry the Lion, to confirm the biſhopric 


of Schwerin 5, is dated 5 Idus Dec. 1177, and ſigned Pribiſlaus. 
de Kizin. But one of thoſe viſits at length proved fatal to 


Nel Pribiſlaus; for a ſudden. accident put an end to his days in the 
tall from'his midſt of a public feſtivity. This happened at Chriſtmas, in 


the year 1181, when he was invited by Henry to Luneburg, 'to 
e of the diverſions of a tournament.” 


mour rendered that accident mortal. Such was the fate of. Pri- 
_  biſlaus II. the laſt king of the Venedi, and firſt prince, of Meck- 
lenburg. He may be juſtly deemed the model of a good prince. 
ter. In war he was bold and enterprizing, though abfortunitte ; in 


Arnold. Lubec. This ſame year (1377 ) Henry began to enlarge the cy 
of Munich in Bavaria, and finiſhed the Rog ſtone bridge, which. his abe bad 


N begun to erect over the Danube at Ratiſbon in 1125. 
a t Apud n 13 K ee 43 


' Book . 


after lived upon the footing of intimate friendſhip. Hence we 
find him witneſſing ſeveral deeds and — ds by the 


another deed dated Erteneburgi ad Albim anno 1174, they fign 


Here he had the 
misfortune of falling from his horſe, and the weight of his ar- 
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ie diſtreſſes he was patient, and ever ready to follow Arise J 
in time of peace he acted with caution and prudence, and never 
failed to repair the damages ſuſtained in war; in all his dealings 


with friends or foes, he was open and ingenuous z in religion he 
ſhewed himſelf fincere and devout; in à word, he was a prince 


of great accompliſhments; yet more capable of promoting the 
welfare of his people by the arts of peace, than of extending his 


tranquility of his country. He is the firſt of the ny that 
ſigned himſelf prince of Mecklenburg and Kiſſin. 
Sor writers would maintain, that Pribiſlaus met with 
- misfortune at Brunſwick, as Henry kept his court in that „ 
; and that he was buried at Luneburg. The common opi- 
nion likewiſe. places this fall in 1173, which we have indeed 
followed in the genealogical tables. But a modern writer of 
_ great judgment dates this accident, with the higheſt probability, 
in 1181: as according to Arnoldus of Lubeck, Henry held a 
dies ſolennis, or public rejoicing on Chriſtmas that year at Lu- 
neburg. This is farther corroborated by ſome deeds of his ſon 
Burevinus in 1219 ; where it appears that Pribiſlaus was buried 
in St. Michael's church at Luneburg, till his aſhes were re- 
moved from thence to the church of Dobberan in 12155. 


nn the church of Dobberan there e neee of this prince; 


the firſt is in monkiſh verſes: 
Primus ego patrios ab Erulis liqui penates, 
Atque Pribiſlaus credidi primus ego. 
3 Teſtantur patrium gentilia prælia regum, a 
Quam fuerit quondam gloria noſtra potens. 
2 Hane tamen ut domuit Saxonum Dux Leo betta, 
| Hunc tibi mox placidum Chriſte dicavi locum. 
Irrupit ſevo ſeptis ter Sarmata bello, i 
Qui vel quot czfi priſca ruina docet. 
1 „Hine Solymas adi, rediens dum Throica luſi, | 
rde cadens Lunztriſtia fata tüli. 
MOLD Oblitos ſed ibi cineres religio grata Shs 
Noluit, & juſtis condidit illa locis. 
Felices ſemper fi jura tueri nepotes e 
Priſca loci ſtudeant & pia czpta juvant. = f 
b E 2 £4, 


dominions by force of arms. By embracing Chriſtianity he 
made Henry and the Saxons his friends, and eſtabliſhed” the 
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| His marria- edatoeter in d mceiee:Lacomindd/®, Pribillaus. was thrite 
i ie, ee 1. to Pernilla, or Petronilla, daughter of Canute the 
Pius, king of the Venedi, by whom he had a fon named Ca- 
nute. This prince was polieſied of a lordſhip in Fuhnen, and 
died in 1163, without iſſue. 2. His ſecond wife was named 
Poiſlava os Voiſboda, daughter of che king of Norway, by 
whom he had his ſor: and: ſucce ſſor Henry Burevinus I. 3. His 
third wife was Mechaildis, daughter of r _ 
l bu e. r e d N een ed nt 
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"HE Katt of Pribittini Dappe ned at the eve WET 62: 
which involved all Seri in flames; and terminated 
at been the downfal of Henry the Lion. As the adventures 
of this prince are fo greatly interwoven with the tranſactions of 
the Ituftrious houſe whoſe hiſtory I have-undertaken to write, 
it will not be altogether foreign to my ſubject, to enter into 


The other contains the title of Pribiflaus, and is fold to hows doen; r 
duke of Mecklenburg, among the ruins of an old chapel in the foreft of 1 7 
* Pribiſlaus Dei gratia, Herulorum, Wagirorums. Clociganorums, Folaborum, Obo- 
tritarum, Kiffinorum,, Wandalorumque Rex, &. 
* Arnold. Lub. Cranzius, Kirchberg, Kluver, Spener, Gebhardi. e . 
1 In regard to the above marriages, M. Gebhardi obſerves, that the firſt Iady hac 
hats married to his brother. The ſecond is ſaid by Kirchberg, to have been. 3 
| ter of the king of Norway; but he does not mention the king's name. Torfieus, an- 
| accurate writer, takes no notice of ſuch a princeſs in his Hiſtory of Norway... She is 
| _ commended by Kirchberg, for having been, greatly inſtrumental in converting her 
buſband to the Chriſtian religion. This princeſs had a ſon, Henry Burevinus I. and 
was interred in the church of Dobberan. "In regard to the third wife, though: there is: 
no anachroniſm in ſuppoſing ſuch a Poliſh princeſs, fince Boleſlaus Criſpus hack 
thoughts of marrying in. 1151, yet M. Gebhardi will hardly admit her, as the is not 
mentioned by Boguphalus, or Lau. r pather is the to be 
Mags . e ee 
* pa . 
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the particulars of cat important 
extraordinary a revolution in the houſe of Brunſwick. 
Tut friendſhip which had Tong 


tlement of Guelph VII. in favour of that emperor. This . 
Guelph was uncle to Henry, and had been formerly his guardian. | 
Having formed a reſolution to retire from the world, and to 

end the remainder of his days at 
_ difpofed 
. &e. by wilt to his nephew; and only referved to himſelf 4 


yearly penſion. Henry is ſaid to have been dilatory in paying 
that penſion; and from thence it aroſe, that Guelpk took ocea- 


ſton to alter his will at the inftigation of the emperor, and to 


bequeath his eftate to that prince. This muſt naturally have 
given great diſguſt to Henry, and alienated his ecken from 
æ⁊ 2 perſon, whom he had hitherto confidered as his fincereſt friend. 

On the other hand, there were not wanting, at the emperor's 
court, a number of noblemen, jealous of Henry's reputation 


deſigns, and ſuggeſting various matters to his diſadvantage. 
Beſides, it is not at all improbable, that the 
became jealous of x vaſſal, whoſe power was riſen to fuch 4 
pitch, as to exceed that of any other prince or ſtate in the em- 
pire. However that may have been, Henry growing every day 
| Teſs attached to the emperor's intereſt,” the latter had the morti- 
| fication of being deprived of the affiftance of a | any in 

bis wars with the fevoſted ſtates of Italy. 

Fos wars took riſe from the Apputes in regard to 


the civil and eecleſiaſtic juriſdiction. Pope Adrian IV. died 


in 1159, when he was upon the point of thundering out 
Bis anathemas againſt Frederick Barbaroffa. A ſchiſm aroſe 
in the election of a ſuccefſor; Alexander III. was choſen by 


4 majority of cardinals; and the reſt gave their votes to 
his competitor Victor HI. To determine the merits of 
this cauſe, Frederick fimmoned. = couneif at Pavia, where 


Viedor, who trad By always attached to the emperor's 


quarrel, which produced 6 + 


ſubkſte# between Frederick 
| Barbaroffa' and Henry the Lion, was firft impaired by the ſet- 


in Suabia, he 
of his eſtates, ſuch as Tuſcany, Spoleto, Zardinia, 


and power, who ſeized every opportunity of mifinterpreting his 


emperor himſelf 


Diſputes a- 
bout the cis 
vil and ec- 
eleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction. 


intereſt, 


1164. 


1166. 


* E * 1 r On 


the inhabitants of the revolted towns in Italy, laid ſiege to Mi- 


lan; which being obliged at length to ſurrender, he ordered it 
ground bade and ſown with ſalt. 


to be razed, and the 


All Italy then ſubmitted to the conqueror. Upon this ſucceſs, 


he ſummoned the aſſembly of Lons le Saunier in Franche 


Comte, to ratify the election of Victor III. But this aſſembly 
proved ineffectual; and a council was held at Toulouſe, where 


the election of Alexander III. was confirmed. 
intervening time the towns of Italy, at the inſtigation of pope 
Alexander, once more ſhook off the imperial yoke, and obliged 
Victor III. to take ſhelter with Frederick. This prince reſolved 
therefore upon another Italian expedition. Victor having, at 
his deſire, ſet out before him, died at Lucca; and the emperor. 

cauſed another to be elected in his place, to whom was given 
the name of Paſchal III. F ee afterwards took care to 


have him acknowledged as pope at the diet of Wurtzburg ; a. 


diet remarkable for. the ſolemn declaration of all the ſtates of 


Germany, That they would look upon no perſon as pope, 


whoſe election was not ratified by the conſent of the emperor. 

To ſettle Paſchal III. on oe papal 
the Milaneſe for rebuilding their city, were Frederick's motives 
for undertaking a fourth expedition into Italy. Having re- 
paſſed the Alps with his wife Beatrice, he made himſelf maſter 
of Ancona, after defeating the Roman army: 
directed his march to 1 N where he vanquiſhed the Romans 
a ſecond time; and ſeizing that capital, he obliged Alexander 
III. to make his eſcape by flight. 
of St. Peter's church, and crowned the empreſs Beatrice. The 
fenate and people of Rome ſwore allegiance to the emperor.. 
At that very time, the principal cities in Italy entered into a 
confederacy againſt this -prince, in order to get rid of the exac- 
tions and extortions of the imperial commiſſaries. Frederick, 

Wk | | 1 a 


— 


| Book Jt, | 


intereſt, Was e ee in the. pontificate. ann xt 


fufin g to abide by this ſentence, excommunicated the empe- 
ror with all his adherents, but was obliged to fly to France ſor 


Protection, Mean while the emperor taking the field againſt 


In the 


throne, and to chaſtiſe 


from thence he 


Paſchal III. 405 poſſeſſion 
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Chip. 3. 
| othen his intereſt; 


intending to ſtren 


preparing to reduce the revolted towns, his army was attacked 
by the plague, which obliged him to return to Germany. # 
Tux emperor's retreat gave the ſtates of Italy time to breathe. 


Alexander III. had taken ſhelter at Venice, where, among other 


privileges; he favoured: the republic with that of eſpouſing the 
Adriatic ſea every year, as a mark of its ſovereignty over that 
element. From thence he returned to Rome, and renewed his 
ex communications againſt the emperor. The ſtates of Germany 1 


having, in the mean time, choſe Henry VI. the emperor's 
eldeſt ſon, to ſucceed his father; he aſſumed the title of king of 
the Romans *, and was crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle. Paſchal 
HI..died ſoon after, and the. emperor procured another antipope 


to be choſen, whoſe name was Calixtus III. The Milaneſe, | 
whom neither fire nor ſword could intimidate, expreſſed their 
contempt of the emperor by buildin g a new town, to which 


they e the name of Alexandria, in honour of the reigning 
Such was the ſituation of affairs, when Frederick un- 
Fortavle his fifth ,expedition to Italy againſt thoſe revolted 
towns, which we had ſo often chaſtiſed, but never had been 
able to ſubdue. 
Ir was during this fifth pate chat the ference n 
between Frederick and Henry the Lion, which proved fo fatal to 
the houſe of Brunſwick. The emperor having eſtabliſhed peace 


in Germany, began his march over mount Cenis, attended by a 


great many prinees of the empire; and, among the reſt, by Henry 
the Lion. After he had taken and deſtroyed Suſa; the towns of 


fiſtance. He then laid fiege to Alexandria; but the inhabitants 
making a vigorous fally, the Imperialiſts were put to flight. 
Frederick was obliged to paſs the Po, and take ſhelter in tlie 
district of Pavia. This ety. Was then beſieged by the army of 


* This is the firſt taſtanceof ia tide being made ſoft vb. preſunprire 
| Keirtothe imperial crowns. - ; BE 
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Aſti, Tortona, Cremona, and Como, ſubmitted without re- 


granted privileges and im- W | 
munities'to many towns and noble families. But while he was 
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ce confederate Hates. of Italy and almoſt reduced/to extremity, 3 
when Frederick found means to throw ſuceours into the place, 
But he was greatly diſheartened at this juncture by the depar- 
ture of Henry the Lion, who, notwithſtanding: the emperor's. 
remonſtrances and entreaties, returned to Germany with che 
Saxon and Bavarian forces. The-motives of this ſudden: refolu- 
tion are variouſly related. Some ſay that he had received an ex- 
preſs from Saxony with intelligence, that the eaſtern Venedi, 
or the Pomeranians, had made a freſh irruption into his domi- 
nions, and laid-waſte the country with fire and ſword. Others 
pate it to the terror of ex communication, as he was then 
the cauſe of a prince who had incurred the pontifical 
| Lanfures. Others again pretend, that he refuſed to ſtay with 
the imperial army, unleſs Frederick would put him in. poſſeſ- 
ſion of the town of Goſlar, the only place in Saxony belonging 
to the emperor, But perhaps the real motive was the em- 
peror's accepting of Guelph VII. 's will, which happened much 
about this time. Whatever may have been the reaſon, the 
emperor held a diet at Chiavenna, a town of Italy, now be- 
longing to the Griſons ; with a view to treat with the confede- 
rates, and to obtain ſuccours from his allies, But this meeting 
did not anſwer his aim. All hopes of pacification vaniſhing, hoſ- 
tilities were renewed, and the fiege of Pavia was raiſed, In the 
mean while, the emperor having received a reinforcement of 
troops from Germany, under the command of Philip, arch- 
biſhop of Cologne; à battle enſued in the neighbourhood of 
Signano, where the confederates obtained a complete victory 
_ * over the imperial forces. At the ſame time his re fon Hen- 
| y Was defeated at ſea, and taken priſoner by the Venctians. 
- Tribe emperor This reverſe of fortune obliged him to enter into a treaty of 
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A P* reconciliation with Alexander III. which was concluded at 


Venice in 1177. The ſubſtance of it was, that Frederick ſhould 
. acknowledge Alexander III. as pope; be abſolved from his ex- 
| communication, and reſtore the allodial eſtates of he *counteſs 
mmm | | 
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Donne theſe tranſactions in Italy, Henry nnn 

wir with: Ulric, biſhop of Halberſtat, far ant he had expe 
from his ſee; and with Philip, archbiſhop. of Cologne, who 


headed à faction againſt him in Weſtphalia. It Was Henry 5 
mis fortune to be continually at variance with the biſhops z 48 


it was the emperor's fate to be quarrelling with the pope : and 


both with the ſame unproſperous ſucceſs; Theſe diſturbances 
were attributed to Henry's ambition, but were in fact owing to 
the over-grown power and imperious temper of the clergy, 
| Jealous of every prince who would not be ſubject to their yoke, 


they ſpared no'pains to eſtabliſh their abſolute dominion. _ Fre- 


Jefick was pleaſed to hear of theſe commotions, as they might 


afford him an opportunity of ſnewing his reſentment to Henry. 


He then reſided at Spires, whither Henry repaired,. to complain 
of the depredations and violences committed by thoſe factious, 
turbulent prelates. The emperor hereupon ſummoned a diet at 
Worms, where both parties were to appear; and Henry was 
to anſwer to the accuſations of his enemies. In default of 
Henry's appearance, Frederick deferred the trial till che next 
diet, Which w. was to be held at Magdeburg. To this aſſembly 
Henry likewiſe declined coming, deterred, perhaps, by the too 
great number of his enemies. However, he deſired an inter- 
view with the emperor at Haldenſleben, which was granted. 
Here he juſtified himſelf in ſo ample and ſatisfactory a manner, 
that Frederick propoſed to accommodate matters, on condition 
he would pay five thouſand marks of filver to the imperial trea- 
my This propoſal he rejected, as oppreſſive and detrimental 
o his honour ; upon which he was put under the ban of the 


cate: But ſome of his relations interceding in his favour, 


the emperor delayed the execution of the ſentence, and con- 
voked a diet at Gelnhauſen in Wetteravia. Henry being ſtill 
ſenſible that his is judges would be at the ſame time his accuſers, 
refuſed to appear, and proteſted againſt the proceedings of this 
aſſembly. His chief accuſers were the archbiſhops of Magde- 


| 178. | 
Henry - 
Hed Lions 8 


with the con- 
federates in 
Germany. 


to appear at 


burg and Bremen, with the biſhops of Halberſtat, Hildeſheim, 


and Freifingen, who Oe him with great outrages and de- 


Vox. II. Predations 


4 predations committed in their refpeQive, tercitazies. The em- 
peer hümſelf accuſed him af withdrawing his troops from 
Aas, and bringing an; indelible diſgrace an the imperial arma. 
Tbe farmer ſentenee was therefore coninrwed ; and Henry be- 
* bag rien agngy'ey wr ottacy his honaurs, fiefs, and. 

r 
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dignities, were. divided among faveral nablemen. The 
dukedom of Saxony, with the cixcle of Witteabergy was given 
to Bernard of Anhalt, the youngek ſan, of Albert. mergtaue of 
Brandenburg 1 this is What afterwands was called. the. cleQorate 


| of SR, . The duchies of Angria and Woelſipbalia were can- 


ferred on Philip, archbiſhop of Cologne, Henry's mod. invete- 
rate foe-z. the county of Holſtein, which had been hitherto held 


of. the duchy of Saxony, was declared independent; the arch- 
biſhop of Mentz ſeized the diſtrict of Eichsfeld; the archbiſhop 
of Bremen acquired the county of Stade; the: biſnaps of Pader- 


bern. Munſter, Halberſtat, Hildeſheim, Verden, and Mun 


den. Poſſoſſed themſelves of thoſe, lordſhips that beſt ſuited their 
conveniency. The landgraves of Thuringia took poſſeſſion of 


 - the. county paletine of Saxony. The dukedom, of Bavaria 


to the picture of a beautiful horſe torn. in pieces and devoured 
by ravenous: beaſts and birds of prey ; the former denoting his, 
ſecular enemies, the other the biſhops: each has a part of the 
mangled animal in his mouth; one the head, the other a; foot, 


at laſt remained in poſſeſſion of the bouſe of Brunſwick. 


was granted ta Otho of Wittelſpach, count palatine af 


Bavaria, ſounder of tha preſent electoral hauſes, of Bavaria and 
the Palatinate. 


The counts of Stiria, Carinthia, and Tyrol, 
hitherto: ſubject to the dukes of Bavaria, were declare imme 


diate vaſſals of the empire. Lubeck and Ratiſhon became. free 


imperial cities. Pomerania. and Mecklenburg were. rendered 
independent of Saxony; and the emperor. took poſſeſſion of the: 
Guelphic ſtates, which Henry's uncle poſſeſſed in Suabia and in 
Italy. The diſmembering of ſo many fine provinces, gaye riſe 


2 third the tongue, a fourth a leg, a fifth an eye, a ſixth the 


milt, a ſeventh the hoxſe-ſhoe, &c. and nothing is ſaved but the 


heart, which is Brunſwick and Luneburg, the countries which 
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Tut ban was firſt publiſhed at und Aer uur 
at Gemunden in Suabia, the place of Henrys nativity. The 
cate of 'executing this ſentence was committed to the nobility 

and clergy among "whom the duke's 'fiefs were diſtributed. 


There happened at that time to enn prelates ö 


in Germany, all combined againſt Henry. They now broke 
into his dominions, like fo many wild a in ſearch of prey, 
and committed the moſt horrid barbarities. No feſpect was 


ſhewn even to objects the moſt ſacred: churches and monaſteries 


were plundered and deſtroyed ; nuns raviſhed in the very 


time of divine ſervice, and the ſacred veſſels ſnatched out of 
their hands from the altar; and this by Chriſtian troops, head- 
ed by ecclefraſtic commanders s. But the experience of all 


ages has ſhewn, that the love of gain, of the avidity of plunder, 
is apt to harden the human heart, and render men equally 


deaf to the cries 0 nature, and unmindful of the | hat of 
religion. c 

In the mean wake: Henry was weber idle nor 
proteſted againſt the reſofutions of the diet, as arifing from the 
machinations of his enemies. Then affembling an army, he 


marched to Lubeck, in expectation of concluding an alliance 


with the king of Denmark; but being diſappointed of his aim, 
he returned to Brunſwick. At this very juncture, Ulrie biſhop 
of Halberſtat, one of the militant prelates, having recourſe at 
firſt to ſpiritual weapons, excommunicated the duke, and laid 
all the churches in his dominions, belonging to the dioceſe of 
Halberſtat, under an interdict. Such was the ſuperſtition of 
thoſe days, that this Lion, who, to uſe the expreffion of a co- 
temporary writer, had made all Germany tremble with his 
Toar, was ſeized with a panic at the drawing of this ſpiritual 


word. He repaired to Halberſtat, made his fubmiffion to the 


: biſhop, received abſolution, and the interdi& was taken off. 


At his return, hearing of the barbarities committed by the 
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churches, and afterwards fold for fla res; priefts inſulted in the 


or GIyed; he 


army 
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2 TI His forces, marched againſt Philip, and coming up with him 

63544 ns near Hallerfelde in Weſtphalia, he gained a complete victory. 9 
n Dun theſe diſturbances, Ulric-biſhop of Halberſtat, who | 
the biſhop of had excommunicated Henry, and to whom this prince had b 
Halbertat. ſq lately reconciled, not ſatisfied: with the duke's ſubmiſhonz 
| but graſping at part of the plunder, invaded his dominions, and = 
committed numberleſs outrages; ſuch as ſetting fire to towns} 
LEAK: and ideſtroying the people, or carrying them into cap- 
Fet chis hypocritical prelate concealed. the barbarity f 
bis difpo fition under à pious outſide, and was by the ignorant 
-., thoſe days conſidered as a perſon of extraordinary ſanctity. 
Henry ſent a ſtrong body of forces againſt Halberſtat,, who poſ- 

| ſeſſed themſelves of that city, and ſet it on fire; The old 
biſhop was taken priſoner, and carried to Brunſwick. Though 
Henry had reaſbn ro; de highly mcenſed at Ulric's behaviour, 
"yet hearing of the conflagration of Halberſtat, and ſeeing the 

grey headed prelate led in triumph, he could not help FO 
ſhedding tears. However, he did not releaſe . Ulrie im- 

1 .mediately, but ſent him to Herteneburg, where he was treated 
with all poſſible reſpett : the ducheſs Matilda, who was a moſt } 
humane princeſs, took particular care that the old biſhop 
ſhould be provided with neceſſaries; and, what ſtrongly cha- 
racteriſes the bigotry. of the times, ſhe made his ſituation eaſy - 
to him even by her own perſonal attendance. At length ſhe 

prevailed with the ae to foe him at liberty, Which Was ac-- | 

_cordingly done by a treaty concluded at Luneburg on Chriſt- 

mas-day. The biſhop was. ſoon. after taken ill at ee 
aan ddeparted this life July zoth, i | 
Henry's für-. TE duke having accommodated matters with, the biſhop of E 
W Halberſtat, marched a conſiderable army into the duch f 
Magdeburg, and from thenee penetrated into Thuringia, where” _ 
he made himſelf maſter af Northauſen and Mulhauſen. Then 
paſſing the diſtrict of Eichsfeld, he attacked the landgra ve Lewis: 
of Thuringia, who was intirely defeated and taken eee to 
. * nn nnn * The neus of 
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þ probabilicx.of reducing the duke, but by an extraordinary ex 

ertion of forde, reſolved to march againſt him in perſon. Two 
years were elapſed ſince the publication of the ban, and yet 
Henry. Had defended: himſelf ith ſuch intrepidity, that his 


enemies were not likely to diſpoſſeſs him of a} ſingle village. | 


He continued to face them on every ſide, 70 ee attack 
ed him, was almoſt ſure of being repulſed: .- | 
- FREDERICK: BARBAROSSA, determining to execute the ſen- 


NE, tence; of the diet; aſſembled a powerful army, and marched into 


Bavaria. Ratiſbon at firſt made ſome reſiſtance, but, upon the 
emperor's fayouring it with the dignity of a free imperial city, it 
immediately ſubmitted-; which example was followed by all the 
other. towns in that duchy. From thence he led his troops into 
the country of Brunſwick, where four of Henry' s chief officers 
deſerted their maſter, and. ſurrendered the ſtrong forts of Wol- 


ſucceſſes alarmed the emperor, ho Finding there was, no 


1108. 
Frederick 
Barbaroſſa 


reſolves to 
march - 


— 


The em 

ror's . 
ſes againſt 
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denberg, Lichtenberg, Lawenburg, and Blanckenburg, in one 


day. Frederick having nominated the archbiſhop of Cologne 


to the government of Brunſwick, proceeded with his army to 
_ "Hanover, which city was ſoon-obliged to capitulate. Whether 
itavas the reputation of the emperor's arms, or the terror of his 
name, or the number of his forces, there prevailed a general 


defection amongſt Henry's officers, and he ſoon found himſelf | 


deſerted even by his intimate friends. 


tis Tuus. preſſed on every ſide, Henry e to Bandewäick, | 


at that time a ſtrong and opulent city in the duchy of Lune- 


burg but to his great ſurprize-and mortification, he was de- 


nied admittance by Sn treacherous ſubjects. From thence 


he repaired to Lubeck, and after providing in the beſt manner 


he could · for the defence of that city, upon the emperor's ap- 


proach he withdrew to Stade. Frederick croſſed the Elbe with sieg 


his whole army, and marched towards Lubeck, intending to lay 


fiege:to that place. But as it was neceſſary to detach 'Walde- | 


mat, king of Denmark, from Henry's intereſts, he 


propoſed a a 


double match between his two ſons, and two daughters of His 
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Avipped a grand fleet, with which ho blocked up the nn 
of the Trave, While Frederick carried. on the Rege by land. 
The Lubeckers made a moſt obſtinate. defence ; but deſpairing | 
at length of ſuccours, they commiſſioned their biſhop to repair 
We e ee in order to propoſe terms of capitula- 
They obtained the moſt honourable and advantageous 
| pov Ty The emperor confirmed all their privileges, <x- 
empted them from any ſubje&ion Es and declared. *. 5 
beck a free imperial city... 
; Arten the ſurrender of en 1 ee bd bs 
army back into the neighbourhood of Luncburg,. where he re- 
ceived a from the duke at Stade, e his ſubmif- 
ſion, and deſiring to be admitted to his imperial majeſty's 
preſence. An audience at length was granted 3 the unfortu- 
nate duke be with the | utmoſt — 5a that his majeſty 
would vouchſafe to ſhe him ſome favour, and that he might 
be reſtored at leaſt to part of his domigions. Frederick, affect- 
ed by his misfortunes, laid the blame of what. had paſſed on 
the princes of the empire, and referred him to the diet that was 
to be held at Quedlinburg. Hera fome of Henry's: former 
friends, commiſerating his caſe, endeavoured to have him re- 
ſtored; but 2 violent diſpute ariſing between Henry and duke 
Bernard, who was a favourite. of the emperor, and had got 
poſſeſſion of Saxony, Frederick Was, obliged to diſſolve the aſ- 
ſerably, and to defer the examination. of - this affair till the 
meeting of another diet at Erfurt. But before it could take 
place, Sifrid, archbiſhop. of Bremen, ſeized the county of Stade, 
a ſief belonging to Henry the Lion; ace nen 
again put in poſſeſſion of Holſtein. „ 
Rxzpucep to this diſtreſs, Henry . ha wo appear 
at the diet of Erfurt. Here he threw-himfelf at the emperor's 
feet, and intirely ſubmitted to his merey. So ſtriking an in- 
ſtance of the mutability of human grandeur, could not but 
affect the great Barbaroſſa; he beheld proſtrate and humbled 
in Alien, a prince nearly allied to him a prince who had 
dance e his life, and whom. he had face —— _— . 
. 4 


e inne Ds if Ltr 


and toe Prince who' had made all Germany tremble, and 
Wo had fo lately ſubdued the warline Venedi : moved with 
this ſpeRcle, he roſe from his ſeat, lifted him up from the 
ground, embraced him, and could not. forbear ſhedding Y 

endeayouzed: to acquit himſelf of the crimes which had 
Hear to bis charge ; but ſuch was tlie apimokity | of his 


: enemies. and ſo an ken they intereſted. in his ruin, that 
the emperor finding i 


the hands * the different princes on whom they had- been 
e 37" and apprehending 
„ adviſed Henry to retire to England, tilt the rancovr of 
his ennie ſubſided, and means cauld 15 found out, for reinſta- 
ting bin in Ries former poſſeſſions. - A decree then paſſed,” 
enjoining Henry to quit the empire for three years, and not to 
return in that time, unleſs he were recalled by the emperor. 
He was permitted; however, to retain his alledial eſtate, con- 
fiſting of the territories of Brunſwick and Luneburg. Henry 

finding kimſ&f under a neceſſity of giving, way to the fury of 
his enemies, choſe' England for the place of his exile, A4 ſet 
a on 1 1182, with the ducheſs Matilda for Nor- 

Where his father-in-law king Henry II. then reſided. 

From chende he made 2 pilgrimage to Compoſtella or St. Jago 
in Spain; and returning the: fame year to Normandy, he em- 
barked for England in 1184, where he ſafely arrived in com- 
pany with king Henry. That very year His ducheſs. Matilda 
was delivered at Wincheſter of her youngeſt ſon William, ſur- 
bat Longaſpatha, from whom the preſent illuſtrious houſe 
of \'Branfwick is deſcended. ' Here we ſhall leave ecard for 
A time, and return to the affairs of Mecklenburg . 
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HE melancholy tidings of the death of Pribiſlaus had 
ſcarce reached the country of Mecklenburg, When feve- 
ral of the Venedic. nobility, who had embraced. Chriſtianity, 

rather through complaiſance to their prince than from inward 


It ſeems to us very probable, that Henry Burevinus was the only fon of Pribi- 
flaus, and we found our opinion on the third Diploma Doberanenſe, in which that 
prince ſays, We Henry Butevinus, prince of Mecklenburg and Kiſſin, reſlecting 
on the charitable donations made by our father Pribiſlaus, prince of the tka 
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 ctivition; aſſembled in a tumultuous manner, put all the 
' monks of the monaſtery of Dobberan to death, and razed that 
new building to the ground. Nicholas, the ſon of Wertiſlaus, 
on whom Pribiſlaus had ſettled the lordſhip of Roſtock, hearing 
of theſe dutrages, endeavoured to prevent their progreſs, and 
to puniſh the delinquents. With this view he collected a body 
of troops, and marched in queſt of the rebels, whom he found 
more numerous than he expected. An obſtinate engagement 
enſued, in which the forces of Nicholas were intirely routed, 
2 be himſelf eſcaped with great difficulty. The battle was 


fouglit the 11th of Dec! 1181: after this defeat, Henry Bu- 


reyinus undertook to reduce the reyolted, not by the terror of 
the ſword, but by gentle perſuaſion; and ſuch ſucceſs had he 


in his negotiation, that they laid down their arms, and ſubmit- 


ted to the authority of their ſovereign: a conqueſt, as Cran- 


zius obſerves, of all others the moſt glorious, to calm the ſtorm 


of ſedition, and ſubdue the minds of ſtubborn rebels, by 
the power of "eloquence. ' The mien of Dobberan was 


« have exdowed ler} of Dobberan with theſe lands hot peas, which 


<« include our father's grants, with the conſent of our ſons Henry and Nicholas. 


« Given iu the year of our lord 1192, in the ſecond year of the pontificate of pope 


« Celeſtine III.“ Now this pope was raiſed to the ſee of Rome in 1197, according 
to the Chronicon Ricardi apud Muratorium, tom. 3. So that in the ſecond year of 
that pontificate, viz. in 1192, Bureyinus might make uſe of the teſtimony of his 


ſons, now arrived at age of puberty. We have made this remark, to prevent any per- 


ſon from being led into an error by Kirchberg, who aſſerts that Woiſclava was 
brought to- bed of Henry at the time that her huſband was abroad on his pilgrimage, 
viz. in 1172. But this is impoſſible, unleſs we ſuppoſe that Henry was married the 
very year he was born. For it is manifeſt, that in the war which he waged in 1184 

againſt his couſin Nicholas, he had a ſon of ſufficient age to be a hoſtage, We 
had likewiſe .that Arnoldus Lub. mentions him in 1183, as having been married 
ſome time to princeſs Matilda, che daughter of Henry the Lion. Befides, if Pribi- 
Naus had an elder fon who ſettled in Denmark, and died there in 1183, how comes 


it chat he did not ſucceed to the whole, or to a part of his father's dominions ? We 


mult therefore conclude, either that Henry Burevinus was the only ſon of Pribiſlaus, 


or that if Canute were Henry's elder brother, he died Au hls 225 C 
Waimea, Went 
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Quarrel be- 


_ tween Bure. 


vinos ]. and 
his couſin 


ſduree. of the ſirſt quarreb that aroſs-between the two. couſins, 


1183. 
War i in Sax- 


the two cou- 
ſins are con- 


_ diSenhan aroſe between Hann and his couſin Nicholas, which 
tima ta 4 foreigy. dependenge. This war is commonly 


5. r 1 16 1 & 2% l. 0 
rehuilt by. dugdln in « re Ganptyoys manner, gud d, 


e with a more. ample revenue 

Fon this infacredion. it plaiply beatz, that the number of 
the Vepedi, who remained in that country after the. reſtoration... 
of Pribilaus,, was 20; .o inconliderable as. is commonly. repre». 
ſented 1 d from the, manner in, which Henry Bucgrinus, qui 
eted that diffurbance, one would naturally have expected. all the. 
happy effects of 4. wiſe aqmniniſtration. But. Wog after 4 fatal 


isvolved the family in. 2, civil wary and reduced it for me 
attri-. 
buted. to tha ambition of the two. ouſina, who quazrelled at. firſt 
abqug the paztitign. ef their dominipps. Nicholas, was deſirous 
that Heutzu Buxexinus ond reſign the country pollefed. by that 


prince's fathæs Prihiſlaus, in exchange for, the lordſhip. ef RO 


teck Should this have been the caſe, the. crime of ambition. 
could he imputed. only to Nicholas. But the trug origin of this. 


quagreh Was the, downfal of Henry the Lion. Henry Burevinus. 
had married that prince's daughter Matilda, and eſpouſed his 


cauſe when be Was attacked. by: the grand confederacy,.. On the | 
other hand, Nicholas having married the daughter of Albert 


che Bear, margrave of Brandenburg, joined with his father-in- 
ho, the inxeterate enemy of Henry the Lion. This was the 


Which was heightened afterwards hy the Pretenſſons of Nicholas 
to, Henry's daminions, . The Wächter üng at length ripen- 
ed into. a: war, of which. we have the following paxticulars. 

Arx the exile of Henry the Lion, Bernard. duke of 


I (>, youngeſt ſon of Albert the Bear) inſtead of being terrified 
ony, inw 


by that, Princes example, began to, haraſs. Bis ſabje@s with 
grievous extortions, and greatly- to, encroach on all. his neigh». 
bours. But his deſigns: ſeemed» to be levelled: chiefly- againſt 
Adolphus count of Holſtein, - Bernard count of Ratzeburg, and 


Gunzelin count of Schwerin. Theſe aablemen, > provoked at 


eee, a eee NL his © 


* N . 
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| 06A rela; Jones nen, rows for ei ran deſu, | 55 
and marched te warde Lawenburg, to. whith they immediately . 45 
laid nege: This city had been Built the preceding year by duke 
erhard, on à hill hear the Elbe and the Btccknitz in Eower 
Saxony. But as we ſhall Rave frequent oceaſtdff to ffiak& tens 
tiom ef this plate in the ccf e of our hiſtory; it Will be Sroper 
to enter into & eircurmſtantial ect both of the ne and 
een territory. 0 
Dees was otiginatly ly A batte, built thi mY Deſcription 
year out of the ruins of . # ſeat of Henty the Lion, a 
whe that prince was an exile in England. It Was deen. 
a we fall preſently find, after this very hege; by the cotnt 1 Pp 
3 But was rebtült again by the s orders. 
1189 Henry the Lion trade himfeff muſter of it api,” Lee 
feßded It againſt Bernard due of Saxôffy. It was after Wards * 
ſeized by Advtphus cott of Holfftei, hs was 6BHged to re- 
fig it to Waldemat II. king of Denmarle, m order tb procure : 
his liberty. This ptines created His ſiffer's' ſon, the brave count 
Albert of Orlemunde, governor of Eawenburg:; who being 
neade- prifoney at the battle of Bernhevede by the ebunt of 
Sehweriy, delivered it up to that prince for his ramſom. Thie 
count of Schwerin afterwards made 4 preſent of it to Albert 
duke of Saxony, for his aſſiſtanee in that important War. By 
& treaty of ſucceſſion between Migitus duke Med Brunſwick 
and Erie duke of Saxe Lawenburg in 1369, it was agreed i 
mould (devote to the furviving family, Fi flute of the 
letter Happening in 1689, by the deceaſe of duke Julius Fran- 
cis, George William duke of Zell took poſſeffion of it, though 
chere had been ſeveral claims mate by offer princes. George 5 
adulte of Zell dying in ryog, ix deſcended to Erneſt, facher of . 1 
king George. I. in whoſe poſterit it has ſinee oontinued- It is 
now — tor trade in corn and wood; having the 
conveniency of the navigation of the Blbe. Hence it is a prin· 
cipal thorough-fare for goods brought up that river, which are | 
afterwards conſigned” down the Stecknitz to Lubeck. The toll - 
on the Elbe produces alſo a handſome revenue. Formerly there 


a r was 


| 5 I 5 \ * 1. 
| 1 e e eee eee en nee 
edo there is only one wing of it demaining, in which. are the 


. hv. d eourts-of juſtice, and from whence they haye a delightful proſ- 
. 1 pPect of the adjacent country. The whole diſtrict of Lawenburg 
e 4 Ae is very level, the ſoil fruitful, producing plenty of grain. It 

| wWuas anciently part of Slavia Tranſalbina, and its inhabitants 

N were the Polabi, a tribe of the Weſtern Slavi or Venedi, con- 

PE, | fining on the Elbe, and whom we have often had occaſion to 
mention in the: ſecond book of this ann "os 40 return to. 

e AID OI of the war - . 
Wir betueen Tux ſiege of Lawenburg was cartied. on. with 8 vier | 
rr bis in a few days the town or caſtle. (for it. was then. very. little 

* +22 more) being obliged: to capitulate, was razed to the ground. 

| Duke Bernard, inſtead of marching againſt the counts, made his 

J | | complaint to the emperor Frederick Barbarofla,, who. was. then 

too much engaged to give him any aſſiſtance. ' Canute. king of 

i 21t22 Denmark, having lately ſucceeded his father king Waldemar, 

N Frederick ſummoned. that prince to attend the Aulic council in 

a perſon, and to do homage as a vaflal. of the. empire. But Ca- 

| ' nute diſdaining any ſuch ſubmiſſion, the. Emperor. perſuaded 
Bogiſlaus, on whom he had conferred the inveſtiture of Pome 

rania; to make war againſt Denmark. In this diſpute ſeveral 

other princes were involved, and among the reſt, for the rea- 

ſons ſpecified. above, the two couſins. Burevinus,and, N icholas. 
Unluckily theſe two princes. ,embraced.. different ſides of the 
queſtion.;. Nicholas joined. with duke Bernard, who had eſpou- 
ſed the cauſe of Canute, merely out. of reſentment to the empe- 
ror; and Burevinus entered into an alliance with Bogiſlaus, 
who had been promiſed liberal ſupplies of men and. money from 

Barbaroſſa. . Burevinus is alſo ſuppoſed to have been inſtigated 

| 1 by Frederick I. to join in the quarrel, againſt the Danes, in 

Fl . ; order to prevent Canute from adding As. gs 4 the. Venadi 

EL Shoe nu #5 the-teſt. of his:domanipay,. a fe gien DU igen 
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— the fituaticy of affairs, When the three counts 
Besriug of the engagements which Nicholas | had lately d 
contracted with duke Bernard, reſolved to treat him as an 
enemy to the empire. With this deſign they collected a 
ſtrong body of troops, and marching in the dead of the night 


into the territory ſubject to Nicholas, they ſurprized the town 


of Howe, in which his mother uſually reſided . They drove 
princeſd away, and made all the inhabitants priſoners 3 


that 
after Which they ſet the town on fire, according to the barba- 


rous practice of the times, ravaged the open country, and re 
turned with a prodigious booty. Nicholas was obliged to fly, 


and take ſhelter with duke Bernard, who was then in Havel- 
berg, while Burevinus ſeized the towns of Roſtock and Meck- 
lenburg, which had been ſettled on his couſin by Pribiſlaus. 


arms of the enemies of his country; and being aſſiſted by Otho 
marquis ef Brandenburg, he made frequent incurſions into 
Burevinus's territories, where he laid all before him waſte with 
fire and ſword; In the mean time, Bogiſlaus being diſappoint- 
ed in his attempt to gain over Jarimar prinee of Rugen, pre- 
pared to invade that and, While he was amuſing the prince, 
as well as the court of Denmark, with negotiations. Jarimar, 


| who was uncle to king Canute; acquainted the king with theſe 


tranſactions, and neglected no precaution neceſſary for making 
a gallant defence. He even was before-hand with the enemy, 
having made incurfions into the territory bordering on the river 
Peine. Burevinus, to ſhew his zeal in the cauſe, fitted out a 
fmall ſquadron, and landed ſome forces in the iſle” of Rugen, 
where he had the misfortune to be taken priſoner; This cir- 
_ cumftance gave great ſutisfuction to Jarimar, knowing of what 


advantage it would be to the Danes to have a perſon of that 


rank in their cuſtody. He therefore ſent him away: under: a 


ſtrong convoy immediately to Canute, who ordered him to be 
Kept in cloſe: confinement: But Burevinus's good fortune: 


; #*The wife of prince Wertiſlaus, who was hanged by Henry the Lion : I do not 


And this e name nnn in hiſtory... 
| EN | would 


Provoked at this treatment, Nicholas flung Himſelf into the 


wy... A 


3 en- 


Ei ade. 


p * 
1 
1 


Ain n 1 ren 1 


N . have it, that very {gon after this event, Niclotus making 
_ © n irruption into Pomerania, fell into the hands of Bogiſlaus, 
from whora he met with the ſame treatment as his couſin Bure- 
vinus had done from Canute, and was reſerved for an exchange, | 
Whenever the Dane would. conſent to ſet the other at liberty. 
"Such was the fate of the two princes of Mecklenburg (for by 
this appellation we henceforward ſhall ſtile this illuſtrious line) 
whoſe damaſtic variances involved. their country in civil broils, 
and had like to have terminated in the ruin of the family. 


1 . ̃ ͤ?—Q— . ⅛flxL here,: thas:he 
— f. acquainted Barbaroſſa he ſhould ſhortly have it in his power to 


merania. bring Canute to his imperial majeſtys terms. But he was 
Ping greatly miſtaken. in his account; for Abſalom, the Daniſh mini- 
ſter was no ſoonet informed of Bogilaus's, preparations, than 
be publiſbed an order for all able-bodied men in the Daniſh 
iſlands, within a ceatain age, to aſſemble under arms. The 
king being then abſent. in Jutland, the miniſter thought it 
might be attended with ome; danger ta wait for his inſtructions. 
; A fleet was therefore fitted out with the utmoſt expedition, and 
the troops were embarked. and under fail, before Begiſlaus had 
| notice of this armament... The miniſter himfelf took upon him 
: the command, of the fleet, as well as of the land forces, and 
diſperſed directions among the officers, regulating. their man- 
ner of engagiũg and encouraging; them to behave like gallant 
men. Then falling on DagiGone, while! he lay at anchor. at 
ſome diſtance from not in the leaſt dreaming of an ene- 
my's approach, he defeated and diſperſed his whole ſquadron; 
with a very inconſiderable loſs. Shewing himſelf afterwards 
as able a commander by land as ſea, he puſhed his good. fortune, 
attacked and made himſelf maſter of Wolgaſt, Wollin, and fer 
veral other fortified: places. which wp ans "oo * e | 
en troops Wat | 
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Tus reader will no doubt be curious with regard te this Hiftory: of 
__ man, who was fo able # miniſter, ' admiral, and ro 
general; but he will be ſurprinec to heur that he was a prelate, 
2 what is very fingular in that rude and ignorant age, a pre- 
late no leſs famed for his piety and learning, than for the 
above- mentioned accompliſhments. This man was born 
in Denmark, but in what province is not known. We are told 
that his' grandfather was called Skiatmohuid, or the White 
Horſe. He entered early into orders, and his rare abilities 
bim ehe bifhoprie of Roſchift in 11 57. In 1167, 
being deſirous of awing the pirates that infeſted cho ſeas, and 
of procuring's ſafe receptacle to the Daniſh veſſels, he built the 
caftte of Axlehuys in the ifte- of Zealand, afterwards called 
Stegelburg, which was the firſt riſe of the celebrated port and 
city of Copenhagen. As he had given extraordinary proofs of 
his zeal for eeclefiaftical diſcipline, Waldemar I. promoted. 
him in r17# from the ſee of Roſchild to the archbiſhopric of 


Lunden; and in 1185 appointed him one of the n e ur to | 
his ſon "Canute. He died at Sora in 1201, at the age of 73. 


We Have thou ght proper to pay this tribute to the memory of 
the great Abſalom, who, though a fighting biſhop,, is recorded 
in hiſtory with the higheſt encomiums, as a faithful ſervant of 
the erown, the father of the poor, the ſcourge of vice and his: 
country's foes, an encourager of learning *, a rewarder of 
merit ; in ſhort, one of the greateſt men that ever adorned, the 

annals of Denmark T. 


Tuts fame year died Canute, a prince of the royal family of 16; 
the Venedi, fon of Priſclavus, of whom frequent mention has 


been made in the preceding volume. After his father's death 
in 1170, he ſucceeded him as lord of Laland, an eſtate which. 
had been conferred on that prince by king Waldemar He 


„Henne hy frſfthat porkiaded Saxo Grammaticus to undertake the Daniſh NY 
tary, and countenanced- and ſupported him during the. time he was engaged'in-that' 
elegant work ; for which poſterity is greatly indebted to this e e Saxo i is ſaid' 
to have died a few years after his patron... 


« + Arnold. Lub. Saxo Gram. Ponta, = * 
£57 Boks . | 


does 


| * 


that as cf poſſeſſed but of a ſmall eſtate. in Laland, it was 
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= have behaved with that courage and valour, for which his 


father is celebrated in the Daniſh annals. On the contrary, 
we meet with a paſſage in Saxo, which plainly ſhews him io 
have been of a degenerate ſpirit. In the Rugian war king 
Waldemar had. honoured: this prince with the command of a 
body of r whoſe deſtination. was to watch the motions of 
the enemy. Canute declined the command, and told the king, 


not worth his Sl to expoſe his perſon. for the defence of ſo 
trifling a property. Surprized at ſo inſolent a ſpeech, Wal- 


demar replied, that he bad, conferred . but / ſmall favours , 


on him, becauſe he did not think his conduct deſerving of en- 


wy couragement J nor did he ſee any likelihood that he ſhould . 


118 
Treaty 
tween Den- 
mark and 
Pomerania. 


The princes 


of Mecklen- 
burg _ 


to pay ho- 


1 


hereafter have occaſion to behave with greater liberality... We 
find, however, from Saxo, that beſides Laland, Canute held 
Fas lands in the iſle of Fuhnen ; for he takes notice that a'few 
ſhips belonging to the Jutland fleet, arrived in 1170. at a, town 
in Fuhnen, built by Canute the ſon of Priſclavus . The 
ſame hiſtorian affirms, that this prince died in 1183, and was 
buried in St. Canute's church at Odenſee. ... 1 

Tux year following the king of Denmark marched; a e 
army into Pomerania, and * the whole province. Bogiſ- 
laus lay in ambuſh for the Danes, in the neighbourhood of 
Camin; but a briſk ſkirmiſh enſuing, he was defeated, and 
had like to have been taken priſoner. Finding himſelf hard | 


| preſſed, and his country exhauſted, he applied to Abſalom, to 


intercede with the king for a peace, Which at length was 
granted. The conditions were ſevere 3 he was not only obliged ; 
to pay an extraordinary ſum as an indemnity for the expences of 
the war, but to pay homage to Canute, and to hold Pomerania 
as {a fref of Denmark. By the ſame treaty the two couſins, 
Burevinus and Niclotus, were releaſed from their captivity, the 
former by, Canute, and the latter by e under the ſame 
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Ie condition of holding their dominions of the crown 


of Denmark, For the performance of this treaty they all gave 
| hoſtages; and among 
tecovered his territory of Roſtock; and Burevinus retook poſſeſ- 


the reſt was a ſon of Burevinus. Niclotus 


fion of owe and Mecklenburg. Thus the Daniſh kings be- 
came lords paramount, not only over the princes of Mecklen- 
burg, but over thoſe of Holſtein, Pomerania, Pruſſia, and 
Livonia; and enjoyed that power till 1223, as will be ſeen in 
the ſequel of chis Hiſtory. This was a moſt mortifying æra to 


_ thoſe illuſtrious: princes, and to their whole family: by their 


unhappy diviſions the ſouthern coaſt of the Baltic became de- 
pendent on 4 prince, whoſe father was ſaid to have N 


bomage himſelf to the empire . 


Fg D ERIC BARBAROSSA, Was not a little n at the 


iſſue of this war; but the multiplicity of affairs which he had 
at that — upon his hands, prevented his giving any aſſiſtance 


to After he had ſettled affairs in Italy, by the peace 


of eee 1183, he aſſembled a diet at Mentz in 1184, 


F by * 
. 


where his eldeſt ſon Henry being again acknowledged king of 
the Romans, he knighted him and his brother prince F dg 
rick ; a circumſtance. the more remarkable, as he was the firſt 


emperor that conferred this honour on his ſons, according to 


the rules and ceremonies of chivalry 


Tux three years of Henry the Lion's exile being expired, 
his prince returned to Germany, 


times by letter to the emperor, complaining of the deſolate 


and applied ſeveral 


condition in which he found his territories of Brunſwick and 


_ Luneburg, and reminding him of the promiſe he had made to 
reſtore him after the expiration of three years, to the reſt of his 
dominions. But his complaints were ineffeQual, for the em- 
peror continued to amuſe him with a renewal of ſpecious pro- 
miſes. Henry, in the times of his adverſity, had many oppor- 
-tunities of trying his friends, and of diſtinguiſhing ſuch as were 


fincerely attached to his intereſt, from thoſe who were actuated 
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1185. 
Henry 
Lion — iN 
to Germany. 


4 


1186. 


monedl a diet at Mentz, where a great number of the princes of 
the empire entered into an engagement to take up the croſs for 
the recoyery of the Holy-land; and the emperor himſelf, at the 
age ef fixty-eight, embarked in the E. omprry bon 6 oP 

7 he was reconciled. to the See of Rome. | 


4s urs r EN Cn 


merely 87 views of el own' private emolument. or the latter 
We have a remarkable inſtance in Hartwic, who had been MN 
_ tary at the court of Brunſwick in che days of the duke's proſperi 
and whom this prince had preferred to a canohry in — 
of Bremen, Hearing that this man had been elected archbiſhop 
of that city, he ſent 'a meſſenger to him, congratulating: him 
upon his new dignity, and defiring the pleaſure of an interview; 
the place and manner of which he left intirely to himdelf+ . 
The ungrateful prieſt declined the offer; and would not youchs 
faſe to ſee or to correſportd with a prince, to whom he was in 
en for all his digni ty and gratidevr r otros 
Ix the mean time, new diſturbances neſs in ttaly between 
pope Urban III. and Frederick Barbaroſſa The pope inſiſted on 
his reinſtating Henry the Lion, and reſtoring the dominions of 
the counteſs Matilda, which were an eternal bone of contention 


between the empire and the church. He likewiſe endeavoured 

| to foment a difference between Frederick and the prelates of | 
Germany, who complained of his having violated ſome of their 

privileges. The emperor apprehending the conſequence of a 


quarrel with the clergy, aſſembled a diet at Gelnhauſen; where 


he found means to be reconciled to the ecclefiaſtical princes. 
Trritated at this behaviour of the prelates, the pope was upon 


the point of excommunicating the emperor, when death pre- 


vented him on the 19th of October 1187. Frederick was em- 
ployed in making regulations for the eſtabliſſunent of 


peace ant 
good order in Germany, when tidings arrived of the taking of 
Jeruſalem by Saladin; an event Which filled all Europe with 
conſternation. The new pope: Clement III. ordered ' cruſade 
to be preached throughout Chriſtendom. The emperor ſum- 


— 
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. BixnNARD, duke of Saxony, was one af the firſt who pro- 
3 te acm pahy the emperor in this expedition: but he ſoon 
alter made objections, on pretence that Henry the Lion might 
take advantage of his abſence. to raiſe freſh diſturbances-in the 

empira. Frederick aſſembled another diet the ſame year at 
Goſlar, with a; view, as he pretended, of finally adjuſting the 
_ diſputes about Henry's dominions. Henry: De but how 
Steat was his ſurprize, when, inſtead of the juſtice promiſed him, 
Frederick inſiſted either on his accompanying him to the Holy- 
land, or his returning to England, and refiding there till the 
cruſade was over, at which time he ſhould be fully reinſtated in 


all his dominjons | Henry choſe the latter, after having bound 


| himſelf by oath not to the the DE! of Germany, . during 


the emperor's abſence. 


FREDERICK having md 4 diet at Ratiſbon, add 
committed the adminiſtration of the empire during his ab- 


ſence to his ſon Henry, king of the 1 took the croſs, 
and ſet out for Paleſtine, 


fiſting of one hundred and fifty thouſand fighting men, 


aſſembled at Preſburg, and from thence directing their 
march through Hungary, arrived at length in Aſia. Their 


NR in the beginning met with ſome ſucceſs: they 
ſubdued Cilicia, and 
ſudden loſs: of their general, Barbaroſſa, put a ſtop to their 
victories. This great prince, overcome with the ſultry heat of 
'a f ummer-day, ventured to bathe in the river Cydnus, where, 
unable to cope with the current, he unfortunately loſt his life.. 
His body was found, and interred i in the city of Tyre. He Was 
ſucceeded in the imperial dignity by his ſon Henry VI. ſur- 


named the Severe and in the command of the eruſading army 
by his ſon Frederick duke of Suabia: this prince died at the 


The army of the cruſaders, con- 


penetrated into Armenia; but the 


Frederick 
undertakes 


'a cruſade to 


the Holy- 
land. N 


— 


Frederick 
ſettles the 
adminiſtra- 
tion in his 
abſence. 


- 
a 
* 
* 


lege of Ptolemais of an infectious eee which proved 


fatal to the greateſt part of his forces. The ſhattered remains 
of the army S ee to Germany, except a few that ſtayed 
with ON duke of Auſtria. Cue was the fatality "yp at- 
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" ArTer the departure of Frederick Barber bor Paleſtine; 
his ſon Henry, king of the Romans, found it difficult to man- 


tain his authority in the empire. Henry the Lion, in purſu- 


ance of his a 


d Upon his landing in the county of Stade, he was kindly received 


town of Stade, when 
| Holſtein, who-offered to ſubje& themſelves once more to his: 


Ratecbuig, 


on the fide of the Elbe, he entered Holſtein with a body” 


greement, ſet out for England, but left his wife 
Matilda at Brunſwick, where ſhe died ſoon after, upon hearing 
of the deceaſe of her royal father Henry II. Bernard, duke of 
Saxony, was to have attended the emperor to the Holy-lands 


but preferring intereſt to religion, he thought proper to remain 


in Germany, and to ſeize this opportunity of invading thoſe 


which continued ſubject to Henry s-dominion. Incen- 
fed at this perfidious behaviour, Henry looked upon himſelf as 
releaſed from the obligation of his oath : with'the advicetherefore 


of his brother-in-law Richard I. king of England, and of his. 


ſon-in-law Canute, king of Denmark, he returned to Germany. 


by the archbiſhop of Bremen. He had juſt begun 


to fortify the 
deputies arrived from the inhabitants of 


government: their Gebe hens Wen Ne di the counts of 
and Schwerin, with feveral others of his vaſſalsss. 

Encovr4cer' by theſe invitations, Henry reſolved to have 
recourſd to arms, in hopes that fortune would at 
ſecond the juſtice of his cauſe. After he had fortified himfalf 
of” 

troops, furniſhed by the archbiſhop and other noblemen, and 
laid Liege to Bardewick, at that time a very large city in Lower 
Saxony. The inhabitants were ſummoned to ſurrender to their 


awful ſovereign; but inſtead of oomplying with this zuſt de- 


from the walls. 80 provoked was Henty 
ke vowed the deſtruction of that ci 


| with great vigour, and, at len 


mand, they had the inſolence to ſhe their naked poſteriorb 
at this indignity, that. 
The fiege was carried os 
, the 35 was taken by: 
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88 of it now remaining are a caſtle, and a little » 
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aflault. plundered; and burnt to the ground. The only wei 
tuate 
on the river: Ilmenow-in the duchy- of--Luneburg,, within a 
* league of that city. The emperor hoon. received advice of the 
duke s return, and of the hoſtilities committed in Lower Sax- 
_ ony,, marched an army into the country of Brunſwick, in order 
to ſtop Henry the Lion's progreſs : but mi "in his at- 
tempt upon Brunſwick, he turned off to the ducky of Bremen;; 
and after he had ravaged the whole country, he came up with 
the army under the command of Henry the Lion, in the neigh+ 
.. bourhood of Verden. An engagement enſuing, he obtained a 
complete victory. Henry the Lion, humbled by this unfa- 
vourable turn of fortune, had recourſe to the interceflion of the 
- archbiſhops of Mentz and Cologne. A diet was aſſembled at 
Fulda, here Henry appeared. The conditions the ind obliy 
granted him were, That the town of Brunſwick ſhould be dif. ſubmit. 
mantled, the citadel of Lawenburg razed to the ground, and 
Lubeck equally divided between Henry and Adolphus count of 
Holftein'; that he ſhould give his fon Lotharius as an hoſtage ;. 
and that Henry his eldeſt fon, attended by fifty knights, ſhould 
accompany. the emperor in his expedition to Italy. In conſi- 
deration of his compliance, the emperor promiſed that all his 
* ſhould be. reſtored: to him, without ſpecifying the - 
Henry finding it dangerous to retire without ſubſeribin ing 


thels articles, ſubmitted at length, and ſent his ſon Lotharius- 
as an hoſtage to the emperor -. + 

Two years had now elapſed &nce the cenclufion-of the lat: 1192. 
neaty, when Henry the Lion finding that the emperor, under 
Various pretences, delayed to do him juſtice, ſeized. upon. Hol- Henry the 
ſtein, as part of his ancient inheritance, Scarce had he entered Hebes 
on this meaſure, when Adolphus of Schawenburg, count of © 


Reizen, returned from his pe e to Paleſtine, and hear- 
ing that duke Henry had poſſeſſed himſelf of Holſtein, he had 
N recourſe to-the emperorꝭ in order to be reinſtated in chat pro=- - 


| * Anal. Lad. Srgonn Gin „ Steerd. Barre: | 
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vince... 


e ns T n B 1 4 8 x 0 1. „ ve Book Bj. 
d Thy "emperor gave bim great... projniſes,” but 
E of . troops, being e in 27 EY 
army for the conqueſt of the kingdoms. of Naples and Sicily. 
- Adolphys, | therefore, deſpairing of. ſuccours from that quarter, f 
and finding the duke poſſeſſed of che ſtrong places on the banks 
af the Elbe, and that Henry Burevinus, the duke's ſon-in-law, | 
lay in wait for him, ſhould he attempt to paſs through the ter- 
ritory of Mecklenburg, applied to Bernard duke of Saxony, 
and to Othe marquis of Brandenburg, whoſe intereſt it was to 
prexent Henry che Lion from railing, his head.  Afliſted by 
|  - - thoſe, princes, and by his ſon-in-law the count de Daſſel, = 
collected a conſiderable army, and. marched. into Holſtein ; 
where he defeated Henry's forces, and ſoon recovered poſſeſſion 
of the hole country. He likewiſe made himſelf maſter, of 
Stade and Lubeck, and received the inveſtiture, of thoſe Places 
; from the emperor # e 
Abobr this time duke Henry 8 ö Richard, 
Richard Ling of England, was treacherouſly ſeized by the duke of Au- 
lng 24 Aria, and delivered into the hands of Henry "VL. This prince 
ſoned inGer- promiſed- at firſt to ſet him at liberty,” _ afterwards. inſiſted 
* Aon his paying an exorbitant ranſom +... Richard was obliged 
| to ſubmit to the hard conditions impoſed on him, to pay a a 
dred thouſand marks down, and to give hoſtages for the reſt. 
Among the hoſtages were two of duke Henry's ſons, Otho and 
William, who had. remained i in England ; . Otho was ſent to the 
emperor, and William to the duke of Auſtria. King Richard 
.*.._ having afterwards refuſed to pay the other fifty thouſand marks, 
* the, emperor threatened to ſacrifice Henry's ſon. This is 
W faid to haue been the cauſe that prevented him from bene 
: . 9 ing to aſſert his right by force of arms; and which induced him 
dio try whether there was any poſſibility of being reconciled to the 
3 emperor. „Henry VI. having promiſed to favour him with an 
| tween Hen interview, the city of Salfeld in Thuringia was pitched pop. for 


8 


VI. 
N Henry the * Ainold. Lub: Siriptoits rer. Germ · et Brunfvic. Heiſle, \Barre.. - 
e >; g +. The ranſom is ſaid to hays been a hundred and fifty thouſand 3 of Giver 
A prodigious ſum in thoſe . and N to aun of —_— cues. 
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ing to have a dangerous fall from his horſe by the way, he was 


"2 carried back to Brumſwick. Upon account of Henry's indiſpo- 
ſition, the emperor appointed Dullethe, = place much nearer. 
to Bronfwick, for the interview 3; — 808 duke with- 
out ceremony, and embraced him ſeemingly with great marks 
of tenderneſs. But this. was all grimace princes who. have 
never Experienced diſtreſs themſelves, ſeldom relent at the, 


fight of human woes, or feel their hearts ſoftened by pity: 
all that the- duke could obtain from the emperor, was ſpe- 


which he ſoon forgot, and, indeed, never intended to perform. 
Soon after this interview the emperor returned to Italy, to take 
poſſeſſion of the Two Sicilies, upon the death of Tancred ; and 


| died at Meſſina in 1197. Henry the Lion reſigned his laſt 


breath two years before him, in the month of Auguſt, and in 
his fixty-fixth year. He had been indifpoſed ever fince the 


Interview at Dullethe ; and the church of St. Blafius in Brunſ- 


wick being ſtruck with lightning, the apprehenſion leſt the 
flames mould communicate to the neighbouring palace in which 


he lay, is ſaid to have haſtened his difloſution, which happened | 


in the year 1195. 


8 17 an utter enemy to loth and Iuxury; his carriage 
open an chearful yet there was a proper mixture of ſe- 


nanimous, and humane. 'His courage and exploits were great, 
yet, he was ever more deſirous of meriting, than receiving ap- 
plauſe,” © His fortune fell fliort of what he deſerved, had'he been 
pofſefſed of the moſt” extenfive empire. Yet through an unac- 
countable concurrence of events, his life, eſpecially towards 
the decline, was b . but a W of a 


_ Henzy the Lion was is comely i in his 8180 of a robuſt con- 
ſtitution, and ſprightly genius. He uſed himſelf to manly ex- 


3 5 and gravity in his temper. He adminiſtered juſtice 


with great eg, whereby he ſtruck a terror into offen- 
ders, and conciliated the affection of the innocent and virtugus, 
whom he took under his protection. He was generous, mag 


promiſes to reinſtate him in his dominions; promiſes | 


Death of 
Henry the 
Lon. 


1195. 
His charac» 
ter. | 


A 
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int ments. It has been obſerved that the poſteri rity 
peror, who bore ſo-implacable an enmity to this great 
prince, was ſoon extirpated from the face of the earth, by =. 
| cataſtrophe that excited horror in all that heard it. The 2 
prince of the imperial family loſt his head upon a ſcaffold at 
Naples; whereas Henry's poſterity has flouriſhed through a long 
ſucteſſion of ages to the preſent time, and now with dignity. 
and renown fills the throne of che Britiſh realms. , He left 
three ſons : Henry, ſurnamed the Long ; Otho, who became 
emperor z and William, ſurnamed Long-Sword, who conti- 4 

nued the family *, er d RO OT MEE 
„ eee ANN 4 | 


of the em 


chr. v. ; 


Eg Bete and Mela alt of andere 4 in | the enn 

Ide margquis of Brandenburg and the prince of Pamerania. War 

 betwixt Denmark and Adolphus count of err The battle of 

' Warkowe, in which Niclotus is killed. - ions of the Danes 

and Holfttiners. Succeſſes of Waldemar duke f Slefwick. Upon 

tbe death of his brother king Canute, be is declared king of the 
Danes, Venedi, and Nordalbingiats. State of the empire: The 

die of MecMenburg and Pomerania are obliged to pay bomage to 

| Hademar. ee ee | 


DVERSITY is the ſchool of princes ; 1 two couſins, 

Henry Burevinus and Niclotus, had profited by their lt. 
fortunes —— the treaty with Denmark in 1187; ſo as to live 
ever after in perſect harmony, making it their conſtant\ſtudy 
to cultivate the arts of „and to repair the injuries which 
their country had ſuſtained from a ferien of war and devaſtation. 


„ Aradid. Eub. Gen. . Brunſe, Rader. de rebus 
Peas. r. weten . V | 
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- But princes 1 ſurrounded by potent and quarrelſome neighbours, 
have it not always in their power to live at peace, being often 
"obliged to declare in favour of one of the contending parties. 


War between 
Brandenburg 
and Pomera- 
nia. 


Such was the ſituation of the two princes of Mecklenburg this 


very year, in which Henry the Lion breathed: his laſt. Otho, 
marquis of Brandenburg, a reſtleſs and enterprizing prince, lay- 
ing claim to ſeveral caſtles and fortreſſes in Pomerania *, 


marched an army into that country, and ſeized thoſe caſtles as 


his Tawful property. Bogiſlaus, duke of Pomerania, was obliged 


to apply for alliſtance to Canute king of Denmark, who, ſince 
the above-mentioned treaty, looked upon the whole country of 
the Venedi as a fief dependent on his-crown. Canute therefore 
determined to ſypport the Pomeranians, and to recover thoſe 
fortreſſes by force of arms. He was farther incited to embark 
in this quarrel, by his reſentment againſt the marquis, who had 
aſſiſted Waldemar, biſhop of Sleſwick, in a late attempt to uſurp 
the regal authority. The king accordingly ordered a ſtrong 


1195. 


fleet to be fitted out, and conferred the command thereof on his 


bern. For it was now become a cuſtom with the Danes to place 
biſhops at the head of their armies, ſince Abſalom's campaigns 
had been crowned with ſuch ſucceſs. The Daniſh fleet entered 
the river: Oder, where the troops landed, and were joined by a 
body of Pomeranians and Mecklenburghers . It does not ap- 
pear Ste either Burevinus or Niclotus commanded their troops 
0h n perſon. and it ſeems probable that they ſent ſo ſmall a number, 


Erxantzius aſſigns another cauſe of ds wur on the part of Ocho, namely, the 
- uneaſitieſs it gave him chat Denmark ſhould gain ſuch an aſcendant in Germany, bỹ 
means of the late diſſenſion between Burevinus and. Niclotus, who were become de- 
pendent. on that crown ; and that he conſidered this as an indignity and a.loſs to the 
empire; conſequently his marching into Pomerania, according to this principle, was 
from En n * ene of ths Venedi enn. 
N ein 
+ This prelete wat the fon of Canute, ſlain by! Swen at the public entertainment 
"which he made for him and the late king Waldemar, at Roſchild. 
* We ſhall henceforward' diſtinguiſh the ſubjects of the ſerene family, at leaſt of 


che elder branch, by W e a theaſelyes ew War title from 
| Mecklenburg. 


chancellor Peter, biſhop of Roſchild +, and his brother Tor- 


or. l. e 


The biſh 
of Roſchil 
taken pri- 


* nute took up. his. reſidence in the iſle of 


the death of a biſhop, ordered the kee 
Indulgence, he applied for. The keeper,” whoſe name was 
Ludolfus, went beyond the marquis's order; for he indulged 
| his priſoner fo far as to fuffer him to eſcape for a conſiderable 


expence of maintaining a captive of that quality. 
may, the marquis, animated by his ſucceſſes, concluded an alliance 
with Adolphus count of Holſtein, to carry on the war a * 
the Danes and their allies. Accordingly,” theſe two princes 5 
baving joined their forces, made incurſions into the country of 


DER an 11 1 118 8 
. through any intenti6n to voi: the Danes; Yar Wha pl 


with their engagements. However that ma 


oha, to obſerve. 
their operations, and to wait. the event. The two armies ſoon 


bote a. 


have been, ford | 


met ; -and "notwithſtanding "t that the Daniſh general behaved | 


with the greateſt conduct and intrepidity, his forces were Intire- 
FF routed, his brother was ſlain, and himfelf wounded and taken 


priſoner. "The: remainder of the Daniſh army fled with breat 
precipitation to their ſhips,. and fet fail for Denk ach 


Tux biſhop, was kept two years 4 Cloſe priſoner, in conſe-- 


quence of which his health was conſiderably impaired. © But £ 


pretending to be wore than he really was, he applied to the- 
1 1. for indulgence, that he might have leave to take 


the air, and that the ſeverity of kits confinement might 
be Glegeted. The mar 


prefate's illneſs, and fearing that if he happened to die during 
his captivity, he ſhould not only foſe the advantage of his en- 
largement, but likewiſe be charged with Having contributed to 


per ro grant him the 


ſum of money, and accompanied im in his flight to Denmark. 


There are ſome who impute this eſcape to a connivance of the 


marquis, intimating that he was unwilling to be any longer at the 


Mecklenburg and Pomerania : they propoſed moreover to in- 
vade and lay waſte the iſland of Rugs, had not a ſudden thaw 
'diffolved'the ice, and put a ſtop to their deſign. Canute being 


highly incenſed at theſe proceedings, took upon him the com 


mand of his army in perſon the — AO: and d marching; 
* Arnold. Lub. Cranzius. . 


* ; — 40 
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quis, alarmed at the account of the 


Be that as it 
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inte Holſtein, laid Adolphus' s territories ner very heavy con- 
- tribution. Adolphus, no way intimidated by ſc ſo. powerful an enc- 
my,afſembled his forces; conſiſting chiefly. of auxiliaries, among 
whom were the marquis of Brandenburg, and Hartwic archbiſhop 


of Bremen. Canute was too advantageouſly encamped for = 


enemy to venture upon attacking him, ſo that the campaign was 
ſpent in obſerving tach other; and winter approaching, the ar- 
mies withdrew into their reſpective quarters. The count having 
© exhauſted himſelf to maintain ſuch a number of troops, the 

greater part of them retired, to their ſeveral countries, for 
want of ſubſiſtence. During the winter Adolphus ſet about 
fortifying the town of Renſburg, in order to ſtop the progreſs 
of the Danes the enſuing campaign. In the month of May the 
King took the field, and advanced with a numerous army to the 
river Eyder: the count not having forces ſufficient to oppoſe 
him, was obliged to ſue for peace, which was granted upon 

condition of his delivering up the fortreſs of Renſburg, Adol- 
phus being under a neceſſity of acquieſcing, the king of Den- 
mark took ” offeſiion. of that important poſt, and built a ſpacious 
bridge over the e in n to have acceſs to the ee of 
Holſtein “. 


Bor this peace Was ph + no long gontinuance. 1 | un- 


1200. 


| 45 under the conditions impoſed on him, had once more ro- wa ae 


coutſe to arms; and being joined by his nephew, the count de Holſtein. 


Daſle, he laid ſiege to Lawenburg. The inhabitants of this 
place having waited in vain for ſuccours from Denmark, were 
at length obliged to ſurrender. From thence he turned his 
arms into Ditmarſh, and levied: conſiderable, contributions 
throughout the country. Canute being greatly irritated at this 
violation of the late peace, raiſed a formidable army, the com- 
mand of which he conferred on his brother Waldemar, duke of 
Slefwick. With a view at the ſame time to make a powerful 
diverſion, he engaged the princes. of Mecklenburgd Burevinus 
and Nicholas, to march their forces into the teri tory of Adol- 


phys count de Daſle, ſituated 3 in the on of Hildeſhe: 
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mark and 


Burevinus 
and Nicholas 
attack the 
count de 


Daſle. 
3 
N 2 
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Borchen being brother-in-law to the heirs of Henry the Lion, 


obtained a free | paſſage through the country of Brunſwick and 


1 Luneburg. The count flew to cover his dominions, and both 


armies meeting at a place called Warſkowe, there enſued a 
bloody engagement. Nicholas began the attack with the 


greateſt intrepidity, but was unfortunately 
very firſt onſet. The news of his death being ſpread through- 


out the army, increaſed the ardour of his men, impatient to re- 
venge the loſs of their much lamented ſovereign and. commander. 
The enemy, unable to ftand fo violent a ſhock, began to give 
way on every fide, and at length quitted the field of battle: 


multitudes of them were killed and wounded, a greater number 
were made- priſoners, and the count de Daſle himſelf narrowly 
eſcaped being taken in the purſyit. Thus did Burevinus obtain 
a complete — with a yery inconſiderable loſs, if we ex- 


cept that of his couſin Nicholas. The untimely fate of this 


prince, the ſon of the celebrated Wertiſlaus, was greatly de- 
plored by all his ſubjects, who revered him for his wiſdom, 


admired him for his ene and loved Him for his goodneſs 


and humanity *. 
Amond other inſtances of his generoity, and indeed of his 


piety, according to the religion of the times, we may mention 


Huis donations to the convent of Dobberan, for which he had a 


particular regard. This appears by the firſt Diploma Dobbe- 
ranenſe +, where he expreſſes himſelf thus: I Nicholas, 
prince of the Slavi, have taken the monks of Dobberan un- 
«« der my care and protection; and, in conſequence thereof, I 

grant them the eſtate called Wilſne, with the ſame rights 


.«« and privileges as were annexed to the donations which my 
* unele Pribiſlaus made to thoſe fathers. Witneſs Henry Bu- 
rue, prince of Mecklenburg. Given at Roſtock, the fixth 
of the ides of April 1190. Indict. VIII. in the pontificate of 
« pope Clement, and in the reign of the ae, Frederick. 


„Arnold. Lub. Crantz. Goldaſt. Memor. Holſat. Hamsfort, rer. Holſat. ho | 


meiſter Antiq. Roſtock. Peterſen Holſt. Chron. Corner, Buckholtz, — 
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17 another Aploma he glories, that eyer fince he took the reins. 
of government over the Slavi into his hands, he had laboured 
hard, together with his couſin Bureyinus, for the good of the 
Dobberanenſians. But his generoſity was not confined to the 

_ clergy, he likewiſe repaired, the town of Roſtock, which had 

7 ſuffered from the Daniſh troops under king Waldemar. 
His body was carried to Dobberan, and 5668 interred in 
that church the 26th of. May 1209. In the ſeal to a diploma, 


14 


in his right hand: bey who pretend that he d Anne, 
anghter of Albert II. marquis of Brandenburg, ought to con- 
fider how they will be able. to ſolve the chronological difficulty 
9 n he opinion is liable. By prince Nicholas's deceaſe 
without iff * territory of Roſtock, and the whole domi- 
. Nions of Mecklenburg, fell to Henry Burevinus . 
.. WuiLs. this prince was thus employed i! in the biſhopric of 
Hildeſheim, Waldemar, prince of Denmark, put himſelf at 


dated 1 190, 20 is re reſented on horſeback, holding 'a ſword 


1200, 
Succeſſes of 
Waldemar 


the head of the army, and marched into the territory of the por of 


2 count of HHolſtein. The count met him at A place called Stili- 
nowe, where the two armies came to an en gagement ; and, after 
an obſtinate conteſt, Waldemar obtained a complete victory. 
Adolphus with great difficulty eſcaped to Hamburg, and from 
-athence to Lawenburg. Waldemar purſuing the blow, made 
himſelf maſter of Itzehoe, Sigeberg, Travemunde, and Ploen : 
from thence he marched to Hamburg, which opened her gates 
to him, and the example was followed by Ratzeburg, Witte- 
burg, and Gadebuſch. From Hamburg he advanced to Lu- 
beck in the month of October ; and the inhabitants were ſtruck 
with ſuch. terror, eſpecially as numbers of their men and ſhips 
were then detained in Schonen by the king of Denmark, that 
7 they thought it moſt adviſable alſo to ES ates Thus the vic- 
torious Waldemar annexed a conſiderable part of Germany to 
the dominions of Denmark, without meeting with the leaſt 
check during the whole ry. of of this' eren e 1 


„ M. Gebhardi. „ * 
4+ Arnold. Lub. Cad Pontan. 
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The count of 
Holſtein ta- 
ken priſoner, 
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"Tas prince of Denmark 1 Sep en ſtrong ga rriſons into 
the fortafied towns, and taken hoſtages for the Norvirerire of 
their, engagements, returned triumphant to the duchy of Slef: - 
Wick. But ſcarce had he put his troops into winter quarters, 
when count Adolphus found means to poſſeſs himſelf of Ham- 
burg towards the latter end of the month of November; * Wal. 
demar, upon receiving intelligence. of this motion, immediately 
paſſed the Elbe, and being joined by Henry Burevinus and the 
count of. Schwerin, he ee that city with à conſiderable 


army. Adolphus was ſurprized and vexed at this ſudden march, 


eſpecially as the town was unprepared for a long defence. But 
this indeed was owing to his own imprudence ; for imagining 
that the Danes would be employed in feaſting and carouſing 


towards the approach of Chriſtmas, he had neglected to make 


the neceſlary preparatians for a fiege. The enemy carried on 
their operations with the utmoſt vigour, till at length the 
want of proviſions obliged the inhabitants to ſurrender. This 


produced a conference between: Waldemar and Adolphus ; and 


a capitulation was ſigned, containin g among other articles, that 
not only the town of Hamburg, but likewiſe the fortreſs of 


Lawenburg, a place of conſiderable ſtrength, ſhould be deli“ 
vered up to the crown of Denmark. And for the performance 5 


of this laſt article, Adolphus was to be detained as hoftage. At 


the time of this capitulation there happened a very extraordinary 
infargs of military reſentment. The Ditmarſhians, who ſerved 
in Waldemar's army, hearing that Adolphus was in their camp, 


2 fell upon him with the utmoſt fury, in order to revenge the 


devaſtations he had committed in their country. And had 
it not been for the timely interpoſition of Waldemar, he 


would have been certainly cut in pieces 3 4 warning to all 


generals, to avoid tranſgreſſing the known laws of War, and 
the bounds of humanity. The Daniſh commander decamped 
from thence, and proceeded to Lawenburg, with Adolphus in 


| his train, expecting to become maſter of that fortreſs according 


to the capitulation. Adolphus ſpared no pains to prevail on the 


AI to ſubmit to the Daniſh ine as a e on 
e tion 
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ton of U liberty ; 


; he uſed arguments, Mtrentles, and me- 


paces, but all to no purpoſe ; the Lawenburghers reſolved not 


to make themſelves flaves in order to ſet their ſovereign at li- 


erty.” This is a very extraordinary inſtance; few cities or na- 


tons having ever refuſed to comply With the demands of their 


_ captive ſovereign. But whether it be that they confidered him 


as acting under compulſion, and therefore not declaring his wilt 


in a legal manner, they faid they lamented his caſe, and would 


do every thing i in their power to reſcue him out of the hands of 
his enemies, except admitting a Daniſh garrifon. In conſe- 


. quence of this refuſal, the count met with the moſt ungenerous 


treatment from his enemies; he was put in chains, and dragged 
ignominiouſly through moſt of the towns in Denmark, where 


the inhabitants diverted themſelves with gazing at this illuſ- 


trious'captive; as if he had been deſigned for a public ſpectacle. 


At length he was committed to the fortrefs of Seburg, pres 
biſhop Waldemar was kept in cloſe confinement *. 


- WALDEMAR having extended the Daniſh empire by the con- 
queſt of Nordalbingia, now included under the general name of 


Holſtein, thought proper to ftrengthen the royal family by 


eſpouſing Ingeburga, ſiſter to Otho duke of Brunfwick, a 
ſon of Henry the Lion. The nuptials were celebrated at Ham- 


burg, where the king graced them with his royal preſence. 
This ſame year Canute paid a viſit to Lubeck, the inhabitants 


of which city gave him a magnificent reception. Walde- 


mar having been long poſſeſſed of the government of Sleſwick, 

the king was willing to increafe his brother's power and eſtate, 
by annexing the late conqueſts to that duchy. As ſoon as this 
was ſettled, Canute returned to Denmark, and: Waldemar re- 


ſolved to make another attempt upon Lawenburg. "But all the- 


efforts he made againſt that town proving ineffeQual, he pro- 


ceeded from thence to Sigeberg, in order to forward ths ſiege 


of that place, which had been carried on for ſome time by one 


of his officers; The garriſon made a vigorous defence, but 
Proviſions beginning to Kan E were at laſt * to 
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1202. 
Farther pro- 
greſs of the 
Daniſh arm. 
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the empire. 
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 capitulate.. ; They. had however taken care to. conceal this diſ- 
_ wes, from. the beliegers,. 155 8 making a prodigious noiſe with. 
their tools in cutting and preparing a number, of mill ſtones, 
whereby the duke was. induced to believe. they had plenty of 
corn. This ſtratagem procured them an honourable capitula - FP 
12 in conſequence of which all their i immunities and privi- 
leges were confirmed. The Daniſh general was preparing to 


return to Sleſwick, when he received the melancholy intelli- 
gence of the death of his brother king Canute, which happened 


in the month. of December 1202. Waldemar ſucceeded him 


without oppoſition, and was received in Denmark with univer- 
ſal joy and ſatisfaction. After he had ſettled the government, 
and paſſed ſome ſalutary laws, he ſet out for Lubeck, where 
he made his. public entry with great acclamations, and was 
proclaimed king of the Danes, Venedi, and Nordalbingians, 
by the name of Waldemar II. Having been joined by all the 
_— princes, and, among the reſt, by Henry Bure- 

vinus, he marched with. a formidable army, and again laid fiege 
to Lawenburg. Though the town was well ſupplied with the 

ammunitions and proviſions requiſite for making a long defence, 

the garriſon offered to ſurrender on the condition formerly pro- 

poſed, of ſetting count Adolphus at liberty. The condition 
was granted; and Adolphus, after renouncing all claim to 
Holſtein, and giving hoſtages for his behaviour, was at length 
releaſed from his captivity. The town was ſurrendered to king 
Waldemar, and the count retired to Schawenburg 8 

15 Tur empire at that time was unable to ſtem the torrent of 
the Daniſh arms. Upon the deceaſe of Henry VI. in 1197, hie 
brother Philip, duke of Suabia, tock upon him the admini- 


| ſtration, during the 1 minority of Henry s ſon F rederick, k, king of 


the Romans. The pope, being a declared enemy of the houſe 


- of Suabia, oppoſed Philip. with all his might, and raiſed a par ty 


which elected Otho, the younger ſon of Henry the Lion, king 


| of. the Romans. F rederick's election was confirmed by another 


party; but as he was only four years of age, his uncle Philip 


* Arnold. Lub. Crantz. Hamesſort, Peterſen. . þ 
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was: elected Mag of che Romans, and crowned at Mentz in 
1198. This gave riſe to a civil war, and Germany became a 
field of blood. But as Philip was preparing to attack Otho with 
a conſiderable force, he was aſſaſſinated at nog by Otho 


of Wittelſpach, a couſin to the duke of Bavaria. Upon the 


death of Philip; the election in Otho's favour was renewed, 
and he was crowned at Rome in 1209, by Innocent III. But 
no fooner was he inveſted with the imperial dignity, than he 
quarrelled with the pope about the rights of his crown; 
and this diſpute being worked up into a war, he was excom- 


municated, hey dethroned by the diet of Bamberg. Whereupon 7 


Frederick II. fon of Henry VI. WAS raiſed to the n 
throne. . 


GERMANY being thus 0 inteſtine divisons, the Danes 
had an opportunity of extending their conqueſts along the Bal- 


1211. 


Waldemar 
improves his 


tic,, and towards the banks 'of the Elbe. Waldemar, their queſts. | 


warlike kin g. took particular care, after the ſurrender of Law- 
enburg, to improve his new conqueſts, and to fortify the fron- 
tier towns. He demoliſhed Wittenburg, and enlarged the city 
of Hamburg, in. the neighbourhood of which he built a'hand- 
ſome bridge over the Elbe. But Lubeck about this time had 
the misfortune of being burnt down ; if it can be called a mis- 


fortune, which was the cauſe of its riſing. with greater beauty 


out of its aſhes . This ſame year Henry Burevinus the elder, 
ſent his ſon Heary Burevinus II. and his grandſon prince John, 
to Worms, in order to aſſiſt at a grand tournament which was 
held in that city. After the diverſions were over, prince John, 
then only thirteen years old, proceeded to Paris, where he ap- 
plied: himſelf very cloſely to the ſtudy of divinity for twenty 
years, and thereby, acquired the ſurname of Theologian. The 
king of Denmark, intending to bring the princes of Pomerania 
| he the ſame dependence as thoſe of Mecklenburg, founded 


2 The above Gre wid deſcribed at the time by the following moukuſl verſes. 
| Anno milleno ducenteno quoque nono, 


In Viti feſto, Lubek perit igne moleſto, _ 
3 tamen des mne ibi n 


— 


1217. 

© Burevinus 
attends Wal- 
demar to 
Livonia, 


- 
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oppoſite the ile of Rugen. This: city ſtands om a 
ſtrait of the ſra, called the Gellen, betwixt the continent of 
Pomerania and the above-mentioned ĩſland. It derives its name 


from the narrow ſtraĩt, called Sande; which lies between it 


and the ifle of Dunholm, anciently named Strela “. Its fitua- 
tion renders it naturally very ſtrong, being ſurrounded by the 
ſea, and acceflible only by bridges. 800n after this event, 
Waldemar undertook an expedition into Pomerania, where he 


rebuilt the citadel of Demin, and made himſelf maſter of Ste- 


avoid all diſputes about his rights, ſo that they were confirmed 


is very 


to undertake fo laborious an ex 
variety of hardſhips. 


| tin, With ſeveral other towns and fortified places. He likewiſe 


obliged the count of Schwerin to pay hoſtage to the crown of 
Denmark: After all theſe ſucceſſes, he ſent ambaſſadors to the 
emperor Frederick II. to defire he would grant him the inveſ- 
titure of his he conqueſts in Germany. This is a fubmiſſion, 


which his father never would condeſcend to make to that em- 


peror's grandfather Barbaroſſa; but Waldemar was willing to 


by A xr ka nent, and his ene CE with 

Tus Neat king Waldemar undertook an expadation to "1 00 
nia, againſt the Rufpans, in Which he was attended by Henry 
Burevinus. The Chronicle of Livonia, pubhfhed by Gruberus, 
particular in fetting forth the exploits by which Henry 
Burevimis fignalized himſelf in this expedition. The teſult 
was, that the Ruffians and their alties were intirely defeated. 


Gruberus in a note to that paſſage affirms, that Burevinus the 
elder performed thoſe exploits. But it is very improbable that a 


prince, who was upwards of ſeventy years of age, ſhould be able 
pedition, and to ſuſtain ſach a 
It is therefore more likely, that theſe 
encomiums belong to the ſon of the ſame name. In the do- 


Domeſtic meſtic monuments of 1217, we find neither of thoſe princes 
E 


mentioned; but they both make their ap in the fifth 
diploma of Dobberan 3 in 1218. 1 Burevin, prince of Meck- | 


* Some will have it, chat this city wi founded by Jaroma, prince of Rugen- 
4 Pontan, * Meurſius, ne, * 55 0 
. len burg 


k ' 


, OF VANDAL IA: 
. — aces dick kinds and poſſeſ- 


« fjons, which include the charitable donations made to thoſe 


_ * fathers by us, and with the conſent of my ſons, Henry and 


Nicholas. Given at Poel, in the year of our Lord 1218, the 
Honorius, and in the reign of Wal- 


« demar king of Denmark.” He dates this inſtrument from 


Poel, an (iſland. fituated over-againſt Wiſmar; and it is to be 


_ <-fixth indiction of 


| obſerved, that he obtained this iſland in fee (in beneficium) 
of the biſhop of Schwerin in 1210, purſuant to the fourth dip- 
loma of Dobberan. Kirchberg takes notice, that this prince 


reſtored the caſtle of Werle, and founded Wiſmar ; we ſhall 


not diſpute either, having faid enough already in regard to 


Wiſmar ; and-ſhall only remark by the way, is the emperor 


Otho mentions the of Wiſmar in 1271, in a charter pre- 
ferved by Weſtphal. Thie however is certain, that he greatly 
improved and embelliſhed the city of Roſtock ; and he claims 
chat honour himſelf in the twenty- ſeventh diploma of Dobbe- 


ran, by which he grants the laws of Lubeck Jus Lubicenſe) 
to the citizens of Roſtock in 324983, 


Hun v being now advanced in years, anda wid whe 


cares of government, refigned his dominions to his two ſons; 
_ reſerving to himſelf the eminens dominium , or tranſcenden- 


tal. Property, whieh indeed was only making them his . 


. Gebhardi Origines Mecklenburgicæ, Weſtphal, Bechr, Kluver, 
I This appears by the foundation of the monaſtery of Sonnen Camp, or Neuen 
Cloſter, this very year, not far from Bukow in the duchy of Mecklenburg We 
ſhall give the inſtrument of the donation the more readily, as it mentions another 
wife of this prince, with whoſe family we are.intirely unacquainted. « Henry 
* Burevinus, by the grace of God prince of the Slavi, wich my ſons, Henry and 
«Nicholas, and with the-conſent of my wife Adelaid, have built a nunnery of the 
&« order of St. Benedict, t6 the fuppoxt of which we have granted ont of our patrimony 
e the. village of Cuſchin, where the place now called Campus Solis was founded. 

Dated in the year of our Lord 1219; in the reign of Frederick, king of the Romans.” 
The liberality of the father is further declared by the fons themſelves, in the fixth 


vinus e7 Bare 


. the govern- 


ment to his 


g Termen in the following manner: «. Henry of Roſtock, and Ni- BY. 


* cholas of Mecklenburg, brothers, Whereas: Pribiſlaus our grandfather,. and prince 
of Mecklenburg, founded the convent of Dobberan ; lord. Henry Burev inus, our 
__ honoured father, imitating his father's piety, endowed the ſame: with privileges 
=. and moreover our beloved couſin, my of Roſtock, nee his ſhare . 

. K 2 „ {fame 
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. . n This prince ever fince he had the eee 
becoming a vaſſal to the crown of Denmark, had ſeldom inter- 
fered in any foreign tranſaction, in which the intereſt of that 
crown was nat immediately concerned. As for. inſtance! in 
1208, in the election of the biſhop of Bremen, where he con- 
curred; with the king of Denmark in raiſing biſhop Waldemar 
V to that ſee. This ſubjection made him leſs attentive to. foreign 
ys affairs, and left him at liberty to apply his mind intirely to the 
45 welfare and happineſs of his people. Thus the lands that had 
been left deſolate, he filled with inhabitants the towns 
that had been deſtroyed, he raiſed from their aſhes, and em- 
Grants great belliſhed with good edifices. But his generoſity in granting 
222 ſuch a number of privileges to different towns in his dominions, 
at the ſame time that it drew a concourſe of foreigners, endeared | 
him to his ſubjecs,; and juſtly procured him the honourable 
et. title of father of his people. To Roſtock; as we have already 
| | obſerved, he granted the Jus Lubicenſe, or Laws of Lubeck e, 
4; which were the firſt foundation of the proſperity. of that city. 
The town of Parchim he built intirely new in 1210, or there- 
abouts (the old town having been deſtroyed in the late calami- 
ties); and in 1218 he favoured it with the laws and privileges of 
S chwerin. It appears, likewiſe, that the city of Guſtrow was 
© indebted to him for the ſame charter in 1222, though the frag- 
55 ment thereof in Weſtphal. vol. r. mentions the name of Henry 
Burevinus II. For it is highly probable, as we have already 


« © fame religious. defign---We having er our progenitors.---Given at Roſtock, 

« on the kalends of Auguſt, in the year of our Lord 1219. Indict. VII. in the reign 

« of Waldemar, king of Denmark.” By the different forms of regnante Frederico, 

and regnante Waldemaro, it is plain that Mecklenburg acknowledged he uri 

.  _ of the empire, and Roſtock. that of the king of Penmark. 
In regard to the granting of the Laws of Lubeck to en ae Ne be | 

alferved, that this code of laws was not intire, when firſt granted by Henry the Lion 

to the city of Lubeck, but was completed afterwards by the emperor Frederick II. 
Hence it is that the city of Roſtock could receive no more of the laws of Lubeck from 

Henry Burevinus, than was at that time in uſe. This remark is of conſequence, on 
re HOI. and 255 _- 
nee A nel | | 
Nt FFF © obſerved 
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_ obſerved, that the latter was only aſſociated in the government .. 
His favours were not confined to the laity, but extended alſo 


to the clergy, on whom he conferred ſeveral marks of his libe- 


_ rality. | Particularly the convent of Dobberan felt the effects of 


his bounty, being declared a free independent place, and re- 


leaſed from all feudal ſubjection. In ſhort, this was the age of 


religious foundations; and in proportion as princes extended 
their liberality to monks, they thought themſelves ſure of ex- 


piating their bang fl 1 e an mh ot een to hea- 
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5 Henry . II. fucceeds his father, in conjunction with bis 


_ brother Nicholas. Death of Nicholas, Aﬀairs of Denmark : 
ung Waldemar furprized and taten priſoner by the count of 


Schwerin. Alliance againſt” Denmark. The princes of Meck- 


lenburg ſhake off the Daniſh yoke. King, Waldemar is fet at 
1 The battle of Birnhoodde. Freedom of the Dy 
ee in Germany. Death of Henry Burevinus II. 


III. HENRY BUREVINUS II. 
| The third PRINCE of MECKLENBURG. 


| From 1219 to 1236. 
EMPEROR of GERMANY, 


FRED ERICK II. 1212. a 
KINO of ENGLAND, 
11 E N R S III. Þ 0 1216, 


TENRY BU R EV INUS. the elder, upon reſigning 
the reins of government to his two ſons, Henry and Ni- 


4. or upon afſociating them in the regency, went to reſide 


* 8 thoſe laws of Lubeck and Schwerin, ſce Weſtphal. preface to his Grſt 
tom. Septem fragmenta Juris Suerini, and Codicill. Jurium Megapol. See alſo the 
Jaws of Schwerin in the Appendix to the firſt volume of this work. | 
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at Bakew ia the-duchy of Mecklenburg, where, in the year, 
1224, he ſuppreſſed the abuſe of Jus Naufragii, by a gracious - 
reſcript*. The Jus Nauſtagii was a right which princes claim. 
od to ſtranded. veſſels. or to the effects of ſhipwrecked perſons. 

A claim ſo ſhocking to humanity +, one would imagine to have 


had its origin in the tines of darkeſt ignorance, and groſſeſt bar- I 


darity. But, to the ſurptize of this enlightened age, it took riſe 

Fc 

article an their celebrated body of laws . 
Tux two princes his ſons lived in the greateſt kimony. and 


friendſhip, aſſiſted by the advice and experience of their aged 
father, who, by his inſtructive precepts, had initiated them 
in all che various arts of government and policy. The eldeſt, 


named Henry 
daughter 


Burevinus H. married the princeſs Sophia, 
of Charles king of Sweden, by whom he had four ſons, 


John, Nicholas, Manny Burevin III. 8 Pribiflaus. Nicho- 
las, the younger brother of Burevinus II. was not married. 
The whole family ſeem to have had a particular turn to religion, 


as appears by their zeal in building monaſteries and churches. 


Among other foundations of this kind, the old prince, as we 


have already taken notice, had eſtabliſhed a monaſtery of wo- 
men 'near MWeſtkenbrugge ; but diſliking the barrenneſs of the 
ſpot, he removed it afterwards to a place called from thence the 
Neuen Cloſter or the New Abbey. He alſo founded in 1222 
the famous abbey of Dobbertin, in favour of the monks of the 
Benedictine order. His ſon Burevinus II. followed his exam- 
ple, in extending his munificence and liberality to the clergy. 
The ſame prince Shells the great church of Guſtrow in 1226, 
with extraordinary magnificence, and endowed it with a con- 
fiderable revenue. Tt was dedicated to St. Cecilia, and he intend- 


| ed to make it vie WR: the rich e of en In the 


W Apud Weſtphal. tom. iv. pag. 914. . 12 
4 By the law of nature it is injuſtice to deprive any man of his property, 3 — 


committed no crime. God forbid, ſays Dio Pruſenſis, that we ſhould expect to 5 


any advantage from the misfortunes of our fellow - creatures. Orat. 7. de naufr. 
* Auth: * de funis, where ** bona naufragorum fiſco addicuntur.” 


records 1 
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dots belonging to this church, it appears. that the old 
prince Burevinus J. gave his conſent to this foundation; which 
ſeems to confirm the opinion, "that the ſons wot hed ee 
in the government +. 15 

Ine were the . of mold princes; at a time 
when their country grbaned under a foreign yoke. Religion 
diverted their thoughts, or ſoothed their ſorrows, the preſent 
circumſtances affording no 'other relief. 
| fraſon to have recourſe to arms againſt ſo potent a prince as 
Waldemar II. who, beſides the kingdom of Denmark, poſſeſſed 
the whole ſouthern coaſt of the Baltic, from Hamburg to Dant- 
zick, and from thence to Revel ; who had lately undertaken an 


expedition to Livonia, and defeated the Muſcovites and other 


allies; who, in ſhort, is ſaĩd to have had fourteen hundred 
ſnips of all ſizes, with a ſtanding army of a hundred and ſixty- 


nine thouſand men, beſides garriſons in the tributary provinces. 
Such was the wealth and 


power of that great monarch, that he 
| ſeemed to threaten chains to all Germany, as well as to the 


princes of Mecklenburg, when a cauſe which has been produc- 
tive of the moſt important revolutions recorded in hiſtory, 


an end to the uſurpation of the Danes, and eſtabliſhed the liber-- 


ties of the ſeveral ſtates on the ſouthern coaſts of the Baltic. r. 
HMR GunceLinvs II. count of Schwerin, ſon of the firſt 
count of that name, a vaſlal of Waldemar II. having a great 


opinion of the virtue and integrity of that monarch, thought 


proper to entruſt him with the care and protection of his wife 1 
and children, as well as of his dominioꝑs, during his abſence. 


on a pilgrimage to the Holy-land. By fo unbounded a confi- 
' dence, Henry imagined he might akely depend on the honour 
def the Daniſh monarch ; but thoſe who implicitly rely on 
the fidelity of their friends in a truft fo delicate, are too often 


It was not a proper 


* 


The count of 
Schwerin 


| —4 on a 
pi . 


Leaves his 
wife and 
children un- 
der the pro- 
tection of 
king Wal- 
demax. 


ee ; and however muy may boaſt or Io of dif- 


Ad Weſtphal tom. . 
5 + Cranzius, Kirchberg, Comer, Becks, Klurr, Gebhardi. 
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inteteſted' friendſhip, ſuperior to evety impulſe 0 inordinate 

paſſion, ſuch examples occur but” rarely in modern times. 

- Henty had not been long "departed, as Waldemar "ſeized 

the town and county. of Schwerin, under ,'pretence that 

| tte dower due With Ida, ſiſter of count Henry, who Had 
Saks © Bol been married to Nicholas, count of Halland, the king's na- 
5 685 ttutral ſon, had never been 


paid.” And though the counteſs 
Alcada was deceaſed; yet the king claimed Og fortune in the 
name of a young fon; whom + ſhe left behind her, and who 
2 7155 was alſo named Nicholas. Margaret, chunteſs of Schwerin 
(ſurnamed Von-Schlaven, or Slavina, from her parentage) was 

a lady of exquiſite beauty, and the moſt engaging accompliſh- 

5 ments. She thought proper to wait upon the king, to beg he 
would ſuſpend his proceedings till the return of . huſband. 

The king was a widower, and of an amorous diſpoſition; it 

CN ' ſhould not therefore ſeem ſurprizing, that the charms of a 
Waldemar beautiful counteſs made an impreflion upon his heart, inſomuch, 
= + 758 | 3 that yielding to paſſion, when he Sala not prevail by perſua- 
| ſion, he had recourſe to violence for the gratification of his de- 
| fires. | The counteſs concealed her Bug till the return of her 
huſband in 1222, and then the divulged the whole ſecret. 
Henry, incenſed at the perfidious behaviour of the king, vowed 
revenge, but took care to diſguiſe his ſentiments, till he might 


have an opportunity of carrying his purpoſe into execution. In 
1223 he waited on the king of Denmark, whom he found en- 


att |  gaged in the diverſions of the chace in the little iſle of Liow, 

. | . near that of Fuhnen. Having paid his reſpects to Waldemar, 
; . hae pretended. ignorance of the affront done to his honour, and 
=: whanked his majeſty for the great care he had taken of his wife 
—_ and children. At the ſame time he made him a preſent of ſe- 

veral rarities from the Levant. It ſeems ſomewhat ſurprizing, 

| that a perſon of the count's openneſs of temper, could have put 
a ſuch a conſtraint upon himſelf, as to diſſemble ſo effectually: 

| 7 bdlauut as men are generally ready to believe what they deſire to be 
V S it is * l that * ing met Mur half way” in the de- 
. , SEE , 1; SN 
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ception, and thewed as much credulity in giving into the arti- 
=P the count, as the latter had done in truſting him; or, 
perhaps, he Was back ward to fulpeR, that a man fo uncautious 


| could de capable of diſſimulation and art. 80 taking it * 


| ted, that 1 8 counteſs had concealed 3 had paſſed be- 
1 them, he deſired Henry to partake of the pleaſures of the _ 
chace.. But as they came to pitch their tent at a village bor- 
dering on the ſea-ſhore, Henry took an opportunity to order 
his — which had been prepared for that purpoſe, to ap- 
proach, and that ſame evening he took his leave of the king, 
Waldemar was ſo pleaſed with what had happened, that he in- 
ſiſted on the count's ſtaying to ſupper, where he, and all his re- 
tinue, drank moſt plentifully ; and then bidding good night 
to the count, he retired. to his reſt. In the dead of the night, 
on the twenty-third of May 1223, Henry and his men came 
on ſhore, and ſurprized Waldemar and his attendants in their 


Hleep, bound the king in his tent, and carried him and his ſon 


priſoners on board their veſſel. | At the ſame time they deſtroy- 
ed the king's yatchs, to prevent a purſuit. Then hoiſting fail, 
they ſteered directly for Germany, where they landed the cap- 
tive monarch and his ſon, and carried them firſt to the caſtle of 
| Dallenberg *, and from thence to that of Schwerin. Thus 


73 
* * | 


The count 
takes the 
king priſoner 
by a ſtrata- 
gem. 


was · a moſt powerful monarch, by yielding himſelf a captive to 


love, deprived of his ſovereign ſway, and reduced to a ſtate of real 


- captivity; a ſtriking leflon to princes, not to liſten too eaſily to 


the ſuggeſtions of a paſſion, which has often been productive of 
- the moſt fatal conſequences, the expulſion of royal families, the 
| Karvorn of civil war, and the ſubverſion of empires +. 


a „ eee ee name of Danneberg, A By le ew 
| a likely place enough, had it belonged at that time to the counts of Schwerin ; but * 
there were counts of Danneberg long before count Henry was born. It is moſt pro- 
- bable, that Henry ſecured the king in the firſt place of fafety he could reach, 'and the 
_ caſtle of Dallenberg ſeems to have been more convenient for that purpoſe, than that of 
Nenn Dallenberg is now a ruinous caſtle in the county of Schwerin. 


+ Huitfeld in vita Wald. Peterſen, Holſt. Chron- - Crantz Rams fon, Pontan, ; 
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Wy e Conloquen- 
| ces of Wal- 
- demar's cap- 
tivity, 


The German 
princes ſhake 
off the Da- 
niſh yoke, 


the Daniſh monatch of his German conqueſts. denn was 
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Tur news of this exploit was immediately diffuſed bver al Den⸗ 
mark, where it betaffoned the itmoſt conſternatioh und firprize: 
The Danes, who had à great affeRion for their ſovereigty were 
in a diſtracted condition; beifiy afraid to hive recburſe to arms, 
leſt che count 's reſentment Howld prompt him 10 ſwint vietewee, 
The higheſt ranſoms were öffered for his liberty, but all to na 


purp 15 At length the whole body of the Dauiſn nation ad- 
dreffed themſelves to the emperot and the 5 


„ in behalf of 


their captive ſovereig n. Frederick I. deer ſentiments 


hne might outwardly Profen, muſt have been | plaſed with this 


adventure; as it afforded him an opportunity of ſtripping : 


therefore how confidered as the emperor's priſ6ner, who pre- 


Yehded to Rave à right of detaifiifig Ain for uſurping « juriſdic- 


Non over vitals of the empire. - The poße Verde Aura in 
Fayour of Waldemar to the Eount of Schwerin, and tb Teveral 
other Gerniin princes, e vor rather comnianding, 
1 — m to it the King * liberty. | Viet Was therefore held at 

ordhauſer, Whire the Rates of the empire agreed that Wal- 
demat ſhould be retcafed from his confitiewtent; en condition of 


relinquiſhing his late conqueſts, and r Hoinape to the em- 


 Peror for the king dam of Denmark. But 


king Wold Hſten 
to no ſuch ert! he defpiſed 


life, Wien it could be no longer 


of ſervice to his Cuff Beides, his ſubhests, he faid, would 


have reaſon to regtet the recovery of His ſhould it be 

purchaſed With the facrifice of fach valuable conqueſts, and the 
12 of the Daniſh nation. The tat (hinting periods of Ah 
tiquity, d6 not furniſn a more illuſtrious example of a monarchꝰs 
preferring the good of his country to his own.: Waldemar's 
declining to accept of liberty 1 upon terms diſadvititageoiis to his 
"=—_ may be compared to - heroiſm, of Codrus, who de- 
. e death, in otder to ſecure conqueſt to the Athe- | 


Sun ING „ 69 — negotiations, the pics of the fendt — 
tories and provinces, which jog had rendered tributary 


to Denmark, embraced the * of RY their li- 
berties, 
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. Princes. of. Mecklenburg, Butevinus and Nicholas, entered into 
4 the general; alliance, and all with one voice "determined to aſſert 
cir ancient independence. "Theſe" two princes joined their 
en in 1225 to thoſe of Adelphus, count of Schaumburg, 
and a ted chat prince in making himſelf maſter of Holſtein. 
But 
Gre 4 10 Otlemund. aldemar's lieutenlant in thoſe quar- 
ET : calleQea the e Whole force of chat province, and 
meet che confederates ; ; but fortune proving unfa- 
Pim! in 2 ttle, he was obliged to fly, and che Allies 
| bf the Whole country. The Daniſh general 
ke pril der, aud fent to keep company with 
OY er in 1 e of Sch petit 6. ein en en 
IRIS unbaf y zh EN had Tang wiſhed in confinement now 


three 


three years, .w en he w 5 dd dn by the" whited repreſen- f 


8. tations of his s children | and hi 8 to cohſext to the enemy's 
| terms. e ; Were Ve y IT EIS 15 5 the diſtreſſed ; tuation of 
48 SP 1. *r tbe; nf 14414 e1#t 116, e 


The ede ü eh is ſuppoſed to have given riſe t a very extraor- 


„Schwerin. - (The gity of Lub k having receiv many injuries from King Waldemar 
application 1 e count of Scheel, it hopes chat, as head che s Dani tho- 


k { da bo 2 of wits to me dich rendence at Schwerin e the officer charged 
| "ith 3 liquor, drives in füll fpeed into the court-yart, and delivers the wine with 
 *thele EET *The city ol Lubeck ſends this preſent of wine to his ſerene highneſs, 


(Anke) bouſhold makes e out of neightourly tegard ind friendlhip, but 
from ſtri & obliga officer then'makes'a' proteſt; and has it regiſtered by a 
” notary, en he Wen Kitt! fot that purpoſe from Lubeck. The waggbn and 


- the whole is corffiſcated. ,, The ceremony | is at length concluded x with ng the 
officer at the duke's s cxpence. Khuver.. y ning 
There are others who think that this yeafly cuſtom of pading meſengers to 


' * Schwverin, aroſe from the famous battle of Bornhovede in 1227, the city of Lubeck 


. 1 ; 
2 WES 5 L 2 aged 5 his 


; ties, der they 1 ak rgleaſe Wor! from his captivit vity. The 


& hoſti lities did not pals without oppolition from Al- 


nd is Po power, he would Nn Mie idee do rdhe went Hanactien- The op- 


*porkunity" Being favourables en was obtained, and che Lubeckers, out of 
© gratitude; bound themſelves to the count of Schwerin a yearly preſent of wine. 
The ceremon 2 yis always med bn che eye of St. Martin, when the magiſttates of Lu- 


Forbes are afterwards jupecteg by a farrier, and if any thing is amiſs, even to a nail, | 


. intending thereby to expreſs her thanks to the counts e ob- 


1225. 


Waldemar 
recovers his 


liberty by 


treaty. 


* dinary ceremony, called te Martinſmamn, which: is till prackiſed in the town of 


hmm prepay friendſhip,” DU n which one of the officers of the 
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his country, need — ihe "oft Viokhe kicken of 1 
and diſcord, for ant * a proper pilot to guide the helm, overs. 
came the noble obſtinacy of this great monarch.” A treaty was 
- ſet. on foot at Bardowick, by the mediation of the pope; and 
Waldemar and his ſon, of the ſame name, were at length re-. 
1226. ſtored to their liberty, upon the following conditions. I. That 
he ſhould pay forty-five thoufand marks of filyer for his ran« 
ſom. 2. That he ſhould relinquiſh his right and pretenſions 
to the ſoyereignty of Holſtein, Schwerin. Hamburg, Meck- 
lenburg, and of all the other provinces and towns on this fide_ 
the Baltic and the Eider, which he had wreſted from the em- 
pire. 3. And laſtly, that he ſhould make oath to abide by this | 
treaty, and never to attempt taking any revenge of Henry, 
count de Schwerin, or any of the princes who had joined in the 
late confederacy. In virtue of this treaty, which put an end to 
the Daniſh power in Germany, and was ſigned on the twenty- 
fifth of March 1226, the king recovered his liberty, though 
greatly diſſatisfied to part with conqueſts which had been me | 
chaſed with the blood and treaſure of his people“. 
 Lubeok „. Is very year the inhabitants of Lubeck, animated with chat 
— 288 1 ſpirit of liberty which had ſeized the neighbouring ſtates, 
entered into a private negotiation with the emperor Fredrick II. 
to. hake off the Daniſh yoke. Frederick, who repined to ſee 
that town diſmembered from the imperial dominions, approved 
of their deſign, which. tended to incteaſe his own authority. 
The Lubeckers concerted their meaſures ſo dexterouſly, that 
the Daniſn garriſon were made priſoners, and the ſtandard of liber- 
ty was erected on the uſual day of chuſing their new magiſtrates. 
To ſupport their independency, they joined.in the confederacy- 
with Albert of Saxony, and. the princes of Mecklenburg and 
Pomerania, who, at the inſtance of the emperor, had taken this 
city under their protection. Waldemar was fired with reſent- 
ment at this apfaRion ;- and though he might have conſidered. 
ĩt as a freſh proyocation fince the _— eren 1 therefore ns a. 
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| right perhaps to puniſh the offenders without any vlolacicn of bi mw 


och, de applied nevertheleſs to the pope, who releaſed him 


from an engagement which he had contracted by compulſion, 


during his late captivity. Whether the circumſtance of ”—m 
pulſion was a juſt cauſe for ſetting aſide that engagement, I 
will not pretend to decide; ane it is, the Daniſh king 
thought himſelf juſtified, according to-the religion of that time, 
in raiſing a powerful army, in order to chaſtiſe the revolted. 
WAI DAR having aſſernbled all his forces, and being join- 
0 by his only ally Otho of Brunſwick, nephew of Henry the 
Uion, penetrated into Holſtein, where he poſſeſſed himſelf of 


Itzehoe, and other places, which he abandoned to- the fury mh | 
His ſoldiers.” In the mean time the confederate princes were not. 
the command of their army to count Adol- 
phus of Schaumburg, (che ſame who had been taken priſoner - 
by king Waldemar) who had under him Gerard, archbiſhop of 


unactive, but gave 


Bremen, the biſhop of Lubeck, (for there were hardly any bat- 


duke of Saxony; Bernard his ſon, Henry count of Schwerin, 
Henry Burevinus * prince of Mecklenburg, with his brother 

Nicholas, and ſeveral other princes. At length the to armies 
tame up with each other at a place called Bornhovede, in the 
duchy of Holſtein, and an engagement followed, in which the 
eombatants diſplayed the utmoſt bravery. Both parties being 
extremely exaſperated, the Danes againſt thoſe whom they con- 


tles in thoſe days without ſome of the church militant) Albert 


The battle of 
Bornhovede.. 


fidered as rebels, and the confederates againſt the invaders of 


him to quit che field. Diſcouraged by this aceident, and by 
tlie deſertion of the Ditmarſians; as well as by the reflection of 


their liberties; the event was long in ſuſpence, till Waldemar 
had the misfortune of being wounded in the eye, which obliged 


the ſun, which dazzled their eyes, the Daniſh troops at-lenggh Walken 
gave way, when the Lubeckers coming on with: a- freſh. rein- deftated. 


forcement of men, a total rout enſued; in whieh the greateſt 
2 part of the Daniſh troops were deſtroyed;. and. moſt. of their 


= This muſt have been Henry Bar inus UL. for the father. was to old and idfirmto- 
8 wks the geld un that time. n cen e 
| 5 55 | generals 


u A1 8 n A Book Jt. 
eee ain, Among g the latter 


was Otho.of Lunchurg,; the king's nephew, 3 Was 1 to 


 ethecaftle of Gchwetin 10 keep company. with. the ſons of that 


er an order to ſtem the ptogreſs of the coenfederates. A 


f Les hearing. of his appruach, put their / troops in motion, and 


-monarch- uch was the iflue of the famous battle of Bornho- 
wede, which-3s juſtly confdered as dhe rg of .reſtored liberty, 


| 99 Mecklenburg and Holſtein, and by the cities 
of Hambuog and Lu 


beck. It as faught. an the.twenty-ſecond 
of .July-a225; uliieh day is: ſtill cxlohrated as a feſtival, and as 
-ulay-of thankſgiving fotckhis xidtorx, by the city. of Lubegk. 

_ WaLneMar chad: loſt; an eye, hut net his courage; be wes 
"i bythis:late overthraw-y0 act. with. greater vigqur, 


collected the remains of his army, he xevired to 
Where he raiſed new devies with ſueh expedition, chat he,was 


able ta take che feld eat y in therſpring · Theicopfederate,prin- 


both armies encamped on iche oppoſite banks of the Elbe. 


he king laid iſiege· again tou taehoe, but: hether the remem- 


Hrance of his ate misfortune made bim appręhenſive of a freſh 


+4644] of (kill, or whatever £lſe might he he cauſe, rhe thaught 
Proper to raiſe the :ſtege upon the approach of the cnomy. 


Then. directing his march into the ꝓrovinee of Ditmarſh, he 


| -plundered-{everal/itowhs, ..cxaftied ery chęaxy contributions ; 


and returning through che north part. of .Holftcin, laid waſte 
' * whole country with. fare. and Mrd. Having: thus wreaked 


his · vengeanee upon the poor ſubjects of count 


Molphus, he re- 


tired to Denmark, intending to increaſe bis, army, and to fall 
upon the enemy the next campaign. | 


wath sedoubled, vigour Pau 
Doan theſe tranſactions, the . confederate army having 
ſeized on Ratzeburg and Mollen, laid. ſiege to Lawenhurg, 
hich made ſo Slat a defence, that duke Albert of Saxony, 
ho directed the operations of the ſiege, thought proper to en- 


ter into a negotiation with the inhabitants. The ꝓropoſal he 
made to them was, that Albert, count of Orlemund, ſhould be 


releaſed from his confinement at Schwerin, on condition that 
ae town ſurrendered. But thole brave 24 loyal | people made 


2 — 2 | BS - + | el anſwer, 


% 
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Anfwer, that they could not accept of any woch terme without. 
the confent of their ſovereign. Waldemar was very deſirous. 
_of+delivering”'the count from his long captivity, and . 
likewife apprehenſive that he ſhould not bo able to relieve: the 
town, acquieſced in their making the beſt capitulation it was in 
their power te obtain. In conſequence - of this reſolution. 
Lawenburg was ſurrendered, and the count af Orlemund reco- 
Veet his liber 


againſt. the rev ted ſtates, ſeems. to have gradually ſubfided ;. 
put whether this was owing to his moderation, as ſome hitters» | 
ans pretend, of to inability of taking his revenge, is not certain *. 

From. that period, the kings of Denmark have dropped their 
_ preteniions to the provinces on the ſouthern banks of the Bal- 


tic, mough ſtill retain the title of kings of the Vandals. 
Henry, ebunt of Schwerin, the chief cauſe of this revolution, 
did not long ſurvive the battle of Bornhoyede, but died i in 1228, 


and left a ſon named Gunzelinus III I. 

Hrn Buxzvinus I. died the 8 . that: 
Leo battle was 3 having had che ſatisfaction to ſee his 
country freed. from the Banich yoke,. by che valour of his two 


bs: and of tranſmitting. the great bleſſing of liberty to his 
© "He was twice married, 1. to. Matilda t, daughter 


& Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony, by whom he had two ſons, 


FHs two ſons, the hoſtages, and Ocho duke of Brunſwick. Luheburg,. were kept 
In" confiriement by Gunzelitus'MI.-coun of Schwerin, till 1230, when king Walde- 
mar obtained their Hberty, upon a further payment of ſeven thouſand:marks of filver, 
and relinquiſhing all pretenfions of fovereignty over the 'county-of Schwerin. Otho 
of Brunfwick was obliged to enter into an engagement he would never en the 
Danes. F 
4 Hilitfeld, Craftzius, roten, Unmifort, Akrd, Kirchberg, Laatomnus, chen. 
nitz, Cyprzus, Bangert. 
4 That his firſt wife Mechtildis, or Maude, e de er os Henoyithe Lan, 
appears from witneſſes of unqueſtionable authority: Arnoldus of Lubeck, lib. 3. eap. 
4. & iterum I. 4. c. 7. Albert of Stade, p. 270. and Alberieus ad ann. 1193. It is 
true, che two latter fiſtorians treat this princeſs as u naturul daughter of Henry: but 


their teſtimony, with tegard to this particular, is contradicted by. the Chronicon vetus 
Brunſvicenſe apud Maderum et Leibnitium, where Henry is ſaid to have eſpouſed 


Clementia, daughter of the duke of Thuringia, by whom he had a daughter, married to 


. This chronicle however is miſtaken in * 


After this event, Waldemar's reſentment 


* Mew 8 1 
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85 5 Henry une II. and Nicholas, and one daughter, $a 
_ "Catharine, married to John, count of Oldenburg. His een 


. N — RS We have ſeen thatin 118 3 or 2.1845 Matilda had a ſon, old enough 
ARG | n r ͤ Poe yt 3 REGION 
e while Pribiſlaus was living. 1 8 tired out by the calamities of 
a long and bloody war, ſubmitted to "Healy the Lion in 1767, embraced ' the | 
5 . e Chriſtian religion, add entered ints/ {rife intimacy and dhagee with that for. 
May | ful prince. To cement this union, it is probable, the duke gave him his daugh- 
hh 5B REIN er Matilda in marriage. Suppoſing Henry Burevinus's ſon to have been at leaſt fifteen 
e when be was delivered up as an hoſtage by bis father, he muſt have been born in 
1168. Hence it may with great reaſon be conjectured, that the nuptials wers cele- 
+ -brated in 1167, the very year in which the reconciliation between the two princes was 
effetel.” At what time this princeſs Matilda died, we are not informed: only we 
| |. 4know it was before the deceaſe of her buſband, fince we find'him married to a fecond 
LIP INE TY wiſe, whoſe name was Adelaid. 
e Let us now proceed io an inquiry concerning the mother of Matilda, with the affiſt- 
Ance of the ancient Chronicles. In the chronicle of Albericus ad annum 1168, we 
ee «© A noble eounteſo of Longwy, whoſe name was Ermenſon- 
4 dis, had for iſſue count William of Luxemburg, the father of Conrad; Ermenſon- 
« dis, counteſs of Namur, the- wife of count Godfrey ; and Matilda, mel) of 
« Longwy, Homberg, and Caſtel. © This Matilda had by the count de Caftel, count 
4 Folmar, and his two ſiſters, Helwidis who was married to Gerard, of the dioceſe _ 
-««« of. Wurtzburg; and another, by whom Reneke of Brunſwick had a daughter, who. 
| 21%; + was ſettled in the country of the Venedi.” If we compare theſe laſt words of Albe- 
8 x 1 ricus in the original, viz. be in Slavia hzreditavit,” we ſhall find them to be the ſame 
| as thoſe he uſed before, in giving art account of Henry's natural daughter, who married 
. «or ſettled among the Venedi... Henoe it is ſuſhciently clear, that the word Reneke is a 
Ccͤꝙtrupt reading, inſtead of which we ſhould ſubſtitute Henecke of Brunſwick: Now 
Henecke and Henry are the ſame name; and the addition of Brunſwick plainly denotes 
Henry the Lion. Therefore the mother of Matilda, © quæ in Slavia hæreditavit, that 
8, who was married in the country of the Slavi, was the daughter of the counteſs of 
Luxemburg, and the count de Caſtel. The name of this count is given us by Du 
+ Chene in Probationibus Luxemburgicis, where we find theſe words, p. 33. The 
44 letters of Henry biſhop of Tull, mentioning, that Folmar count of Caſtel, the ſon 
l s. of count Godfrey, granted the allodial eſtate of Morillummaiſuil, to the church of 
| 40 our bleſſed Lady de Beaupre. At what time this count lived, appears from the char- 
ter of Stephen biſhop of Metz (apud Calmet, Prob. T. II. p. 28 f.) To which tranſ- 
L lation were witnefſes---count Godfrey de Caſtel. Given at Sens VI. Kal Jan. in 
4 the year 1127. Indict. V.“ This illuſtrious family took its name from Bliſcaſtel ; 
for thus it was that Caſtra or Caſtellum uſed formerly to be rendered in the vernacu - 
lar language. It is waſhed by the river Bliſius, La Bloiſe, and in ancient times be- 
" longedtothe Pagen Bleſenſis,' now tu ths voy: mee vos fer from Deux- 
Wh lars i ume? Ter 
From Folmar, the hike betas Matilda, were defendant the counts of Caſtel. 
| 155 „ | FFF ITT I IP Te» 
40 Ts X \ 


„ 
| 


. 
ö 
A 
' 
\ ; 
7 
x 
| ns 
. 
[ 
is [ 
4 
| 
[ , * 
Ul * 
f 
— 11 - 
. j . 1 
4 - 
„ 0 / = 
»| be 
þ i 
_ 
1. 
* 
4 1 
- 
' 
«FJ! \ 
L 
"+ ! 
\ 14 
= 4 
* 4 9 


* * 4 hs dr 


$A OY 8 5 8 7 
we. 
* ap: 


 _ though ſome modern writers need ſhe” "Was „ 
2 50 Lale che White, king of Poland... 


graved-on- his ſeal 3! and his fon Henry Burevinus II. prince of Meche 
Mecklenburg, followed the father's: example. | Nicholas, of 
"Roſtock! his ſecond fon, was the firſt who made uſe of the 
head of an o or a buffalo, as appears from authentic copies of 
ſeals in Weſt (Tab. VII. tom.-4.) colligere hinc ls pro 
num g bhum Aenne bubulum an Roſtochio ade 


E 1277. From the fame ftock were beit dee the mot 
powerful coams of Enzzelftein, who were extirpated by the electot Palatine in 1458, 


Tue ab6ve-mentioded Matilda was alſo nearly related to the counts of Metz, Sat- 


bruck, Deur-ponto, and to the landgraved of Alace; who are all deſcended through 
| the old counts of Metz of the ninth and tenth centurics, from Werner lord of the 
Pagus BleſenGs about the year 728. Now, is it at all probable, that à lady of fuch 
- miecient and ſplendid defcent as the counteſs de Caſtel, ſhould have fallen into the 


of cotemporafy writers ſor this marriage; but this is only a negative argumen e 
conſequently of no great efficacy or weight. The ſuſpicious expreſſions, of Al 

Stade, and Albericus, are refuted by Atnoldus of Lubetk, the contintator of Hel- 
moldusz who ſpeaks of her as a legitimate duughter- And theandient Chronicle of 
Brunſwick plainly intimates, that Nearilda's mother was wprinceſs of the fame rank and 


E eee of Iobgingrpe. ho was recommended to Henry by the empe- 
ro Frederick We may therefore conclude; that Matilda's mother muſt have been 
Henry's la I wife, and that Matilda of conrfe was that prince's legitintate dzugbter. | 


- | Netthet do we meet with any difficulty is chronology to invalidate this opinion: 
but, an tho- commarys ve find it; corroborated by a ratiety of , circumſtances. 
 Clementia was married after the-year 1148. Henry the Lion this life in 
1195, aged fixty-fix : conſequently he was born in 1129. His datighter Matitda was 
married to Hetiry Burevinus I. in 1 167. Let us ſuppoſe her at that time to have been 
nineteen, ſhe Malt have come into the world in 11.485; and then her mother might 
have been martied in e den gr. only eighteen R All this 
Tree e ee ion or abſurdity e difficulty is to 
know how they came to feparate, ether by divorce, or by death + the former ſeeme 

"moſt probable. - In ſhort it may reaſamably be feeppoſed- that the rich, the beautiful 
\ Clementia, made ſach an impreſſiom on Heney, as induced bim to part with che coun- 
teſs of Bliſcaſtel, who perhaps was alſo allied to him by ties of conſanguinity. But 
this laſt is only corje@are f however, we have dwelt the longer onthe preſabe ani- 
cle, as it tends to illuſtrate a point, in which the honour of the ſerene houſe of Meck- 
— Jenburg is an ſome re So Att hats ect 

in . ws 5 AG * boy ps op ng 4 1 + 


- eee we have nd certain e 


arms of Henry any other way than by law ful wetttock ? I confeſs thert ia no authority 


HN Bux RvIxus the elder had the e a griffin en- Arms Arms of | 


. 
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65 | 17 H E 1 4 8 1 0 R Yo. | Book I. 
Rar hwfifſe,”) Hence it is chat the griffin temained-theiarms: of 
FP Mecklenburg; and the buffalo's head continued to be the arms 
* of Roſtock. Henry paige a the e ſecond wife eren 
| r NSICISION TÞ "5 4 ek 
11: Deinen, Dees eh death of Heavy Seri I, + his two . "ru 
; ; ol Mecklen- vided their father's dominions in 1227. Henry Burevinus 
. bus. II. had the lordſhip of Roſtock; and Nicholas the prin- 
. |  cipality of Mecklenburg. Nay ſome writers pretend that this 
: . diviſion was made during the life of their father. Be that as it 
Death of may, Nicholas did not live long to enjoy his ſhare of the domi- 
cholas, nions; but had the misfortune to be cruſhed by the fall of an 
11228. old houſe at Gadebuſch in 1228. As he died without iſſue, 
N having never been married, his diviſion fell to his brother 
Henry Burevinus II. who thereby became ſole ſovereign of the 
$5r7igories belonging to the houſe of Mecklenburg. 87 


Death of Wx find little or no mention in hiſtory of Henry Eee — 
Henry Bure - 1. after the death of his father, except his reſigning his right, 


n in conjunction with his brother, to che diſtrict of Butzow, in 
favour of the biſhop of Lubeck. This refignation is grounded 
on the founding of that Hiſhopric by Henry the Lion, Who 
ſettled thoſe lands on that ſee by the original donation. This 

muſt have induced the two princes to conſider the above lands 
as church property, to which they ought to relinquiſh all claim 

_— * | and pretenſion. Nothing further can we: affirm, with regard 

| | to this tranfaction; becauſe the letters of renunciation are not 

extant. - Concerning the year in which this prince died, there. 
are ſome doubts among the hiſtorians of Mecklenburg. Some 
place this event in 1226, before the death of his father, others in 
1232, and others again in 1236. The latter opinion is main 
N tt.ained by Latomus, and reckoned the moſt probable. Accord 
. ing to this writer's account, Henry ſet out that very year: 1236, 
1 1 | with his two ons; W and Nicholas, for hog n 1 Wurtz- 


1 Some writers bt tat tis ne ok Ks ane bes the c far 
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after their return to Mecklenburg, Ee was ſeized with a 
violent ineſe, which in a few days put an end to his life. 


s tournäment. But ſoon 


. This uncertainty concerning the year of his death, is owing to 


the cuſton - of thoſe princes of aſſociating their children in the 


regency, as as Toon as they arrived at years of maturity. Thus 


we find it in the caſe of Henry Burevinus I. in the name of whoſe 
ſons we meet with diplomas, in which they are ſtiled princes 
and fovercigns, before the deceaſe of their father. 

Hinaxy Buzzvinvs II, married Sophia, daughter of Charles 
king of Sweden, by whom he had four ſons and three daugh- 
ters. The eldeſt daughter, named Sophia, was married to a 
prince of Cyprus, of the houſe of Luſignan. The ſecond, 
named Magdalen, was married to à count of Marſeilles; and 
Margaret, the third daughter, had for her huſband' Gunzelin 
III. count of Schwerin. The four ſons divided their father's 
dominions, in conſequence of which the family was branched 
out into four different lines. The elder brother, prince John, 


ſurnamed the Theologian, had the principality of Mecklen- 


burg. The ſecond brother, Nicholas IV. received the princi- 


pality of Wenden. The third brother, Henry Burevinus III. 


had the country or lordſhip of Roſtock. The younger brother, 
Pribiſlaus III. had the country of Parchim, Sternberg, and 


Reichenberg. From the firſt of theſe branches the preſent 


moſt ſerene family is deſcended. The ſecond ndabed tin 


1436, in which year died William, the laſt prince of Wenden 
and Guſtrow, whoſe only daughter and heireſs was married to 


Ulric II. duke of Mecklenburg Stargard. The third and 


fourth branches were of much ſhorter duration than the other 
two; for that of Henry Burevinus III. ended in his 

Nicholas Puer, lord of Roſtock, who departed this life in 1 3 14. 
And that of Pribiſlaus III. became extinct in his ſon Pribiſlaus 


IV. who breathed his laſt in-1 325. But to avoid perplexity in 


our hiſtorical narrative concerning the elder branch, we intend 


to give a ſeparate amen on the other Ares, in the laſt 
* of this book. 5 : 


| SOS | Wirn 


„ 1 O R Y Bek n. 


ih F | 1 9 it may by: obſerved; 
nook | _—_— wa e ee 1237 Amend ey had been Ad divided 
„„ into tung parte, and that John JE and Pribiſtaus had che eint 
, :::: 
N „ een Purerig were poſed of that of enen d Wenden. But 
j UI ITIDR nee: it is probable, that Burevinus II. Was ſtill living 
N e in 1836, we can conſider chat partition in no other light. 
. sa cb-regeney, Which the two eldeſt ſons enjoyed. at that time, 
175 e the one in Mecklenburg, and the other in Wenden, with the 
Res | .,1+,.4 4:2 conſent god  approbation.. of :their father ; and that it was the 
gh we; . > 00M bits eg expreſs will and deſire of Henry Burevinus the elder, that 
lays, and Nicholas Henty Burevinus III. to 
| a future partition. of his dominions. This partition acrardingly 
. TR wok plage in 11237, and was: perhaps confiftent with juſtic 
1 on account of their father's will ; though it muſt be acknow- 
to have been contrary to ſound policy: for by this, ill- 
nadged regulation, the power of this princely houſe was greatly 
7 Weakened. Whether the clergy were any way concerned in 
DOT Ig | promoting this partition, we do not find particularly. mentioned; 
SE this however is certain, that the prieſts of thoſe days had raiſed 
5 themſelves to a very high degree of power, by availing: them 
| ſelves of the ignarance of the laity : and wete on moſt occaſions 
| of inpartancecondulted as 'orecles.. Their aim in pdvifing the 
partition of apy: prince damitzons, muſt have been that ef re- 


N ing the power of the temporal lords, in order to raiſe the 
authority and iuftuence -of the miwed abbets and opulent pre- 
; 5 lates “ ws. £12 n 22 iu 2. N n ine SEPT = ee, 15 [58.4 + 


„ ET „ Arnold. Lab. Grants, Latten, Ki + Orig. Lub, Haste ret 
5 I 5 Folfar. Aland reb. Nardalb. Hederich Megapol, Chron. Ballas, Verus, Peterſen: 
. on | Chien. Holſt. Pont. ate. e 


# - - 
1 
ö 9 
j 
: 
: - : 
: 
[| 
| 1. 
- 
= 
- - 
* 
* Py 
* 
_ 
- 
, %. 
- * 
4 - 
— 
—_ 
- 
" 
- 
4 
* - 
* 
= 
* * 
7 * 
x 
[1 
- 
„ * - 
* «. 
* - . ” 
# 
” - 
- * 
1 - 
[ 
7 ; : 0 
l i 4 ; 
= - 
. . 
. % 4 * — 4 * 
| - 
7 F * 9 7 * : 
_ * 8 
a ” 
” ” . 
- £ * bd 
= 74 P 
— = - 
- tf 
* 1 
* 
. 
4 - o I 1 
% 43 * 


e e 


| = - * ; 
"cada 241; 25 Ef! Wal Minors nud nutty 
'F ; / K * N 
a 4 — | * | { 5 _ „ E) , & 1 
n ev 
* 9 1 LES Fay ry * 
g 7 


volt ie Thidbofian, Aries af ede — his Father in 
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JOHN the THEO LOGIAN, 
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as, the eldeſt bon of Heuty Stefi kl: Werse ins 1 227 
father in the Princip pality of Mecklenburg, though. not in you 1 Di- 


Eis other dominions, which, as we have already; obſery- — 
0. were parcelled out among his brothers. He had early l 
in life diſcovered a ſtrong propenfity to learning, Which his fa- Paris. 
ther thought it adviſable to cultivate, by ſending him to the 
univerſity of Paris, for his farther: improvement in knowledge. 
It is affirmed by ſome, tliat the chief motive of his ſtudies was, 

that he might be initiated in the art of government, and in- 
raced in the various duties of a prince. Had this been the 

fole view of ſending him to Paris, he would not ſurely have 


deen permitted to attach himſelf with ſuch afſiduity to the 187 
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V ' of divigity but they would have directed him to confine him- 
0 ſelf to law and politics, ſtudies more fuitable to a prince than 
the ſcholaſtic ſubtleties of that age. One would rather be apt 


to infer from the nature of his ſpeculations, and his reſiding ſo 


on 


Re 5 long in that capital, chat he had been deſigned fot the 100 5 45 
7 : 3 ſphere i in which he would. probably have made a conſiderable 
| | figure. For his zeal and love of religion were real and unaf- 
Gy fected, and his manners pure and unblemiſhed. He is ſaid to 
have reſided twenty years at Paris, and at length to have re- 
ceived the degree of doctor of divinity. This honqur, it ſeems, 
was hot then confined to eccleſiaſtics, otherwiſe there mpſt 
have been an exception in favour of this prince. The length of 
time he employed in his ſtudies, is queſtioned, however, by 
ſome modern writers, who ſuppoſe the number twenty to be a 
". miſtake of the tranſcriber. 1 the annals; as ten years would 
Have been more than ſufficient for any theologian, and eſpecially 
of princely dignity, ' to qualify himſelf for a degree of doctor of 
_ divinity. Science, in thoſe days of ignorance, was reckoned 
| | ſo great a prodigy, | that even the ſoyereigns of diſtant countries 
. | uſed to ſend their children to Paris, Which was at that time 
| | | Iocoked upon as the center of learning and arts. Among thoſe 
illuſtrious ſtudents were ſaid to have been a ſon of the king of 
. Cyprus, a prince of Marſeilles &, and the count of Henneberg. 
With theſe princes our learned theologian of Mecklenburg cul- 
tivated an agquaintance, which was afterwards. cemented by r fa- 
| mily, alliances. For John himſelf eſpouſed the ſiſter of the 


". Cranizius mentions his marrying his ſiſters to the obdve-atienticnet princes, as 
ſomething very extraordinary ; yet he thinks the ſtory not unworthy. of credit, as. it 
is recorded in the annals of the family. Some have doubted of the truth of this 
ſtory from the circumſtance of the prince of Marſeilles, imagining there was no ſuch 
Principality at that time; but in this they are greatly miſtaken. The principality here 
alluded to was the viſcounty of Marſeilles, which contained the whole tract of country 
from Toulon to Martigues and Foz along the ſea · ſide. The firſt viſcount of this coun- 
try was Pons, the brother of Boſo, count of Provence; and this Pons died in 980. 
The inhabitants of Marſeilles purchaſed their liberty afterwards of this family in the 
thirteenth century, which they were obliged to ſurrender to Charles J. or __ 
ples, WE TIO oo Bouche, Hiſt. nne. 
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count of Henneberg, and one of his fiſtere, named Sophia; 


gave in marriage to the prince of Cyprus, and the other 


to the prince of Marſeilles. Upon his return to his own coun- 
try, he is ſaid to have behaved with a ſtiffneſs and gravity pecu- 


. 


2 


liat to men of letters, Which his countrymen imputing to a * 


dantic pride, could not help looking upon him with an eye of 


e and calling him in deriſion Kneſe Janike, as 2 


as to ſay Lord Little- John. But this prejudice wore off, When 


he came to aſſume the reins of 
0 knowledge he had acquired by bus travel and ſtudy, in enact- 
ing good laws, encouraging induſtry, and promoting the inte- 
reſt of religion. The affection, however, which this prince 
| bore to true piety and learning; does not ſeem to have diveſted 
him of courage; ſince ſome writers affirm, that he exerted 
Maat with great bravery at the famous battle of Bornhovede, 
in 1227. For ſoon after his father's deceaſe, he is ſaid to have 
been recalled from France by his 
tion with his uncle Niclotus, to have had the command of the 
troops of Mecklenburg i in that memorable engagement . 
 AzovT: this time the old diviſions between the church and 
13 and the cruel factions of Guelfs and Gibellines, were un- 
happily revived. Frederick II. having been crowned: at Rome 
by Honorius III. in 1220, | eſpouſed the princeſs Joland, 


Holy-land, in order to reſcue his wife's inheritance out of the 
hands of the Infidels. But delaying to fulfil his vow, he was 
excommunicated by Gregory IX. who ſucceeded: Honorius III. 


Frederick, deſirous of being abſolved from the excommunica- 


tion, at length embarked. for Paleſtine; where he ſigned a treaty 


with the Saraceris ; and, in conſequence thereof, was crowned | 


government, / and to exert the 


grandfather ;'and in conjunc- 


daughter of John: de Brienne, titular king of Jeruſalem. By 
his marriage he had engaged to undertake an expedition to the 


king of Jeruſalem. Upon his return from the Holy-land, he 


was involved in new broils with the ſame pope,” which were ac- 


commodated. at. length: i in 12 30. Henry, the emperor's 8 eldeſt 


* . Kirchberg Corner, Cheamits, Bacmeiſter, Beehr, Kluver, Nettle- S 
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Jon. A not long after 45 esschire agent hip fab, 
he gonfmed him to a caſile in Apulis ; md Conrad, his fecomd 
= elected King of the Romans. A rebellion brraking out 
in Italy, Frederick minched i am dgaiaft the tevolted; and 

| obtained 4 00 victory over the at a place called Curia 
Nova. The pope, dlarmed at his ſucceſſes,” fulminated His ana- 
themas - againſt him under various pretences ;' and, among the 
reſt; for hlaſpheming Ohriſt ut the diet uf Frankfort, At chat 
vety juncture, Gregory departed che life, and was ſuoceetled 
by Innocent IV. This pontiff convoked”s evineil at Lions, 
here Frederick was again excommunicated and depoſed: bur 
Frederick appealed to 4 future coancil: Henry, landgrave of 
Thuringia, and William, count of Holland, 'were ſutceſſively 
choſen in His ſtead ; the former was killed at the fiege of Ulmy 
and the latter began to maintain his ground, where Frederick 
finding fortune beginning to frown' upon him, retired to the 
kingdom neon Ages ar bag IR e and departed 
this life in 1251. | re 11 1.1 bs IE n ET N [1153 
Wu ͤ muſt ee Detarizeit alt Holftein; | 
where we fliall find a buſy feene af operations, ms which the. 
princes of Mecklenburg. were more immediately concerned. 
Adolphus, count of Holſtein, the fime who had-defeated king 
2 at the battle ef Bornhovede, had fome difpute with 
the Lubeckers, whom he hail ſo lately preſerved from-deftruc- 
tion. This diſpute, u dength, Was fomented to an open war; 
and Adolphus, to vent his indignation againſt kis old friends and 

. allies, had recourſe to his inveterate enemy the king of Den- 
mark. This produced an unnatural aſſoci ation between thoſe 
two potentates, t& the prejndice of an innocent ſtate, of whoſe 

| fadden prafperity they were grown ãmmoderately jealous. The 
king bore the fame il-wilt to the Lubeckers af to Adolphus, 


and therefore. thought it good gondutt to aſſiſt one enemy, in 
order to deſtroy he ther. "Wie: rb pre, eee 


fotced by = ſtrong body of Danifſfi troops, laid fiege to this city 
by land, . the king f ſent a fleet up the Trave, and blocked up the 
_mouth of that river, with ſtron ng chains and booms, to preyent 
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ins hs Babst being 
© fireightened:for\proviſions, had undertaken. to divert the cur- 
ront of the Frave, when a large fleet of their merchantmen ar- 
riving ſeaſonably to; their relief, availed themſelves of a brifks | 
gale of wind to break che chains, and ſupply the garriſon. 5 
This obliged: the enemy to raiſe the ſiege „ which: was not, 
however, the only diſgrace the Danes ſuſtained bn this occaſion. 
Fot their fleet afterwards ſailed up the river; Warnow, and 
the: alarm being - ſpread: about the conkiny; that the inveterate 
enemies of the Venedi were preparing to land, Nicholas, prince 
of Roſtock, brother of John the Theologian, gave orders for 
ſome oſ his veſſels to attack the Daniſh ſquadron; the Lubeckers 
falling upon them at the ſame time, the © reg r e 
between two. fares, and intirely defeated · . 

Aour this time, Guncelinus H. count ach undi, don of 1226. 
the firſt'count aß Wat unn, is faid to bare laid the foundation. f Wia 
of the city of Wiſmar in the neighbourhood of Mecklenburg. 

Tho origin of its name id not explained by Saron writers, and 
tlie notion of ity being derived: frum a king ſo called is rejected 
by moſt authors as fabulous. What a ſtrange revolution of fub- 
lunary things! The reaſon aligned: for the building of this 
ton was, that the city af Mecklenburg, from its eno rmous 
fize, © was incapable! of being fortified; | and; therefore it 
would be proper to build a finall' fortreſs on that coaſt, to 
check. any ſudden incurfion of an enemy. This ſmall fortrefs 
ſoon became a handſome ſea and the great city of 
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rantzius, Fontan. 1 
ig to-Crantzius, followed by Hubner, and moſt hifto- 93 
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el e having been intircly burnt and de- 


Kroysd g thetimeef the Venedie wars, was xebgilt this year hy the count of Schwe- 
rin. Yet Beſelin and Chemnitz afhirm, that the counts of Schwerin only aſſiſted the 
prince of Mecklenburg in buYding this A Kirchberg, who. hved in ebe 

duke Albert I. and Albert II king of Sw ſays poltivelys that Wiſmar was be 


gun to be built by Henry Burevinus I. from e eee that John 
dhe Theologian forwarded the work undertaken by his grandfather, wherein he might 


| {probably be aſſiſted by his brother-in-law Gunzel, count of Schwerin. 
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14797: Jon the Theologiah, upon his father's deceaſe, entebed' in- 


„% n e * 1 0 Kio. Bebe t. 
meta Weir neff, Utusbedl Wege to 2 village! Wiſmur 
was ſoon peopled-from Saxony, and cyer greatly thrived by the 


ruins of Mecklenburg, Which, on the'6ther hund, in forme 
T meaſure owed its downfall-to- the others proſpetity v. 
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— ms to a joint adminiſtration with his brother Pribiſlaus, 'but'foon- 
after this regulatibn they agreed to a partition; and john, as 
bandaien,, the eldeſt, had the principality 0 Mecklenburg aſſigned him. 
The commencement of his adminiſtration waz extremely pacific; 

his ſtudies being now converted from empty ſpetulations, to tho 

. eſtabliſhment of religion, and promoting the proſperity of his 

4 people. He founded a nunnery at Rhene; by the advice of 
Tucolphus, biſhop of Ratzeburg, for the education of young: 
ladies in the principles of the Chriſtian religion. It is true, 

the letters of this foundation run in the name of the above-- 
mentioned biſhop ; but when vye conſider, that the ſeveral do— 

nations made by that Prelate, are lands fituated in. the princi - 

ity of Mecklenburg, it is probable that thoſe: lands were 
N by ptince John for that religious purpoſe, . 
honour: is intirely claimed by the biſhop. From au- 
thentic monuments 4 it appears, that John made a con- 
fiderable donation ta the above monaſtery this very year, and 
another of equal importance in 1255 from hence we may 
well preſume, that our prince and his brothers had, c leaſt, an 
equal ſhare in this foundation with biſhop Ludolphus. The 
ſame prince made ſeveral donations to the convent of Dohberan; 
among the reſt, a chalice of cryſtal, and a curious Bible, in- 

tirely 7 in his own hand-writing. He likewiſe Nie ee all the 
privileges and donations *which' that monaſter) 

and encow- from his . brothers... His granting a full liberty to the * 
rages mm” tants of Riga, to carry on the ſame trade with Meckl g as 
they did with Lubeck, ſhews the ud oof had. to- Joey: 
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| ito his own country, and to enrich his 


ſubjects by the improvement of commerce... For this teaſon it 
was he granted ſo many privileges to the Lubeckers, to encou- 


rage them to trade with his ſubjects. During his adminiſtra- 


tion, ſoveral towns were built in the duchy of Mecklenburg, 


though all of them were not at that time ſubject either to his 
or to his brothers juriſdiction. Among theſe are Friedland 


| and New Brandenburg, both of them built in 1248, by the 
-margrayes of Brandenburg, who were then lords of the diſtrict 
of Stargard; and the town of Grabow, which was e in 
1259: by Vollrath, count of Danneberg 


Tais year was diſtinguiſhed by an Ailanes n 555 cities 


of: Lubeck and Hamburg, for the ſecurity of their reſpective 


commerce. The Hamburghers took upon them to keep the 


road between the Trave and their town clear from robbers, and 


at the ſame time to prevent the river Elbe from being infeſted 
by pirates; on the other hand, the inhabitants of Lubeck 
agretd-to defray half the expences required for effecting both 
theſe purpoſes. It was at the ſame time ſtipulated, 5 in all 
matters conducive to the improvement and advantage of the two 
cities, they ſhould conſult together; and with their joint forces 
aſſert and maintain their civil rights and privileges. This is 
generally ſuppoſed to have been the origin of the famous con- 
 federacy of the Hanſe towns, which ener roſe to ſuch an 
amazing pitch of power and opulence. _ 

Ir is a difficult matter to trace the etymology of the Age 
Hanſe; ſome derive it from the German term an zee,” which 


fignifies near the ſea, as the alliance at firſt was confined to 


maritime towns: hut others, with a greater appearance of pro- 
bability,/ deduce. it from the Saxon word * hanseln, which 


imports to admit into a ſociety or alliance, The example of 
Lubeck and Hamburg was afterwards followed by a conſider- 
able number of trading cities, (eſpecially at the time of the 
great interregnum in 1264,) which Joined in the confederacy for 


their-mutual defence and ſupport. | The ſeveral cities that. en- 
4 Sn. Kirehberg, Backmeiſter, Beckr, Kluver, Nenleblade 


e 


Origin of of the 
Hanſeatic 
alliance. 
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mar, were fubject to the: 
tic of the fax Vandalic cities, being tao the caſt of 


cities Were generally ſtiled in theſe countries Oſter 


Europe with the terror: of its arme, and ventured to wage war 
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„ebedl ne this-aflacintion- were ut a diſtance; from each other, 


und ſubjett to different governments; but as the 


fretſt tocie riſe on thatipart of the Baltic ſhore, which had been 
formerh inhabited by the Vandals, the fix commercial towns 
Within thai tract were onnectrud by a ſtricter alliance: thee 
Were Lübeck, Hämburg, Roftack, - Wiſmar, Stralſund, and 
Luncbufg, diſtinguiſhed in the middle ages by the appellation 


of the Vandalic cities. Twoof-thelc,. via. Roſtock and Wiſ- 
prinees of M Tho ſitua- 


Eagland, 
France, and the Netherland, 'the: inhabitants. ef the, above 


lingi; or 


Euaſterling: . The number of ities" chat entered into this 
aMogation'/gradudlly increaſed, till at length they amounted. to 
Warſtore. Beider the towns on the Baltic, and in other parts 
'of Germany, the Hai ſtatic league was extended to Antwerp, 


Bourdeaux, Bayonne, and Marſeilles in Ftance : Barcelona, 


Seville, and Cadiz, in Spain; Liſbon in Portugal; Leghorn 
and Naples in 


Italy; and Meſſina in Sicily, During the mot 
fouriſhing period of their aſſotiation, they had four. general 


eomptoirs for the direction of their affairs, and the {ale of their 
_ cormmmodibes ; one at London, another at 


in Norway, 
a third at Novogrod in Raſfia, and a fourth at Bruges in Flan- 


ders. This alliance, Which was formed at firſt with no other 


view that to ſecure commerce againſt the depredations of rob- 


ders and pirates, in proceſs of time gave riſe to a formidable re- 
public, Which, intoxicated with proſperity, filled the north of 


with e geadelt rauer eee But When ain e England. | 


as * Teis faid, var de ee bing Join, ſome of theſe Faſterlings. were Weted- 


into England, in order to reduce the money to its due ſtandard, in which they were 


more ſkilful than the Englith ; and that the money they coined, was diſtinguiſhes! 


by che dame of Faftetling or Scesling, "_ aA ah R 
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Dore, Amſterdam, Bruges; Oftond,. and Dunkick in the Ne- 
therlands ; London in England ; Calais, Rouen, St. Maloes, 
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finest, Spain; *Bweden, Denmark, Se. began ub ese trad- 


© Biflpanies in their reſpective dominions inthe fifteenth and 


. they" forbid theit ſubfects to enter any lon- 
er inte this confederacy 3 -and in confequence of this-prohibi- 


; , the power of the Hanſe towns was confiderably diminiſh- 


x. They, however, ſtill continued to keep up their alliance ; 
| "and to their aticient faws * added fome new Tegulations ; by one . 


119 The: Wir of anden lewofthe Muntemir alliance, dien wp at a genen | 
ene an Lubeck, in be year 1478. This code is very conciſe, arid-as it is now 
beten kearee, we have thong proper vs yve' x app o i for the ende from 
H. Kerners new Chronicle. 
„ I Nullus civis amplius e aa de . 
donem) eongregationem aut conventionem aut commotionem ooncitare in oommuni - 
tate, vel iparthias (i. e. factiomes) ſuſcitare contra ſuum conſulatum, ſub pana priva- 
tionis vitze 3 quam incurtert debet ipſo facto. I. Si in poſterum aliquis de conſu- 
| tu cufuſeangque civitatis, vel pars confulatus per communitatem deponeretur violen- 
-ter,illscivitasiplofatts privata.cfie deberet civitatum aliarum de Anſz conſortio & aux- 
ilio, nee amplius gauderedeberet prrilegiis & libertatibus earundem, donee dehctum 
ſuum emendaret, omnia ad priſtinum reducendo. III. Si alieujus civititis eonſula - 
tus per ſwam communitatem privaretur violemter aliquo, quod ad ipſny honeſtatem & 
authoritarem eonfoetam pertineret, illins- civitatis eonſules nullibi admitti deberent 
ad concilia\& tractatus aliarum civitatum de Anſa z et fi illa commuhitas non emen - 
daret delictum ſuurn, de ipia anſa ſecludi deberet in pꝛenam. IVV. Nullus five fit. 

 - civisyel hoſpes habens negotiari coram oonſulatu civitatis, ſeeum amplius ducat plures 
quam ſes ; ſi autem adduxerit plures, totiens duas marcas argenti puri folvat, quot 

fuetint perſomæ ſuper numerum 4tazatum adductæ. V. Nultus gaudere debet privik-- 

dus & libertatibus mercatorum, niſi ſit civis alicujus civitatis de Anfa. Nee debet 

- quiſcunque effict ci duarum civitatum ſimul, nec eſſe caput mercatorum, quod 

vulgariter Olderſmana' dicitur, nh fit civis alicujus urbis de Anſa. VI. Quicunque 
' mutus aoceporit pecuniam ab aliquy in una civitate, & non perſolverido eam intraverit 

- aliam utbemad manendum ibidem, non debet recipi ab fila civitate in ſecuritatem, . 

id eſt Leyde ; et fi affecuratus- fuerit ex ignoramtia, in nullo fibi ſuffragari debet. 

VII. Nullus emere debet pannum unius terræ vel eivitatis nondum tinctum & colora- 
tum, &ipſum' transferre ad colorandum in altæm terram vel civitatem, fed ubi emtus 

merit pannus, ibi et colorandus'eſt fub prena privationis ejuſdem panni. VIII. Nullus 

© civis} vel hoſpes, debet ſegregare peeuniam, vel monetam, magis ponderoſam vel me- 

VBorem a wünus bona, vel minus ponderante, propter lucrum ſuum ; qui autem hoc fe- 

--  " verit & deprehenſus fuerit, expelli deber de cunts civitstibus Anke, ner alieubi pati 
debet ad manendum. IX. Nultas monetarius conflare debet auream vel eam 

ahecuſus prifieipis vebctvitatis ad faeiendum monetam alterius ervitatisy. ful piena pri- 
"wationis bonum Morum. X. Nultus' monetarius conflare debet monetam ſuam, 
quam ipſe fecit, aut illarum civitatum, cum quibus concordat in pondere auri vel ar 
* ——— . ng monetæ Lubicenſis. XI. 
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been conſtantly upon the 
of, Lubeck, 


| logne. | At the head of theſe. is Lubeck; the general afſernblies 
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| Gonis de omnibus ci vi tatibus de Anſa. XV. Nullus yendere debet arma vel victualia 


ſervatione bonorum mercatorum, et pro illo labore debent remunerari competenter. 
XVI. Nautz ducentes blada vel frumentum debent eſſe obligati ad refrigerandum 


| SES. 
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ed they excluded from. take Geigen an onen ariſe f 
 Gertnany, ot ſuch as depended upon the empire. They then 
ranged themſelyes under four metropolitans, Lubeck, Cologne, 
Brunſwick, and Dantzick . Since that period, the confederacy has 
decline, and is now reduced to the cities 

Hamburg, Bremen, Roſtock, Dantzick; and Co- 


jurii. XII. Non debet quiſcunque mercator, vel nauta, emere bladum vel frumentum 
antequam creſcat, vel alleca (halecem) ſtrumulum aut capturam ejus, vel pannum 
antequam fiat. Si autem oppoſitum factum fuerit, tune venditor dabit civitati ſute 10. 
marcas, & emtor privabitur bonis emtis in pænam. XIII. Nullus nauclerus aut mer - 
cator debet onuſtare navem blado aut frumento, et ducere per portas Norſund aut Belt- 
ſund, aut per Albiam aut Wyſeram niſi de civitatibus de Anſa ſub pzna privationis 
bonorum ſuorum. XIV. Nullus laicus conſignare debet-perſonis ecclefiaſticis debita 
ſua activa ad monendum, ſed debet ea ſe monere & extorquere a ſuis debitoribus per 


jus civile, dummodo juſtitiz complementum a judice habere potetit, ſub pxna expul- 


piratis, raptoribus, aut latronibus, ſub pzna pri vationis vitæ. XVI. Si aliqua navis 
periclitata fuerit in mari, ex tune naucleri obligantur ad fideliter laborandum pro con- 


illa pro ſua neceſſitate, ne corrumpantur, & pro illo labore debent ſpecialiter pretiari. 
XVIII. Nullus nauta debet navem ſuam ultra metam onuſtare, ſub pzna refufionis 


damni. Et ſi in caſu nullum ſequeretur damnum, æque bene nauta ille pretium ſuum 
amittere debet, & naulo privari in penam. XX. Si qui piratis et raptoribus maris 
bona mercatorum per eos deprædata violenter abſtulerint, mediam partem bonorum 
illorum fic ablatorum ipfi retinebunt, et reſiduam partem mercatoribus ſpoliatis reſti · 


tuere tenebuntur. Si autem per naves de civitatibus de Anſa ad protectionem maris 


miſſas hoc factum fuerit, tunc bona illa integraliter reſtitui debent illis, quibus ablata 
fuerunt. XX. Nullus ſub pæna priyationis vitz emere debet bona per piratas vel vi- 


dalianos rapta, aut in mar! per naufragium aut periclitationem aliam amiſſa, aut ab alio 
_inventa et detenta violenter. XXI. N ullus nauta poſt feſtum S8. Martini navigare de · 


bet de quibuſcunque partibus, aut recedete de loco, ubi hyemavit, ante feſtum cathe- 


dræ Petri, navibus cereviſia vel halecibus onuſtis duntaxat exceptis. Illæ enim naves, 
_ ki poſt feſtum 8. Nicolai onuſtarentur, ad portum tranſire poſſent, ſi valerent, & 
etiam ſtatim poſt feſtura Purificationis recedere a portu, ubi hyemaſſent, eum licentia 


XXI. Si naucleri et familia nautarum in periculis et neceſſitatibus maris 


nos juxerint fideliter dominos ſuos ad conſervationem bonorum in navibus contento- | 
rum, aut receſſerint pertinaeiter a ſuis nautis in tali neceſſitate, illi mox turribus & 


vincylis 7 mene ee eee ann . 
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are ſummoned in chat oity, which is alſo entruſted with the 
treaſutes deſtined for the public ſervice. The ordinary aſſemblies 
ate held boce' in three years, and the upon emer- 
gent occaſions. guch was the riſe and decline of the Hanſeatic 
alliance; which, like moſt human inſtitutions, owed its fall to 
that pride which „ua ace W ded OE to in- 
rr ²ͤk DEL: 1427 
2 5 ſame year died Waldemar u. king of Dante a 
prince diſtinguiſhed by his virtues and great qualities. He was 
ſurnamed the Victorious, from the ſucceſſes which. attended 
his arms in the commencement of his r He was humane, 
generous,” and beloved by his people, AW were indebted. to 
him for a code of excellent laws... He frequently adminiſtered 
juſtice in perſon, and did not think it below his dignity to en- 
ter into the minuteſt details of government. His com 
for the miſeries of his people made him ſtifle all. ſentiments of 
revenge. He was courageous almoſt to temerity ; yet in the 
time of action he never loſt that coolneſs which is ſo 
a qualification. in a general. He was great, and worthy of the 
higheſt rendwn, as well for his moderation in the midſt of the 
moſt. glorious triumphs, as for his nen in Tobing the 
hangs: of a long, captivity. ns | 
Ix his prudence can in e beg it muſt 1 
end the proviſion he made for his male children in his life- 
time, by ſettling ſeparate: governments on them, and in 
them all with a kind of ſovereignty. Eric, the eldeſt nen 


wick; Canute, the third; was made duke of Bleking; and 
Chriſtopher,/ the fourth, was duke of Falſtre. Theſe princes 
deing independent of each other, à rivalſhip enſued, which 
| Jr ty every ſpark of fraternal affection. Abel diſ- 

obliged his whole family by marrying the daughter of Adol- 
phus, count of Holſtein; unmindful of the injuries his father 
had ſuſtained from. that very prince. This match was / the off 
as of ambition; for he ee n nee of 
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part in the 


| civil war. 


TAE 1 4 * ＋ . * * been | 


ne intereſt by a powerſul alliance, ſo as to wreſt ; 
tha crown: from his brather Eric. This laſt; prince was ſur- 

named Plog Penning. on account of his having laid a tax upon 
ploughs. /. Soon- after the death af Waldemar, Eric ſet his 
mind on recovering the country. of Holſtein, of which his fa- 
ther had been unjuſtly deſpoiled,. on the occaſion of his capti- 
vity. Abel, having eſpouſed the daughter of count Adolphus 
of Holſtein and being guardian to his children 2a 

| prince's retreat to a monaſtary, undertook! the defence of their 


| r and. Abel as 
poſitively refuſing it, the war broke out afreſh betweeh the 
2 dn eee, enen f 
mediators-. 


_ alt his neĩighbours. Beſides, he thought the king had a right 
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tights: | een produced, a civil. war, which was ſoon compro- | 
princes 3 but Eric 


ThE enn eee ah ain, G16, 303. 


i e eden Aiden ſo deep ud in: Abel's 
kids ee wet. The king ſtill in- 


fiſting on his ſovereignty over pruv inces which had been always 
dependent on the crown, Abel again refuſed, and perſtaded 


his brothers, Canute and Chriftopher, to follow his example. 


Thus was the war renewed with greater fury than euer, and 


both fides had recourſe to their allies-. John the 'Theologian, 


notwithſtanding: his natural inclination to peace, was induced 
to take part in this war; from motives-of policy; and from a 
diſlike to Abels ambition, which threatened the tran quility of 


to aſſert his ſovereignty over his younger brothers, for provin- 
ces that had been always ſubject to the erown; a ſubjection 
which their father Waldemar could not aboliſh without the con- 
ſent of the ftates.' He therefore ſided with the hing; and his 
was followed by alt his brothers, ho Readily adhered 


oy to the fame intereſt. On the other hand, Abel and his brothers 
were joined by the counts of Holſtein, - 
f up on with various ſucceſs) each patty committing, in their 


Hoſtilities were car- 


enemy s terfitories, all the ravages and barbarities that generally 
attcnd-a civil war. Abd, and his ee 3 on 


their 
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1 eirtoperutsone with great vigour by ſea,” while the king, wich 6 
ie prindes of Mecklenburg marched in- 
10 Holſtein, made himſelf + maſter of Oldenſſoe, and ravaged 2 9 b. 
the Whole cbuntry. On the other Hand, | Canute and Chriſto. 
pher over-ran all South Jutland, and laid ficge to Ripen, 3 17 

_ was oon obliged to ſurrender. The king all this while was 
not ile, but had ſeized upon Laland, Falſtria, and ine 
reſt} of Chriſtopher's” territories, together with Bleking and 
Schbnen, belonging to Canute, all which he annexed to the 
crown. During the winter, ovettures of peace were made, 
Which proving ineffectual, the campaign was opened early in 
the pring: The Lubeekers joined the counts of Holſtein, and 
| infeſted che Daniſh coaſts with their ſhipping; but the Meck- 
lendirghers, under prince John and his brothers, made incur- 
ſions into Holſtein, ad revenged the 1 injuries done to Eric. At 
length this prince came to à deciſive battle, in which he gained 
a complete victory, and took his brother Canute priſoner. His 
brother Chriſtopher alſo fell into his hands; but he ſoon was | 
releaſed upon promiſing to pay him homage, which he did 
accordingly. Abel, however, and the two princes of Hol- 
ſtein, ſtill held up their heads, and obtained ſome ad 
in Jutland, from whence they expelled the Danes. At length 
both parties being exhauſted, a negotiation was ſet on foot at 
the requeſt of the neighbouring princes, John, marquis of 
Brandenburg, the duke of Lunenburg, the princes of Mecklen- 

burg, and Albert of Saxony, for ſettling a definitive treaty. 

Their diſputes were adjuſted, with much difficulty, upon the 
following terms, that Abel ſhould have the title of independent 

duke but pay homage for South Jutland; and that Canute 

ſhould be reſtored to his poſſeſſions, which ſhould however 
continue to remain ſubject to the juriſdiction of the crotyn. 80 
The allies were all included im this treaty, and the Meckleñk 2 
burghers, among the reſt, had the ſatisfaction of Nn Wan art ts if 
mu towards. — the general wort 9690 e 
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1249. 
ohn the 
heolopian 


_vndertakes 
an expedition 


to Livonia. 


and to defray. the expence of the armament, king Eric 


ers, aſſiſted by the biſtiops of Bremen and Paderborn, marched 


renewed. 


blind attachment to an idolatrous worſhip... Had this been 
been more ſuitable to the furname with Which the prince of 


were. of opinion that the ſword is the quickeſt and moſt eſfectual 


A made, the two 


with regard to the execution of the late treaty with Abel, Eric 
Was 


1 = H * mat s T s R * , 

Jon the, Theologian- might. now have ſpent the..remaink 
at of his days in peade, had not his;cager defire of propegating = 
the Chriſtian religion among the barbarous nations of the north, 
made him join with king Eric in an expedition againſt Livonia; 


The king's intentions were to recovet thoſe provinces which 
had been torts from Denmark during the late civil commotions; 


John's were to reſcue thoſe people — their ignorance and 


attempted any other way than by the ſword, it would have 


Mecklenburg had been dignified ; but divines in thoſe days 


method of making profelytes; He ſhould have remembered. 
that a cruſade muſt have been as diſagreeable to the poor Livo- 
nians, as the expeditions of that kind had been to his own 
progenitors; The enterprize was however agreed apon ; 


was obliged, in the preſent erhauftad ſtate of his finances, 
r We Ina rn mie Which was a ſum of money 
be paid by each A The neceſſary preparation 
princes, with Henry of Jeruſalem, the 
fon of John the Theologian, fet ſail for Livonia, where they 
were very ſucceſsful in their military operations, but had no 
time to make any great progreſs in converting the inhabitants. 
For diſputes ariſing between Eric and the princes of Holſtein, 


obliged to return to Denmark; and all negotiations proving 
fruitleſs, each fide had recourſe again to arms. he Holſtein- 


to lay ſiege to Renſburg, which they claimed by the late treaty ; 
"9s the king uſed the utmoſt expedition to relieve it. 

As ſoon, as the king arrived at the fortreſs. of Danewark, 
he thought proper to pay a viſit to his brother Abel, who had 
not as yet concetned hinifelf in this quarrel... Abel received 
his brother with all the external marks — affection, but laid 
a he at 22 ſame time 8 his deſtruction: e was to 


: 3 ppirit 


: Wi * 1 1 ” * 1 * D A 2 5 A 
rte len er in a boct! and te hire perſons % Mosler ün at 
8 Was accordingly perpe 


over-board, aud Abel gave out that the 5," 
This report gained credit for a time, till 
| angled body of the deceaſed monarch. was thrown on 

ſhore Þy the waves. "This was an evident 

of * u virtuous prince, in violation of the ties of blood, and the 
Vet the monſter was choſen by the ſtates 
to ſucceed his brother; merely from motives of policy, and to 
avoid the inconveniences of 's civil war. 


long enjoy the fruits of his villany; the laying a new tax upon 


the people produced a rebellion, i 
fain'on St. Peter's day, 


* fea,” The batbarous def 
_ king's body was thrown 
| hip had foundered. 


trated; the 


of the murder 


rights of hofpitality 


He did not, however, 


in Which he was defeated and 
1252. Though he left two ſons, yet 
his memory was ſo odious, that the ſtates ſet them aſide, and 


r er N A prince: of ang: anal vend 
racter'®. ? 


* 


1252. 


Mocnk adi tis time Wer biene Gut beteten the Teutonic War between 


| order and Suentepoelus III. duke of Pomerania. Fortune had 


the duke of 


Pomerania 


when ſeveral of the German and the Teu- 


| greatly f favoured the Pomeranians, 
_ princes, out of 
above military order. 
cauſe, with all the ardour of zeal, fo as to 2 his third ſon 
Poppo to enliſt himſelf in the order, and ſet out for Pruſſia, 
which then belonged to the Teutonic knights. 
ſoon after concluded between the, two patties, Henry a Weyda, 
grand-maſter of the order, marched all his forces againſt the 
ogitians; and, an engagement enfuing, tho Teutonic knights 
were intirely defeated. In this action prince Poppo, of Meck- 
tenburg, was unfortunately ſlain, after giving E proofs of 
| the, moſt undaunted proweſs . 
How long the Theological prince Was employ ed in the expe- 
 Aition to Livonia, is not known with any certainty; ſome are 


policy or religion, eſpouſed the cauſe of the 


John the Theologian joined in the ſame | 


A truce being 


tonic order. 


1250. | 
War Loon 
Denmark 


of opinion, that the whole cruſade did not An above A +: ngh if and Holſtein, 


. | 
+ This ation ſeems to have W years — — the . expedition 1 Linens. 


2 „ 


1253. 


1254. 


ans to embrace Chriſtianity. This may 


atffronted at this meſſage, and refuſed to 
under pretence that Sleſwick had been always ſettled on one of 


* 
* 
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| 1 true, he muſt have, left his ſon Henry, behind im "for 
the latter continued a confiderable time at Riga. Spener in 


Sylloge ſays, that John the Theologian compelled the Livoni- 
illuſtrate his zeal, 
but is no great proof of his knowledge of divinity. After his 


return to Mecklenburg, we heat no more mention of him, till 


the flames of war broke out afreſh in Denmark in 12 53, and 
reached the eountry of Mecklenburg, together with the neigh- 
bouring parts of Germany. - Chriſtopher, king of Denmark, 
having taken upon himſelf the guardianſhip of his brother 
Abel's children, . viſit to Sleſwick, in order to receive the 
oath of allegiance from the ſtates. of that dukedom, on the be- 
half of his nephews: The princes of Holſtein, imagining he 


had ſome other deſign, ſent ambaſſadors to his majeſty, deſiring 


he would put the duchy of Sleſwick into the hands of ſome diſ- 
intereſted perſon, in truſt for the lawful heir. The king was 


grant their requeſt, 


the king's children. This difpute, was productive of a war, in 
which the counts of Holſtein, were joined by the margrave of 


Brandenburg, the princes of Mecklenburg, the Lubeckers, and 


the reſt of the maritime cities on the Baltic. The king fitted 
out a ſtrong ſquadron, and made himſelf maſter of beate 
which he cauſed to be diſmantled. The confederates marched 
into the duchy of Sleſwick, and ſent a powerful fleet to the coaſt 
of Schonen, where it fell in with the Daniſh. ſquadron ; this 
brought on an engagement, which proyed no way deciſive. At 


che ſame time Haquin, king of Norway, eſpouſing the cauſe of 
the princes of Holſtein, landed a body of troops in Halland, 


which laid the country waſte. Chriſtopher, unable to cope 
with ſo many enemies, ſued for peace, Which was granted, on 
condition he ſhould reſtore the duchy of Sleſwick to his nephews, 


and. indemnify them for their lofles by the war. The duke of | 


Pomerania and the princes of Mecklenburg were guarantees of 


this el. We was rad in 1254. eth aue res was poi- 
7 bl © this. © (YETI; TE) Lramugrct! «4; a}, pd} rio il 
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ſoneũ 33 in 1 59% ang was; ſucceeded. by bi is egal. ſon 
rie V H. ſurhamed Güpping, from his frequent, 5 
"{Povrictfanquilityhad for a conſiderable time been undi urbed 
in Mecklenburg; when a diſpute aroſe between prince John and 
Jaromat prince” of Rugen. The latter had built a caſtle at 
Damgarten on che Reckenitz, which greatly 1 0 the 
ſubſeses of the lord of Roſtock, brother af Jobn the Theolo- 


gian. This prince having made a complaint of this grievance, 


and receiving no redreſs, John, out of regard and affection for 


ing, the Rugian prince was defeated, and obliged, ;i in Fir 
quence, tO demoliſh the caſtle „n ws POT ee 2 Aj 15 AD 
Tur year following, the prince of Mecklenburg undertook an 
expedition to extirpate the gangs of banditti, which, in thoſe 
times of barbarity and confuſion, infeſted ſeveral parts of Germa- . 
ny. Each caſtle was the capital of a ſmall diſtrict of robbers, who 
made war againſt the poor defenceleſs people in the open coun- 
try, cutting down their corn, and plundering the unhappy tra- 
vellers. 
on a little creek, on the confines of Mecklenburg, and formerly 
ſubject to the counts of Holſtein f. The name of this caſtle 
was 'Darſow ; and there is {til} a village known by that deno- 
mination on the ſame ſpot. The governor. appointed by the 
count of Holſtein, did not openly - commit any depredations 
himſelf; but he countenanced the infamous gang that had laid 
the Whole country under contribution. Count John, the ſon 


of Adolphus, received information of this connivance of the 


governor, and deſirous of being convinced of the truth, had 
ocular demonſtration of it. The governor was tried, convicted, 
and ſuffered death. But this did not put an end to the miſchief, 


for the ſoldiers 5 the eaſtle being wennn wy 5 


$155.10 T3 . : ; 3 \ 


. *Kiretberg e Becht, Sho F 5 

1 Germany was not the otily ee 
quent; in France, che great lords were obliged to maintain a guard upon che road, 
from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet. Henault. 

- 2 The caſtle and diftri& afterwards fell to the houſe of Mecklenburg; bor by what 
Tight, whether by conqueſt, or purchaſe, or grant, Crantzius cannot tell. 
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his brother, thought proper to interfere ; and hoſtilities enſu- 


tous 


1260. 
Quarrel be- 
tween John 
the Theolo- 
gian and the 

rince of 


ugen. 


1261, 
John oh 
Theol 
ſuppre ſſe 
the Bandit. 


Among others, there was a caſtle of this kind fituate 8 


an ohſtinate 


© 4 = 41 0 ” 0 * * 
3 det bay Bachented the -handlitti, ng entered 
thetnſelves.imtothe gang, and bid defiance to all law. and autho- 
rity; The Lubcokers, Who, as a mercantile. people; were the 
greateſt ſufferers, had recounſe to the prince of Mecklenburg, 
intreating him to grant them his aſſiſtance, towards chaſtiſing 
oſe common tnemies df mankind... John, always diſpoſed 


to eradicate vice, ani to protect the innocent, hatl an interview 
with the magiſtrates of Lubeck, in company with hig fon | 
Henry, ſurnamed of Jeruſalem *.. There it was agreed to at- 


tack the caſtle of Darſow: SER” WE ap RY and to extirpate 
chat nurſery of xbbbers. The prince of Mecklen 


burgh accordingly 
marched a body of troops, and. inveſted the caſtle, Which, after 
ſiege, was taken by ſtorm, and razed to the ground. 
Helikewiſe ordained, that no caſtle ſhould be — wag erected 


on that ſpot +; and being deſi tous to encourage commerce, he 


made a grant to the Lubeckers of the ꝓrivilege of a free navi- 


: gation up the little river Reckenitz, beyond the above-men- 


tioned village of Darfow. Thus our goad prince, like another 


Theſeus, exerted uimſelf in purging the earth of monſters, 
ne; diftutbing the repoſe, and ſecurity of mankind +. 

Azour this time the new town of Wiſmar was hurnt down 
10 the ground; and ſoon after the flames of war broke out be- 
tween the prince of Mecklenburg and his brother - in la Gun- 
zelin III. oount of Schwerin; the former was joined. by his 
brothers; and the latter by the biſhop of Schwerin. This Pre- 


_ tate's name was Herman, count of Schladen, and canon of 
Magdeburg. ho had been choſen to that ſee in 1262 or 1263. 


Thus the miniſter of peace engaged in ſtrife, immediately upon 
his aſſuming the paſtoral office. The cauſe of this rupture is 
not known, but it Was probably owing to the axtifices of that 
prelate ;.as: before that time there had been always a god 
underſtanding between count Gunzelin and the * of Meck- 


5 lenburg. In the courſe of this conteſt. the count of Schwerin 


0 


* By this account his ſon 1 aruſt have nk Frail, for che was cer- 
tainly in that e eee brett f 
E Crantaius. 40 fig v3 
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alen pier, and che biſhop was difpoiicfed of Bittzow, 


his uſuah reſidence: But it was reſtored torbim again, upon his 
. entefinghinto-an engagement, never; to take up arms; againſt 
the prinices-ofiMeckdebbung; This was an article of the treaty 


priſoner at the ſame time with bis father, wort ſet at liberty . 
Jen the Theolegian did not long ſurvive the r 
this trenty with the cbunt- and biſhop of Schwerin. He had 
the ſutis faction, However, befort his dereaſe, of procuring to 
his ſubjects an honourable peace, and of framing fuch laws as 


tende to the <nconrageratiit of induſtry and religion! Thus 


of peate concluded this ſarne year; in virtue · of Which the count 
of Sehwenin;: and his ſon court Helmold IL. who had been taken 


added atict beloned by his pebple, -herfleparted'this life at a good 
- old age in rab, and was interred in the toten of Gadebuſch +. 


Tuis prince married Luitgardis, ſiſter of the count of 
Henneberg, dy whom he had, 1. Henry of Jeruſalem, os 
the Pilgtim, ho ſuceceded him. 2. Nicholas, canon of 
schwerin, Magdeburg, and Hamburg or, according to Chem 
nitz, dean of Schwerin and Lubeck. 3. Poppo, à knight of 
the Teutonick order. 4. Herman, dean of Schwerin. 5. Al- 
bert, who died ſoon after his father, without iſſue, * he 
had married Judith, a princeſs of Werle. 6. John III. who. 
at firſt Was a canon of Hildeſheim, but quitted the church, and 
eſpouſed a counteſs of Ravenſberg, by whom he had a ſon 
named John, and a daughter named Elizabeth. The ſon died 


- young, before the father ; and the daughter was abbeſs of Rhene. 


PRINCE John had alſo a daughter named. Luitgardis, who 
was married to Gerard, count of Holſtein ; but, accord- 


* The treaty of agreement with. che count of Schwerin, may be ſeen in Weſtphal. 
Diplom. Meckl. 


+ John Simonius has given a ſhort coniure of him in the. following verſes : 
Bis duo luſtra Deo addictum me Sequana- cernit. 
1 Hinc mihi doctura tempora cingit ovans. ha 
a R a vulgo: moveor nil, gloria Joe, 
ſalus populi eſt unica cura mihi: 
Condo Rhenam :' tollo latrones: Livo per arma 


Noſtra Deo nomen dat: placiduſque obeo. $ 


His marriage 
and flue, 
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8 ; IN - by to Litomius the was firſt married to the count 6 Hoya, and 
1 175 7 afterwards to the count f Ruppin. A1 With. regard to the wife 

cf this prince, it is to be obſerved, that ſhe Was à daughter 


Ns 15 of cbunt Poppo, and fiſter 'bf count Hermanus of lens 
| = njeberp. | The latter had Rudiec ae Paris, as We” have already 
r vand the” friend/tip" contracted" "in! that capital, 
| i was productive of this marriage. Mo es ern unn 
1 Bestps the above mentipnsd children, prince Johir Huch an 
_—_— daughter, named Catharine; whom he 18 ſaick to have 

| found in Liypchia on the field of battle, when the was but a 
8 Child of three yeats of age; and to have ſaved her froni being 
1 | __  trathþledito death by the horfes. He' afterwards put her into 
8 | che convent of Rhene, where ſhe became a nun and om that 
: account he increaſed: the revenue of the houſe with the eſtate 
r qccürt of Parpund 8. There are writers who ſuſpect this ſame | 
Catharine to have been a natural daughter of that prince, as 


_ mgm f het hi are eee rl l f 
, a * * f 1171187 e 1.5 
oo i JEL 1 102 - & 7 1 Ha : Ei In 5 20441 my! wo 1 « „ 1 . 
* 
* * Seent loma 5 * "IIS." 5 1 4 "7 
i in 42 dnn 57335 1% 10561 52 20 898 l 
P „ 
| * Ktuye: Buck: 
- 
- Grant] Marſhal, FEY cenie, Kirchberg, Berkr, er, 
holt. wp, P24 THEY Fat nber * 5 
893 : N (i — 2 2 4 1 
- 1 a 
UE inn r 4 of ho. 3ts) 10 l 
. C 1 4 ant „ f * 18 * LO 31 — I N =" 2 . r Foyt | I „ r 
* N » - Fo * J 'T. * 0 + TP. * e g- 4 | | _ . * » 
. 4 1. 9417 | — 12 r : * 1 
LI 1 LI! 15 4 25133 5891 5 LC icli bt 14 5 1101 * n * "I * 
- ; : A o 7 3. N 1 5 15 22 ; . A. 53 k . 20 18 18 
Gt her oh HORNY Fat LT CAL At: i B10 6 30s bak n Woo J a 
M % . ; — 99. CF 1 og * Wetr i * ” X . 1 
- * i. * 4 — * Ss % « # - #2» > ” . , 
. = 
915 dy ty ei to $144 547 7 18171 . — ir N 
Scl 10 VOGUE SEW ingen mn $3.30 A RTF, 
yy , > we 1 | Edad tad! | EE £4 8 and 4 ns. a C4 
o1W dip olli (1 inen iin * tt ot Ait 1 
. | F > a «A 17 * * 4 wy Ls LS et eyes 2 4 
Sides ond not” 10 een II mee, 
by. o k N ” * 4 . 
- 1 : "MS a . 8 7 PI _— * %* 4% " 4 * | »* Th N 1 0 F V. 17 e 
N 7 „Mantua 1 : $5 \ Sw 8, - Ng & 3 — 6 5 * . * by vs i'F | „ y >, EY A. 
\ | : - 0 F , ; ' . | . £ T, - 
. N . og | n LEES F {ral TH; 1 Man 4 8 1 n 
AE ole Winans ue een Minne | IT IHACIEL A 
Fi RMA dhe: ee 1 ha 
1 * 4 4 4 ; 4 © ao} * . # 2 | | 2 fp * | b 
* * 722 41 7 * 8 5 Kees ® 9 4 o 6A N 1 KY of "2 (651 * - 6% "I 
— | 1 "vv -þ 12 148 * | 
7 6 as} Ns ö a N 4110 Jenn 1e SHIFT & Sen 
© - _ + ag! 9 . 
8 : | IF, r 1 
5 4 k SG. : « * 4 ” : Text , x * x * 3 
899 * 1 o 
* . = — * ny n * f 4 * a... —_ e rere U * 4s; #5 
. O07 4.4 be | : my £1 f 4 3 1118 7 NN TC * 


| FI x — - 5 PO e , . - _y 


1 5 q = 9 = 4 " 5 * F : 
| 1 , KL 11 9 * _— * 1 * - 
* v d p 4 fl 1 — * 1 b 


4.4 - bo x. 
* - 
- 
1 F E 
. * 4 
* - 
* 
- — 
. 
* * 
* - p ** a 911 
' - - _ * 
4 . 
'1 LY - 
. -_ 


_ 0 * Van M 


8 H A P. vin. 


Henry of fel ſucceeds hit p rey m 1 as. D es in 
tbe empire. Henry undertakes an expedition or pilgrimage to the 
 Holy- Land. He is taken priſoner by the Saracens. Domeſtic 

© diffurbances in hit abſence. Early proofs of valour given by his 
fon Henry, ſurnamed the Lion. He obtains a great victory over 
the confederate princes. Affairs of Denmark. Tragical death of 
Henry, ſenior, prince of Werle. Civil war in the family. Henry 
of Feruſalem returns to his dominions, after a captivity of firve-and- 
twenty years. Quarrel between Nicholas * and the en. 


of Brandenburg. | 


V. HENRY of JERUSALEM, 
The fifth Prince of MECKLENBURG. 


From 1264 to 1302. 


EMPERORS of GERMANY, 


CHARD, earl of Cornwal, - 3 1267. 
ODOLPHUS I. count of Habſburg, 1273. 
DOLPHU S of Naſſau. - 1292. 
LBERT I. . 


KINGS of ENGLAND, 


HENRY III. ces 7 Crag; 
EDWARD I. „ 1272. 
[ENRY, ſurnamed of Jetulalem, from his pilgrimage to Troubles in 
the Holy-Land, inherited his father's virtues, as well as the empire. 
his dominions, at a time when the empire of Germany was rent 
in pieces by civil commotions. This was the period of the The great 
great interregnum *, which laſted twenty-three years, from — 


RI 
R 
A 
A 


* The great interregnum is an æra that deſerves particular notice, as being the 
period 1 in which the public law of Germany, and the preſent conſtitution of the em- 
pire, had their origin, 1, At a time when all laws, human and divine, were con- 

H. P founded; 


T. HI E HISTORY Beck IH. 
the death of Frederick II. in 1250, till the election of Rodol- 
phus, count of Habſburg, the firſt emperor of the houſe. of 

Auſtria in 1273. During this period, the imperial throne was 
either vacant, or filled by a conteſted election. Frederick II. 
left his fon Conrad, ho is cited the fourth of that name, 
ſucceſſor to his dominions; but this prince happening to quar- 
rel, like his predeceffors of the houfe of Suabia, with the ſee 
of Rome, was excommunicated by the pope, who confirmed 
the empire 30 William, count of Holland. Conrad was taken 
off by poiſon in $234, Which was ſaid to have been adminiſtered 
to him by bis natural brother Manfrey. William, count of 
Holland, prepared #0 march into Italy, in order to receive the 
imperial crown ; when he was obliged to turn his forces againſt 
the Friſians. As he was upon his march, he fell into an am- 
buſcade, and was ſlain in 1256. After his deceaſe, the Ger- 
man princes were divided about the election of an emperor; 
ſome of them conferred that — on Richard, earl of 
Cornwal, brother of Henry MI. king of England ; and others 
upon Alphonſus, king of Caſtile. — thoſe two princes had 
ſcarce any thing more than the imperial title: Alphonſus never 
ſet foot in Germanx; it is true, Richard, was crowned at Aix 
la Chapelle: but this honour coſt him very dear, for he car- 
ried into Germany ſeven hundred 3 pounds ſterling 
immenſe ſum in thoſe days, the loſs of which Made, = 


founded, the ſtates ſituated on the Rhine were obliged to enter into a confederacy for 
their mutual defence. 'Thus was formed the alliance of the Rhine in 125 5. 2. This 
example was followed by an aſſociation of the trading cities, which is properly the 
epocha of the Hanſeatic alliance. 3. It was in this period that the electoral college 
was founded, comprehending only the great officers, and excluding the other princes 
and ſtates of the empire. 4. It was during theſe troubles that the princes and ſtates 
of Germany aſſumed the rights vf ſovereignty. 5. Several noblemen, for their mu- 
tual ſecurity, entered into acts of confraternity, by which they engaged to aſſiſt one 
another with their lives and fortunes; and in caſe either party died without male iſſue, 
Bis lands and poſſeſſions ſhould devolve to the ſurvivor. Such are the pacts entered 
into by the houſes of Saxony, Heſſe, and Brandenburg, and ſuch were thoſe between 
the electors of Brandenburg and the dukes of Pomerania. Theſe conventions have 
greatly contributed to weaken the authority of the Emperors of Germany, as thereby 
they loſe the right of diſpoſing of vacant fiefs; hence it is that their conſent to theſe 
acts was afterwards made requiſite, which they very ſeldom grant. 


nation 3; 
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nation; and notwithſtanding all his endeavours to eſtabliſh him< 
ſelf on the imperial throne, he was obliged to retire to England, 
_ where he ended his days in 1271. The electors aſſembled at 
length in 1273, and raiſed Rodolphus, count of Habſburg, 
to the imperial throne ; and from him _ long line of Auſtrian 
enero are all deſcended *. 
Sbocn was the general ſtate of affairs in Germany; we come Henry of Je- 
now to thofe of Mecklenburg. Henry II. + was at Riga in Le de 
Livonia, when he received advice of his father's death. He Livonia after 
was there employed in the crufade or holy war, for which he i fathers 
had conceived an extraordinary paſſion. His zeal for the pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity was his only motive for this expedi- 
tion, a motive highly commendable, had he not been miſtaken, 
as well as his father, and other princes of thoſe days, with 
regard to the manner of carrying it into execution. He did not 
return from Livonia tifl 1266, when he repaired to Wiſmar, to 1266. 
receive the homage of that new emporium. The proſperity of 
this city was greatly owing to the encouragement given by our 
prince to its infant trade, and to the many privileges with which 
he favoured the inhabitants. Among others, he granted them 
the Jus Lubicenſe, or Laws of Lubeck; and though the dip- 
loma be no longer extant, yet there is no doubt of the grant, and 
the town itſeff made uſe of it in 1589, without any oppofition 4. 

As Henry's brothers had all embraced the eecleſiaſtic fate, Henry's mar- 
his father thought proper his eldeſf fon ſhould continue the fa- _ 
mily. He therefore eſpouſed, four years before his father's de- 
ceaſe, the Princeſs! Anaſtaſia, daughter of Barnim, duke of 265. 
Pomerania. By tHis marriage he had two ſons, Henry III. 
ſurnamed the Lion, and John IV. who! married Helen, the 
daughter of Witflaus, prince of Rugen, but died without iſſue. 

He had alſo two daughters, Euitgardis, married to Primillaus, 


5 Preſſe, Heiſſe, Barre, Scriptor. rer. Germ. | 
1 + This prince is called Henry IL though there were ſeveral of that name bete him, 
but it is to be obſerved, that the Burevinus's are not reckoned among the Henries ;. 
and therefore Henry, king of the Venedi;- is the firſt of that name. 
t Becht has given us ſome fragments af it, taken-from the inftruRions of the city 
of Wiſmar to her deputies at the diet 5 province in 1623 | 
5 | 2 ; Or, 


4 | . * 
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or, ag others call him, Miſtevin, duke of Gneſwa;i in Poland, 
and Anna, married to John, count of Holſtein... We have taken 
MF; | | notice of prince Henry marriage and. iſſue here in the. com- 
= mencement of his reign, becauſe his children diſtinguiſhed them- 
n ſelves. greatly in his life-time, as the ſequel will demonſtrate. 
Character of HIS brother John, having had early intelligence of his . 
ner de- Gon to viſit the Holy-Land, quitted the church, and entered 
| into the conjugal ſtate. This ſame John was a prince of a xery 
indifferent character, and is ſuppoſed to have altered his condi- 
tion of life, in hopes of diſpoſſfeſſing his nephews in his bro- 
ther's abſence, and uſurping the whole country. So reſtleſs was 
his ambition, that it diſcovered itſelf before his brother's de- 
parture, who, to quiet his mind, and to prevent him from 
creating any diſturbance; in his abſence, generouſly gave him 
the town and country of Gadebuſch. But this brotherly be- 
haviour had not its deſired effect; for not content with this 
partition, he ſtill intended to uſurp a greater portion of land, 
and to ſeize the regency. And hence it was that he encou- 
raged his brother to execute the deſign he had formed of em- 
barking in this expedition to the Holy-Land. l | 
12506 Tuls was the ſeventh and laſt cruſade, publiſhed by pope i 
| Thelaſtcru Clement IV. and undertaken chiefly. by St. Lewis, king 
Prance in 1270, to put a ſtop to the progreſs of the * 
Bondocdar, ſultan of Egypt. The fatal Jivifions of the Chriſ- 
tians in the eaſt had been the cauſe of the ſucceſſes of that enter- 
prizing prince. The Venetians and Genoeſe in Syria had 
waged war againſt one another ſince 1255, each endeavouring 
to aflert the empire of the ſea ; and unfortunately the Chriſtian 
princes and military orders in that part of the world, en gaged 
in the ſame quarrel. . Bondocdar, availing himſelf of theſe cir- 
cumſtances, marched an army into Paleſtine in 126a, and ſit- 
ting down before Ptolemais, he ruined the ſuburbs of that city. 
He afterwards made himſelf maſter of the town of Cæſarea, 
the caſtle of Aſſur, and the fortreſs of Sephet. Continuing 
his conqueſts, he ſeized the caſtle of Jaffa, and moſt of the 


| * places belonging to * knights as, aan and, at length, 
| on ſubdued 


woe OF VAN DAI I A. 109: 
_ Abadedthe'eity of Antioch in 1268. The rapidity of theſe 
ſucceſſes alarined' the European Chriſtians, and produced this 
laſt effort to carry the war into the country of the/Infidels. 

The cruſade was publiſhed i in all the Chriſtian ſtates, - but met 
with moſt encouragement in France, where. the king himſelf 
was at the head of it. In England, prince Edward, eldeſt fon + 
of Henry III. and who afterwards ſucceeded his father, re- 
ceived 175 croſs at the hands of the legate, and his example was 
followed by Henry, ſon of the king of the Romans, the earls 
of Warwick and Pembroke, and above a hundred and twenty 


knights. Animated by theſe examples, and by a zeal for the Prince Henry 


defence of Chriſtianity, prince Henry of mannes took burg reſolves 
up the croſs, and reſolved to join the cruſading army ad. Ag 


Bor while he was preparing for this expedition, he thought He ſettles the 
proper to ſettle the adminiſtration in his abſence, in order to 1 „ 
prevent any domeſtic diſturbances. He appointed two depu- 
ties or ſtadtholders, who, in conjunction with his wife Anaſta- 
ſia, were to be poſſeſſed of the regency. The names of thoſe 
deputies were Theodoric of Oertz, and Henry of Strahlendorf, 
men of diſtinguiſhed rank, and in whoſe integrity and abilities 
he placed an unbounded confidence. The reſtleſs diſpoſition 
of his brother prevented Henry from entruſting him with any 
ſhare of the government, which gave occaſion afterwards to 
that prince to complain of this ſlight, and ſerved as a pretext 
for the ſeveral diſturbances he raiſed during Henry's abſence *. 

EvERx thing being prepared for the expedition on the fide 1270. 
of France, St. Lewis ſet out the firſt of March 1270, and re- Particalars 
paired to Aigues Mortes, where he embarked the beginning of fade, 

July the ſame year. The fleet arrived ſoon after at. Cagliari in 
Sardinia, when, inſtead of ſailing directly to Syria, as was at 
firſt intended, a reſolution was taken, at the inſtigation of 
Charles, king of Sicily, St. Lewis's brother, to land the army 
in Africa, and lay ſiege to Tunis, with whoſe king the above- 


mentioned Charles was at variance. But the peſtilence broke 
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ant in dhe Branch camp, and the kin g himſelf died of it the 
twenty-fafth of Auguſt. His eldeſt _ Philip, who attended 
him in this expedition, returned to France; but prince Ed- 
ward of England, reſolving to fulfil his vow, continued his 
voyage to Paleſtine with the reſt of his retinue. He arrived at 
Ptolemais in the month of May, having only three hundred 
knights, Engliſh and French, with John, duke of Brittany. 
Vet with theſe troops, ſtrengthened by five hundred Friſons, 
and a ſmall reinforcement which prince Edmund, his brother, 
brought him from England, he prevented Bondocdar from be- 
ſieging Ptolemais. Such was the ſituation of affairs in that 
ountry, when Henry of Mecklenburg ſet. out upon his expe- 
dition, with a. numerous retinue. At his arrival he joined 
prince Edward's: army, and was, concerned in feveral 460 
ments with the Saracens, in which he performed the moſt ſig- 
nal exploits. But Edward's army daily diminiſhing by fick- 
neſs, and by thoſe ſlairmiſhes with the Saracens, he propoſed to 
the ſultan a truce of ten years, which was accardingly con- 
chaded. Edward then embarking his troops, ſet ſail for Eng- 
land in 1272, and took poſſeſſion of the throne, which had 
lately devolved! to him upon the death of his father. Henry 
ſtaid behind ſome time, being deſirous to viſit the holy ſepul- 
chre at Jerufalem. Accordingly he ſet out for that city, but 
by the way he was unfortunately: taken priſoner *,. and after- 
wards carried a flaye to Grand Cairo in Egypt. In that wretch- 
ed condition did he continue five-and-twenty years, before he 
recovered his liberty; a condition, as Crantzius obſerves, more 
ſevere than even the moſt ignominious death. Such, was the 
unhappy iſſue of this cruſade: the war ended, at length, in 
The manner of bis being taken prifoner i is differently related by ſome other wri- 
ters. Henry, they fay, upon his arrival in Syria, found things in. tlie utmoſt: confu- 


fion. Bendoedar had over-runall that province, and puſhed the Chriſtians to the ſea- 
ſides. where they were confined to a few fortreſſes , after performing the moſt 
ſignal exploits, was obliged to ſhut himſelf up in one of thoſe maritime towns, waiting 
for an opportunity to force his way to Jeruſalem, the great object of his devotion; The 
town: being ftreighitencd for proviſions, he made a vigorous fally, but had the misfor- 

tune of being taken priſoner, . afterwards ſent to d Cairo. 
4 | ; 1291, 
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1891 when the vity of St. John d Rcre, or Ptolemais, was 


taken and plundered by the ſultan of 
wore intwely driven out of Syria'®. . 
Tun nos of Henry's captivity being bannt to Europe by 
amsof the crufaders, gave great affliction tothe virtuous Anaſ- 
tuſia-. Her anxiety was fo much the more heightened, as ſhe 


Egypt; and the Chriſtians 


was unacquainted with, the-oircumftances of this prince's ſervi- 


tute; and therefore had it not in her power to relieve him. 
This was a moſt torturing ſtate to Anaſtaſia, who was paſſion- 
ately fond uf her huſband. To add to her diſtreſs, John III. 
uf Gadebuſch, availing himſclf of his brother s abſence, gave 
her great diſturbance, in order to come in for a ſhare of the re- 
gency. And, indeed, Henry had ſcarce been departed from 
, when prince John, pretending to have a better 
cighty\a} leaſt, to the guardianſhip of the children, than ei- 
ther their mother or the ſtadtholders, endeavoured to get the 
young princes into his poſſeſſion. The tidings of his brother's 


captivity, and the improbability of his return, rendered this 
prince more obſtinate in his pretenſions. Luckily, however, 


for Anaſtaſia and the young. princes, the ſame claim was form- 
ell by the princes of Werle, Nicholas IV. brother of John the 
Theol 


Pacific. Nicholas (and his ſons as his next heirs) founded his 
right to the regency and guardianſhip on being the brother of 
thoſe children's grandfather, and the eldeſt of the family; ſo 
that he had like to have ſucceeded in his pretenſions, eſpecially 
as he ſeemed to have the nobility on his ſide. But the reſolution 
and -invincible firmneſs of: Anaſtafia and the two ſtadtholders, 
defeated the deſign of thoſe ambitious: princes. The ſtadt- 
holders, ſtrongly attached to their ſovereign, ſnewed themſelves 
moſt deſerving of the confidence which he had placed in their 
fidelity. Their conduct upon the whole reflects an eternal ho- 


nour upon "their names, of which their deſcendants, the preſent. 


| ms families of Oertz and eee have ſuch xeaſon to- 
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1273. 


ogian, and his two ſons, Henry the elder, and John the 
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1276. 


1280. 


The young 


prince Hen- 
ry aſſumes 
the reins of 
government, 


mother Anaſtaſia and the ſtadtholders 
the adminiſtration into his hands. Though he was not then 
above eighteen or nineteen years of age, ſuch care had been ta- 


— 
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glory. veil were the diſtreſſes of this country, owing to the 
weakneſs of their:own- who, for the ſake of rambling 
to Jeruſalem, was ſo imprudent, if I may venture to uſe the 
expreſſion, as to leave his wife, his children, and his ſubjects, 

a prey to the ambitious deſigns of his relations, and of the 
neighbouring princes. To complete the misfortunes of his 


family, the margraves of Brandenburg, availing themſelves of 
the inteſtine diviſions of this country, made incurſions on the 
frontiers, and committed great ravages on the poor inhabitants. 
And what is more extraordinary, they are ſuppoſed to have 
been invited to this invaſion, either by the princes of Werle, or 
by John of Gadebuſch, to ſupport the pretenſions of thoſe prin- 


ces. The affair, however, was in ſome meaſure compromiſed ; 


Anaſtaſia and the ſtadtholders. preſerved their truſt, notwith- 
ſtanding the efforts of fo many enemies, and all that John of 
Gadebuſch oe Ry: was beg to be. eee to a m_ of 


the regency. | 


Tux hereditary orince bring come to r ard J 
thought proper to 4 oa 


ken of his education by his worthy guardians, that they looked 
upon him as thoroughly qualified to hold the reins of govern- 


- ment. The event ſhewed how right a judgment they had 


1282. 
Death of the 
prince of 
Roſtock. 


formed of prince Henry, who, by his invincible courage, and 


other excellent qualities, obtained the ſurname of the Lion. 


His uncle, John of Gadebuſch, was not at all ſatisfied with the 
reſignation of the guardians, and would fain have continued to 


hold prince Henry ſome time longer in a ſtate of dependence. 
His view was certainly to uſurp the government himſelf, but 
he was prevented at firſt by the vigilance; of the Radtholders, 
and afterwards by the undaunted bravery of prince Henry. 


- ABovurT this time died Waldemar, prince of Roſtock, * 


was ſucceeded by his ſon; Nicholas, an infant, and from his 
weakneſs ſurnamed the Child. He was a long time under the 
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princes of Werle, between whom aroſe viokent contentions, wh 
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| fqn to the town of Roſtock,” of which we ſhall have occaſion 


more hereafter. - & 


"Tax. enſuing year, the reſtleſs be 4s John of Gadebuſch 
once more excited the margraves of Brandenburg to join in a 
confederacy for "ſtripping the young princes, Henry and his 
brother, of their paternal dominions. Thoſe margraves were 
of the houſe of Anhalt, a family that had been ever ready to 
interfere in the quarrels of their neighbours of Mecklenburg, 
not with a view to reconcile them, but, according to the de- 
teſtable policy of many ſtates, to profit by their diviſions. 
The princes engaged in this alliance were numerous and pow- 
erful, John, margrave of Brandenburg, and his brother Otho, 


the marquis of Miſnia, the duke of Saxony, and the duke of 
Saxe Lawenburg. 80 formidable a confederacy ſeemed likely 


to overpower all oppoſition, and to cruſh Henry and his bro- 
ther to atoms. The pretext for war was a frivolous diſ- 
pute concerning the limits of their territories; but the real 
motive was, an ungenerous deſign to ſeize the opportunity of 
oppreſſing thoſe young princes in their father's abſence, and to 
diſmember the dominions belonging to the houſe of Mecklen- 
burg. They flattered themſelves, moreover, that the youth and 
inexperience of the two brothers, would afford them an eaſy 
conqueſt, and oblige thoſe princes to ſubmit to ſuch terms as 
the victors ſhould preſcribe. The confederates having aſſem- 
bled a mighty army, marched into the country of Mecklen- 
burg, and ſpread terror and deſolation wherever they advanced. 
The young princes, confiding in the divine protection, and 
encouraged by the exhortations of their virtuous mother, who 
offered up her prayers for them inceſſantly to heaven, drew out 
what forces they could muſter, and reſolved to face the enemy. 


1283. 
Alliance a- 
gainſt the 

oung prin- 
hes of Heck- 
lenburg. 


The two armies met between the towns of Greveſmulen and 


Gadebuſch, and prepared for battle. Both parties ſeemed 
greatly animated with hopes of victory, the confederates relying 
on their numbers, which bore an immenſe diſproportion to the 
Mecklenburghers; the young princes n. in the juſtice of 
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| 1 | dy cauſe, and the . af their troops, . were fight- 


g for their liberty, for their country, and for their: ſovereign. 

5 The. diſpute. was  obſtinate between the two armies, but at 

N 442 length, after a warm conteſt, victory, contrary to the expecta- 

1 tionsof all men, declared againſt the numerous hoſt of the con- 

The allies. federates.... The left wing of the allied army beginning to give 

* — way, Henry. improved the advantage, and like a torrent bearing 

princes don every thing before him, he put the enemy to flight. The 

| number of killed and priſoners on the part of the confederates. 
N was great, while the of on the oppoſite fide was inconſiderable. 

So complete a victory over an army infinitely ſuperior in num- 

bers, did great honour to the abilities of the young princes, and 

vonvinced the confederate leaders of their imprudence, in de- 

ie pow: the weakneſs of their enemy. But this is not the only 

defeat owing to a contempt of the like kind, which, though 

it may be proper to inſtil it into the minds 3 the ae. has 

| proved fatal to many a general. 

Tze young |, Thy fame of this victory was Joon. Greek 1 all 2442 
—— the many, and ſtruck a terror into thoſe powers, whoſe ambition 

or. avarice might prompt them to deſire a ſhare of the ſpoils of 

5 1 1 our young Lion. Peace and tranquility ſeemed to be now re- 

Parkes * | 8 on a ſolid baſls, and the wo princes had leiſure to ſup- 

N preſs the gangs of banditti, who had long infeſted the high 

por with impunity. In this undertaking they were ſeconded. 

| 222 by the citizens of Lubeck, whoſe inland trade with. Hamburg 

WET, was greatly interrupted by. thoſe lawleſs banditti.. What in- 

creaſed: the evil, was the retreat which thoſe peſts of ſociety 

found in Saxony, Where were ſeveral fortreſſes and caſtles, in. 

which they ſcreened: themſelves from the purſuit of juſtice. 

The Lubeckers, having made many fruitleſs complaints on this 

ſubject to the duke of Saxony, applied, at length, to the princes 

8 bo: Þ Ws Mecklenburg,. who. readily complied with their requeſt. 

275 85 An army being raiſed at their joint expenee, they marched' to 

4 e r ee where the duke then teſided; and demanded; 


77 515 000 Cramzius — Kirkbery, om Mee, Bc, Kiover, Buckbolez.- 
| |  fatisfaQion: 


Giafattion for ihe 108 Wy 3 to er commetec - th duke, 
making an apology for what had paſſed, gave them free per- 
miſhqn- to: act as they ſhould think proper. In conſequence 
hereof, the, princes, together with the Lubeckers, proceeded _ 
in their operations ; and ſuch was the ſucceſs of their endea- 
TY that in a ſhort time the whole gang were diſlodged from 
their dens and 1 and the public roads recovered their 
former ſecurity. By a 3 ſo prudent, and evidently cal- 
culated for the publi C welfare, the princes endeared Wemklere 
to their fubjetts, as well as to all their neighbours, at the fame 
time. that they reſtored peace and tranquility throughout the 
whole extent. of their dominjons *. | 3 
By r the happineſs of the family received a great interruption , 1285. #4 


this year from 1 untimely fate of the princeſs Luitgardis, . — 2 


ads of Henry the Lion. She had been married by her mother 2 
Conſtantia to Primilaus, duke of Gneſna, with the advice ang 
approbation of the duke of Stettin, the father of Conſtantia” 
| Notwithſtanding the great accompliſhments of body and mind, 35 
with which Lyitgardis was endowed, this proved a very unfor- 
tunate. marriage. For after ſhe had lived nine years with the 

duke her huſhand, be began, without the leaſt foundation, to 
ſuſpect her virtue; and. was at laſt hurried away by all = 
tranſports of jealouſy. Amidſt the dreadful perturbations of 
paſſion, by which his ſoul was torn and agitated, he formed a 
_ deſperate reſolution, at once to put an end to his jealous pangs, n 

and the life of her who- gave occaſion to them. Jealouſy, that 

grand counterpoiſe to all the joys of love, is the moſt outrage- 

ous ſort of madneſs ; and when once it gets the aſcendant in a 

mind, the voice of reaſon is no longer liſteged to. Impelled by 
the inſtigation of this fiend, the frantic and barbarous duke 

ordered the princeſs to be ſtrangled; nay, ſome affirm, that 

he committed the horrid action with his own hand. The Prin- : 

.ceſs's innocence was afterwards made manifeſt ; and, if we be- 

lieve the writers of thoſe times, was wane atteſted "oy. mira- 

culous cures performed at her monument +. 
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of a contrary nature, but both of them productive of happineſs 
to Mecklenburg ; the firſt was the death of prince John, ſon of 


= = 


T EY 
Fes. « of 
1 


| ſtorm on his paſlage from Wiſmar to Poel. The ſame fate attend 


tieth year. He was married to Helen, daughter of Witſlaus, prince 
of Rugen, by whom' he had a daughter named Luitgardis, abbeſs 


event, the murder of his couſin Henry Senior, of Mecklen- 
burg Guſtrow, born of Nicholas, the ſecond ſon of Henry 


Nicholas, both of them youths of very ſtrong paſſions, and 


within the bounds of diſcretion. Being now grown up to 


but here I have followed Chemnitz and Buekholtz. 
125 oF Ra nas rc den, Lou, Netlebladh, Bechr. 
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8 * hoke after this unfortugate affair; Henry 8 Fehl bro- 
s prince ee met with an untimely fate, being caſt away in a 


ed his whole retinue, who were all drowned , except John Gube 
his game-keeper: this man's preſervation, was owing to, two 
Engliſh! RN SEAN which being faſtened to his arm by a leather 
thong, ſwam to the oppoſite land, and dragged him ſafe on ſhore. 
This 5 happened to prince John in his four-and-twen- | 


of Rhens. The ſubſequent year was remarkable for two events 


john of Gadebuſch, an event which, in a great meaſure, put 
an end to the turbulent deſigns of that young prince's father. 
Finding himſelf now without iſſue, he thought it no longer 
Worth while to ſacrifice his quiet and eaſe to ambitious purſuits, 
in which he had always been defeated, Þ The next event, but 
af the joyful kind, was the marriage of prince Henry to Bea- 
trix, daughter of Albert, elector of Brandenburg, who brought 
him for dower the principality of Stargard. The nuptials were 
performed in the town, of New Brandenburg. Henry: did not 
take . poſſeſſion. of this principality till 1302, When he was 
obliged. to have recourſe to arms, in order to aſſert his claim . 

HzNRx's, attention was afterwards engaged by a tragical 


Burevinus II. This Henry Senior had two ſons, Henry and 
whom. neither, paternal. « A YORI nor menaces could keep 


manhood, they were determined to be no longer controuled in 
their lawleſs pleaſures, but to get rid of the only obſtacle that. 


* Accbeding to the tables in the beginning of this work, this prince died in 19, 


ſtood 


of „ en 6 1 A. 


ri wei e Up the barberous ard unnsturaf crime of 
patrfcide. With this defign they watched their good father as 
he was returning from the chace, and diſpatched him with their 
own hands, to the end that no third perſon might be witneſs to 
atrocious a deed. They flattered themſelves, either that this 
bloody action would eſcape notice, or be aſcribed to a random 
hot from an arrow. But fo horrid a crime Providence did 
not permit to remain unpuniſhed. A couſin- german of the 
two parrieides, whoſe name was Nicholas, and who was ſon 
of John the Pacific, being convinced in his own mind of the 


reality of their guilt, from a variety of circumſtances, and from 
"the proflipate character of his coutins, reſolved to revenge the 


death of his uncle. With this view he aſſembled a body of troops, 
and being Joined by ſeveral who voluntarily engaged in the ſame 
cauſe, from a deteſtation of ſuch unheard-of barbarity, invaded 
their territories, and poſſeſſed himſelf of Swaen, Lawe, Warne, 
with ſeveral other fortreſſes. The parricides made a very weak 
defence, being but indifferently ſupported by their ſubjects. 

During this conteſt, one of theſe unatunral ſons died, when 
Henry the Lion thought this a favourable opportunity to reco- 
ver part of thoſe territories, which had been diſmembered from 
the elder branch. But juſt at this juncture, a negotiation was 
"ſet on foot at the town of Roſtock, by the mediation of Wiſ- 
laus, prince of Rugen, aad Bugiſlaus, duke of Stetin, whom 
Henry the Parricide (for that ſhalt be the remaining brother's 
name) had perſuaded into a belief of his innocence. After 
much de bate, prince Nicholas refuſed to reſtore any part of 
the territories he had taken, which he ſaid belonged to him as 
next heir, a parricide being unworthy of paternal inheritance. 
The diſpute growing watm, without the leaſt probability of 
coming to any agreement, prince Nicholas retired from thence 
by night, and arrived fafe at Guftrow: Thither he was fol- 
towed by the prince of Rugen, one of the mediators; but 
prince Nicholas, complaining of his partiality, cauſed him to 
de arreſted. Henry the Lion perceiving that Nicholas. aimed 


| 21 IHE whole {ucceffion , reſolved ta. aſſert his claim, and to 
| ; oblige 


Hiſtory of 
his ſons the 
parricides. 
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1 eee by force of arms. This, however, | | 
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was in ſome meaſure a ſubject of uncaſineſs ta him; as in wag- 
rince Nicholas he ſeemed (which was far from 


The two princes. came to an engagement, which proved no 
way deciſive, though Nicholas, had the good fortune to gain 
the honour of 6 day. After the war had been carried on for 
ſome time with various ſucceſs, a treaty was concluded between 
Henry the Lion and prince Nicholas; in purſuance of which 
they divided. the principality of Guſtrow between them. Hen- 
ry the Parricide being ſtripped of his father's eſtate, met with 
the fate he deſerved, of lingering out the remainder of his days 


in poverty and diſtreſs, an object of public ſcorn. Happily he . 


left no offspring to ſuffer, Gough, innocent, for the crimes of 


ſuch a father 


Tuis year died Rodolphus 1. who, 'by means of he etal 
Harden laid the foundation of the Auſtrian grandeur, He was 
the firſt that introduced: the uſe of the German tongue into pub- 
lic inſtruments, which uſed to be drawn up in Latin.- Albert, 


his ſon, Rood candidate. for the imperial crown; but the elec- 
tors, deſirous af having a prince unable to controul them, choſe 


Adolphus, count of Naſſau, at the recommendation of his uncle the 
elector of Mentz, who expected to govern. that young prince, The 
emperor,: not chuſing to depend on his uncle, the angry prelate 
ſet a conſpiracy on foot to dethrone him. Adolphus was de- 
poſed, and the imperial dignity « conferred on Albert of Auſtria, 
the ſon of Rodolphus. The depoſed emperor, however, be- 
ing ſupported by a ſtrong party, aſſembled an army, and a bat- 
tle was fought at Gelheim in 1298, where Adolphus fell by 
the hands of his rival. Upon the death of this prince, Albert 
1 of Auſtria was unanimouſly elected at Frankfort in 1298 +. 
Mu cu about this time the citizens of Lubeck entered into an 


aſſociation with the princes of Mecklenburg, to extirpate the 


gangs of robbers, who, in thoſe times of public mim in- 


Sete Kirchberg, Chemnitz, b ee e. er! 
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feſted the nde and Corhmitted the moſt horrid bmg 
In conſequence of this aſſociation, a detachment of troops was 
ſent againft chem under the command of an officer of Lubeck, 
named Nicholas Lyndowe. This officer being unacquainted 


with the 3 of thoſe banditti, found himſelf obli- 
ged to employ a guide, who was ſo baſe as to betray him to the 


enemy. The banditti having received intelligence of Lyndowe's 


march, lay in ambuſh for him upon the road, and falling upon 
his detachment, put every man to the ſword. The loſs of ſo 


many gallant foldiers ſhould be a leſſon to commanders; to 


act with the utmoſt circumſpection with en to vita in 
marching through an enemy's country “. 

Sodom after this misfortune, happened an vita a very dif- 
ferent nature, which filled the court of Mecklenburg oe the 
greateſt Joy, and ſtruck all Europe with amazement... "This was 
the return 4 of N of ft r from the men- after a wed 


»» Crantzius. 


+ The captivity and relæaſement of Henry of ſeruſalem, are events atteſted ! 
all doubt by hiſtorians of credit ; but the circumſtances vary in different writers. We 


have given the account in the text from Crantzius, as the moſt probable; yet, for the ſake 
of the curious in thoſe matters, we ſhall here add another narrative of the fame tranſ- 
Action, which, as the above-mentioned hiſtorian obſerves, is ſupported by good au- 
thority: maguis authoribus prodita. 

It is ſuppoſed, that when Henry was taken prilbner near Jeruſalem, he concealed 
his rank and condition, leſt the nde through revenge and malice, ſhould murder 


him, or inſiſt upon an exorbitant ranſom, in caſe they ſpared his life. It is alſo likely: 


be changed his name ;- and both thoſe circumſtances, though they might have ſaved 
his life, rendered it more difficult for him to recover his liberty. In this obſcurity he 
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1301, - 
Henry of je- 
ruſalem re- 
turns from 


his Captivity. 


| underwent many vicifſitudes, condemned to hard labour, and often changing maſters, ; 


till, at length, he was ſold to a maſter at Grand Cairo.- All this while his truſty ſer- 


vant Martin Bleyer ſtuck to bim, and, by his frill in weaving cloth of gold, alleviated _ 
his diſtreſſes. Others ſay, they were ſent immediately to Grand Cairo, and there 
were preſented to the ſultan, in whoſe family they performed the moſt ſervile offices. 


In this condition they continued during the reign of two ſultans, when a third fuc-- 


_ ceeded, who was a German Renegado, born at Gadebuſch, a miller's ſon, and who 
had been an engineer under Henry's father in Livonia; this man, after ſerving among 
. the Tartars, roſe, at length, by a ſurprizing ſeries of revolutions; to be at the head of 
the Mamelukes. Dr. Heylin, who gives credit to this ſtory, makes this ſultan's : 
name Araphus, or Euſtrephus, and ſuppoſes him to have been the ſame who took 
Rtolemais in 1291, and drove the Chriſtians quite out of Syria. Franck, a very. 


"us writer, thinks chat this ſtory of the German, ſultan. is not improbable as 
CH Pocock,, 


\ 


140 


1 E nasro 8 * de . 


tivity of er e The hardſhips en ns 


derwent, during a moſt. tedious ſervitude, | were exceeding ſe- 


| vere, and gave him an opportunity of diſplaying ; the utmoſt | 


firmneſs and conſtancy: of mind. In the midſt of Ries mis- 
fortunes, he had a ſingular comfort in being attended by 

a faithful ſervant, named Martin Bleyer, who was taken pri- 
ſoner at the ſame time with his maſter. This truſty domeſtic, 
finding no hopes of recovering his liberty, had learnt to weave 
both gold and ſilver tiſſue, by which he gained a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence, and contributed to the ſupport. of his ſovereign. 
After they had lived in this manner, a number of years, they 
began to be treated with more indulgence, as old captives habi- 
tuated to their chains, and inured to ſervitude. This encou- 


raged, the faithful Martin to propoſe to his maſter a ſcheme 


for making their eſcape ; ; which was accordingly embraced, 
and carried into execution. The money that Martin had faved, 
enabled them to ſupply themſelves with neceſſaries by the way ; 


and. after a variety of adventures, they landed ſafe in lecly. 


Pocock, upon the 3 of che Arabian Wee Abul Pharag relates, that at 
this time the Mamelukes were governed by a ſultan named Al-Malec, At-Manſu, 
or Aabul-Maali, who had been formerly a ſlave, and was purchaſed by his maſter 
Al-Saalenho, or Noi-Moddino, for a thouſand florins: and this might have been the 
ſon of the miller of Gadebuſch. This prince, by circumſtances and enquiry, came 


do diſcover Henxy's rank, and reſtored him to his liberty. Henry ſet fai-from Egypt, 


(ſome by miſtake ſay Ptolemais) but was taken priſoner by corſairs, and brought back 
to the ſultan. The good ſultan received him kindly, loaded him with preſents, and 


ſent him with a ſafe · conduct to Cyprus. There he found bis aunt married to the king 


of chat iſland, by whom he was kindly entertained ; and ſetting ſail from thence, he 


| landed at Marſcilles, -where he met with the kindeſt welcome from his ſiſter, After 


he had made ſome ſtay in that city, he proceeded to Germany, and arriving at 


Henneberg, was treated in a moſt generous manner - by his mother's relations. 


From Henneberg he was attended by the count of that name to Magdeburg, 
where the ſenate gave him an honourable reception. Thence he proceeded with a 
numerous retinue to his own country, but found it difficult at firſt to make himſelf 


known, being ſo greatly changed by length of time, and the hardſhips of his captivity, 
Beſides, impoſtors had already perſonated him in his abſente, but were diſcovered, 
and put to death. However, the deputies, Oertz and Strahlendorf, could not be 


deceived with regard to their old maſter, who had, moreover, ſome marks on his 


. by which he was undoubtedly known to his beloved Anaſtaſia. Crantz. 


Heap 


we ofa van Dn ma 
me had deen ſo altered by years, hardſhips, and che diſguiſe 
of his ares," that; upon his arrival at Rome, he with difficulty 


made himfelf known to Alexander, the ſecretary. of the ſenate 
of Lubeck, Who happened to be. in that city, ſoliciting ſome 


affairs relative to his, rep ublic. Alexander was greatly affected 
at the prince 's weihen, and informed him of the ſtate and 
condition of his wife and. family. He likewiſe conducted him 


in his way home as far as Lubeck, and defrayed the charges of 
his journey.. At Lubeck, the prince was received with the 
greateſt ſolemnity by the ſenate and clergy, in proceſſion, the 
whole country flocking to ſee a prince whom they conſidered as 
riſen from the dead. Having ſtaid a e in Lubeck, 


to refreſh himſelf. after his toilſome journey, he was con- 


ducted in great ceremony to his o-ẽn dominions, where his fa- 
mily waited for him with the utmoſt impatience,” The pleaſure 
hich all orders of people felt at this extraordinary event, may 
more eaſily be conceived. than deſcribed : fame, by this time, 
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had ſpread the tidings of their maſter's return, which made a 


vaſt concourſe. of ſpectators croud to ſee ſo joyful a ſight. His 


children and his e e ruſhed eagerly to his embrace; 


and, fondly kiſſing his knees and hands, implored his bleſſing: 
his wife, his beloved Anaſtaſia, after recovering from her firſt 


ſurprize, which had almoſt overpowered her, flew to his arms, 


ſtrained him to her boſom, and poured out her ſoul to him in | 


a thouſand raptures. The good prince was ſcarce able to ſtand 


ſo moving a ſcene, but hung upon his Anaſtaſia's neck, and 


expreſſed the tender tranſports of his heart by the ſilent elo- 


quence of tears, more ſignificant than the moſt emphatical 


words and powerful oratory . 
As ſoon as Henry had recovered himſelf from. the * gue of 


his long peregrination, he began to inquire into the ; hl of 
public affairs, and was pleaſed to find, that by the proweſs of 


bis on Henry, the glory of the family of Meckleoburg was ſo 


ed by the nan tale of his Wagner ae Who had 


vel. f. , ß been 


greatly exalted. On the other hand, his ſatisfaction was allay- 


Henry of 
Jeruſalem 
undertakes 
an expedi- 


tion a 


the 


ainſt 


bers. 


on the highway were again revived, by a gang 


tobbers, 
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| Weber biedieovhy murdered by her huſband, nn 


related. 


It likewiſe guve him great concern, that the robberies 
of banditti who 
were ſheltered in the vaſtle of Glaſin, * to the family 

of Meſshopeken- For notwithſtanding that his fon Henry had 
greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in endeavouring to extirpate thoſe 
yet his ſucceſs was only a temporary expedient; while 
the neighbouring fates afforded any ſhelter to ſuch miſcreants. 
The neſts were ſometimes taken, but the birds were always 


flown. This was one of the inconveniencies ariſing from the 


The as of 
ERS: 6 Glafin de- 
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feudal law, to divide the Rate into' ſeveral branches, which, 
of each other, "afforded a retreat to fugi tives 


of every kind from the neighbouring principalities. Henry 
being determined to demoliſh this den of thieves, was ſeconded 


in the defign by Albert, marquis of Brandenburg, whoſe dangh- 


ter was married to his fon, Henry the Lion. The two princes 


ned in conjunction, and laid ſiege to Glaſin, which, after an 


obſtinate reſiſtance, was taken, and razed to the ground . 
Arrrx chis ſucces, Henry of Jeruſalem thought proper to 
employ his troops on another IN, before he put them 
into winter quarters. The city of Wiſmar had raiſcd itſelf ſo 
fuddenly by its induſtry and commerce, as to vie with-moſt of 
the potent citics on the Baltic. Elated with this proſperity, the 
inhabitants, forgetting the duty they owed to their ſovercign and 
benefactor, would fain throw off all ſubjection, and erect them- 
ſelves into an independent republic. Being refolved to eſtabliſh 
their new commonwealth on the ruins of Mecklenburg, they had 
lately demoliſhed the taftle, which was all that remained of that 
ancient city. Henry having inveſted the, town of Wiſmar, the 
inhabitants were obliged to ſubmit, and to return to their an- 
cient allegiance,” A treaty, however, was figned, by which 
they bound themſelves on the one hand to rebuild the caftle ; 
and on the other, Henry granted them the privilege of being 
| governed by te" laws of Lubeck. with e immunities. 


* Crantzius, 
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| This affeäv being ſettled, He prince of Mecklenburg difniſicd 
His tops and returned to hie winter reſidence . 


bert masquis of Brandenburg, and Nicholas Puer, prince of 
Roſftock-! Albert was offended that Nicholas had refuſed to 
<ſpoaſe hiv daughter, after a promiſe of marriage, and had taken 
* his bed che daughter of Bugiſlaus IV. prince of Wolgaſt. This 
diſpute ſhews how greatly the ä — altered in that 
e rode a few centuries. In former times, a marquis of 
Brandenburg adviſed the duke of Saxony not to marry his daugh- 
ter to a prinoe of the Venedi, whom he ſtigmatized with an 
opptebrious epithet 3 and now 4 deſcendant. of that prince has 
fuch a contempt for the marquis of Brandenburg, as to refuſe 


eſpouſing his daughter. The marquis's indignation roſe to fo 


high a pitch, that he had recourſe. to arms, in order to obtain 


ſatisfaction. Nicholas, not thinking himſelf able to-contend 
with ſo powerful an enemy, had recourſe to Eric VIII. king of 


of that to get footing on the coaſt of the Baltic, 


which had formerly paid homage. to the crown of Denmark. A 


put to ſea with a number of Da- 


fleet was therefore ordered to 
niſh troops, "who landed at Roſtock, and marched directly 


againſt the enemy. After ſome ſkirmiſhes with the Branden- 


burghers, a negotiation was ſet on foot, which concluded in a 
treaty of peace, greatly to the prejudice of Nicholas. For it is 
true, that Albert of Brandenburg was obliged to withdraw his 


Dos this tranſaction, a warm: conteſt. aroſe. betwite. Al- 


tween Albert 
2 Branden- 

and 
Ni las 
Puer. 


Denmark, and put himfelf under his protection. Eric was glad 


Nicholas be- 
comes a vale 
ſal to Den- 
mark. 


forces; but Nicholas, on the other hand, became à vaſſal to a 


powerful ſovereign. Such was the conſequence of calling in a 
foreign power to his aid, when he might have obtained ſuffi- 
cient ſuccours from the princes of his owp family. But he was 
deſervedly ſurname the Boys ory ou - his Four: ſavour- 
ing of puerility 

Tarts ſame year Henry ll tired of wortdty e reſigned 
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irenainder! of his days in peace: 


Ing. to the diſpoſition of his rer s will, and to the t Joy of 
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an ihe arme of be below bd 
Anaſtaſia; and he died not long after in an advanced age, in 1308. 
We have already given an aceount of his wife and children. 
The Hiſtory of this prince has ſo. much of the marvęllous in it, 
that many have looked upon it as fabulous; yet, cepting a few 
circumſtanoes, it is ſupported by the moſt undoubted authority. 
A detail of his Actions is the beſt panegyrie that can be beſtowed 
pon hin as they ſhew y him to have encountered every danger, and 
to have foregone every pleaſure, for the diſcharge of what, in 
thoſe. days; was conſidered as a very high act of religion. Ia 
ſhort, his piety was ſincere and unaffected, his courage un- 
daunted, his charity extenſive, his integrity unblemiſhed. He 
died lamented by his family and by his un ewe et conſidered 
him as their common father. 1 AR e ee 
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Henry the Lion zee bis father in 1 302.  Engages wb the 

Lig of Denmark in 1508, in the expedition to Sweden. Parti- 
cular of that expedition. The affairs of Sweden continued. - 2 
- Tragialbifory ofthe u odd bauen, | Ae ee 
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ee 400 . given ſuch carly-proofs of 
his courage, and other ſhining qualities, was likely to re- 
viee-the:lafre of the royal race of the Venedi. One of the fitſt 
5 Reps of his mien Was, a treaty of confraternity, 
_ concluded; with his coufin Nicholas VI. of Werle (or ſuc- 
ceſſion) by which he ſecured the reverſion of that principa- 
ty, in failure of iſſue male in the line of Werle, to the: elder 
branch of Mecklenburg. By virtue of that treaty, the lords of 


. 
- 
— * 
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r302. 
AR of con- 
fraternity 
with the 
princes of 
Werle. 


Werle were alſo intitled to a kind of homage from Henry's ſubjects. | 


Tuær affair had been ſcarce ſettled, when Henry's attention 
was engaged by another tranſaction of equal importance; this 
was the dowry of his wife Beatrix, daughter of Albert, mar- 
grave of Brandenburg, with whom he was to have the princi- 
pality of Stargard. It ſeems that Henry had always con- 


ſidered this territory as of right belonging to his family, 


his anceſtors having been diſpoſſeſſed thereof by Albert 
the Bear. If tlüs country had been conſidered merely as 
| a dower, it ought to have fallen to Matilda, his only child by 


i Beatrix of Brandenburg, who. was. married to .Otho, duk 2 


of .Luneburg;; but this did not take place, and Henry kept 
it for himſelf and the male iſſue of his family. However, 
he did not get into poſſeſſion of it till 1302, and after the death 

of his father-in-law. The other margraves or princes of the 
houſe of Brandenburg were ſo greatly diflatisfied with this mea- 
ſure, that A war enſued between them and Henry, in which the 


latter had the advantage. I do not find the particulars of this 
war, yet it appears, that a peace was concluded the next year; and 


the matgraves gave up their right and pretenſions to the principali- 
ty of Stargard to Henry the Lion for five thouſand marks of ſilver. 
Tux year following, Henry s conduct in the Bohemian war, 
confirmed the high opinion the public, had entertained of his 
valour, by which he had already acquired the ſurname of Lion. 
The occaſion of this expedition Was as follows : Wenceſlaus IV, 
king of Bohemia, happening to die in 1 305, was ſucceeded by 
his ſon Wenceſlaus the Vounger. This prince ſo alienated 4s 
affections of his e by the ONT, of his conduct, 
. ] | "that 


. % 


L304. | 3 


,  Rudolphus, in virtue of a family compact. 
Brandenburg 
Joined by the prince of Mecklenburg, with whom he had lately 


no ſuch -oceafion to be afraid of being taken 


cd 


marriage 
Saxony, of the houſe of Anhalt. His firſt wife, Beatrix of 
Brandenburg, died the preceding year, 1306, and he had only 
one daughter by her, named Matilda. He was therefore eaſily 


* IS To nr — 
hat he was aſſaſſinated by his own ſubjects. A be diba 


uithout iſſue, the ſtates of Bohemia conferred the crown 
| on Henry, duke of Carinthia, who had married theeldeſt ſiſter 


of the late king. But the emperor, Albert of Auftria, | raiſed a 
ſtrong army, in order to place the eroum on the head of his ſon 
The margrave of 
taking the ſide of the Bohemians in this war, was 


concluded a treaty of alliance. With regard to the particulars 


of this campaign we are much in the dark 3 only we are inform- 
add, that on a certain occaſion, the alarm being ſpread in the 
army of the allies that the emperor was approaching; the con- 


federate princes all fled, except Henry the Lion, who intre· 
pidly waited the attack, and diſdained to turn his back to 


the enemy. His unconcernedneſs on this occaſion, is attri- 


buted by ſome to his 


being an independent prince, who had 


priſoner hy the 
emperor's troops, as the margrave and other princes of the al- 
lied army, who had yielded homage to Albert, as head of the 
empire. However, Henry of Carinthia being overpower- 
by Albert, was obliged to make way for Rudolphus, 


the emperor's ſon, who eſpouſed queen Elizabeth, the widow of 


| Weneeſlaus: But Rudolphus dying the fame year, Henry of 
e mx ary of the orbwn of Bohemia “s. 


Nor long after the Bohemian expedition, Henrys agb 
were diverted a While from martial affairs, by a propoſal of 
with the princeſs Anne, ſiſter of Rudolph, duke of 


perſuaded to eſpouſe a ſecond wife, in hopes of continuing — 
elder branch of the family. The accompliſhments-of the Sax- 


on princeſs prompted him to Tolicit an alliance with that illuſ- 


trious houſe ; and the conſent of all parties being readily obtain- 
ed, cee of marriage was concluded. To increaſe the * 
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0 * Crantzius, Rirchberg, Chemnitz, Beek Buckhotz, Pieltel, 1 
| | lemnity, | 


* 2 city of great trade and opulence; and the moſt 
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levoity; Henry propoſed celebrating che nuptials in Wifmat, 
of all 
he received on tlie frontiers of 


bis domiviens. The princeſs 


married couple fot out for Wiſmar. But how g hisſurprize 
t find the gates barricaded, and admittance refuſed both to him 
and his retinyue. Such an-indignity from his own ſubjects could 
not but route our Lion, who eonſidered it as an act of rebellion, 
- tendingto damp the diverſions of his happy nuptials. He had 
had already ſome quarrels with this town ; and his father, as 
we have already mentioned, had chaftiſed it for its inſolence foon 
after his-retura from Jeruſalem. Henry the Lion was diſpleafed 
with the many privileges it had obtained, in virtue of which the 
inhabitants pretended, the prince's caſtle or ordinary refidence 
ſhould be built without the walls of the city. Indeed moſt of the 
maritime towns on the Baltic, as well as Wiſmar, had been fa- 
youred by their princes-with various privileges and immunities, 
tending chiefly to the ſecurity and increaſe of their com- 
merce. Theſes towns, entering into the Anſeatic alliance, 
had increaſed their power and intereſt to ſuch a degree, as to 
affect a ſtate of independence. But to return to the preſent 
caſe: the inhabitants of Wiſmar had no other reaſon for ſhut- 
ting their gates againſt their ſovereign, than that they were 
apprehenfive. leſt ſo numerous a retinue ſhould endanger 
their liberties, Henry, not ſatisfied with this excuſe, was 
Preparing to lay ſiege to the city, when the affair for that 
time was compromiſed; the inhabitants pyrchaſed the old caſtle 
out of the town, and aſſigned a ſpot within the walls for build- 
ing a new palace, and the prince was to haue free ingreſs and 
egreſs for himſelf and his retinue. But this agreement, as we 
hal hereafter ſee; was of no long continuance.  _ 8 
Tuis fame year was Henry involved, 26am en iy, in a 
war. with the city of Lubeck, occaſioned by the civil diſturb- 
_ ances between Gerard, count of Holſtein, r. the nobility of 
chat province. The latter were defeated in a pitched battle, 
and their leader, named Pelos, was taken priſoner, and put to 


* 
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Saxony; and from thence, attended by a/grand fetinu&the now one 


burg. on condition that the count ſhould continue in 
of the new fort the ſpace of four years, after which the property 


4; 2 „ 
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dn he fugitive nhobles having een wetter- 7 _ 
the count reſolved to turm his arme againſt that city, in order 
to obtain ſatisfaction for this public affront. As the over- 
grown power of the Hanſe touns gave umbrage in general t al! 
the northern monarchs, ſo that of Lubeck, eſpecially;':was 4 
chorn in the fide of the neighbouring! princes. Henee uroſe 
ſach frequent quarrels and wars, which were not; however; of 
long continuance, as they only proved deſtructivs to the belli- 
gerant parties, which ſtood in need of each others aſſiſtance. 
The count being ſenſible that the moſt effectual method | 
to puniſh a+ trading town, was to interrupt its commerce, 
began with building a fort ae e commanded” the na- 
vigation of the river Trave. The magiſtrates of Lubeck 
had recourſe to Eric, king of Denmark, and to the duke 
of Saxony, imploring their aſſiſtance ; and at the ' ſame time 
made all the preparations in their power for a | vigorous | 
defence. Count Gerard, on the other hand, applied to Henry 
the Lion, and to the reſt of his allies, from 'whom he received 
a conſiderable reinforcement. ' The Daniſh ſuceours were com- 
manded by Waldemar, duke of Sleſwick; who! joined the _— 
beckers. Count Gerard encamped near the river 'Suatlow,”/ 
ſtation that enabled him to annoy the eity, and to ſupport the 
garriſon of the fort he had erected at the mouth of the river. 
But before any deciſive action on either file enſued, the diſpute 
was compromiſed by the mediation of the prinos of Mecklen- 


poſſeſſion 


thereof ſhould be ſubmitted to the emperor's deciſion. In con- 


ö ſequence of this treaty, the count and the nobility of Holſtein 


; conjunction with the king of Denmark; and that, on paſſing En- 


were reconciled; and it was. agreed, that all future differences 
ſhould be referred to the determination of Henry the Lion; in 


_ tence, ri ſhould be . u by. the Nr ag A; Hol- 
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Ta: treaty not. only. reflected great honour on 1 prince of 
4 e ee but produced a connection of the greateſt inti- 
mach betwern him 15 Eric, king of Denmark, which engaged 
© the former ſoon after to accompany: the latter in his expedition 
10 Sweden... The intent of this expedition, on Eric's ſide, was 
to. reſtore his brother-in-law Birger II. to the throne, from 
which he had been caſt by his rebellious brothers. Henry's 
view. was to improve the reputation he had already acquired by 


arms, and to. lead his gallant troops to farther atchievements. 


But as the civil war which broke out at this time in Sweden, 
was productive of conſequences in which the princes of Meck- 
lenburg were particularly concerned, and by which they made 
à confiderable figure in the hiſtory of that nation, we ſhall ex- 


dom up to their very ſource. 
4 In the year 1290. died Magnus Ladiſlas, king of Sweden, one 
of the greateſt princes that had ever wielded 45 ſceptre. He 
left three ſons, Birger, the ſecond of that name, Eric, and 
Waldemar. Birger the eldeſt, who ſucceeded him, being but 
eleyen years old; he had appointed Torckel Cnutſon, the great 
- marſhal of the crown, for his governor. The minority laſted 
thirteen. years, during which the marſhal Cnutzon, admini- 
ſtered the realm with glory . and reputation. As ſoon as the 
king was out of his minority, viz. in 1292, he eſpouſed Me- 


of Eric the VIII. In 1298, he declared his ſon Magnus, then 
only three years old, his ſucceſſor to the crown; a declaration 
confirmed in 1303 by the chief nobility of the kingdom, and 


mar. Their father Magnus, though i in other reſpeQs a very 


with ſeparate governments, independent of the elder brother. 
This was the fame miſtake as that committed by Waldemar, 
king of Denmark, and produced the ſame fatal conſequences. 


has no 4, to e, or ties of ef Eric mar- 
Vor. 3 


. 


retta, the daughter of Erie VII. king of Denmark, and ſiſter 


particularly by his two brothers, the dukes Eric and Walde 


wiſe prince, had acted imprudently by inveſting thoſe princes 


For the luſt of power is the ſame in all ages and countries, and 


Hee? the 
Lion under- 
takes an ex- 


dealer . 


plain this affair at large, and trace the diviſions of chat king- | 


Troubles in 
Sweden. 
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. ke dutgkter n king of Nori 

r Fa his brother 7 e e 

mira Cnutf6n: The King ant Mis brothers Lil wet Iong agree; 

aue latter complained of his enevene eng on their priviteges; — 

not ſuffering them to He umoleſted in their teſpectiwe govern- 

ments. The people ſeemed to pay attention to thoſe complaints, 

and e xpreffed. a general diffatisfachion ut" barn "nioufures f the 

5 court, Which were ſubverſive of Uiberry; Ae Sat 
| Government "Spy yex, at chat time, Was au ele ive nonjethy4*rhwoyh 

ASL o/c ” the gear rations of the ate Tovereign Were'uſlialy taifedto'the 

1 throne; et the fubceſfich was always erfjed' by choice; andthe 

-. HM _—_-_. chims of birthright were ſometimes ſuperſeded. "Hence the 

1 - Swedes, upon occaßon, "afſerted che privilege ef e 

Kings, eter encroachied upon theliberties af the pe 

Ph The king cbuld neither make war hor peace, raiſe money na 

ſoldiers, erect new forts, einploy foreign officers, or introtuce 

foreign troops, without the conſent of che ſenate, or the eſtates 

of the kingdom. The ſenate was uſually co '6f twelve 

lords, who were the principal officers of Rate, and" conftatitly 

attended the King at Stockholm. * Their dignit) was not here 
ditary, but they were nominatel by the ſovereign 3 "yet the 
ſupreme power and majeſty of id Rate wete properly 16dged 
in that body. "The King's revenue was*educed to Tone Incon- 
ſiderable demeſnes near Upfal, and a poll-tax on the peaſants 3 
the remainder of it had been uſurped at different'times by the 
clergy andnvbility. The clergy were poffefled of immenſe riches, 

in conſeguence of which they behaved with great arte Fand 
lometimes affeAted an independency on the crown,” Both they 

and the nobility had fortified caſtles, and a numerous train of 
vallats, who paid an implicit obedience to fheir commands. 
But forme of the peafants Held immediately of "the crown, 
„ ſent deputies to the diets, and were ſtrenustis ufferters of their 
>, {Uberties. The ſtate was frequently involved in afl the confu- 

Fon of evil deer, by the elafhing of the varivos brtlefs of which 

: it was compoſed.” The generality of the Swediſh Kings aiming 
* e r eee. 
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CCC ²˙ AFP th ſcoms. ahoſs:.tyro) princes had. intelli- fer con 


in their power to make ſome: fort off return to acts of fidelity. 


mn fo. proyoked-thereas, as to 


2 nee A Gs 55 
the Iarties an privileges of the nation 1 non s DIVE an 115 
mee 4arbiteary; conduct of king Birger created a general Ty: Swedes 


geade/of:tho:king's defign=- of ſeauring their perſons, When they _w. 


 thioughit-propent to-withdnaw Denmark, and from, thence to 


Norway, Where they foligited:the aſſiſtance of king Haquin, to 
reeayentheineRates,. which. had. been ſeized, by their unnatural. 
brothers Haquin, till be. could, more effectually contribute to 


heir relief, gave them poſſeſſion of,, two. frontier. towns, from 


whence: they made meurfions, into caſtern Gothland, where 


they diſpenſed the Swediſh troops that were ſent to oppoſe 


then. The: king hearing df this diſaſter, marched in perſon 
into thay. province;.,and found his brothers at the head of ſome 
trooen With which they had, been. ſupplied hy the king, of 
Norwax. The two armies were juſt ready. tu engage, when an 
accommodation; was effected by means: of certain ſenators; the 
king received. Ris brothers into favour, and: reſtored them. to 
theis eſtates. This agreement coſt Torckel Cnutſon his life. 


The three brothers, aſhamed. of their diviſions, laid the whole 


blame thereof upon the venerable old man, Who, though inno- 

cent of the qharge, was. beheaded: on a public: ſcaffold. Such 303. 
was the reward thoſe unnatural brothers gave their aged governor 

ſor all his faithful ſervices;. But ingratitude is ſurely: the moſt 
unpardenable of allyices: in princes,. fince they have it always 


Yet the bibo of this aged nobleman did not cæment the friend- 
ſhip: of the three hrothers; on the contrary, their j was 


: ann mflametdi.. Birger wanted do make his. brothers abſo- Birger de- 


utely, dependent on his will; and they, on the other hand, . 
attempt the dethroning of their 
ſovereign... They ſucceeded in their undertaking : having the good 
fortune; to ſurpriae the king and queen in the palace of Hatuna, 


. compelledhim to abdicate mee en of nn. 
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Eric, king 


of Denmark, 
reſtores him 
to the crown. 


| Thb two armes Ener pod within ghd f ee Ster (ttm 
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| Dhetking win kopt'a cloſe-prifoner,}bur orierofi/his:domedice. 
- eſcaped to Denmark With the young prince Manns tin elle | 


mm t not 33G WS UB e HEARS; Felt bs 
ute, king of Denmark, being greatly ooncernei at the | 
misfortune that had befallen his ſiſter and his brother- in- 
law, the king of Sweden; raiſed an army; to replace them on 
the throne: He martched to the frontiers of Weſt Gothland, : 
where he was met by duke Eric! and his hrother Waldemar. 


days; and, at length, à truce was ſettled for one year by king 
Eric and the Swediſh\princes, during which time they wert to 
treat of ſetting the king at liberty ©) But this was only an arti- 
fice on the part of the princes, who, knowing the king of 
Denmark's eaſy diſpoſition,” wanted only a pretext to prevent 
him from entering upon action. Erie, finding himſelf diſap- 
pointed in his expectations, undertook a ſecond expedition, 
which, for want uf vigour and reſolution on his fide, met with 
the ſame ill ſucoeſt as the: firſt ;1 for he ſuffered himſelf to be 
amuſed by a negotiation. This proviag ineffectual, ihe 
marched the next year into Weſt Gothland with a nume 


rous army, and laid waſte the Whole country with fire and 


ſword: The Swediſh; princes drew out their forces to meet 


him; and the two armies were ready to engage, when * 
interpoſition of ſome of the principal lords of both nations, a 


_  ceffation of arms was agreed to, and the preliminaries to a 


peace adjuſted. Theſe were, that the king and queen, together 
with their children, ſhould be ſet at liberty; and that the dif- 
ference between the king and his brothers. ſhould, be, ſettled 
in an amicable manner, within a year and a half, by the ſtates 
of the kingdom. Accordingly, the ſtates aſſembled at Arboga, 
bare they came to à reſolution, that king Birger! upon for- 
ing his brothers, and accepting of ſuch a part of his domi- 


nions as: ſbould be aſſigned to him, ſhould be ſet at liberty. 


This Was 


actually executed; the king was releaſed. from his 


confinement, and the ſenate, with the two princes, | renewed 
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een Kits Uberty, was ware 
Fever of thoſe: provitices)"of \hich"he had been 

1 Mt "the Hates at Arbega. With this view he made a 
tdur to Wet Got EMudp und fm thehöe went over to Den- 
marke Vide hie brother in-. King Erie. This prince re- 
ceived/ him With great affection and »promiſed+to/affift him 
Cecil An fepoſfeſfing hümſelf of his dominions- With 
er aaltened, niger in returned to Sweden where he was 
to find, that: a difference had la 
quin/ king of Norway, and duke Eric 
reſtitution of the caſtles, Kongel and Warberg, of which the 
latter kept forcible poſſeſſion, though they had been only com- 
mitted to him in truſt, at the time of his exile in Norway. 
The king of Denmark availed himſelf of this opportunity, to 
prevail witch king Haquin to break off all correſpondence with 
duke Eric, and to 


promiſed to duke Eric. This was not difficult to effect, as 
Haquin was greatly provoked at duke Erie's 1 _ as 
.* think him unworthy of his alliance. 

Tur king of Denmark having concluded a convention with 
 Haquin: reſolved now to exert his utmoſt power towards re- 


30 


ſtoring his brother=in-law-to all his dominions. 


Mecklenburg, of whoſe military abilities: he had conceived 
dhe higheſt opinion. Henry ſupplied him chiefly with a 
body of German horſe under his'own command, and was joined 
by forme other princes, who readily engagtd in the fame expe- 
dition. The whole army amounted to ſixty thouſand men, 
commanded by the king in perſon, with the chief nobility of 
the kingdom. Birger joined king Eric with a body of Swediſh 
troops, not in the leaſt doubting but ſo formidable an army, 
under ſuch expert commanders, would ſoon be able to drive 
the two dukes out of Sweden. Thus did ambition diveſt thoſe 
brothers of all neturabiafaon; and give riſe to the intraduc- 
N Ae 1 to their ö As ſoon as 
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Sweden, about the ET 


marry his daughter, the princeſs. Ingeburga, 
to prince Magnus, the ſon of king Birger, though ſhe had been 
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King Birger 


endeavours 
to recover his - 
loſt power. 


: 


_ 
Henry the 
Lion acts as | 


\For- dis ater 
purpoſe he alfo ſigned a ſubſidiary treaty with Henry, prince of 


the king of 
Denmar 


Ill conduct of 


the kin 


of 


Denmark. 


had garriſoned; chat town, - they: pehetrated-theough the woods, 
as far as Baſt Gothland. The Sweduth princes were-obliged to 


Kongel, and made himſelf maſter of that important poſt. 80 


1 W# O R — 
_ _ king Fric entered Weſt Gothland, the two duke collected 
Alen advanced towards Halewehd g but nett think- 
ing themſelves able to vanture a battle, they confined; their 
operations. to diſtreſing the royal armies, and! enting off their 


their forces. and 


convoys. and ſorage. The two, kings, however; laid fiegs' to 
Jenekoping, which was obliged to ſurrender ; and, after they 


quit the feld; duke Erid retired: to Calmar, and Waldemar, 
his brother, e e vamgks in ae to covey che provinces 
Upland 2050 1 | 
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many loſſes, added: to the mighty power of the confederate 
kings, ſeemed to portend 132 the two dukes, when 
the obſtinacy of the-king of Denmark, in carrying on the ſiege 

of a little ton, contributed; to their preſervation- Fhus does 
fortune, or rather providence; very often: Baffle' the: projects of 


the great, 8 mn too a eech ag N e 


portant effects. N 
Nix OH 18 » aalen f Sinead, k * 1 of the 


kingdom of Sweden, fituated near the Baltic. The two kings 
at down before this town, determined to make * themfelves = 

m.maaſters of it before they proceeded” farther with: their army. 
. The; town was defended by a ſtrong garniſon, which made a. 


vigorous refiutance; This only increaſed king Eric's: ardour to 
ſurmount the- difficulty of the attempt, and to make himſelf 


maſter of the place at all events. The Daniſh nobility repre- 
ſented ta him tho: illi conſequence. af 


an inſignificant? town, when the troops, which were now 


oling ſo muck time about 


almoſt di ſheartened, might. be employed elſewhere to greater 


advantage The ſeaſom being far alvanced, they ſolicited him 
to tetite before te froſt ſet in, which would 


endunger the Toſs: 
of his WhO army. Fhey farther obferved, that fince he was. 
not able to take: a plate of ſ little ſtrength as Nikopping, there 


een wat the leaſt. probahility of 636 himſelf 


maſter 


Ser-; kd eule alen command- 
ed jin(prrfon;;they added,” that there was à great of 
proviſions and fornge, fine the eountry had been (ravaged; and 
that of conſequence, if the troops were to ſeparate, they would 
run the rifk of being ent off by due enemy; ant if they kept 
together in a body, they would inevitably periſh with hanger. 

By r neither thefe nor any othor arguments hat might have 
been offered, could in the leaſt affect che king ef 'Donmark. 

Achamed of being baffled by a lirtle town, he 


in his 
reſclution of ſur mounting every difheulty chat could poſſibiy 
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The ſiege of 
W ee 
raiſed. 


obſtrutt the reduction of the place. hut the Daniſh nobility, 


leſs ſteady than their monarch, took a ſtep which reflected 
great Uiſhonour on that body, and for which they will be de- 
besten by poſterity. Finding the king inflexible, they reſolved 
to leave him to his fate, to conduct che ſiege by himſelf as 
well as he could; bit for their part they ſaid they would re- 
turn to Denmark. The — of almoſt all the gentry and 
nobility who had accompanied this prince, muſt have been a 
terrible mortification to him, andthews the independence of the 
great lords in thoſe days, as well as the want of ſtrict diſcipline, 
which muſt ever be the cafe in feudal governments. In chis 
ſituation of diſtreſs, deſertell by his ſubjects and his friends, the 
king's perſon would have bren in the utmoſt danger, had not he 


been generouſiy ſupported by Henry the Lion. This gallant 


prince, diſdaining to follow the daſtardly example-of the Da- 
niſh nobles, ſtuck cloſe to the deſerted N with the 
German cavalry, and thewed himſelf in this critical juncture, 
deſerving of that confidence An the king had * in his 
{kill and fidelity “. 


Ix the mean time, . Erie had reteken Jenchoping,. and 


came and encamped not far from Axetwald in Weſt Gothland, 
where he was inhopes, eicher of defeating or haraſſing the king 
| of Denmark in his retreat. He was ſenſible that this: Prince 
could not winter in Sweden; or that if he attempted it, he 
would find it difficult to nn. on his mou! FRO with * 


— 


Gallant be- 
haviour of 
the cavalry 
under Henry 
the Lion. 


Peace con- 
cluded be- 
on bog 
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Upon the approach, of the Daniſh nohility, the. duke drew off 
dais army. and ſuffered them ta paſs unmoleſted through. Sma- 
uud, in cheir way to Denmark... When the. king was, obliged, 
RD | at length, by the ſeverity, of the weather, to take the ſame rout, 
we Oe FUR duke Etic came up with him on the frontiers of Weſt Gothland, 
| and inſtead of fighting, from which he was deterred. by. the gal- 
lant appearance of the German cavalry under Henry the Lion, 
he propoſed a conference with the king of Denmark. That 
monarch accepted of the propoſal; and, in conſequence thereof, 
another interview. was. appointed at Helſingburg, at which the 
three brothers, the king of Denmark, and Henry the Lion, 
aſſiſted. The two dukes. expreſſed a ſincere deſire of being re- 
conciled to king Birger, and putting an end to all hoſtilities: 
They begged. that king Eric would perſuade, their brother to 
entertain pacific ſentiments, and to. conſent to live in peace, 
3 | fince experience might convince him of the: impoſſibility of ſuc- 
* ceeding by violent meaſures. Theſe conſiderations had, their due 
effect, a reconciliation enſued, and the treaty of Arboga, con- 
cluded two years before, was renewed; whereby duke Eric 
was to have for his ſhare, the provinces of Weſt Gothland, 
| 8 HY Dalecarlia, Halland, and Warmland ; duke Waldemar wag. to 
keep poſſeſſion of the province of Upland, with the iſle, of 
Oeland, and part of Finland; and Birger Was to have the re- 
mainder of the kingdom. But the dukes were to do homage 
- to the king their brother; and to hold their governments as 
fiefs of the crown. Thus ended a civil war, which had been 
| Ekindled by the ambition of three unnatural brothers, contend- 
8 ing for empire, and had been productive of ruin and deſolation 
to the kingdom of Sweden. The treaty being ſigned, king 
Eric returned to Denmark, attended by Henry the Lion, to 
whom he was indebted- for his hos Se. Henry having 
made ſome ſhort ſtay, to refreſh himſelf, in Denmark, 1 
home his troops, with more honour than advantage to his fa- 
mily and nen n A e ROS. ANG hazardous ex- 
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_ tht treaty of Helfingburg. The dukes were ſoon after reconciled 


the great repugnance 


to Haguin, king of Norway, whoſe daughtet Erie obtained in 


marriage, notwithſtanding the promiſe her father had made, 


of beſtowing that princeſs on Magnus, the ſon of king Birger. 
Duke Waldemar alſo eſpouſed the niece of king Haquin, and 


both prihceſſes bore the name of Ingeburga. The three bro- 
thers now kept ſeparate courts, and vied with each other in 
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Seeming re- 
conciliation 


between the 1% 


brothers, 


1310. 


ſplendor: and magnificence. To maintain this pageantry, they 5 


were obliged to load the people with heavy taxes, which occa- 
foned ſome diſturbances in the country: Theſe were, how- 


ever, ſyon appeaſed ; and the princes altering their conduct, and 
ſhewing more regard to the neceſſities of the poor, a tranquility 


Verse. Which laſted/ ſome years. The dukes had now all 

the reaſon in the world to imagine, that their brother's 
indignation had perieQly- ſublided ; and that time, which 
brings all things to bear, muſt ſurely have produced a ſincere 
reconciliation. But, in order to ſound the king's diſpoſition, 


Nikopping, which was in his way from Calmar to Stockholm. 
The king received him in a moſt kind and obliging manner; 
and, at parting, begged he would bring his brother Eric with 


him as lie returned, to the end that . might have a friendly 


meeting, and baniſh all ſuſpicions and diſtruſts, Which had ſo 
long cauſed bad blood in the family. But theſe ſpecious decla- 


ſentment in his heart, was bent upon revenge, and thirſted 
after the blood of his unfortunate brothers. © 


Bx theſe fine ſpeeches-Birger impoſed upon — who, 


| judging of the king's fincerity by his own, perſuaded: his, bro- 


ther Eric to EY him to Nikopping, notwithſtanding 
e had to the journey. As ſoon as the 
two brothers alighted at the palace, the king came out to em- 


brace them with all ſeeming tenderneſs, and gave ſuch teſtimo- 
nies of ſatisfaction, that nobody entertained the leaſt doubt of 
his ſincerity. The eine was concluded with public rejoic- 


Vol. II. FT 


ings, 


rations were mere artiſiee; the king harboured . and re- 


1317. 5 


duke Waldemar thought proper to pay a viſit to his majeſty at 


Birger 1 im- 
priſons his 
two brothers 


by treachery. 


valet de chambres, and were conducted to theit af 
in the dead of the night, hen they were faſt a 
burſt open 
_ feized in bed. Duke Erie attempted to put himſelf into a 


T H D H % # 6 K * Bobk Hf. 
inge, uncl a magnificent entertainment, atwhich tlie dukes indůg- 
ed thiemſelves in drinking freely of generous wines. When it was 
time to retire, their retinue Was Tent" to the neighbouring inhe, 
under pretence that there Was u pofſibility of 'aceommediting 
them in the palace: The p remained with their pages and 

umentt. But, 
their chamber- door, and ordered them both to be 


poſture of defence, but was ſvort overpowered; and received fe- 


* 
3 


ed with irons, and conſined to à ſtro 


2 utmoſt 


ſooner was he depar 


veral wounds. Birger was preſent at this ſcene of violence, 


and aſked them, with an infulting ſneer, whether they remem- 


bered the trick they had played him at Hatuna. He added 
further, that he wc te ſerve them much in the ſame manner. 
Upon which he ordered them to be ſtripped half-naked, load- 


ong tower. All their do- 
meſtics, who lodged in rem, were ede impriſoned or- 
inhumanly maſſacred. . 

AFTER fo baſe an ton," the mR hurried away, with the 
expedition to Stockholm, in hopes of ſurprizing that 
city ; but the inhabitants had timely * of the barbarity 
with which he had treated his brothers. As ſoon as he appear 
ed before the gates, the burghers and the garriſon ſallied out, 
and falling upon him and his retinue, put them to flight, and 
purſued them as far as Nikopping. ' The king, perceiving that 
they intended to beſiege that town, retired to Steckeburg; but 
took care, before his departure, to cauſe the gates of the tower. 
Where his brothers were impriſoned, to be ſtrongly barricaded, 
and then threw the keys into the river, forbidding any one, 
upon pain of death, to open the priſon till he returned. No 
ted, than the of Stockholm, 
frengthened by troops from other parts, came and inveſted. 


; - Ta i 11 * 1 : * 


Nikopping; but the dukes were no more; the king had or- 
dered them to be ſtarved to death. Their bodies were expoſed 


before the tower, to the end that the people might ceaſe to eſ- 


Pour their Wilts: This ne Was Rotor 


effect; 
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tural a crime, and broke out into a general revolt. To quell 


who was then in Denmark, from whence he brought over to 
his affiſtance/z body of Daniſh horſe, which was given him by 


his uncle king Eric. With this reinforcement he made ſome 


ſtand, till, at length, he was over-powered by numbers, part 
of his troops being ſurprized at Sunderkoping, . and the Daniſh 
cavalry obliged to retire from Nikopping. Thus, deſtitute of 
reſource,, he abandoned himſelf to his ill fate, and fled to the 


ile of Gothlaad; but left his ſon pore. Cle to. command che 
caſtle of Steckeburg. - 
Tus Swedes intenidiately re che rade and took it by 
famine: the gartiſon were made priſoners of war, and prince 
Magnus was canfined to the caſtle of Stockholm. The ſenate 
aflembled in this city, and declared Matthias: Kettelmundſon 
regent of the kingdom. This nobleman purſued the remainder 
of king Birger's party with great vigour, and Birger himſelf 
was conſtrained to retire to Denmark. There he met with a 
very cold reception from king Chriſtopher, who had lately ſuc- 
ceeded his brother Eric VIII. 
ſaic ta be the ul behaviour of his ſiſter queen Merctte, who 
had never ſhewn him any favour or good-will, even in the 
time of her proſperity. However, king Chriſtopher, out of 
compaſſion to his brother-1n-law, gave him leave to reſide in 
the caſtle of Spickaburg. No ſooner was Birger retired 
from the iſle of Gothland, than the ſtates of the kingdom 
were: convened at Upſal by Matthias Kettlemundſon, when 
eeded to the election of a new king, The choice 


they proc 
fell upon Magnus, an infant only three years old, the ſon of 
duke Eric, that had been lately ſtarved by Birger. This young 
prince, ſoon after his election, ſueceeded to the crown of 


the mother's fide, without male iſſue. The enſuing year, 
the ſtates of the kingdom aſſembled at Stockholm, to deter- 
mine e the fate of nee, Magnus, the ſon of king Birger. 

. T 2 | h There 


_ effeR;;.Ithe whole kingdom was incenſed. at ſohorrid and unna - 7 
theſe infurreQions, the king ſept for his unfortunateſon. Magnus, 


Therkefon of this coolaeds, was 


Norway, upon the death of Haquin his grandfather, by 


139. 


The Swedes 
revolt, and 
oblige kin 

Birger to fly 


the country. 


Birger de- 
throned, and 
his fon Mag- 
nus put to 
de 


1318. 


1320. 


ing as much as any of his judges. Yet even this injuſtice is an 
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ers cannot be: a ſtronger: inſtance of che hatred - Of a Whole 
nation to a bad prince, than that which appeared in the debates 
of the aſſembly. Birger was ſo univerſally deteſted, that they 
reſolved to puniſh his ſon for the iniquities of che father; and 
although, by the capitulation of Steckenburg, they had pro- 
miſed to ſave his life; and, ſome years before, had choſen 
him to ſucceed his father as their king, they now condemned 
him to an ignominious death, and hie was publickly beheaded. 
A- moſt cruel and unjuſt ſentence ] to deprive a prince of life 
for crimes in which he was no way concerned, and which he 
himſelf, from his virtuous diſpoſition, could not help condemn- 


admonition to princes, - to beware of ſuch” arbitrary and illegal 
proceedings, as muſt ſurely expoſe them to public hatred, and 
entail a ſeries of calamities on their innocent poſterity. By the 
+ ſeverity of this ſentence, the intention of the Swedes. Was, 
doubtleſs; to puniſh king Birger by the loſs of an only fon; for 
whom he had a moſt tender affection. And, accordingly; they 
ſucceeded in their aim; for the melancholy tidings made ſo deep 


| an impreſſion, both on the king and queen, that they died i in a 


_ ſhort time, overwhelmed with grief and forrow®; 
Sven was the unhappy cataſtrophe of thoſe three brothers; 
alas lives were a conſtant ſource of diſtraction and miſery, both 
to themſelves, and to the people ſubje& to their command, and 
all in conſequence of their own inordinate ambition. This it 


was that produced ſuch diſſenſions, and ſpread ſuch deſolation 


over the kingdom. But their father was originally in fault, 
who had partitioned his dominions among his ſons, and made 
them all independent in the ſame ſtate or government. This 
was fetting a kingdom againſt itſelf ; and experience, as well 
as the nature of human'paſſions; ſhews, that a kingdom ſo divided 
ean have no ſtability. So much for the diſturbances of Sweden; 

we ſhall only! abſerve farther, „ that the young e eee 


5 5 'Crantzius, Kinhbers, Ruſſe fragment. Ditmars. Peterſen Chron. Holſt. 1M 
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this ſtates conftrred the erown in 1319, was ſurnamed Smeck ; 

4 prince Whoſe dad conduct afterwards paved the way for the 
Fkevatien of the houſe of Mecklenburg, to the . S Ww-e- 
den. We all now TIE _ en 77 . e 1 Lion. 
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ow the Sim: is- pas” VE cs by the iahabizan ' of Wi 0 
He lan lige to that toun, which is obliged to ſubmit, The city 
M Roſtock, behaving in the ſame manner to Eric, king of Den- 

monk, meets with the ſame ſate. State of the empire. Melan- 
al -fory: of a. peaſant in the neighbour hood of Luneburg. War 

- , betwenl! enry. the Lion and the Marquis of Brandenburg, rela 
tive to the; territory of Stargard. A peace concluded to Henry: 
ſatigfactian. War between Denmark and Brandenburg. Peace 
mediated by Henry the Lien. | Death of Waldemar of Branden- 
lung. Mar between Lewis the Ancient and Henry the Lion, 
wirs regard to Stargard. The battle of Granzoi. Peace to 
,. Henry 4 advantage. Roſtock. ceded to Henry by Denmark. In- 

. Ferview between. Henry and the Daniſh ST Death Y Hen- 


2 the, Lion in 1329. His Ie. . 


ENR Y was not long returned POR Sweden; whan he 
agreed to a propoſal of marriage between his only daugh- Marrings of 
ter "Matilda, by his firſt wife Beatrix of Brandenburg, and Lion'sdaugh» 
Otho, duke. of Luneburg, ſon of Otho the Severe, with died © 
in 1330. On this occaſion, the prince of Mecklenburg was 
willing, once more, to make trial of the behaviour of the in- 
habitants of Wiſmar, and therefore ordered the grads of his 
daughter to be celebrated in that cit. | 
Bur the fears and jealeuſies of thoſe'c citizens - had not yet ſub- Henry is 
fided, or rather, they were grown more inſolent by the great dhe city of 
nereaſe of their commerce, and in conſequence of their nume Wiſmar. 
tous alliances. For the maritime towns of the Baltic had now | 
erected themſelves, as it were, into one great republic, and de- $5 
termined to ſupport each other in the defence of their privileges, 


ogainſt any eneroachments from their ancient ſovereigns. 80 
| - ſtrong 


e . OR * Hat 4 T 0 * bel n 
| ſſtrong «-conſederacy-embaldened. dhe citizens-of:Wiſmar once 
more to tefuſe admittance. $9 Henry the Lion, and to treat him 
8 Wich the ſame inſalence as they had doge befare, on the occa- 
; | fon of his own nuptials with his ſecond; wife Anne of Saxony. 
e And che king = ANIMATED by this ſame ſpirit of independence, the inhabitants 
e ee Roſtock had lately refuſed admittance to Eric VIII. king of 
N Denmark, when he came to celebrate rejoicings in that gity, 
zie. for the peace concluded, after an obſtinate war wich the mar- 
' quis of Brandenburg. Notwithſtanding the ſovereignty of that 
town had been made over to king Eric by Nicholas Puer, and 
Ee his authority acknowledged by the inhabitants, ſtill they re- 
0 5 c fuſed, on the above-mentioned occafion,: to admit either him 
| | | or the marquis of Brandenburg within their walls, for fear of 
being ſtripped of their liberties. The king was ſo prudent as 
to Ne the affront at that time, and pretending a tender- 
neſs for the inhabitants, as if he did not chuſe to encumber 8 
them with ſuch a concourſe of ſtrangers, he ordered tents to be 
pitched i in the neighbourhood, in a place called the Roſen-gar- 
ten, where he exhibifed a moſt magnificent tournament. - But 
though he difſembled on that occaſion, he was determined to 
chaſtiſe the inſolence of thoſe ad As en as 4 roger 
opportunity offered). 30 
We Tux prince of Mecklenburg ee 


| ge . 


LO 


with the 
behaviour of the town of Roſtock to king Eric, which induced 
him to apply to that prince, defiring a junction of forces, in 
| order to make it a common cauſe, and to wreak their vengeance 
1 on the two rebellious cities. Eric accepted the offer, and equip- 
| 1 ped a fleet, which immediately failed to the coaſt of Lower 
Saxony, and blocked up the harbour of Wiſmar. The neigh- 
bouring towns, and particularly Roſtock +, conſidering 
this eaſe as their own ; and that they muſt. neceſlarily be 
involved in the ruin of Wiſmar, fitted out a Arong.. _ 


| * Orantzius, Kirchberg, Latomus, Chemnitz, Bechr, Buckholtz. 


3 I + The people of Roſtock faid they were obliged to fend aiſtance to. the ithabitans 
e of Wiſmar, in conſequence of the Anſeatic union, into WINS OE . 
n * 
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dron wicht engaged the” Dank fleet in ſeveral Uiiounters,, 
a Witt Various ſuccefs. Henry the Lion in the mean time 


finding the fiege Hkely to continue à conſidetable time, from the 


ſtreng th of the place, and obſtinacy of the inhabitants, he had. 
recburſe to àrtiſice, to draw them out of their ſtrong hold, and. 


force" them to an engagement, He directed à ſmall body of 
men te advanee towards the town, in order to chtice the enemy, 
by the ſmialltieſs of their number, to come out and attack them; 

in caſt che bait took, they were to retire gradually, till they 

teached the next poſt, where they ſhould. be ſupported by 

a ſtrong body of tr 
people ſeeing but a Händful of men juſt under the walls, fallied 
out with great fury; the prince's troops maintained a kind of a 
running fight, which tempted the ignorant inhabitants to come. 
out ku greater erduds, all inipitient to ſhare in the victory; 


preſſed on without any order or diſcipline, till they fell. 


into the ambuſcade ; and were moſt of chem either taken pri- 
ſoners, of bot in pleceh d. eee 

S800 ſignal a defeat ſtruck a eerrbr thto the remainder of 'the 
inhabitants of Wiſmar. Their numbers were confiderably re-- 
duced by the ſword, and by fickneſs; and they found them - 
ſelves greatly diſtreſſed for proviſions. In this terrible dilemma 
they had recourſe to Waldemar, duke of Sleſwick, and Nicho- 
las, prince of Werle, who offered their mediation, which was 
accepted, and a capitulation figned in the following terms: The 
ſenate and the principal citizens ſhould make oath, that the- 
motive of their ſhutting: the gates, was not to affront prince: 
Henry, their ſovereign, but to preſerve the town from any ſur- 

rize, or falling into the hands of an enemy: that whatever 
Pp edges, or depoſits, belonging to the ſaid prince, were remain- 
ing then in their hands, ſhould be delivered up and reſtored, 
without paying any money for their redemption: that whatever 


* * Crantzive Kirchberg, Buckboltz 


carried on the fiege by land, and erected different forts at cer 
dein diſtances, from which he greatly annoyed the town. But 


oops. The ſtratagem ſucceeded; the towns- 


debts the privoeiowed. to any of the Were ſhould. * made | 


” "4 
: » 
2: | 7 oor: 
: A : ; : 80 + 
* 4 - 
. F i 


The town 18>. 
obliged to- 
ſubmit. 
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88 by the ſenate; that the keys of che town, towards Meck- : 
lenburg, ſhould be in the poſſeſſion of the prince; to the end 
that he might. have free ingreſs and egreſs whenever he pleaſed; 
that the prince's court of juſtice, which had been pulled down, 
| ſhould be rebuilt at the expence of the inhabitants ; but this lat 
article was afterwards diſputed,” under a pretence of its not being 


included in the capitulation; ſo that the prince erected that 


ſtructure again at his own expence. In every other reſpect he 

had a.complete triumph over factious citizens, whom opulence 
and luxury had intoxicated to ſuch a degree, that they preſumed 

to inſult, and even wage war with & powerful and n a 
Peine as Henry the Lion: “. 

Bur as it was the proud behaviouy of Roſtock, Ns had em- 

boldened Wiſmar to bid defiance to her ſovereign, fo the humi- 


Uuation of Wiſmar encouraged | kin g Eric to chaſtiſe the inſo- 


lence of his ſubjects. He began with appd pointing Henry the 
Lion governor of Roſtock, with ſtrict 45 to the magiſ- 
trates of that city, to obey that ou as his lieutenant, and 
deputy, . to open their gates to whenever he, demanded 
admittance, under pain of incurring his royal diſpleaſure, and 
being treated as rebels. But this, menace was treated with con- 
tempt; the citizens, confiding in their own ſtrength, . and in 
the alliance they had concluded with the reſt of the Hanſe 
towns, reſolved to ſhake off the Daniſh yoke, and to erect 
themſelves into an independent ſtate. The king incenſed at 
their repeating their former inſolence, and afliſting the rebel - 
lious inhabitants of Wiſmar, determined to humble, thei pride, 
and to aſſert his ſovereignty. | 1 

Tyz city of Roſtock being 3 Lorkfied, and defended 
by 4 numerous body of inhabitants, trained to war, and ex- 
f Ml fond of liberty, the king thought it prudent to deſire 
the aſſiſtance of Waldemar, marquis of Brandenburg, and of the 
other princes, who had been preſent at the affront he had re- 
ceived from thoſe obſtinate citizens. The marquis readily eſ- 
pouſed the king of Denmark 's cauſe, and Joining his forces 
with thoſe of Henry the Lion, and the other princes, in- 
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feet ofthe {ide of the gulph, or mouth of the e Here 
king Brie ſunk ſome chips, laid booms a-crofs, and erected 
works on cach ſide of the river; but the ſeaſon being now far 
advanced, after leaving a lender garriſon to guard thoſe works, 

he ſalled back to Denmark. Scarce. was he withdrawn from the 


nis works, and freed the paſſage of the Warnow. Thus the 


communication being opened with the ſea, it was to no purpoſe 


at that time to continue the ſiege; ſo that the confederate princes 


ment. The Roſtockers in the mean while ſet about repairing 
and augmenting their fortifications; and, in order to prevent the 
Danes from entering the Warnow with the ſame facility, they 
erected towers on each fide of the river. There were very 
ſtrong factions. in the town, which deſtroyed that order and 
unanimity ſo neceſſary in times of public danger. Some were 
for a republican government; a few of the magiſtrates for ſub- 
mitting to the king of Denmark; but the more conſiderable 
party were for calling in their old prince Nicholas Puer, and 
reſtoring him to his former ſovereignty. To what purpoſe was 
it, they ſaid, to look out for a foreign leader, when they had a 


prince of their own, famed for his virtues, and A from | 


their ancient ſovereigns ? Was it not infinitely more eligible to 


 veſted/the town by land, while it was blocked up 5 the Daniſh 


_ coaſt; When the beſieged made a vigorous fally, deftroyed all 


withdrew their forces, and put them into quarters of refreſh- _ 


11 


The town 


rent by fac- 
tions. 


live under ſo mild a government, than to ſubmit to a, foreign 


yoke, and to be robbed of their liberties by Daniſh tyrants ? 


It is true, their ,princes had applied to that crown for protec- 


tion; but was ſubmiſſion due, where they felt the higheſt de- 


gree of violence and oppreſſion? Theſe tumultuous diſcourſes 


had a proper effect; ſo that, notwithſtanding all the oppoſition 
of the magiſtrates, . the people invited Nicholas into the city, 
carried him in triumphant proceſſion to the town- hall, and 
proclaimed him their lawful. ſovereign. Nicholas was ſo weak 
as toi be pleaſed: with the adoration. of a giddy multitude, . who, 
perhaps, with as ſudden a tranſition, would have been equally 
ready to * as now they were to offer incenſe to their idol. 
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Br this was 80 putting off the evil day: the ooafbdlivates | 
were too powerful, and too much exaſperated, to defiſt from 
zeir enterprize upon | the firſt diſappointment. "The next ſum- 
mer king Eric, greatly chagrined at What happened in his 
abſence, returned on the feaſt of St. John Baptiſt with 
a powerful fleet, on which he had embarked a conſider- 
able body of land forces. At the ſame time Henry the Lion, 
and the other princes, brought back their army, and once 
more laid ſiege to that unhappy city. The Danes attacked the 
forts Which had been erected at the mouth of the Warnow, 


and, after a moſt vigorous reſiſtance of three days, carried 


them by aſſault, The king ordered a ſtrong garriſon to be 


thrown into thoſe forts; ſo that the town was blocked up 


by ſea, as well as by land, and prectuded from all hopes of 


aſſiſtance. | The fiege had now been carried on with the utmoſt. 
vigour for three months, when the town being greatly diſtreſſed 
for proviſions, the magiſtrates propoſed to treat of terms with 
che beſiegers. In this diſtreſs the inhabitants, inſtead of pro- 
viding for their common ſafety, flew into the greateſt rage, and 
turned their reſentment againſt the ſenate, They affirmed, 
that the public liberties were ſold to the king, and chat the 


mouth of the river was blocked up by their connivance. Then 


they broke out into an open revolt, and yielding to cheir natural 


mee they plunged into the horrors of civil war, and 


turned their ſwords againſt their own bowels. | Like madmen 


they roamed about the ſtreets, murdered ſeveral of the magi- 
ſtrates, tortured others, till the whole city was hecome a con- 
tinued ſcene of ſlaughter and barbarity. The ringleader of 
this furious rabble was one Henry Runge, a ruffian, devoid of 
all compaſſion and humanity ; his brother being a member of 
the ſenate, and a perſon of great probity and virtue, ſome of 
che factious mob, willing to fayour, their leader, interceded 


in his brother” 8 ; behalf, but all i in vain: Since my scher; ſaid 
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AFTER; they pic raged ged in this manner for fome time, their. 


fury, pa length, began to ſubſide; and perceiving the ill con- 


| ſequence. of their divifions, while the enemy was fo ready to 
_ conyert them to his advantage, they thought proper to apply 


in a ſubmiſſive manner to king Eric, and to aſk pardon for their 
rebellion, in hopes of obtaining a favourable ca pitulation. The 
_ - - kings! being a prince of a merciful Ape ſeemed to pity 


their condition; and would, perhaps, have granted them 
good terms, had not he been ſuddenly called back to Den- 
mark, upon the news of an inſurrection which broke out in 
that kingdom. Before he embarked, he referred the burghers 
to Henry the Lion, whom he had already appointed governor 
of Roſtock, and to whom he recommended to treat the inhabi- 
tants with lenity. Henry granted them a ceflation of arms, 
and nominated commiſſioners to_ ſettle the capitulation. The 
treaty; was to be negotiated without the walls; but the prince of 
Mecklenburg, at the requeſt, and by the connivance of ſome of 
the principal citizens, found means to convey two waggons full 


of ſoldiers, on the feaſt of the Epiphany, into the city. As 


they were-entering the gates, they contrived, by the prince's 
direction, to break the wheels, which gave them time to ob- 
ſtruct the paſlage, till more troops, both horſe and foot, came 
up; and, ſeizing the gates, opened a paſſage for Henry and great 
part of his forces. The. alarm was now ſpread all over the city; 
and the burghers flying to their arms, made a vigorous ſtand, 

and brayely repelled the enemy. But more troops ruſhing in, 
and prefling hard upon the inhabitants, the latter collected their 
whole force in the market-place, fully determined to defend 
| their libertics with the laſt b of their blood, and to make the 
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1 ner, was to provide better quarters for his troops, which might 


be Expoſed to great inconveniences in that inelement time of 


| N the year, during a tedious - negotiation. No ſooner was this 


The rioters 
puniſhed, 


city, king Eric favoured it with an extraordinary 


declaration made, than a ſudden calm enſued ; the nate of juſ- 
tice diſarmed the burghers, who withdrew to their reſpoctive 


homes; and Henxy was permitted to quarter his troops with- 


out farther oppoſition. A tribunal was ſoon after erected: 
ſeveral of the moſt criminal among the late rioters were brought 
to their trial, apd underwent the puniſhment due to their hor- 


rid barbaxities; but the greater part of them made their eſcape, 


and only ſuffered à confiſcation of their eſtates. The city was 


' fined, at three inſtalments, the ſum of fourteen thouſand marks, 


as an indemnity to the king of Denmark, the prince of Meck- 
lenburg, and the marquis hor? Brandenburg, for the expences of 
the war. The public tranquility being reſtored, Henry took upon 
him the government of the city if the name of king Erie; and, 
in order to bridle the citizens, he obliged them to maintain a 
large garriſon of troops belonging to the three princes, in the 
fortreſs of Warnemunde. Such were the melancholy effects of 
diſcord- and inteſtine divifion ; by theſe their 93 was 

weakened, and by theſe they became, at length, a prey to their 
enemy, who ſoon deprived them of their boaſted privileges. It 


is true, indeed, that when the public tranquility was afterwards 


ſettled, the privilegse of the city, though under great reſtric- 
tions, were again confirmed, upon paying a conſiderable ſum 
of money. That is, they were obliged to make à new pur- 
chaſe of their charter; And 4s it was fill deemed a Daniſh 
privilege in 
1315, Which may be ſeen in Ungnaden's 2 Diplom. “. 
Fon the foregoing narrative it evidently follows, that Hen - 
y the Lion muſt have been a conſummate politician in tranſ- 
acting this whole affair, ſo as to gain the advantage, not 
8 over the princes of his own family, but over the wings: of 
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Denmark ** The former intirely forfeited all FRO right and 


ous ſovereignty, ſubject to the will and good pleaſure of Hen- 
ry, who, at length, by his prudent management, acquired full 
pofſeffion af the, whole. After he was become intire maſter of 
this city, it no longer felt che effects of his indignation, but, 
on the contrary, was favoured with greater immunities and 
privileges, as that of coining money, which was granted them 
in 1925, for a valuable conſideration. Upon reading theſe 


accounts, 'it may | oceafion ſome ſuprize, that the princes in 


thoſe days ſhould be fo often ipcenſed againſt the maritime ci- 
ties upon 
in favouring them with privileges. But when we re- 


fie, that thoſe towns were grown opulent and powerful by 


means of their extenſive commerce; and that the princes on the 


other hand, by their extravagance and ill- conduct, were gene- 


rally diſtreſſed for want of money, our amazement ceaſes. To 
fupply their exigencies, many princes muſt have applied to thoſe 
wealthy towns. for ſums of money, which they could not ob- 
tain without giving them a pledge, or by a conceſſion of privi- 


leges. And theſe were often ſtretched and abuſed by the inſo- 


tence of citizens, to the prejudice of the ſovereign . 
_  DorinG theſe tranſactions on the borders of the Baltic, the 
German empire was miſerably haraſſed by a diſpute between 
two competitors to the imperial dignity, Frederick of Auſtria, 


ceeded to his right to the town and lordfhip of Roſtock, and excluded the princes of 
Werle. Soon after this, viz, in 1320, he became intire maſter of the fortreſs of 
Warnemunde, by expelling the garriſons. of Denmark and Brandenburg ; but ap- 
prehenging that Chriflophes, king of Deymark, might ſeek an opportunity of being 
revenged, as ſoon as the diſturbances of that kingdom ſabfided, he fold the fortreſs 
to the citizens of Roſtock for a conſiderable forn. Having afterwards ſtrengthened 
his intereſt by an alliance wich Sweden, he obtained of Chriſtopher a renunciation of 
all dis pretenſions to that city and diſtrict, which then reverted, in full ſovereignty, 
to its natural lord. We have thrown theſe different revolutions of that famous city 
— 2 one 9 90 to Ye ks vor 15 thy ane? . ay have 3 a more A lan * my ſub- 
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pretenfians to Raſtock, and the latter retained only a precari- 


the coaſts of the Baltic, and yet be ſo liberal and in, 


_ * Nicholas Puer, lord of Roſtock, happening to die about this time, Henry ſue- 
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ſucceeded- Adolphus! of Naſſau in agg, was far How) being 
fortunate. His. ſordid: avdrice-liad rendered him odious to his 


a his authority, and to 
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20 une of Bavaria. The eig of Albert I. of Auſtria, Who 


ſubjeQs; and, at length, proved che cauſe of his tragiral end. 


He was murdered in 1308 by his own nephew, John, duke of 


Suabia, for refuſing to 2 o that prince his paternal inhe- 
ritance- Albert Was at that” time on his march to quell the 


Swiſs, Who had taken up arms in defence of their liberties, 


which had been greatly encroached upon by the houſe of Auſtria. 


But that very oppteſſion, which was intended to eſtabliſh the 
ſway of arbitrary power, gave riſe to the famous Helve- 
tic republic. After the death of Albert, the electors raiſed 
Henry VII. of the houſe of Luxemburg to the imperial throne. 
This prince, having ſettled the affairs of Germany to his ſatis- 
faction, undertook an expedition to Italy, in order to confirm 
compoſe the diſturbances of that country, 
where the factions of the Guelfs and Gibellines were revived 


with the greateſt animoſity. In the middle of his career, he 
Was poiſoned by « Dominican friar, named Bernard Politian, 


who is ſaid to have been ſuborned by the Florentines, that em- 


peror's enemies, to mix poiſon in the conſecrated hoſt. After 

that prince's'deceaſe,” the electors were divided with regard to 
a ſucceſſor, ſome giving their vote to Lewis, duke of Bavaria, 
and others to Frederick; duke of Auſtria. Theſe two rivals 


waged war againſt each other the ſpace of nine years, during 
which time the empire was a conſtant ſcene of ſlaughter and 
confuſion. At length the conteſt was decided, by the bloody 


battle of Mabldortf, in the biſhoprick of Saltzburg, when 


Frederick Was taken priſoner, and Lewis, upon the reſignation | 
7 his competitor, remained ſole poſſeſſor of the empire. 

Asobr this time happened an event among the Venedic 
Pellanes in the duchy of Luneburg, which ſtrongly proves the 
barbarity of that ignorant age. The counteſs- of ? Manafeld's 5 


lady, who was daughter to tlie count of Luchow, had occaſion 


to pay a viſit to her relations. In 12 be e the LET 
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3 as n eee wood, ſhe 
heard the eries of a-perfon who ſeemed to be imploring mercy. 


gtartled at the diſmab found, ſhe ordered one of her domeſtics 


to inquire inta the: cauſe of thoſe. lamentations. But her hu- 


manity rendering her too impatient to wait his return, ſhe or- 


dered her coachman to drive to the place from whence the voice. 
iſſued : when lo! to her great aſtoniſhment; ſhe- beheld a de- 
erepit old man, with his hands tied, begging hard for mercy, 

and entreating a perſon that was digging a grave, to 
life. Struck with this moving ſpeRacle, the gentle counteſs 
aſked: the grave-digger what he meant by uſing ſuch violence. 


to the helpleſs old man. The digger, not at all alarmed at the 


fight of the lady and her retinue, but thinking himſelf engaged: 
in an action no way criminal, and even agreeable to juſtice and 
ceaſon,. told the counteſs, that the old man was his own father, 
but now paſt labour, and unable to earn his bread; he therefore 
was going to commit him. to the earth from whence he came, 
as a burden and. a nuiſance. The lady, ſhocked at a ſpeech. 


which ſhe thought ſo unnatural, reproxed the man for his im- 


piety, and repreſented to him how contrary ſuch an action was 
to the divine law, by which we are forbid to kill any man, 

much leſs our parent, whom we are bound ta reſpect and ho- 
nour. The man looking at her earneſtly ſaid, What muſt I do, 


good lady, I have a houſe full of children, and I muſt. work 


hard to maintain them all, and ſcarce is my labour ſufficient ;. 
now I cannot take the bread out of the mouths of. my little 
babes, and ſuffer them to ſtarve, to. give it. to this old man, 
whole life. is no longer of any uſe, either to himſelf, or to my 


family. The counteſs, fetching a deep ſigh, turned about to 


her attendants, 0 Behold, ſaid ſhe, the miſerable condition. 
of theſe poor peaſants, how. lamentable their caſe, how hard 


their diſtreſs, to be obliged to kill thoſe who give them life, 
to prexent their offspring from ſtarxving ] Vet the opulent and 


the great are inſenſible to the miſery, of theſe poor objects, and 
inſtead, of relieving their neceſſities, every day aggravate their 
t diſtreſs, 5 new Tyranny and opprediion.” Saying this, the ge- 
10 5 | ; netraous 
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mers lady drew out her purſe, and giving the man -A conſider- | 
able ſum, defired him to pare his aged father's life. : The man 
. | returned her thanks, and promiſed to provide for him as long 
. Wn 1 as che money laſted. The lady declared he ſhould have a fur- 
5 ther ſupply when ade 8 her Grpants \to pigoeed 
| | on their journey *. 
| dts. "ortho aftor-the Liege of Roftock, 2 dupuee . 
_ 7 wage  Holity the Lien and Waldemar, marquis of Brandenburg, in 

Branden- relation to che territory of Stargard, which had been for ſome 
bus. time a bone of contention between the two families.” While a 
negotiation was carrying on, Waldemar determining to ſurprize 
His enemy, marched an army into that province, and ſoon made 
hHimmſelf maſter of the eaſtle of Vorſtenhagen. From thence he 
proceeded with the greateſt celerity to Waldegge, a town of 
eonſiderable ſtrength, to which he immediately laid ſiege. The 
attacks were carried on with vigour, and the beſieged as vigor- 
ouſly - defended themſelves, making frequent ſallies, and ufing 

ſeveral ſtratagems to «repel and annoy the enemy. The Bran- 
denburghers expected to become maſters of the place by under- 

mining it, in which they flattered themſelves they had proceed- 

ed unknown to the garriſon; but they found themſelves fatally 

miſtaken'; for when they had almoſt completed their work, 

and were ready to enter the town, the beſieged being well ac- 

quainted with the ſubterraneous operations, opened a commu- 
nication with the mine, and poured down ſuch a quantity of 

5 water (for they were as yet ſtrangers to the ſpringing of mines 
e by gunpowder) upon the workmen and the ſoldiers, that they 

oj Sg were all drowned. By this ſtratagem the attempt upon Waldegge 
was rendered abortive, and Waldemar 1 it adviſable to 

raiſe the ſiege. e 

The prince: HENRY, in the mean time, was not idle; die as he hat 
zeig wich vie attacked by ſurprize, it required ſome time to rally his 
— forces. He had prevailed upon his brother-in-law Rodelph, 
3 duke of Sara to Join A 8 ſome N and others from 
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all parts were dally expected. On the other hand, Waldemar 


153 


had entered into an alkanee with John and Nicholas, princes of 


at leiſure to undermine the younger branches of the family. 


Waldemar was not diſheartened by his miſcarriage before Wal- 


degge; but inſtantly decamping, proceeded with his army to 
Brandenburg, not the town of that name in his own margra- 

viate, but another in the principality of Stargard. The mar- 
grave intended to ſurprize this place, where Henry the Lion, 
and Rodolph of Saxony, were waiting for their reinforcements. 
But he found the two princes upon their guard; and, although 
they were not as yet able to cope with him in the field, they 
ſent out their flying parties, which had ſeveral ſkirmiſhes with 
the enemy. Waldemar, perceiving his army diminiſhed, and 
no hopes of taking the town, thought proper to retire; but he 
was harraſſed in his retreat; and particularly in croſſing the ford 
at Vorſten, the enemy fell upon his rear, and took a great 
number of priſoners. At length the reinforcements, expected 
by Henry the Lion, arrived, after meeting with ſome accidents 


in their march, which are worthy of being related. A detach- 


ment, under the command of Henry III. count of Schwerin, 


coming to join the prince of Mecklenburg, fell in with a body 
of troops, which John, prince af Werle, was leading to the 


aſſiſtance of Waldemar: at that very juncture Nicholas, the bro- 


ther of John, was marching another way, with the ſame de- 
ſign of joining his forces to thoſe of the elector of Branden- 
burg: John, being a prince of great intrepidity, attacked the 
count of Schwerin, and, after an obſtinate engagement, took 
him priſoner. Elated with this ſucceſs, he continued his 
march in a kind of triumph, little imagining he ſhould ſo quick- 


ly exchange his fituation with that of the captive count. He had 


not proceeded to any great diſtance, when he was ſurpriſed by a 
much ſuperior body of troops, belonging to the prince of Meck- 
lenburg; and, although he made a moſt gallant defence, he 
was obliged, at length, to ſurrender himſelf priſoner. This 
„„ A | 
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battle vas . Gtanſee, 4 town of ſome note fü the 
county of Ruppin. By this eaprice of fortune, the count of 
Schwerin was releaſed, and the late victor was led into Tapti- 
vity. In ſhort, he had the mortification of being conducted in- 
to the preſence of his couſin of Mecklenburg, who, being ſen. 
| fible of the enmity and hatred of this prince towards his perſon, 
led him about for ſome time, as it were, in triumph, and 
obliged him, at length, to purchaſe his liberty, by the Wen 
der of the town and diſtrict of Malchin. Thus was fortune 
propitious to Henry in all his enterprizes; and even the ma- 
chinations of his on jealous relations, inſtead of doing him any 
prejudice in what concerned his intereſt, redounded to his ad- 
vantage. For Waldemar, hearing of this diſaſter of his ally, 


thought proper to enter into a negotiation, and, after ſome de- 
bates, a peace was, at length, concluded; by which the mar- 


grave of Brandenburg agreed, to reſtore not only whatever he 
had wreſted from Henry, but, moreover, reſigned all preten- 


ſions to the prineipality of Stargard, and relinquiſhed, in his 


fayqur, - the town and diſtrict of Bldenburg , in the territory 
of Prignitz. To crown Henry's ſucceſs, John of Werle was 
obliged to cede to him the town and diſtrict of Wredenhagen, 
not in full property, however, but a as a mortgage. or n 
for the payment of his ranſom . 


Tu enſuing year, a freſh — arele between Reie, king 
of Denmark, and Waldemar of Brandenburg, in which Hen- 


ry was induced to act as an auxiliary, and afterwards acquired 


great honour as a mediator. - This conteſt was occaſioned” by 
the city of Stralſund, whoſe inhabitants had committed ſeveral 


outrages againſt the ſubjects of Witzlaus, prinee of Rugen, and 
king Eric's ally. This prince thought proper to make repriſats 


on the territory of Stralſund, and was ſupported by the king of 


5 Denmark, while the margrave of mem eſpouſed the cauſe 


2 The town aud diſtrict of Eldenburg 1 fell to the Jords of Quizzoy, wn 

paid homage for it till very lately to the elector of Brandenburg, in whoſe poſſeſ- 
ſion it is at preſent, "The family of Quitzow is metals. wk, + a 

but their ancient patrimony is greatly diminiſned. ; | 

1. Crantzius, Kirchberg, — Bacmeiſter, Comer, Beckr, ionen. _ 
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of, che inhabitants of Stralſund. At length, an an open rupture 
en ſued, between Eric: and Waldemar: the latter was joined 
by Chriſtopher, the king's brother, with ſevegal of the Daniſh 
nobles, who were diſaffected. to the government. On the other 
hand. Erie was ſtrictly connected with the duke of Saxony, 
Henry the Lion prince of Mecklenburg, the counts of Hol- 
ſtein, and the count of Schwerin, on whoſe aſſiſtance he could 
ſafely depend. - Waldemar and his allies equipped a ſtrong ſqua- 
dron at Stralſund, and made a deſcent in Fuhnen, where they 
defeated F lepp, the governor of the iſland, and poſſeſſed them 
ſelves of the city of Swenburg. Alarmed at this intelligence, 
Eric ordered Harman, count of Glica, to land a body of troops 
in the neighbourhood of Stralſund, and lay ſiege to that city. 
The count, u pon his arrival in Germany, was joined by a great 
number of princes, who were allied to Denmark. As this is one 
of the moſt memorable ſieges recorded in hiſtory, the names of 
the princes concerned in the undertaking, whoſe mighty efforts 
were ſo ſurprizingly baffled, may be worth tranſmitting to poſ- 
terity. Beſides Birger, king of Sweden, there were preſent Al- 
bert, duke of Upper Saxony; Eric, duke of Lower Saxony 5 
Canute, duke of Halland ; Gerard and John, counts of Hol- 
ſtein; Adolphus, count of Schaumburg ; Guncelin, count of 
Wittenburg; Henry, count of Schwerin; Pribiſlaus, lord of 
Wenden; and Henry the Lion, prince of Mecklenburg. 
Tux ſiege of Stralſund was carried on with extraordinary vi- 
gour, moſt of the confederate princes exerting their „b 
efforts, in order to ſignalize their zeal and affection to king Eric. 
On the other hand, the beſieged made a moſt gallant — 
and by their frequent ſallies damped the ardour of the enemy. 
In one of thoſe ſallies, they had the good fortune to defeat the 
corps under the command of the duke of Sax-Lawenburg ; 
on which occaſion, the duke himſelf was taken priſoner. The 
e at length, being far advanced, and king Eric not arriv- 
ing, as was expected, with a reinforcement of troops, Herman, 
the Daniſh general, called a council of war, where the princes 
agreed t to > break op. 805 80 aeg and to ene che ſiege. This 
TH as ee eee eee eee i. 
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1 diſappdintment of the confederates, Was a ſabje& of. great tri- 
umph to the citizens of Stralfund; who; indeed, had reaſon to 
boaſt of having baffled the attempts of {ſo formidable aiconfede- 


racy. - As for the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, they delivered him 


up to their prince Wratiſlaus, duke of Wolgaſt, by whom he was 


a” 


The | congreſs 


of Wilmar. 


put into the hands of the elector of Brandenburg, and, at length, 

_ obliged: to pay ſixteen thouſand: marks of ſilver for his ranſom *, 
Tuus did this unhappy prince pay dear for his affection 

to king Eric, who made no ſuitable- return to any of 

the allies. The truth is, Eric was naturally averſe to 

war; a diſpoſition which prevented him from making ſuch 


efforts, as were neceſſary, on this occaſion, to aſſert the 


honour of his crown, or -ſupport- the intereſt of his allies. Be- 
ſides, he was now advanced in years, and deſirous to lay the 
foundation of a plan, for ſpending the remainder of his days in 
peace and tranquility. This induced Henry, who had aſſiſted 
him with troops, to offer his mediation for accommodating 
matters, which was accepted. At the ſame time, he propoſed 
the town of Wiſmar for holding a congreſs, to which all the 
belligerant princes, and their allies, were invited. In purſu- 
ance of this reſolution, an aſſembly was convened, at which were 
preſent, not according.to the modern practice, a number of ple- 


nipotentiaries and miniſters, who ſeek only to chicane and gain 


time, but moſt of the princes themſelves; as the king of Den- 
mark; Waldemar, marquis of Brandenburg ; Eric and John, 
dukes of Saxony; John and Nicholas, lords of Werle; Gerard 
and John, counts of Schwerin and Wittenburg; with Henry 
the Lion, and ſeveral other princes, beſides the deputies of 


ſome of the Anſeatic cities. Henry, upon this occaſion, diſ- 
played abilities in the cabinet equal to thoſe he had ſhewn in 


the field; and, by great management, effected a reconciliation 
between the king and the elector of Brandenburg. A peace was 
ſigned, and it was agreed that all the towns, which the marquis 
and his allies had poſſeſſed themſelves of ſince they Wars Wonld 
be reſtored . ; | 


* Crantzius, Meurſius, Pontan. 
4 Gantt. Marſhal, Chemnitz, Corner, Kirchberg, 8 Meurſius, Beek, Buckbottz, 
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Crnterbeaet;,* the king of Denmark's'brother, could ndt IS 
make intereſt to be cluded in this treaty, at leaſt upon; ſuch king of f the 
terms us he requited 3 therefore, he retired to Sweden, where mar 
he Hyed an exile till the death of Eric, which happened this 
very year. The king, in his laſt illneſs, expreſſed a deſire of 
being reconciled to his brother, and recommended him for his 
ſucceſſor. Eric is ſaid to have made ſome collections out of the 
archives of the kingdom, towards a Daniſh hiſtory, which were 
called Congeſta Mendvedii, for by that ſurname was he diſtin- 
guiſhed by his people“. After a warm conteſt between Eric, 
duke of Sleſwiek, and Chriſtopher, the latter, was raiſed to the 
throne by tlie influence, as we are told, of bribery and corrup- 
tion: this is mentioned as the firſt inſtance in the Daniſh hiſtory, 
of a king who was indebted to ſuch illicit means for his exalted. 
dignity. Waldemar, marquis of Brandenburg, did not long and of the 
ſurvive king Eric, but was feized with a fever, which carried Ree of 
him off this very year,” after he had reſtored tranquility to his burg. 
ſubjects. He was ſucceeded by his nephew Waldemar II. of 
' whom more hereafter. | Upon the death of Waldemar 1. Hen- 
ry the Lion gave orders to the officer, who commanded the 
Mecklenburghers in garriſon at the fortreſs of Warnemunde,. 

to eject the troops of Brandenburg, which was done accord- 
ingly. The poſſeſſion of that fortreſs was then divided be- 
tween the king of Denmark and Henry the Lion, but the latter 
ſoon became ſole maſter. Being determined, at the ſame time, 
to avail himſelf of Waldemar's . in order to diſtreſs and 
weaken the country of Brandenburg, the margraves of which: 
had always been enemies to His family, Henry invaded that 4 
electorate, and made himſelf maſter off ſoverad places, particu-- "4, 4x 
larly of Prentzlau, the capital of the Ucker-Marck. What 
was the pretext” for this invaſion, I can. no where learn; but 
reaſons of conveniency are never wanting to thoſe who are: 
eager to benefit by the diſtreſſes of their neighbours. For the 
weakneſs of Waldemar II. was ſuch, that his country was now 


© He wes fo called, becauſe whenever he affirmed or denied a think, ke ufed to add: 
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— in ſome nn a prey to all his neighbours ; thus 
_ the, princes of Saxony ſeized. the. Middle-Marck ; Waldemar's 8 


widow took poſſeſſion, of the Old- Marck; and the prince of 


Mecklenburg made himſelf maſter of the Ucker-Marck, toge- 
ther with the diſtrict of Prignitz. But theſe territories were g 


| ſoon after recovered, under 7 2 adminiſtration of the decor i 


Lewis the Ancient, of the houſe of Bavaria “. 

Tux treaty of Wiſmar had ſcarce put an end to the quar- 
tels between Denmark and Brandenburg, whena violent conten- 
tion aroſe between Heury the Lion and the biſhop of Schwerin. 


This man, whoſe name was Herman Molzahn jc eat tobeofa 


moſt turbulent diſpoſition, and to have an extraordinary paſſion 


for the din and confuſion of arms. No ſooner had he ſucceeded 
to the ſee of Schwerin in 1314, than he entered i into an alliance 


with Eric, king of Denmark, and Henry the Lion, againſt Walde- 


mar, margrave of Brandenburg. In conſideration of the ſervices 


he had done in the war againſt that prince, he infiſted upon a very 


large ſum, by way of indemnification for his expences. The 
demand was ſettled this year, by an agreement between Henry 
and that prelate, the Particulars of which are too long to men- 
tion, and may be ſeen i in Latomus's Hiſtory of the Ran of 
Schwerin. 

Tus abou, rv hal however, between He enry 2 92 good 
biſhop, was of no long continuance ; a few years after, an- 
other - quarrel enſued, which was inflamed, at length, into a 


bloody war. We e upon this occaſion, help mention- 
ing the ingratitude of that prelate to Henry the Lion, Who had 


lately done him conſiderable ſervice. Herman having en gaged, 


as we before obſerved, with the princes who were concerned in 


the ſiege of Stralſund, greatly involyed the ſee of Schwerin in 
debt, to defray the charges of that expedition. On this ac- 
count, complaint was made to his metropolitan, the archbiſhop 
of Bremen, and, in conſequence, thereof, he incurred the ſen- 
tence of excommunication z but at Henry's Angercathion. the 
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affllt was accommodated; The ordinary revenue of the 
ſtate being inſuffclent for the many ekigencies of Henry 
the Lion, he thought proper to lay an extraordinary tax 
on the clergy, 11 only one year's income of the 
eccleſiaſtical livings erke clergy were alarmed at this 
demand, which ay aun as an infraction of their immu- 
nities and exemptions. Herman, biſhop of Schwerin, took 
the lead in the oppoſition, and pretended that the prince had 
no right to exact any ſupply from the church, without the con- 
en and approbation of the fovereign pontiff. But Henry per- 
fiſting in his feſolution, the boiſterous prelate had recourſe to 
his ſpi iritual thunder, that brutum fulmen which had ſo often 
ſhook | the thrones of monarchs. He launched his excommu- 
nications "againſt Henry with the utmbſt fury; and, what is 
more extraordinary, the whole country was laid under an in- 
terdict. Not fatisfied with ' theſe ſpiritual weapons, the 
biſhop had alſo recourſe to the arm of fleſh, and began to ſtir 
up enemies on every fide, againſt the prince of Mecklenburg. 
Henry, being informed of theſe preparations, refolved not to 
wait till the confederates were ready to attack him, but pre- 
vent their defigns by acting upon the offenſive. With this in- 
tent, he marched an army into the biſhopric of Schwerin, where 
he made himſelf maſter of the caſtle of Warin, and ſet fire to 
fourteen villages. Such violences were common in thoſe days, 
and ſhew how- greatly the manners of nations are altered: The 
confederates,. on the other hand; aſſembling their forces, pe- 
netrated into Henry's territories, where they plundered « the 
eaſtles of Mecklenburg and Glockenburg: At length, the two 1. battle os 
afmies met at a village called Fredericks-dorff, and; a bloody Frederick. 
engagement enſued; in which the ſuperior- abilities, and good * 
fortune of Henry; prevailed. I do not find Who commanded the | 
confederate army, whether it was the biſhop himſelf, or prince 
John of Werle, who was ſaid to have been in the engagement. 
Honry uſed his victory with moderation; and hy the mediation 


* Accoolinges ſome hifforians, he wanted to lay a tax on the livings of fuck in- 
e as did not reſide in that country. This was called Weſpenloch. Fa 
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of Friends, a peace was concluded the next year. This peace 
was forwarded by the deceaſe of the turbulent biſhop l 
which happened this very year: he was ſueceeded by John Gans, 
provoſt of Verden, who being of a pacific diſpoſition, took 
was eſtabliſn- 
ed. Theſe. diſturbances thoroughly convinced Henry, how 
dangerous it is to quarrel with the clergy, who, on the 
other hand, were equally afraid of contending any longer with 
a prince of his firmneſs and intrepidity. Henry's laſt reſource 
in this emergency was, a loan on the mill in Gadebuſch, 
by which means, he obtained a conſiderable ſum of the 
Ciſtercian monks z but, though they had a ſecurity for their 
money, they advanced it with reluctance, and only as an expe- 
dient, as Crantzius: obſerves, to ſtop the mouth of the 
Lion * . P T 

Tun 8 between: Henry and Fa $/ hk is probably 
ſuppoſed to have occaſioned the quarrel which broke out this 
year, between this ſame prince and Burchard of Schrapelau, 
archbiſhop of Magdeburg. As we are not informed of thie par- 
ticulars of this affair, we can only conjecture, that the arch- 
biſhop had a mind to fiſh in troubled waters. However, we 
do not hear of any ill confequence of this diſpute, nor of ano- 
ther of a more important nature, which Henry happened to 
have about this time with the Pomeranian dukes,” Wratiſlaus 
of Wolgaſt, and Otho of Stettin, with regard to the ſucceſſion 
of Rugen. For at this very period, Witſlaus III. prince of Ru- 
gen, had made a teſtamentary diſpoſition of his dominions in 
favour of the duke of Wolgaſt, at which prince Henry, as 
al related to that prince, had great reaſon to be offended. 
"In the midſt of theſe diſturbances, Henry concluded a treaty 
of alliance with Magnus Schmeck, king of Sweden, which 
may be juſtly conſidered as a maſter-piece of policy. The te- 
nor of this. treaty was, to guarantee the crown of wells on 


the head of king Magnus, againſt the attempts of Denmark, in 


| © Crantzius, Chemnitz, Kirchberg, Corner, Latomus, Bechr, Kluver. 
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Pon 8 ankits! Was an exile a he kingdom. 
This wu a moſt prudent meaſure in our prince; who knew how 
| ry ſafety, by eſpouſing the cauſe of the victorious 
Por he had been formerly in allianct with that ſame 
king) * againſt Eric, the father of the preſent king Mag- 
nus which\Evic had been ſtarved to death in priſon 3 but now 
that the young king Magnus had attained to a hi gh degree of 

; by the wiſe adminiſtration of his 
kettelmondion, and Defimark was agitated with diviſions, in 
of the ill government of Chriftopher, who, more- 
— could not but look upon Mecklenburg with an evil eye, 


account of Roftock and Warnemunie ; Henry judged 


— — ſafeſt amid moſt advantagtous courſe, to join with Sweden. 


In hort, he conducted himſelf in ſueh 4 manner, with regard 


to the two kingdoms, as to be reſpectable t chem both, and 
to make them court his friendſhip and alliance :- this gave tiſe 


to the renunciation of Roſtock on the part of Denmark in 1323, 
only with the exception to the dominium eminens, which fig- 
nified; indeed; tran that _ A. 8 hoe without 


ger b en condhided, likewiſe, a ono: alli- 
ance with Gerard, count of Holſtein, by which he was involv- 


ed in u war that proved unſuoceſsſul, both to him and his ally. 
This Gerard was the fifth of that name, ſirnamed the 3 


of the line of Rendſburg, and highly celebrated in the Daniſh 


our prince Henry; nd; though near neighbours, they had al- 
ways lived upon the terms of harmony and friendſhip. This 


was 1 by a tteaty of allianoe, the chief de- 
- fign of which, on the part of Getard, was to reduce the Dit- 
marſians under his yoke, ho had erected themſelves into a 
kind of republic; What advantage was ſtipulated in favour of 
Henry, I do not find; at leaſt, he flattered himſelf with lau- 

rels, but was greatly diſappointed, Ditmarſh is a territory of 
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and Swediſh hiſtories. His character greatly reſembled that of 
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Anhalt, without iſſue. 
traordinary nature, and productive of conſequences, in which 
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South Jutland}: ſtuste on the German ocean, between the 
Elbe and the Eyder.” It kakles its name from the marſhes with 


which it abounds, in con of its flat ſituation near the 


mouth of the Elbe. The thhabiviats were à warlike people, 


who ſhook off the yoke of Holſtein towards 1150, and-preſery- 


ed their liberty near four centuries,” till they were ſubdued, 
at length, by 


Frederick II. king of Denmark in 15 59. 
The counts of Holſtein made ſeveral attempts to reduce 
them to reaſon, but all were ineffectual. Such was the 
iſſue of this expedition, among the reſt}! which proved moſt 
unfortunate to Gerard of Holſtein; the Ditmarſians ſtood up 
bravely in defence of their liberties; againſt two of the et 
age. The allied army was repulſed with con- 
fiderable loſs; count Wanſtorp was among the lain, n — 
rard was obliged ts defift from his attempt x. | 
- Henxy, upon his return from this Fi WOO or, at leaſt; 
grant of the town and diſtrict of 
fee to the count of Schwerin. Upon what conſi- 


however, is certain, it did not long continue in the hands of 


the counts of Schwerin, but reverted wager after” to nt mar- 
quiſſes of Brandenburg T. 2110; 14 


Tax year following happened a great eee in 1 Aer. 
torate, occaſioned by the death of the laſt elector of the houſe of 
As this was an affair of a moſt ex- 


moſt of the princes of the empire, and particularly thoſe of the 


houſe of Mecklenburg, were intimately concerned, it will be 
proper to enter more minutely into circumſtances. 
ſtruggle between Lewis of Bavaria; and Frederick of Auſtria, 

about the imperial dignity, Waldemar II. elector and mar- 
grive of Brandenburg, having no children, thought proper to 
undertake a pilgrimage to the Holy-land, and left his domi- 
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nions dee! brother Fob oha; who 41 without iflue, W 
| s departure. Several  collate- 

eſſion, ſuch as, the duke of 
Saxony, -the En of eee and the prince of An- 
halt, all deſcended. from Albert, the Bear. But the emperor, 
without waiting for any account of Waldemar 8 death, confer- 


red this electorate upon his own ſon Lewis of Bavaria, firnamed 


the Ancient, as a vacant fief reverted to the empire. At the 


ſame time, he concluded a treaty with Barnim, duke of Pome- 
rania, mentioning, that upon the extinction of the ducal fami- 
ly, the electors of Brandenburg ſhould ſucceed to the dukedom 
of Pomerania. This treaty was confirmed i in 1499 and L571. 

The, houſe of Pomerania becoming extinct in 1637, the electors 
of Brandenburg inherited the further Pomerania, and were in- 
demnified for the other part, (which was yielded to the Swedes) 
by the ceſſion of the duchy of Magdeburg, and ſome other 
— Lewis the Ancient was ſucceeded by his bro- 
ther Lewis the Roman in 1 351, and. the latter by his brother 


Otho i in 1366. Otho ſold it for two hundred thouſand florins 


to the emperor Charles IV. in 1373, who, that ſame year, in- 
veſted his ſecond ſon Sigiſmund with this electorate. Sigiſmund 
was afterwards raiſed to the imperial throne, and conferred it 
in 1415 on Frederick of Hohenzollern, burgrave of Nuren- 


berg, partly in conſideration of a ſum of money, and partly to 


reward his faithful ſervices. From that Frederick of Hohen- 
zollern is deſcended the preſent king of - Pruſſia. To return 
to the branch of Anhalt: we cannot help-mentioning a remark 
of Crantzius, on.the death of the laſt elector of that line; that 
not many years before, there were no fewer than nineteen 
princes of this branch living, and yet it became ſuddenly. ex- 
tinct. 80 frail and uncertain is all human grandeur *! ! 
SCARCE had Lewis the Ancient taken poſſeſſian of the elec- 
torate of Brandenburg. when he began to revive the old preten- 
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"EP? . E 


n n % O Boot 


biemſelf that his father's name would ftrike a/terror into Henry; 
but our Lion was not fo eaſily intimidated. All hopes of ac- 
commodation vaniſhing, both 1 for war, and troops 
| were raiſed with the utmoſt expedition The two armies met 
at a little town called Granzoi, on hy borders ef the electo- 
rate; where a battle was fought with the utmoſt . 
and for a long time with dubious ſucceſs. At length, 
victory declared itfelf on the fide of Henry, and the Bran. 
denburghers were obliged to quit the field. The num- 
ber of killed, wounded, and prifoners, was very confiderable. 
SY the captives on the elector's fide were, the counts of 
| Regenſtein and Mansfeld: the elector + himſelf had the ill 
luck in the beginning of the action, to be taken by the enemy; 
and the good fortune again to be reſcued by the extraordinary 
efforts of ſome of his beft troops. On the other hand, John, 
count of Holſtein, who had joined Henry the Lion with à body 
of auxifiaries, felt into the hands of the . — of ers, 
by whom he was detained in captivity three years. Neither 
was he releaſed, at length, but upon condition of eſpouſing 
Catharine, the widow of John, the laſt marquis of Branden- 
burg; and the portion ſhe brought with her, was the ſetting 
her hufband at liberty. As the lady was young and beautiful, the 
condition did not at all ſeem hard; many would have confider- 
ed themſelves as extremely fortunate by fuch a diſaſter, and would 

| Have fancied they had gained a prize by forfeiting their Hiberty. 
By the loſs of this battle, the elector of Brandenburg was 
fo diſheartened, that he entered into a negotiation with Henry, 
and a peace was concluded, upon the terms of uti poſſidetis. 
At length, /a final accommodation was made in 132 5, by 
which the elector ſolemnly renounced- all pretenfions to the 
diftricts or territories which Henry poſſeſſed in that electorate, 
and in which Stargard was included, in conſideration of the 
ſum, 1 abt! thouſand marks of filver v. | 5 25 


£ + This {hem 06. be a miſtake, forthe ctr ws thn bur geen years of age: 
N we have adopted the common accounts of dat iranſaCion N | 
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Tuts fame year Henry hid che pleaſure of finithing the convent 


vines; which he 2 begun to build in 1319. It is thought 
by forme; that He haſtened this foundation in order to be recon- 
eile te che clergy, while diſpleafure he muſt have greatly in- 
curten by the battle of Fredericks-dorff. And, perhaps, this 
s d condition of his abſolution. 


this account with John Gans, bithop of Schwerin. This pood 
"prefate refuſed to confecrate the church, becauſe Henry had 


Vet it is ſomething very 
"extraordinary, that he ſhould embroil himſelf in a quarrel on 


1 
- 


1323. 
Convent of 
Ribnitz 


founded. 


Favoured it Wich too many privileges, which the biſhop con- 


Aidered as prejudicial to the ſee of Schwerin. But, at Tengeh, 
; "he, was obliged to comply with an order from the pope v. 
"Henxy crowned the ſucceſs of this year by a negotiation with 
Chitiftopher, king of Denmark, againſt whom be had ſeveral 
claims and demands, for the Friday done to that northern 
crown. In order to fettle all differences, and likewiſe to make 


- a compenſation for various damages, the king refigned to Hen- 


ry all his right and title to the city of Roftock, and its depend- 
ent territory. This was a confiderable acquiſition to Henry, 
who had the good fortune of recovering from a powerful mo- 
narch, one of the chief principalities belonging to his family. 
CnRISTo HER having ſettled this affair, ſet fail for Germany, 
with a ſtrong fquadron, in order to have an interview with the 
4 Lewis, the Bavarian, who propoſed marrying his ſon 
to che princeſs of Denmark. The fleet faited up the Trave, 
and the king pitched his camp at a place called Denſchburg, 
where he waited ſome time for the emperor's arrival. But 
finding himſelf diſappointed of the interview, the emperor be- 
ing prevented by other buſineſs of greater importance, he reim- 
barked for Denmark, without Wee to viſit the city of 


* n Metrop. Buckholtz. See alſo in Weſtphal. tom. = the biſtory of 
this convent, written by Lambert Schlaggert, and brought down to the year 1539. 
The letters of the foundation of this convent are loft, and al} we know further of this 
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The king of 


Denmark re- 
ſigns Roſ- 
tock to Hen 
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walls. Whether this proceeded from his reflecting, with re- 


Henry fa - 
vours the 
town of Roſ- 
tock. 


who were found to be of ſo ſeditious a diſpoſition, as to requir 
ſome curb to bridle their inſolence. As ſoon as the e 


joy, went all to work, and razed the fort, much quicker than 
it was erected, leaving only one tower TOES: to ſerve for a 
light-houſe to mariners 1x. 


Denmark, or from ſome other cauſe, we are not informed ; 3 it 


when he came to Germany again,” to celebrate his tus ghter $ 


putation to the latter, in order to congratulate him upon ſo 


| and unexpected s with N eee new e 


in other terms, that he ſold the fort of Warnemunde to the city of Roſtock. 


7. K EB 44-8 x6 R * eee 
Lubeck though he had been encamped· a8 it were, under its 


gret, that this fine city formerly belonged to the crown of 


is certain, however, that he was not ſo delicate the next year, 


nuptials “. 

Tun eitizens of Roſtock being informed of the late: Gan- 
tion, between the king of Denmark and Henry the Lion, with 
regard to the ſovereignty of their town and territory; ſent a de- 


important an event. At the ſame time they petitioned,, in the 
moſt humble manner, that he would grant them leave to demo- 
liſh the fort, which Eric, king of Denmark, had erected: at 
the mouth of the Warnow. Henry, willing to conciliate the 
affections of his new ſuhjects, and, perhaps, not reflecting on 
the conſequences, acquieſced in their demand, upon condition, 
however, of their paying him a very conſiderable ſum of mo- 
ney 1. This, perhaps, was his chief inducement; for the 
many wars and expeditions in which he had been ſo often en- 
gaged, had covered him, indeed, with glory, but drained him, 
as long wars will drain every ſtate, of money. However, his poſte 

rity had reaſon to repent this indulgence to the citizens of * 


permiſſion was obtained, the Roſtockers, in a tranſport of 


Uro this occaſion, thoſe ſame people had a very diſagreeable 
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schwerin. 4 In demoliſhing the fortreſs of Warnemunde, they 
happened to pull down an old unfrequented church, as an uſe- 


_— ding. + The biſhop of Schwerin exclaimed againſt this 


4 proceeding. . ag contrary to the immunities. of the church; 


and, upon. their refuſing to make ſatisfaction, he excommu- 


nicated the city of Roſtock. The .. quarrel proceeded .no 


| farther, for the prince of Mecklenburg interpoſing, the citi- 
Zens rebuilt che reh and the biſhop. removed the excommu- 
cation. 21193 

Tux year following, Henry was Javitad th Cheitioher, kids 
of Denmark, to Lubeck, in order to aſſiſt at the nuptials of his 
daughter, with Lewis, ſon. of the. marquis of Brandenburg. 
The ceremony was performed with the utmoſt magnificence, a 
great concourſe of nobility and princes having flocked from all 
parts to partake of the rejoicings. The young prince, then only 
fifteen years old, was conducted to this city by Berthold, 


count of Henneberg, who. had. the care of his education. In 


the midſt. of the feſtivity, the Daniſh king, whether of his 
own accord, or. at the inſtigation of the count, is uncertain, 
gave notice to Henry, that he ſhould be glad to confer with 
him in private about buſineſs of conſequence. Henry, not ſuſ- 
pecting any deſign, waited upon the king, according to his deſire, 


and was much ſurprized at the nature of the buſineſs. Chriſtopher 
complained, that Henry had wreſted, at different times, ſeveral 
diſtricts of lands from his ſon-in-law, the marquis ; he declared 
nevertheleſs that he would not, at that time, diſpute the juſtice 
of thoſe acquiſitions, or the right of the claimant, but would 
recommend compromiſing the matter, by Henry's accepting a 
ſum of money in ſatisfaction for all his demands, and delivering 
up the above-mentioned diſtricts, either into the margrave's, 
or the king's poſſeſſion. Henry, aſtoniſhed at the. propoſal, 

and reflecting, that it would be dangerous to give a flat denial 
to a prince who could compel him, now that he had him in his 
power; with extraordinary preſence of mind made anſwer, that 


he would take one night to conſider of it, and made no doubt 


He „ pro- 
dent beha- 
viour at that 
interview. 


but t they ſhould agree about the matter, as it did not ſeem to | 
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1324. 


Differences 


about the 


ſucceſſion of 


Rugen. 
1325. 


War on the 
ſame ac- 
en 


with the pro 


ready for failing that very night, being reſolved to return im- 


ing, ks conſented t6 reſign the conteſted lands, in Confderation 
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T/HE HYSTO KY: Book, 
king fecmed. to be pleaſed, as much as Henry was, diſpleaſed 


poſal.; but as ſoon as he withdrew td his apart- 
ment, he ſent for his ſervants, and grdered them to get à veſſel 


mediately to his oWfi dominions. His orders were obeyed, and 
by the next morhing he was out of Chriſtopher's power. Hen- 
ry's behaviour, on this becafen; may be charged with infince- 
rity ; but whether it was not juſtifiable to act thus with a 
prince who had drawÿ Hihi 1916's fnaf6;. undef à pretext of 


fklriendchip, let abler caſitifts determine: The Wait; however, 
Was attended with ne bad conſequeties ; for the bunt Bf Hens 


neberg, upon his return frofi DeattiarR, propoſed an interview 
with Henry, in order t6 ſextle the abeve difference: Henry 
agreed to the propelat, and; after fome time Ipent itt negotiate 


of thirty thouſand marks. At the fame time, Was gned a 
treaty of Friendſhips and athity between the two princes, and all 
animoſities were to be buried in ebliviox ®, A 
Tuxss affairs being ſettled; Henty coneluded a treaty of 
alliance with the dukes of Pomerania, the particulars of which 


are not mentioned in hiſtory, It is remarkable for having bern 


à very ſhort- lived treaty ; for the enhſuing year he went tb wir 
path thoſe princcs, and with Witzlaus, prince of Rugen, of 
the ſame account as he had quartelfed with them before in 
1322, namely, the ſettlement of the principality of Rugen, in 
favour of the dukes of Pomerania. Henry wanted an alteration 


in the will, as he had equal pretenfions to that principality, 


being of the ſame family. This was the teal motive of the war 
of Rügen, which broke out this year with unuſual violence. 
Wertiflaus, duke of Stettin, Having made tneurflons into the 
country of Mecklenburg, prince Henry, with a reinforcement 
from the counts of Holſtein, marched againſt the enemy, and 


_ - thence he led his forces againſt the duke of Stettm, and com- 


d ennuins. 1 ted - 
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e I erride upon his frontier. At this very time, roflect- 
ing mat ehe fortreſs of Wredenhagen, of which he had been 
forietime in poſſeſſion,” greatly ſuited the conveniency of his 
couſin John, prince of Werle, he reſtored" it to him again, in 


aation of effecting a reconciliation between the two 


branches. His 1 Wis wer intended,” but he certainly 
mülled bis Ann Nn 


Hrunr's precaution of deny fortreſſes on 15 own frontier, 


owt 'neceffary for ſelf:difence, '' gave umbrage to ſeveral 


neighbouring princes. The'prince of Rugen took an opportu- 
nity to inflame the minds of thoſe ſtates, by repreſenting Henry 
as 4 perſon, whoſe ambition threatened the ſecurity of all his 
neighbours; In particular, he complained of a fortreſs which the 
; 5 — of Mecklenburg had erected on the borders of Ribenitz, as 
an open violation of the friendſhip ſubſiſting between the two pow- 
rs. The prince alledged, that he had done nothing repugnant to 
wech and that his intention was only to protect his ſubjects from 
the incurſions of banditti, who infeſted the frontiers. Witzlaus 
not only erected another fortreſs oppoſite to that built by Hen- 
ry, but was fo ſucceſsful in his repreſentations to the neighbour- 
ing ſtates, as to occafion a confederacy to pull down the prince of 
Mecklenburg. This league had been conducted with great ſecre- 


led Him te ſue for peace, and ſubmit to the building of the | 


cy, till the confederates were ready to take the field; then they 


fell like a ſtorm on Henry's dominions. This prince being un- 


prepared for ſo ſudden an attack, was ry. 75 at firſt to give 


way to the impetuofity of the enemy. But the ſtorm ſoon blew ) 


over; upon the approach of winter, the confederates ſepa- 
rated their troops, and retired to their reſpective countries. 


Henry then aſſembling his 'army, determined to retaliate on 


the enemy, the miſchief they had done to his ſubjects. This 
he found eaſy to effect, before the allies had time to reunite their 
forces, and to act againſt him with ſuperior numbers. But he 


had the particular ſatisfaction of rayaging the dominions of 


John of Werle, in . for his unnatural alliance and baſe 
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13285. 


War for the 


ſucceſſion of 
Rugen, 


1326, 


Troubles in 


Denmar k, 


i 


rin, under a very extraordinary 


hopes, and interrupted the courſe of his c 


den * 01 15 ro * * e 
Done hefe conmmotions, Witzlaus, prince ef Rugen, ded 
en ine; and the different pretenders: to that 'fiicceion, 


| Henry of Mecklenburg, John of Werle, and the duke of Stet- 
din, marched ãnto thay country, and poſſoſſed themfelves of ſe- 


veral places. Prince Henry condluded a ry of alliance on 


this occaſion with | Chriſtopher, king af Denmark; Who 


having fome pretenſions to Rugen, Was as woch dupleaſ- 
ed as Henry, with the late diſpoſition of Witzlaus. One of the 
pretenders to this ſucceſſion, was John Gans, biſhop of Schwe- 
pretence, that the ,pringipality 
of Rugen was a fief on his ſee. Henry made him- 
ſelf maſter of Bart, Tribbus, and Grim, and promiſed himſelf 
farther ſucceſſes. from the Daniſh ſuceours, which were daily 

expected; When a revolution in Denmark defeated his ben 


onqueſts. 
CuxisrornhEx the ſecond, in order toſupport the war, in which 


he was about to engage for the ſucceſſion of Rugen, renewed the 


heavy tax, called the plog 


pennig, which gave a general diſ- 


content to his ſubjects. The clergy being at the fame time 
offended for his attempting to infringe their privileges, and the 


nobility for his aiming, as they ſaid, at arbitrary power; a de- 


ſertion of all orders enſued, and the king was obliged to abdi- 
cate the throne. Having ſecured a good part of his treaſure, 
he retired to Germany, accompanied by his ſans Waldemar 
and Otho. The malecontents raiſed Waldemar, duke of Sleſ- 
wick, who was then only twelve years of age, to the throne, 


and reſolved to exclude Chriſtopher, and his poſterity for ever 
from the ſucceſſion. But Chriſtopher had taken proper mea- 
ſures for recovering his right, by ' engaging - ſeveral, princes 
of Germany, and even the emperor himſelf, | to take up 
arms in his behalf: he proniiſed them all conſiderable 


lands and poſſeſſions in Denmark, as a reward for their 
aſſiſtance. In particular, he entered into a treaty. with the 


prince of Mecklenburg, by which the latter was to join him 
with a body ef troops, and in return, was to have the iflands of 
Laland, F _ Moen, and- a ir i article muſt 
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wens been laßt a ſeererframiheduke of Pomerania; are, a 
wWeld as Johniof Wore, ſuſpondod their quarrels with Henry the 
Lion, and they all joined in this expedition with one accord. 
__ Ons rornza, aſſiſted by theſe forces, ſailed with a confi- 
derabls fleet to Laland and Fulſter, yan 
4 At the ſame time he publiſhed a proclamation, Fg 
Inviting his eb ede, by a es pardon, to return 20 cheir duty. | 
This had a proper effe& on the Danes, who were tired of their 
new government, the previnces of the kingdom being now 
and fold, like merchandize, by the nobility and counts 
_ of Holten. This paved the way for the reſtoration, upon 
conditions, however, extremely onetous to the orown, as al- 
moſt all the lands belonging to the King's demeſne were mort- 
-gaged to the principal - nobility, In particular, the carl of 
Wagria, Canute Porſius, and the archbiſhop of Lunden, ob- 
tained eonſiderable poſſeſſions. Zut the prince of Mecklenburg, 
notwithſtanding a ſtipulation in his favour, in the very treaty 
by which the king recovered his crown, was egregiouſly diſ- 
appointed ; for he died not long after, and the promiſe which 
had been made him of Falter, Laland, and Moen, was 
broke as having been made by a a king in diſtreſs, and, 
conſequently, extorted merely by neceſſity. Such was the 5 
gratitude of the Daniſh monarch! Henry, upon his return Henry dif- 
from Denmark, revived his pretenſions to Rugen, and even 1 
renewed hoſtilities againſt the duke of Pomerania: yet this 
quarrel. was not of long continuance ; for this fame year 
he figned a treaty with the duke, by which he gave up his 
right and pretenſions to Rugen, for the ſum of thrty-one. 
thouſand marks of filver ®% L] — 
Henzy was the morc difpoſed to this peace, als health he 1329. 
gan to decline, and che approach of old age made him think of ach ud ng 
preparing for his latter end. Add to this, his children were vill. 
very young, ſo that he was unwilling their minority ſhould 
be endangered by the tumults of war. Finding his diſſolu- 
thn approaching, he behaved, in that laſt awful ſcene, with 
_ -* Crantzius, Alard. reb. Nordalbing. Nirehberg, Enewald Chron. Holſt. Pe- 4 
| n Chron. Hall Bangert, _ Pontan, Becks. 4 


1329. 


Henry's” 
death and 
character. 


determine. It is ſaid, that prince John II. of Werle, as 
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other part bf his life, ; and anade ſuch diſpoſitions as he thought 


neceſſary for the Welfare 2 his family. The guardianſhip 
of his two ſons he intruſted to the mzgiſtrates of Roſtock 


_ and Wiſmar, as a mark of confidence in thoſe cities, by Which 


he hoped to ſecure theit loyalty and allegiance to the young prin- 
ces. Another piece of policy in this meaſure was, to prevent 
any foreign power from acquiring any control or inſpection over 
his dominions. But whether he was not partly, miſtaken. in his 
politics, in furniſhing thoſe cities with an opportunity to enlarge 
their immunities and privileges, I will not take upon me to 
the eldeſt 
prings of the family, was not at all pleaſed with this diſpoſition. 

- ACTUATED: by the religion of the times, he made ſome pious 


| donations 2 particularly to the convent of Dobberan, where he 


ordered his body to be interred, he bequeathed, a beautiful 
necklace, worth four hundred marks of ſilver, with his brace- 
let, valued at one hundred marks. And being deſirous to eaſe 
the poor, to whom he had been always an indulgent father, he 


ordered the tax upon the indigent peaſants, called the Canum 


fruges, to be aboliſhed. Having made theſe preparations for 
death, he, with compoſure, waited, its W., wee Which hap- 
5 in the year 7329. #18345 Binh bibs. 1p EXE? j-.. 

\- Favs died, with the ſame fortitude:s as he had lived, Henry 
the Lion, one of the greateſt: heroes of the, illuſtrious houſe of 


Mecklenburg. He reigned nine- and- twenty years, | during 


which time he juſtly acquired the reputation of an able general, 


a conſummate ſtateſman, and, withal, a good chriſtian, and 


the father of his country. His virtues were free from every 


tincture of the oppoſite vices; he was brave without temerity, 


liberal without prodigality, juſt without ſeverity, devout. with- 


out bigotry; in ſhort, his character ſhines | moſt conſpicuous in 


the annals of Mecklenburg, and muſt ever endear his name to 


poſterity. No prince was ever mort reſpected by his neigh- 


bours, for he had no enemies but ſuch as were jealous of his 
A. is A* was 2 ene * a Reet 
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and he . his late e hr en cots - + ee 
uw or injuſtice.” In all his tranſactions, he appears to have | | 
ited as an independent prince, never acknowledging any feu- 
dal ſubjection, nn * che ee De en ee ee 
of Roſtock. 
Hs Was Uhicice Wee 15 his fiſt witecens Beagabr, 8 e 
of Albert, margrave of Brandenburg, of the line of Anhalt, by ie. 222 5 
whom he had only one daughter, named Matilda, who was mar- 5 
ried to wee duke of Brunſwick-Luneburg: We have taken 5 
notice} that his wife Beatrix brought him the principality of * 
Stargard for ker portion; but as he was obliged-to recover it by 
force of arms, and afterwards to pay a pecuniary conſideration 
for it, he did not leave it to his daughter Matilda, but incorpo- 
rated it with his other dominions. ne tank in 1 306. and 
was: interred at Wiſmar. 2 . ; 
His ſecond wife was Anke of hon . {WA oi of Albert | | | 
II. duke of Saxony, of the Aſeanian line, and ſiſter of Rudolph 
I. By this princeſs he had three ſons, Albert I. and John III. 
who fucceeded him, and Henry IV. who died young. He had 
alſo by this ſame marriage four daughters, Anna, married to 
Henry the Iron, count of Holſtein; Agnes, married to Nicho- 
las VIII. prince of Werle; ee, abbeſs of Ribnitz; png 
Anaſtaſia, who died young T. 
His third wife was Agnes, une of Reppin: end Ligdau, 
and widow of Witzlaus, prince of Rugen. Henry buried his 
ſecond wife in 1426, and eſpouſed this his third wife ſoon after, 
viz. in 1327. She ſurvived our Henry, but did not increaſe 
the family of ere ee her nn e ſoon after, viz. 


in 1339 & - It jt f 


„This pricdls 3 is, without any ' foundation kaid to hare been a vier of a 
landgrave of Thuringia. 
The time of theſe princes . is aicult to e yet it ſeems, that Al- 
bert, the eldeſt, was born before 313 . ve find him inaicond in- ge 
ment that year in Weſtphal's Diplomat. tom. 4. 1 | SORTED : 
3 Cranizius, Corner, Marſhal, Chemmitz, Jams Kirchberg, Berks Kluver 
Hubner, Buckholtz. 0 e 1 key 


CHAP. 


1 u 1 1 6 1 ok 5 n. 


* * 9 ” 


id 4 1 inn en 7 0 * + 78 f : f 
AS 2 MASS SIE as | 


6! 1. ; 770 $4 es 


Yo te u finer be dates . 


PORE we proceed in the hiſtary af chant of 
this illuſtrious houſe, it will not be. improper to give 
ſome #ecount of the younger branches deſcended from Henry 
Burevimis II. ut as theſe branches were foon extinct, 
and the tranſactions of the reſpeCtive princes, belonging to each 
of them, contain nothing very intereſting to the reader, we 
ne nenne and 
inen to reſume the main thread of the hiſtory. 
Ix the ſixth chapter of this book, p. 83. we have when no- 
tice, that Henry Burevinus II. left A ſons, who divided their 
| father's dominion» among them. John the clder, firnamed the 
Theologiam, from whom the preſent ferenc houſe is deſcended, 
had the principality of Mecklenburg, and formed the line of 
that name; The ſeeond brother, Niclot, formed the line of Werle 
or Wenden. The third brother, Henry Burevinus III. formed 
the line of Roſtock: and the fourth brother, Pribiſlaus, that 
of Parchim. As the two younger branches of Parchim and 
Roſtock were ſoon extinct, we ſhalt begin with them, and then 
ee ns of N wanne Werle or 
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IN the partition of 1237, the younger brother, Pribiſlaus In. 

received for his ſhare the territories of Parchim, Sternberg, 
and Reichenberg, of which he ſoon took poſſeſſian. He began 
Wis adevimiſtration with on the buildings of the town 
of Plawe, which had been undertaken in 1235, by the joint 
efforts of all the brothers. The next en we find him 
concerned i in, was mu Tug" of the town of Goldberg, an 


1 N | CY event 


. o vn N DALLAS. 

event which happened in 1248. A prince of fo miblics ſpicks, 
ſeemed:likely to have a happy reign; ar eg vn with the 
church involved him in great troubles ; and er e ws 
a tho-rauſe'of Irie Loing firipped of this dominibne.-+; 

 Ruvpozren I. biſhop of Schwerin, eee eee A 
tne, which was extremely diſagreeable' to Pribi- 
aus. He therefore determined to obftruc the work, by pul- 
_ ling down, in che night, what had been erected in the day, in 
hopes dhe biſhop would be diſcouraged by fo ſtrenuous 
an oppofition. But the prolate perſiſted in his purpoſe. 
Pribiſlaus. finding bis paſt endeavours äneffectual, took 
another meaſure; and one day when Ruddlph happened to 
paſs through his diſtrict, he ſeized his perſon, and kept him in 
cloſe confinement, till a conſiderable ſum of money was paid 
for his ranſom. The biſhop watched an oppertunity of making 
repridals ; and, by means of his ſteward, whoſe name was We- 
Jekind of Walſleben, was ſo fortunate as to ſuzprize Pribiſlaus, 
and talee him priſoner. It was now the biſhop's turn to demand 
a ranſom, which he did with all the ſpirit of reſentment. Pri- 
biſlaus, being unable to advance ſo large a ſum as the avaricious 
prelate demanded, was obliged to ſell moſt of his lands to his 
own brothers, in order to raiſe the money. This was tranſacted in 
1257; in which year he alſo mortgaged the town of Parchim to 
 Gunzelin HI. count of Schwerin, to raiſe part of the ranſom. 
But the counts of Schwerin were not long poſſeſſed of this 
mortgage, for the town ſoon devolved to the branch of Werle. 
By this unhappy adventure, Pribiſlaus found himſelf ſtripped of 
his paternal-eſtate, and was reduced to retire to Pomerania, where 
he was ſupported hy the duke of that name, whoſe daughter 


had been married to his log Fribillan IV. and died in diſ- 
treſſed circumſtances i in 1262. 


Tuis unhappy prince is accuſed of having apoſtatized from the 
Chriſtian religion, to embrace the idolatrous worſhip of the Ve- 


nedi. But the charge is very improbable, and founded, merely, on 


His . had the i * of a naked n in his thinld, er cant 
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ein Some think that this virgin was the goddeſs; Siva, 
and others; that it was the virgin Mary; to whom he paid * 
vine honours. But arguments taken from armorial enſigns are 
very precarious; for the figures in their ſhields were quite arbi- 
traty, as appears from the ſeals and arms in Weſtphal's third 
and fourth Vol. where thoſe of Pribiſlaus are alſo extant. Pri- 
biſlaus ſeems rather to have been a Whimſical prince, Who aim- 
ed at ſomething fingular in his coat of arms, but does not ap- 
pear to have had any thoughts of embracing the errors of Pa- 
ganiſm. It is certain, that before he quatrelled with the bi- 
| 2. he was very generous to the monks ; and that, at his 
death, he profeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian, Had he, at any time 
of his life, been really a heathen, this would have ſhewn, that 
the idolatry of the Voriedi was not ſo thoroughly extirpated, as 
is commonly pretended ; otherwiſe, thoſe rites could hardly 
have been known to Pribiſlaus, who was educated a Chriſtian, 
and who durſt not have ventured to introduce a religion univer- 
ſally condemned and exploded by his country. It is more agree- 
able to probability, that the ground of this accuſation was the 
quarrel which Pribiflaus had maintained with the biſhop, and 
his withholding the tithes from that-prelate, Re, in | thoſe 
- days, was a greater crime than idolatry itſelf. : 
"Hrs only ſon was Pribiflaus IV. who fiſecveded to no part of 
his father's inheritance, but continued to live in the fame ſtate 
of obſcurity in Pomerania. He married the daughter of Miſtevi- 

nus, duke of Pomerania, named Tribſlava, with whom he had 
the town of Bolgard for her fortune, which was all the ſupport 
of the father and ſon; He died in very indigent circumſtances 
in 1235, and luckily left no offspring, except an only daugh- 


ter, named Margaret, who was brought up by the count of 1 
Schwerin. But what became of. oth 9 we. and no l 
Where mentioned #, why 13055 aus | FF n 10 TRitoih R 
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| 7 H 5 Þ third fot of Henry Burevinus II. was Henry Miu 
prince whoſe whole ſtudy ſeemed to have been directed to the 
improvement of his country, and the happineſs of his people. 


But he Had a particular affection for the town of Roſtock, to 


which hie granted many privileges. In 1252, he fold to the 
inhabitants the right and liberty of the chace, and ten years 
after, he favoured the city with the privilege of having magiſ- 
trates of its own, for the adminiſtration of juſtice. In 1244, 
he founded the town of Caland, or Kahlden, which, after the 

building of Nienkahlden, went by the name of Oldenkahlden, 
and is now a ſmall village. He likewiſe erected ſeveral other 


ſtructures, as well for ſecular as religious uſes. His diſpoſition - 


was extremely pacific, which prevented his concerning himſelf 
in any foreign broils, except in the war between Eric V. of 


Denmark, and his brother Abel. He loſt his ſight ſome time 
before he died, which cauſed him to be neglected, and even treat- 
ed with roughneſs and brutality by two of his ſons, Eric and Henry. 


He was twice married, 1. To Sophia, a princeſs of Sweden, by 


whom he had a ſon named John, who died young. 2. To Mar- 
garet, daughter of Eric, king of Denmark, by whom he had 


three ſons, Waldemar, and the above-mentioned Eric and 


Henry. The two latter had no ſhare i in the adminiſtration, and 
both died without iſſue. The old prince reſigned the government, 
at length, to his ſon Waldemar, and departed this life in 1277. 
He was interred at Dobberan, in the family monument. 
HENRY Burevinus III. was ſucceeded by his ſon Waldemar, a 

prince of a very mild diſpoſition, who employed his whole time in 
promoting the arts of peace, and the welfare of his ſubjects. In the 
very beginning of his adminiſtration, he reſigned to the town of 


Roſtock the piece of ground on which his father had an inten- 


tion of building a caſtle; and he enlarged the freedom of that 


city ſo far, as to grant a privilege, that no fortreſs ſhould ever 


be erected on that ſpot. His aunt . queen * 
8 Vor. II. e 


III. to whoſe ſhare fell the lordſhip of Roſtock. He was a 15 


1262. 
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of Denmark, had ſo great an opinion of his prudence and. vir- 
tue, that ſhe retitet to Roftock, in order to ſpend the remain- 


der of her days with her nephew. This princeſs was xy 


Shwartha Grete, or Spring 
and mother of Eric VII. nat of Denmark. Happehing to be in 

great danger in @ ſtorm at ſea, ſhe had made a vow of bui 

a monaſtery at Roſtock, which ſhe accordingly and 

it was, called by the name of the Holy Croſs. Waldemar, and 

his aunt 1 both died at Roftock the ſame. year, and 

were interred at Dobberan, in the monument belonging to the 


family. 


of Helkein, by whom he had an only ſon, Niclotus, or Ni- 
cholas, . Puer, or the Boy. _ 
NicnoL As Puer ſucceeded his father in the lordſhip of Rol- 


2 — 5 


' Gderable time under the guardi 
burg and Werle; as "Ui, from - weakneſs. of his conduct 


Jun 


in nothing more, than in wavering ſo long about the choice of 
a wife, by which means he involved bimtelf 3 in great difficulty 
and trouble. For of three that were propoſed 80 him, one a 
daugh 
Agnes, daughter of Albert III. 
ſiſter of een the wife of Henry, the Lion of Mecklenburg ; 
and the third named Margaret, daughter of Bogiſlaus IV. duke 
of Pomerania; he preferred the latter, which he had afterwards 
great reaſon to repent. His imprudence appeared <hiefly in court- 
- ing thoſe three 
fion of 1 1 to the relations of the two that were rejected. 
The margraves of Brandenburg expreſſed the ſtrongeſt reſent- 
ment, by declaring war againſt a prince, who had done them no 
other, injury, but that of refuſing to marry their relation. The 
war proved very unfortunate to Nicholas; fo that, in the iſſue, 
being no longer able to withſtand the power of the margr | 
he conſented to become tributary to Brandenburg. Bat this 
fituation was not of long by ane for HOI was 


* 
Px 
*. 


heſe, the % an of Chriſtopher 1. 


performed, and 
Waldemat had married Agnes, daughter of the count 


He was firnamed the Boy, from his having lived a con- 
anhip of his couſins of Mecklen- 


the whole. time of his adminiſtration. This he ſhewed 


ter of the count of Ruppin and Lindau; another named 
margrave of Brandenburg, and 


princeſſes all at the ſame time, Which gave occa- 
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aves, 
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| nerds üfhanbed of that tribute/and therefore determined 60. 
| oh more honourable ſervitude, by putting himſelf under the 
| protection of the crown of Denmark. The town of Roſtock 
made its ſubmiſſion at the ſame time to the Daniſh king; and ac- 
knowledged him for her ſovereign- This tranſaction happened 
in 1300, and. was owing to the advice of ſeveral of the nobility, 
and particularly of the two brothers of the family of Molcke, 
yho, with/the reſt of the ſenate, had the intire government of 
tis weak prince. Their intention was, to prevent the town of 
Roſtock, after the death of Nicholas without iſſue male, from 
deyolving te Henry the Lion of Mecklenburg, of whoſe ape 
rior abilities they were greatly jealous, _ 
And here again prince Nicholas ſhewed himſelf extremely 
weak; for, after he had yielded homage to Eric, king of Den- 
mark, he changed his mind without any juſt cauſe, and took up 
arms | that prince; a ſtep which proved fatal to him — 
to his ſubjects. He applied for aſſiſtance to his kinſmen, Henry 
the Lion of Mecklenburg, and Nicholas of Werle, but it was then 
too late. The' town of Roſtock in 1.300, paid homage to the crown 
bf Denmark, as hath been above-mentioned. This was a moſt 
agrecable event to the Daniſh king, who, in conſequence there- 
of, granted the city very conſiderable privileges in favour of 
ite commerce. But whether it be that king Eric did not 
obſerve; the conditions under which the Roſtockers had ſub- 
mitted to his crawn, of which we find no mention; or whe- 
ther luxury and riches had rendered the citizens wanton, they 
 difobeyed that prince's orders in £310, by aſſiſting the city of 
Wiſmar in its. "ccbellion againſt Henry the Lion of Mecklen- 
burg. About the ſame time, they refuſed to admit king Eric 
into che town, which, indeed, was renouncing all ſubjection to 
that prince. The conſequences of that revolt, have been al- 
ready related at large , in the reign of Henry the Lion. As for 
Nicholas, he was fo grieved at the behaviour of the Roſtock- 
ers, that be was taken ill in 1314, and died of chagrin, 
1 an only er Reine Hin er e who 5 
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was married to Chriſtian, count of Oldenburg. For want of 


iſſue male, his eee fall * 18 6 0 prince of 
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r 


N. © HOL As IV. Was the ſecond ſon of Henry us 


II. and had, for his ſhare, the principality of Wenden, the 


only part of the whole country that has preſerved the name of 


the ancient inhabitants. This principality, in the beginning, 
conſiſted only of that portion' thereof which lies to the eaſt, but 
was enlarged by Nicholas, upon paying his brother Pribiſlaus's 
ranſom, whereby he acquired the towns of Plaue and Gold- 
berg. Parchim, which then went to the counts of Schwerin, 


devolved ſoon after to this line-of Werle. He fixed his reſidence 


at Guſtrow ; but, on account of the great town of Werle, which 


had formerly ſtood in that neighbourhood, he was diſtinguiſhed 
by the title of lord of Werle, which continued to his poſterity. 


His adminiſtration laſted forty years, viz. from 0 ee 


He was a prince of a very chearful diſpoſition; had à great fund 
of wit and humour, but, at the ſame time, was prudent and 


| circumſpect, as well as zealouſly attached to the Chriſtian reli- 


gion. His prudence he diſplayed on ſeveral occaſions, but par- 
ticularly i in 74 diſputes with-the neighbouring princes concern- 
ing the boundaries; on which occaſion he always extricated himſelf 
with honour. At an aſſembly held by ſeveral of thoſe'princes, 


' for ſettling the limits, he once was threatened with violence, 


unleſs he would reſign his right. But the prudent Nicholas, 
foreſceing their defign, had taken the precautionito poſt a num- 
ber of armed men in ſight, who, upon a ſignal | given, ruſhed 
in upon the aſſembly, and reſcued their maſter. One of the 
firſt acts of his adminiſtration was, the finiſhing of the great 


church of Guſtrow, which had been begun ſome time before 


by his father. He likewiſe enlarged the city of Guſtro with 


4 "the Neuſtad, or new town; in e of which, the old 


Crantzius, Peterſen, Huitfeld, Chemnitz, - Latomus, Fane 
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tow ae to: deeay,: and is now no more than a village. - He 
likewiſe endowed it with the third part of its. 


G A b b . . 


town of Schwan was alſo. built 8 and he favoured the 


little towns f Robel and Malchow with the AT" of nes, 
and the town of Penzlin with thoſe of Lubeck. 


Tust were his chief acts in peace; in war he 1 As cele- 
brated, having long contended with the neighbouring princes 


in ſupport of his rights. But: his chief diſpute was with the 
| margrave-of Brandenburg. He had been ſo long at the court, 


and in the armies of that prince, that the latter 


to con 


ſider him as à vaſſal, and to encroach upon his cee 


Nicholas boldly maintained his rights againſt the whole powe 


of the margrave. Theſe diſputes were carried on with "LA 
ſucceſs, and his country had often the fate of being over-run 


and plundered by the enemy. The conſequence was, that the 


lord "of Werle found: . himſelf frequently obliged to purchaſe 
peace on ſuch conditions as the conqueror pleaſed to impoſe, 
which, by ſome, are conſtrued into a kind of vaſſalage. 


able ſenſe, and to them we refer the reader +. We may ſafely 
conclude, he was 4 prince of great abilities in peace and war, 
one of the beſt ſoldiers and politicians of his time, and one 
that deſerves an honourable _ d the e of —_ *. 


* 


His firſt wife was . a e of the: houſe of Anhalt, 
U whom be had four ſons; Henry I. ſirnamed the Elder; 
John I. the Pacific; Bernard Land Henning! I. of whom, Ber- 
nard became a Dominican friar; and Henning died without 
iflue ; the two eldeſt continued the line. By this ſame lady he 
had alſo two princeſſes, Hedwig and Judith; the firſt of whom 


was married to John II. margrave of Brandenburg Anhalt; the 
ſecond to prince Albert, fon of John the Divine, of Mecklen- 
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arr. ſuos habuere Baltes, Veſtem illis curialem, quo modo domeſticis, 
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privileges. The 


This 
opinion is farther confirmed by a paſſage of Crantzius ꝰ. But this 
has been interpreted, by ſeveral other writers, in a more favour- 
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butg. "By Nac weile,. a anna of Schibwnk, but whoſe 
name is unknown, ha had no iflue.- The two brothers, Henry 
I. dhe Eider, and John I; the\Pacike, ſucceeded their father by 
a joint regeney: at leaſt, this i extremely. probable, as in all 
public affairs they appear to have acted in concert; and, in 


their diplomas, there is always a joint ſubſcription. They had 


very great conteſts. with their cauſins f Mecklenburg, with 
regard to the guardianthip of the minor princes of Mecklen- 
burg and Roſtock. Phe fuſt diſpute of this kind. was in their 
father's life - time, When, in the ahſenee of Henry of Jeruſa- 


lem, they would fait. have the tuition and direction of 


his children, while. the uncle of the young princes, Ichn of 
Gadebuſch, claimed. the fame. right. But they miſſecd their 


aim. The other diſpute was with Henry of Mecklenburg, 


with regard to the > of Nicholas the Boy, af Raſ- 
.tock. And bere they carried their paint; but there was not 
ſo much danger in this as in the former cafe... Theſe diſputes 
Were productive of hoſtilities ; during which the Brandenburgh- 
ers broke inte: the) ,- of Mehl 
Sen ravages. 

Joux I. died hefore: te dear ies e a 1 wiſe 
ebe the counteſs af Ruppin, he left four fons, Nicholas 
VI. and John II. who facceatted him; Gunther, Henry III. 
and Bernard H. who entered into holy orders 2 dene II. 
who went in ſearch of military adventures. | 

Fox what reaſon Henry E was called the Elder is Sins; ; 
but how his brother John I. came to be frnamed the Pacific, 
When he was always quatrelling. is not ſo caſy to dtm jecture. 
It may be ſaid, that he was: engaged in thoſe beotls/againſt his 
will ; but the contrary appears from hiſtory; for no one obliged 
him to ſet up his unjuſt pretenſions toi the 'guardianſhip of the 
princes; of Meocklenhnag.th which brought on a civil war, and a 
great effuſion of Chriſtian blood. With greater probability it 


may be ſaid, it was cuſtomary, at that time, to give firnames to 


princes upon their acceffion”to the regeney, "Without ever con- 
 fidering whether | thoſe e * be * to theit future 
. OP . Henk 


Bek f r 


E e b . ; 
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Henar L. ot the Elder; was murdered in 1091, as We IR 
Sete at lage, pag. 11. by his two umhatural ſons, Hen- 
ty and Nicholas.) He married 1. u princeſs of Rugen, named 
Helem, by hom he had two ſons, Henry II. and Nicholas V. 
2. Matilda of Luneburg, who died without iſſue. 
ſia of Pomerania, by whom he had a third ſon, nated Barnim. 
By his firſt wife, he is ſaid to have had alfo a daughter, named | 
Rita, who was married to Albert, duke of Brunſwick. | 

- Uron che death of their father, the parricides (for fo they 
were afterwards called) Henty II. and Nicholas V. wanted to 
ſhare the prificipality of Wenden with their two couſins, Ni- 
cholas VI. and John II. the elder ſons of John I. the Pacific. 
But in this they met with great oppoſition from their couſins z 
and che conſequence of this diſpute was a civil war; the parti- 
culars of which wo have given, pag, 117, 118. Thoſe i impious 
wfetches were driven into baniſhwent, and died miſerably, both 
without iſſue. Their territories were ſeized by their couſins, 
Nicholas VI. and John II. and by Henry the Lion. The par- 
ricides had fill a brother living, named Barnim, who Wes 
abbot of Colbatz, and provoſt of Canin. 

Nicuor as VI. and John II. or the Elder, took n of 
the lordſhip of Werle, which they held jointly, atfirft, at Guſ- 
trow. Nicholas VI. died in 1316. They had four more bro- 
thers, Gunther, Henning II. Bernard II. and Henry III. 
Henning went in ſearch of military adventures; the other 
three entered into holy orders. Nicholas VI. granted many 
privileges, fought many battles with the neighbouring princes, 
2 of facceſſion wirh his couſins of Meck- 
lenb © 

Ar rk his deceaſe, his brother John It. was „ anfortiinate 
us to join with themargrave of Brandenburg in the war of 1317, 
between that prince and Henry the Lion of Mecklenburg, on 
account of the principality of Stargard; the particulars of which 
war have been already related at length +. John IT. was taken pri- 
TOs and obliged. to ra: very b | 1 his en. | 
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„ ' Tg mes 1 OK 1 


ver 1 ſions and the duke of Pomerania INF 3345" "$0 ſupport the cauſe 


of Chriſtopher II. king of Denmark. Henry the Lion joined 
in that alliance in 1326. For the particulars of this war, we 
refer the reader to the preceding chapter?“ 
Jou II. had afterwards ſome diſputes in 1330, with gegart 
to the guardianſhip of the ſons of Henry the 1165 of Mecklen- 
burg. This prince had not nominated him to any ſuch truſt in 
his will; yet he gained his point, and died in 1337. Con- 
cerning this guardianſhip, the reader will find a further account 
in the next book; we ſhall only obſerve here, that the reſt of 
the guardians p acified him, or ſatisfied his demands with'a ſum 
of money. By his wife Matilda of Pomerania, he left iſſue, 
1. Bernard III. 2. Nicholas VIII. 3. Sophia. 4. A daugh- 
ter, whoſe name is unknown. His daughter Sophia was mar- 
ried to Barnim IV. duke of Pomerania; and the other died a 
/ nun in the convent of -Dobbertin, 
- His brother Nicholas VI. had by his wife Rixa of Pert, 
1. Nicholas VII. who died young. 2. Henning III. 3. John 
III. 4. Sophia, married to prince Eric of Sweden. 5. Rixa, 
married to Eric, duke of Sleſwick. 6. Margaret, married to 
 Rudolphus, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg. 
e following princes, Bernard and Nicholas, the two "A 
of John IT; and Henning and John, the two ſons: of Nicholas 
VI. divided their paternal inheritance. |: Bernard HI. reſided at 
Robel; Nicholas VIII. at Wredenhagen; Henning III. at 
Stavenhagen; and John III. at Goldberg. Henning III. of 
Stavenhagen, died in 1338, and bequeathed his ſhare to his 
brother John III. of Write N no | ue by his wife 
Matilda of Pomerania. 
The line of Tux other three brothers entered-into a treaty of ſucceſſion i in 
the Goldberg. - 13 51, with their coufins of Mecklenburg. This was a very 
_ prudent ſtep in the princes of Werle, as their cdufins of Meck- 
lenburg, by being And members of the empire, were become 
ſubject to the head of the Germanic N * FS the 
off 170, 171. 1 e 
F423, | PER R extinc- 


ertinction of the male line of ſeveral 
often talen advantage to ſeize the ſuceeffion, in prefudice 2 
the next heirs. Inſtances of this had been'feen in the reign' of 

_ Rodolphue of HabBBurg, and Lewis of Bavaria. But little did 


che 'pritices of Werle forcſee that their own this ws to be the 
{Honeſt extinct. | * 2 voto n 1 


cefſion, and left behind him, by his wife Matilda of ry rp 
enburg, a ſon named Nicholas IX. Another fon of his, named 
John IV. died before his father, viz. in 1348, without iſſue by 


his wife Richardis, a of Luneburg. His daughters were, 


1 en Ts 
princely families, MA 


Jon III. of Goldberg Hed not long after this treaty of We- | 


1. Sophia, married to Albert, count of Ruppin and Lindau. 


* Elizabeth, abbeſs of Dobbertin. 3. Matilda, or Margaret, 

wife of Otho, count of Schwerin; Pot died in 1456. 
Nichols IX. died foon after his father, viz. in 1354, and 

left by his wife Agnes, *cotinteſs of Ruppin and Lindau, a fon 


named John VIE in whom the line of Goldberg expired i in 


1476+ The other children of Nicholas IX. were Henning IV. 


who died in 1362. Agnes, married to her coufin John b. of 
Waren; and Matilda, married to hee couſin Lawrence, of 
Guſtrow. | | 


BRN ARD III. of Robel, and Nicholas vitt. oT Wrederha- 


gen, continued their Hines the longeft. In 1354, they entered 


into an alliance with the margrave of Brandenburg, Lewis tlie 
Roman, of the houſe of Bavaria. This was made with a yew 


to counteract the connection between tlie emperor Charles IV 


of long continuance: Nicholas VIII. died in 1360, and left 
behind him, by his wife Agnes of Holſtein, two ſons, John 
VI. who married Euphemia, 155 ter of John J. duke of Meck- 
Uuberg Sartre, Ad dd Whlour ittie in 1477 and Lay- 


rence. By his ſecond. wife, Agnes of Mecklenburg, he had a 


Lawenburg. 


Elizabeth of Holſtein, a ſon named John V. 9 refided at 


and his new vaſſals, the dukes of Mecklenburg : but it was bot 


BrANARKD, ff Röbel, died in 1 378, and had by "ih with 


W -©- BE © 5 Waren. 


The line of 
Robel. 


daugliter named Catharine, ITO. to Albert, Juke of Saxe- 


N Wy 486 8 15 ans n b K 0 l em 
e Waren. He had likewiſe two daughtets, Metiflava; Who was 
= e wan at Eldena; ay EI the wiſe of Heaty: Mulpenſor, 

it IN 0 ; - duke: of Mecklenburg. 9 6 hy e N. 


Jonnm V. married his aunt Agnes, Aung cheer of Nicholas IX. 
N df Goldberg, e e, ee two-fane 
b Chriſtopher and Nicholas X. He had alfo another fon, named 
* 8h Vivian, who died young ; and a Aer. me ears, 
Who was abbeſs of Quedliaburg. . ot ant ett 
NicnoLas X. married Sophia of Pomerania, and died in 
1408, without iſſuu. | 
__ CunisToPHER eſpouſed the pn of Roonio, by whom 
he had one ſon, named John VIII. and a daughter, named 
Judith. The ſon died young before him; what became of the 
daughter i is not known; but Chriſtopher himſelf breathed his 
_ 8 laſt in 1425, and with him ended his line. 

5 Tube line f LAWRENCE, of Guſtrow, died in 1395. and left by his wife 
= 5 Wredenha- Matilda, daughter of his couſin Nicholas IX. of Goldberg, 
=_ tow, three ſons, Balthaſar, William, and John IX. He had like- 
; wiſe had another ſon, Nicholas XI. who died young before his 
Th father; and two daughters, Euphemls, who died young z and 

6 | | Agnes, a nun at Malchin. 
— 8 BarruaAsax having entered into an alkance with his n 
W Chriſtopher, and the mar 


grave of Brandenburg, againſt his cou- 
. .- fins the dukes of Mecklenburg, began the war in 1414; But 

Tg 19 in 1415 he was defeated, and his couſin Chriſtopher taken 
| priſoner. He died in 1421, without ifſue, though he had 
3 a been thrice married. His firſt wife was Agnes, of Pome- 
Tania ; the ſecond Euphemia, of Mecklenburg, daughter « 

duke Magnus I. and the third Hedwig, of Holſtein. © 


His brother John IX. died before him in 1414. His wiſe 


was Catharine, of Saxe-Lawenburg, SAVE WAA married to 
I John VII. duke of Mecklenburg-. 
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'TrrRE remained now of the once numerous houſe of Werle, 
only prince William, who had been formerly provoſt of the 
4 | por church of Guſtrow. He was twice e 1. to Anne, 

5 | 94 1 i n has ; of 
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f Anhalt. 2. To Sophia, of Pom 
he had an only daughter, Catharine, who was married to Ulric 1 5 „ 000 

1446. without male iffue, the principality of Wenden, * e TR 
Werle, by virtue of the treaty of ſucceſſion, fell to the elder 3 
Een Wie | . e | 


* » _ - * 


- " ” % 
.*. * - . 
* | Hultfeld, ;Crantzivs, Marſhal, | 
N 5 . " by — . 
*3 » | : 
"A j 1 y y * 
R * ? «v0 | W. 2 g * 
4 * 0 
4 4 5 " 
= a” , 
. » C * 7 — < % 
* * of 
* a * . * 5 
= * - — 
4 Ay : x { 
a 8 . %/ -” G 
* * k \ P 
1 4, = = — - 
f : 5 d | 5 
' — : „ F 1 2 . — = 
\ - 
” 0 — 
4 = 3 * 
1 y - = * 4 1 _ - 
- fs > 
= * 
0 
, 7 — | 
9 = » ' * | 
= , | 
. : ? 
f *, % * _ = 
. — of a = * 
\W, l ' "4 — Ly ” 
III UP | wer” 7 5 | N 
. _ © £4 . * 3 © k 
4 92 & 8 * 9 „ 2 N N = : : . k ; 
R f , : 
6 * 10 NAT & : ” — ö 
| " 4 * 5 v a 
= - 6 { 7 N | | 4 % IR 4 * * ; 
. * S 4 N t 1 * ' — ig * | 
/% - — Wok we £ 1 | .. q : g | 
A Y - - p N Y % 
PH . 1 A a | 
* - - F 4 ! 
& 1 „ _ pe RN 
:, 4 4 L . 5 - : * i 
X - b : q YZ . = = . a 
i ” * : — 4 - #7. 4 * | , 89 * . „ * A 1 j . * * 3 , * . y 
9 = * 0 - * = * , ' 
" 1 
= "4 
: 
x " * N 
- 
% % 6 
— * - - * . - 
2 N - 
d * . l ö 
- 1 
. 
* 
* 9 
a — 
Ci — 
— 
2 : 
* M — 
" 8 
* 
* 
* had * b 
; = 
4 ' * 
- 
x > 
4 * * N 
— - bs 1 
"4 - 
- _ o 
: 
= 5 8 
* - * 
, ws. = 
* 
- 
1 . 
© * , my 
- 5 . 
a 
% 41 * - * 
= 
. — 
/ T H E © 
Q. 3 — 
© * 
. 4 e 
nd ad . 
en n TIE 
* i +» - % 3 
* * 
8 ** 4 , # 
Hu... 1 * . " = % 
< pou : * ) 4 'v — un. / ' 
a 110 1 
1 
= 4 \ 
4 I] . ö 
% * 
. * o 
; . N - 
4 4 N : ; - 
* 1 
: hy © 
. . - 
: - 1 0 b 
* * 
. p 
* » 
- 
— 
— - i 
_ 9 
BY 
* : % 
* — 
. . 
* 1 . N 
. , + 6 
« * 
* 
1 " 
* \ 
- . — — * 
* * - 
* » 
* R ; 
% * 4 
* 9 „ 9 
* " 
ol — 
a % 
1 
> * 6 * ' 
0 0 © 
LI 
. , 
F \ m is : PA ” 1 
= - N by 
— 
— ** 7 
* . 
l - 
w/ ” 
5 of a ö 
% 1 ' - 
* v \ FA o 
a * - & . | ; 
_ * 5 N 
< N 7 | * 4 - 
: * 1 
* x % - * 
. % . — 1 * 
. — 4 P 
| x . 1 - 
% — — 
= 
2 * = G 
= - * 
= = * - 
- 9 o —— © 
- AY LI 1 V — 
— of * — - \ 
» l ” - : : 
* = - 


* 


0 6. 
- \ 20 N 
\ - 1 9 * 
* \ 5 
« ® 
: 8 
Cat. 
Po % g 4 
4 " 
1 
N 
4 
= 
A - 
ww 
: 
= : 
* , 
» - 1 
4 
- 410 
n * 
AY 
= * 
% 
* 
+ — 
1 : 
* — 
— 
” 
* v 
1 
* 
7 
* 
_ 
4 
- 
* =y 
„ & 
@ * 
- 
* 
% * 
- 
% \ * 
* * * 
. 
2 
| 
* 
my 
Py - 
1 2 8 
- 
* - 
\ 2 
* % N 
9 
A 
>. 
% 
- 
* - 
* 
. 
/ 
# 
% 
7; 7 
| = 
ue 
7 * * N 
* N 
— b 0 n 
4 K hd 
. * 
7 


4 


ww N 
WAY 
vb 


n „ i . % f 


— 


; 


TG OW 11 S $39 * 


beo 


During this period. the illuſtrious princes of this ſerene bouſe 


ed Denmark with 
den; acquired juſt claims to the ſucceſſion of Denmark ; and, 
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E are now bt? at the memorable zra of the 
union of the principality of Mecklenburg with the 
- Roman empire; an æra Which, perhaps, conſti- 
tutes the moſt ſhining period of the preſent hiſtory. | 


— 


carried their arms into different of the empite; ſupported 
the tottering crown on the head of the l body; invad- 
powerful fleets; aſcended the throne of Swe- 


in ſhort, by means of their alliances, good. policy, and valour, 
did fair for attaining the intira fevereignty of the north of Eu- 
. rope. From what cauſes ſuch extraordinary grandeur-and power 
aroſe, will den, * in the courſe of this Rook. | 4 
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Candutt, of the 2 of prince Albert and bis brother. air: 
V Denmark. Prince Alhert's minority expires, and be eſpouſes 
the prinveſe of Sweden. Aﬀeirs of Denmark continued. Prince 
Albert applies to $ weden for bis wife's dower.. He is taken pri- 
Euer by count. Gunther of Schwartzenburg, but is Joon releaſed. 
He enters inta a compact of ſucceſſion with the other princes of his 
Jani. Narro between the pope and the emperar Lewis of Ba- 
varia. Charles IV. raiſed to the imperial throne. The prindts 
of MecMenburg join in the confederacy againſt Lewis of Bavaria. 
Prince Tohn of Mecklenburg accompanies Charles IV. into France. 
Battle of Creſſy. Death . Lewis of Bavaria. Stargard de- 
clared a ffef of the empire. Story of the impoſtor W Urls, Prince 
Albert ana bis. alter Eepted, dukes of Mechenburg.. | | 


HE death of Henry the Lion, ike the feiting of a ref RY 
dent ſun, ſeemed to be the forerunner of a gloom,. which 
threatened to overfpread the whole country of Mecklenburg. 
The jealouſy of the neighbouring ſtates, and the ambition of 


the no bis kinſmen, were circumſtances that boded no 
ä 13 good 


WT .- . 


5 
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Cong ac of . 
the guare 
dians, 
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5 John. For the 


THE: HISTORY 1: Book Iv. 


good to the minority of the two young , princes, Albert and 
greater ſecurity of the ſtate, Henry had di- 


rected by his will, that his ſons ſhould be under the guardian- 


Firſt acts of 
the regency. 


War againſt Brandenburg, they. had neither, the au 


by the emper 


ons, ny: to have been one of them. me . 


ſhip of two of the nobility *, aſſiſted by the magiſtrates of Wiſ⸗ 
mar and Roſtock. Prince John of Werle apprehend that he had 
- right to o 


this meaſure, as contrary! to the cuſtom of the 
Mecklenburg family. But Henry thought it more prudent, in 


ſo important an affair, to truſt the ſtates, than his couſin, with 


whom he had been ſo long at variance, It does not appear, that 


the guardians ever abuſed the confidence which had been re- 


poſed in them by their late ſovereign; ; unleſs-it be by inſtilling 
into the minds of the young princes ſuch an affection for their 
ſubjects. as induced them to enlarge their privileges. But this 
is conſidered by many as rather a proof of their good ſenſe, 
and ſincete regard to the true intereſt of their pupils. 

Son hiſtorians, however, have charged them with three 

capital miſtakes ; the firſt, in ſuffering the princely domains to 
bealienated ; the ſecond, in perſuading their pupils to pay ho- 
mage to the elector of Brandenburg, for the dukedom of Star- 
gard; and the third, in permitting the dep redations and out- 
rages of the gentry and nobility to paſs with impunity. As to 
the alienation, it was certainly owin ing to the long wars of Hen- 
ry III. in which he expended great ſums; 9". 20/4, gan 


| ney, made no Jifficuley of alienating, at divers times, a conſi- 


derable part of his domains, He died, notwithſtanding, greatly 


in debt, ng the creditors inſiſted upon having ſecurity for their 


juft demands, With regard to the paying of homage on ac- 
count of Stargard, it was a meaſure which the. e 80 
no longer able to prevent; for Lewis, of Bavaria, had 
| poſſeſſion of the electorate of Brandenburg, and wWas ſupport 

or his father, and by his . 2 King 
of Dae With three ſuch formidable po powers, the guar- 
dians were unable to contend :; and ſuppoſing they had. 1% ui 
authority nor 


| „ There is no certainty; at preſent, wid eu aa eee 
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che confidence of che people to ſupport them; whereas Henry, 
by that confidence, had been always enabled to triumph over 


his enemies. It was, therefore, more adviſable to chuſe a 


lefler than to ſubject the princes to a greater, inconveniency. 
And laftly, as to the infamous practice of making depredations 
upon the public, it was ſo deeply rooted among the nobility, 
that even the moſt rful monarchs were unable, till to- 
wards the fixteenth century, to ſuppreſs it. 

Wen there, in fact, any fault to be found with the admini- 
ſtration, during this prince s minority, it might be imputed to 
Henry himſelf, in appointing guardians of two different orders, 


equeſtrian and plebeian. For men whoſe quality and condition 


in life, place them at ſuch a diſtance from each other, are ſel- 
dom known to agree in their opinions; and public affairs muſt, 


generally ſpeakin g, be but ill conducted, when the power is 


divided between perſons, who look on each other with an eye 
of jealouſy and envy. Befides, he was to blame for not nomi- 
nating his couſin, the prince of Werle, a kind of aſſiſtant to 
the guardians, in order to adviſe and dire& them on any emer- 
gency. Such a meaſure would have gained that x prince's confi- 
dence ; and by thus inſpecting into each other's conduct, they 


would have avoided many errors. Prince John might have 


been content with ſuch a power; and had the guardians, of 
their on accord, ſubmitted to this inſpection, it would have 
been an argument of their prudence and moderation. But they 
declined acting in conjunction with that prince, and propoſed 
to give him three thouſand marks of ſilver to deſiſt from his 
Pretenfion. The prince accepted their offer in 1330; and the 
affair being thus compromiſed, he left every thing afterwards 
to their direction. To raiſe this money, the princely reſidence, 
or palace '6f Wiſmar, was ſold to that city, as appears by the 
diploma « dated at Wiſmar in 1329. With regard to the equity 
of this conduct, it is a difficult matter, at this NARS of time, 
to come to any juſt determination. 15 

Ix the very commencement of this regency, prince Albert 
Payed homage for the * of Roſtock to — II. king 


of 


191 


1329. 


192 


1330. 


1331. 


Affairs of 


Denmark. 


1332. 
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of Denmark and received the inveſtiture of the principality 
of Stargard, with its ap pendages, from Lewis the Elder, mar- 
grave of ere, The year following he ratified the right 


of patronage, which the monaſtery of Eldena had. over the pa- 


rochial church of Grabow. And as a mark of his gratitude to 


the magiſtrates of Roſtock, for the care they had taken of his 
education, he favoured that city with the right of appeals (jus 
appellationis) and the patronage of the public ſchools., At this 


ſame period, his guardians undertook to build the monaſtery 

of Ribbenitz, which was ſoon completed. They afterwards 
applied to- pope John XXI. or XXII. for a confirmation of the 
right of patronage, which Henry the Lion, the founder of that 


monaſtery, had granted to the abbey church; accordingly, 
they obtained their requeſt, -and the churth was conſecrated 
by John I. biſhop of Schwerin“. 

Tuls year a diſpute aroſe between Gerard, count of Holftein, 
and John, earl of Wagria, which involved Denmark. in a war, 
the flames whereof ſpread to many of the neighbouring ſtates. 
Chriſtopher, king of Denmark, eſpouſed the party of John, 
to whom he owed his crown and kingdom. Both fides be- 


gan to levy forces, in order to decide the conteſt by the ſword. 


Gerard, having afſembled his whole army, came up with 


the king's troops in the plains of Lohede, not far from 


Slefwick. After a. moſt obſtinate engagement, the Daniſh 


army was totally defeated : the king s ſon Eric, endea- 


vouring to ſave himſelf by flight, fell from his horſe; and 
was ſo bruiſed by his fall, that he died « few, days after in 


the town of Kiel. Otho, Chriſtopher's ſecond ſon, as well as a 


great number of the nobility, were taken priſoners ; and Ge- 
rard himſelf was wounded, and thrown from his horſe in the heat 
of the action. The ill ſucceſs of this day obliged Chriſtopher 


to conclude a peace on the terms of the conqueror, which were 


more moderate than he could have expected. The peace was 
ſigned at Kiel; and Albert, prince of Mecklenburg, was in- 


cluded amongſt the other allies and confederates F the king. 


. Cantzius, * Latomus Bech r. 
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The 


The year following died Chriſtopher, king of Denmark, of 
grief and vexation, and left his kingdom ſo weakened 1 inteſ- 


tine diviſions, that an interregnum of ſeven years enſued “. 
Soo after this event, a war broke out between the margrave 
of Brandenburg and Barnim III. duke of Stettin, in which 
prince John III. of Guſtrow, who had eſpouſed Matilda, the 
daughter of duke Barnim II. happened to be involved. Prince 
John having marched to the aſſiſtance of the Pomeranians, bo 1 
armies met in the neighbourhood of Cremmerdam in the 
Middle-Marck ; upon which there followed a ſharp engage- 
ment, and the Brandenburghers were totally defeated +. 
Pix Albert having now attained to years of maturity, 
his guardians thought it a proper time to look out for a conſort 
worthy of their ſovereign. With this intention, they caſt their 
eye on princeſs Euphemia, ſiſter of Magnus Schmeck, king of 
Sweden, the moſt powerful prince in the north. Their aim was 
to ſtrengthen the intereſt of their pupil by this alliance, in 
which, indeed, they ſo far ſucceeded, that the family of Meck- 
lenburg was thereby raiſed 'to the throne of Sweden. The 
marriage treaty being ſettled, the princeſs Euphemia was con- 
duced this year to the city of Roſtock, where the nuptials were 
celebrated with great pomp, Eric, duke of Saxony, and many 
other princes being preſent. The ceremony over, the guar 
dians reſigned the adminiſtration into the hands of prince Al- 
bert. His younger brother, prince John, was not yet of age; 
and as he intended to ſpend ſome time in foreign travel, it was 
agreed, that Albert ſhould have the ſole power and authority 
during his abſence. Wy | | 
Prince Albert began his adminiſtration with joining his 
couſins of Werle againſt the public banditti, who were become 
ſo outrageous, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to repreſs their 
inſolence ; and a neglect of this kind had been cenſured in his 
guardians. Albert was a prince of conſiderable power and au- 
thority ; yet we find a great part of his life employed in endea- 
vouring to extirpate the free-boaters. The public, however, 
_..* Pontan. Mallet. + Beehr, Franck. 
Vor. II. | C c were 


guar- 


123 


1333. 


1334. 


War 


Brandenburg 


tween 


and Pomera- 


nia, 


He ſuppreſſes 
the outrages 
of the ban- 
al. 


- 
— 


_ 1 H E Is T O RN ee 


were much Indebted to him for ſo laudable an undertaking, in 
which he had all the ſucceſs that could be expected in fo bar. 
barous an age. One chief obſtruction to his deſign was, that 
ſeveral princely caſtles were mortgaged to ſuch of the gentry 
and nobility as, to the diſgrace of Chriſtianity and good govern- 
ment, ſupported themſelves by ſuch 'depredations. Theſe he 
took meaſures to redeem, though it . a Non 'of ſome 
difficulty and time. 
1336 Tuts ſame year, Magnus, king of Sweden, e e of 
; vide prince Albert, was married to Blanche, daughter of the count 
king of Swe- of Namur; and, upon the death of his guardian, the famous 
. Kettlemunſon, the king took into his own hands the reins of 
government. Prince Albert thought this a proper opportunity 
for paying a viſit to the Swediſh monarch ; and leſt any diſtur- 
bance ſhould happen in his abſence, he entered into a treaty 
with the princes of Werle, to act, with their joint forces, in 
ſuppreſſing the banditti. Having ſettled affairs to his ſatisfac- 
tion, he took ſhipping for Sweden the twenty- fifth of June, 
in company with his conſort; the ſons of Rudolphus, duke of 
Saxony; Gerard, count of Holſtein; and ſeveral other princes, 
and perſons of the firſt quality. The queen of Sweden went 
to meet him at ſea, and conducted him and his retinue to Cal- 
mar. There he ſtaid five days, till he received an invitation 
from king Magnus to repair to Stockholm, where he was re- 
ceived by that monarch with all the cordiality of a ſincere and 
ardent affection. During his ſtay in Sweden, he was entertain- 
ed in the moſt ſumptuous manner, and had the pleaſure: of afliſt- 
ing at the king and queen's coronation. 
* 22225 Uron his return from Sweden, prince Albert being willing 
nel — „% to demonſtrate his affection to the city of Roſtock, granted to 
is ſubjefts, the magiſtrates the right of patronage of the church of the vir- 
gin Mary, by a diploma dated at Wiſmar on the day of Pente- 
coſt, 1337. And the ſame year he Tee another diploma, 
f confirming the ſale of the villag es of Slowe and Guſtekowe, by 
which the three brothers of the ey of E viz. e 
cee r= 
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* to Henry II. biſhep of Lubeck. 

/DvzinG this interval, the depredations of the banditti were 
ſtill continued in ſeveral parts of Germany, to ſuch a degree, 
that commercial intercourſe, and the ſecurity of travellers, were 
almoſt intirely at an end. To the increaſe of this licentiouſneſs, 
the Daniſh war, and the following interregnum, had greatly 
contributed. The Hanſe towns being chiefly affected by theſe 


_ outrages, had recourſe. to arms in their own defence; but. 


finding themſelves unable to quell thoſe robbers of the public, 


Bernard, and Reymar, had transferred the property of thoſk 


they applied to the other princes and ſtates of Upper and Lower ; 


Saxony, imploring their aſſiſtance. For this r an aſſem- 
bly was held at Lubeck, at which were preſent the dukes of 
Brunſwick and Luneburg; the dukes of Stettin and Wolgaſt ; 

the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg ; the margrave of Brandenburg: ; 


the counts of Holſtein, Schwerin, and Wittenburg; the prin- 


ces of Mecklenburg and Werle; the archbiſhop of Bremen; 
the biſhops of Lubeck, Verden, Brandenburg, Schwerin, Rat- 
zeburg, and Havelburg ; with the deputies of Hamburg, Wiſ- 
mar, Stralſund, Gripſwald, and other cities. Here they en- 
tered into a negotiation for reſtoring the public tranquility, and 
ſecuring the commerce of that part of Germany. A trèaty, at 
length, was ſigned in the moſt ſolemn manner, under the pe- 


nalty of death to ſuch as ſhould preſume to infringe the pub- 


lic peace. At the ſame time, the ſentence of perpetual ban 
and proſcription was pronounced againſt every prince, or ſtate, 
that ſhould harbour or encourage any of thoſe diſturbers of the 
public repoſe; and orders were given, under ſevere penalties, 


to ſeize the W Fg and bring them to condign puniſh- 


ment. 

Ar this aſſembly was ep Nicholas the Stammerer, 
prince of Guſtrow, who had been ſome, time enamoured of 
| princeſs Agnes, the daughter of Henry the Lion, prince of 
Mecklenburg. Her brother, prince Albert, conſented, 
length, to the match, and the nuptials were celebrated in the 
city of Lubeck, at the time of this ſplendid aſſembly. In con- 
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prince Albert, who, indeed, had u particular affection for that 


duke of Sleſwick, having uſurped the 


his brother-in-law, the margrave of Brandenburg. Having 


was intirely defeated. Thie printe himſelf being taken priſoner, 


mean while the Danes were ſo diſgu 


Danes recovered their liberty, and elected Waldemar, Chriſto- 


» Crantzius, Latomus, Chemnitz,” Backs Bucxholtz, Franck. ; 
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princes of Mecklenburg and Werle, which had been for ſome 
interrupted, was noh rentwredl, and an alliance enſued, 
by which they bound themfdlves to a mutual guabantse of each 
others 'dominions. The Lubeckers avaited thenifebres of this 
opportariity of feſtivity'and mirch, to abquire new favour with 


city : as a further demonſtration of his gvod-will, de con- 
firmed all the Hbherties und privileges which They had obtain- 
ed of his anceſtors, und which they enjoyed in the<countty of 
Mecklenburg, by means 'bf'dheir-extenfive c] meter . 

an utetliis time, was rant by inteſtine wurs and eom- 
motions; Gerurd, count of Holſtem, and his nephew) Waldemar, 
nt, in: prejudice 
to the lawful heirs of the bre n Chriſtopher. Theſt were Otho 
and Waldemar, the oldeſt of whom had endeavoured to aſſert 
his right, ſoon àfter fis father's deceaſe, by the aſſiſtance of 


collected a confiderable body of forces, he marched into Jut- 
land, in hopes of driving count Gerard out of that province. 
Gerard went to meet him, and an engagement enſued at Tap- 
pehode, in the neighbourhodd of Wiburg, here Otho's army 


was ſent to the caſtle of Segeberg, and remained: there a long 
time in confinement. Waldemar, his younger brother, was 
then at the court of the emperor, Lewis uf Bavaria, Who had 
undertaken the care of that young princeis edueation. In the 
ſted with the: adminiſtration 
of the uſurpers, that they roſe up in arms, and count Gerard, ſur- 
named the Great, was aſſaſſinated by Nicholas Noreris, a-Da- 
niſh nobleman, Who choſe this method of teſoulng his country 
from a foreign yoke.” In conſequence of / this bold action, 'the 


pher's fecond ſon, for their ſovereign. To this election · the 
"emperor Lewis, at whoſe court Waldemar had receivod his 


education, 
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education, greatly contributed. He ſummoned a congreſs at 
| Spandaw, in the marquiſate of Brandenburg, where Lewis of 
g Barnim of Pomerania, Henry, John, and Ni- 
cholas, ſons of the above-mentioned Gerard of Holſtein, with 
ſeveral other princes, were preſent. Here it was agreed with 
Waldemar, er of $laſwick, that Otho, Chriſtopher's ſon, 
ſhould-be releaſed from his confinement, upon condition of re- 
ſigning his right to the crown to his brother Waldemar; and 

that the latter ſhonld-marry the duke of Sleſwick's ſiſter, and re- 
ceive for her portion, twenty-four thouſand marks. The ſame 
e anather aſſembly as convened at Lubeck, to confirm this 
treaty after which Waldemar, the third af that name, took 
poſſeſſion af his dominions. At this aſſembly was preſent 
among anthers, Albert, prince of Mecklenburg, who had affairs 


af conſequence depending [about this time, which obliged him 
to pay .acdecond Viſit to Sweden *. 


Nom wrrusraxp me that Albert had married the princeſs 


| Euphemia, of Sweden, with the conſent of her brother king 
Magnus, he had nat been, as yet, able to obtain her dower. 
Aſter ſeveral fruitleſs: applications by proxy, he reſolved to 

another viſitito Sweden, in order to ſettle this matter with his 
royal brother-in-law. This expedition produced the deſired 


effect; and his arguments had ſuch weight with king Magnus, 
that the latter made over to him the caſtiesof Schauer and Fal- 
.terbode, for his ſiſter! s dower; and farther agreed, to pay him 


the annual: ſum of two hundred marks. of ſilver. Affairs being 
thus adjuſted, the king of Sweden perſuaded prince Albert to 


zundertake an embaſſy, in his name, to the emperor, Lewis of 
Bararia. The nature of this commiſſion is not well known; 


ſome 1 imagine it to have had a tendency towards. concluding a 
new treaty uf alliance; and others ſuppoſe it to have related to 


; inge SRD had great eee Hangers: to ane. 


eld. Mallet. 
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ꝛſome marriage. contract. Be that as it may, Albert, to oblige 
his brother in- Ia, undertook: the negotiation, in the conduct - 


1340. 
Prince Al- 
bert applies 
to Sweden 


for his wife's 


dower. 


8 
198 
927 


1341. 
He C6. 


THE HISTORY Book I. 


'Gntmany, at that time, was in a ſtate of anarchy nd 


takes « com-' Confuſion,” tlie emperor Lewis. having quarrelled with the 


miſſion from 
the king of 
Sweden to 


the emperor, 


is taken pri- 
ſoner by the 
count of 
Schwartzen= 
burg, 


of policy, ſuppoſe that count Gunther intended to bring 


but is ſcon 
releaſed. 


pope, and incurred the ſentence of a Ponüdest anuthema. 
Each party having its adherents, great diſorders enſued, and 
the public tranquility was generally interrupted. In this ſitua- 
tion, it was an arduous attempt for prince Albert to concern 
himſelf in a commiſſion which required his perſonal attendance 
on the emperor; and, conſequently, obliged him to traverſe 
the ſtates-of ſeveral diſaffected princes. ' Notwithſtanding theſe 
difficulties, he ſet out upon his expedition with great intrepidity, 
but was unluckily taken priſoner in Thuringia, - not far from 
the caſtle of Blankenburg, by Gunther, count of Schwartzen- 
burg. From thence he was removed to Rhanis, and detained 
in cloſe cuſtody. What motive could have induced the count 
to commit this act of violence againſt ſo reſpectable a prince, 


remains doubtful to this day; ſome impute it to an old 


-grudge againſt the Mecklenburg family, this very Gunther 


having been taken priſoner at the battle of Granfoy, by 


prince Albert's father. Others attributing it to a motive 


prince Albert under ſubjection to the margrave Lewis, 


of Brandenburg, in order to oblige him to reſtore the lord- 


ſhip of Stargard for his ranſom. But had that been really 
the caſe, the emperor Lewis would not have eſpouſed prince 
Albert's cauſe, and obliged the count to ſet him at liberty. 
However, this was not effected without going to war, a melan- 
choly inſtance of the confuſion of thoſe times, and the dange- 
rous conſequences of anarchy and licentiouſneſs. The count 
having diſobeyed the: Emperor s order, the margrave of Miſnia, 
and the magiſtrates of the city of Erfurt, who had entertained 


prince Albert magnificently in his paſſage, had recourſe to arms 


in compliance with the emperor s. commiſſion. Their forces 
ſoon entered the count's territories, where they took ſome caſ- 


tles, and committed ſuch ravages, as obliged the count, at 
length, to releaſe his priſoner. Upon which prince Albert 


continued his) journey, and waited upon the hay ig who was 
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then at Meran 3 in Carinthia, "where he ſettled every ahi to 
the ſatisfaction of, His brother-in-law, the king of N N ; 
and the ies returned i in AF, at length, to his own domi- 
nions. f 

His ſtudy, ok this: time Wersen. was to promote the wel- 
fare of his ſubjects, and to eſtabliſh a good correſpondence with 
the other princes of his family. With this deſign, he had late- 
th effected a reconciliation between the towns of New Branden- 
burg and Demmin, which had been ſometime at variance. The 
cauſe of their quarrel i is not mentioned: we ſhall only obſerve 
in general, that in thoſe tumultuous times, whenever the towns, 
or the nobility, could not compromiſe their reſpective diſputes, 
they had recourſe to the ſword ; the ſovereign did not inter- 
meddle, till he perceived there was ſome danger of diminiſhing 
his power, or, a part of his ſubjects were conſiderable ſufferers; 
then he either aſſiſted the weaker ſide, or ee a peace by 
the interpoſition of his authority. 


A cool Nxkss had, for ſome time, ſubſiſted 8 the prin- 


12 


ces of Mecklenburg and their couſins of Werle, which was 


now not only removed, but a new treaty was entered upon, for 
jointly afſerting their rights to ſeveral diſtricts in the duchy of 
Pomerania. We have already obſerved, that prince Henry the 
Lion and his couſins, had ſeized the towns of Bart, Grimm, and 


Tribbuſes, in the upper part of the principality of Rugen, but 


ty- one thouſand marks of ſilver. 


reſtored them again for thirt 
Their pretenſions to thoſe 
Chriſto 


the biſhops of Schwerin, derived from a donation of the dukes 


places were grounded, partly on king 


John and Albert, of Saxe-Lawenburg. But the money not 
having been paid according to agreement, the princes of Werle 
renewed. their claims upon the above-mentioned towns, and 


received. the inveſtiture thereof from the biſhop of Schwerin. 
Prince Albert then marched an army into Pomerania, and laid 
ſiege to Grimm. | The town made a gallant defence; but, at 


* 343» and prince Albert. reſtored it to his couſins. Notwith- 


pher's note, or obligation, and partly on the claims of 


length, was _ obliged to ſurrender on the eve of St. Matthew, 
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ſtanding the. leaſon was fo. Har advanced, be turned bis arme 


againſt, the banditti in conjunction with Henty, count of 


Schwerin, and demoliſhed many of their caſtles, ar places of 


retreat, in the county of Wittenburg and Ratzeburg. This 


expedition being over, he built a caſtle, called Bethowe, in the 15 


territory of Ratzeburg, Which the biſhop of that city, Wibert 
a Blucher, a 


croachment on his dioceſe. After he had applied, in yain, to 


prince Albert, for a removal of what, in reality, was a protec- 


tion to the country, he waited upon the prince himſelf, as he 


ſtood encircled with his officers, and ſpoke to him as follows : 


«« Liſten, O prince, and all ye who are preſent, to the word of 


„% God. The Lord, through the merits of his ſervant Ludol- 


% phus, our predeceſſor, raiſed your houſe and family, O prince 
Albert, to a high pitch of glory, fo that you have ſurpaſſed. 


«« many of your equals, in riches, honours, and dominions. 
« And now, ſince I perceive your ingratitude to the divine 
«« goodneſs, and to his ſaint, I will conform to the orders of 
«« the moſt high ; and, inſtead of a bleſſing, will pronounce my 
66 curſe againſt you 3 .and God wall hear the PIoy ors of his Poor 
« afflicted ſervant.” Theſe words he uttered in ſo awful and 
terrible a tone, that the Prince was ſtruck with ſurprize ; and, 
as if he had heard tho voice of an angel, deſiſted from his enter- 
rize. 
1 THERE cannot be a more ſtriking example of the ſuperſtition 
and bigotry that inſlaved the minds of men in this ignorant age, 


than that a prince ſhould relinquiſh a deſign of public utility, 


through a puſillanimous fear of the anathemas denounced by a 


_ ' prieſt, How much more noble was the behaviour of Cæſar, 


who, when his whole army was awe-ſtruck, and none of his 
men would venture to cut down a wood, becauſe it had the 
reputation of being ſacred, ſnatched up an axe, and himſelf ſet 
an ee which dif; volte the ſaperditious rer of his ſol- 


diers! 
Tur ſubſequent, year, prince Albert undertook. an expedition 


_ the Province of en 694 made himſelf maſter 


of 


a pious well- meaning man, looked uon a an en- | 
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of the caſtle oft Derfing, which belonged to the family of Schar- 
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femberg: On St. Martin's day he took the town of Ratzeburg, 15 


ind ſet it on fire; duke Otho, of Saxe-Lawenburg, being un- 
able to meet him in the field. This ſame year, Henry, biſhop 
of Schwerin, deſpairing of ſucceſs in his pretenſions to a part 
of the principality of Rugen, made over his right to the town 
and diſtrict of Bart to prince Albert and his brother, and con- 
ferred the inveſtiture of Tribbuſes on their couſins, the princes 
of Werle. This was done with the conſent of the dean and chap- 
ter of Schwerin; only a reſerve was made of the town and diſ- 


trict of Stralſund, which were to be perpetually annexed to 
the aforeſaid biſhopric. Theſe tranfactions gave riſe to a 


war between the Mecklenburghers and Pomeranians, in which 
great ravages were committed on the frontiers, and the com- 
merce of the trading cities was totally interrupted. Here- 
upon the inhabitants of Wiſmar, Parchim, and Guſtrow, in- 
terpoſed, in order to bring about an accommodation, or, at 
leaſt, a ceſſation of arms. Eor this purpoſe a congrefs was 
held at Gnoyen, on the frontiers, whither the dukes of Pome- 
rania and princes of Mecklenburg ſent their deputies. This 
congreſs was not quite ineffectual, ſince an armiſtice took 
place till prince John ſhould be out of his minority. 

In the mean time, prince Albert of Mecklenburg being deſi 
rous of ſtrengthening himſelf by a cloſer connection with the 
other princes of his family, had an interview with them at Guſ- 
trow, where they all entered into a compact of inheritance, 
and ſettled the ſucceſſion to their reſpective dominions. So that 
in failure of iſſue male in any of the lines, their territories 
ſhould © devolve to the ſurviving branch. The ſtates of the 
country were ſummoned on this occaſion, and engaged by a fo- 


lemn oath to obſerve this family compact. Nicholas, count 


of Schwerin, acceded to the above treaty, and confirmed the 
expectancy he had already granted to prince Albert, of the 


towns of Boitzenburg, Wittenburg, (others ſay Schwerin) 


and Crivitz; on the other hand, the princes of Mecklen- 
burg favoured him with the expectancy of Greveſmuhlen. 
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$8Eh were the early ſtops that prince Albert took to ſtrengthen 


and aggrandize his family, och the diſturbances bf the Ger- 
män empire called him to 4 higher Tethe of action, where 


both he and his brother ſhone - with the grenteſt dighity and 


luſtre “. 
AzovT this tithe, the old most betwath the church and 


the empire wete revived with great animoſity, and all Germa- 


ny was divided into different factions. Lewis of Bavaria having 
Uundertaken ah expedition into Italy in 1326, in order to 
ſtrengthen the imperial party, made ſome Progreſs at firſt ; but 
the ſentence of Ci Mc oh; Which Had been ptonduhced 
againſt him by the ſee of Rome; hindered him from eruſhing 


the Guelfic confederates. In this Htuation things continued for 
ſome time, many of the Getman and Italian ſtates ſiding with 


the pope, and others with the emperor; hen pope Benedict 
II. dying at Avighon in 1342; was ſucceeded by Clement VI. 
a native of France. The former ſentences bf extortimunication 
were confirmed by this pontiff, who excited all Italy to rebel 
againſt the emperor. Lewis, in vain, endeavoured to be re- 


conciled to the ſee of Rome : Clement preſcribed ſuch unrea- 


ſonable conditions, as the head of the empire could not with 


dignity accept. Thoſe conditions he laid before the diets of 
Frankfort and Rentz, and they were rejected às derogatory to 


the independeney of the Germanic body. Invenſed at this re- 
fuſal, the pope renewed. the excommunication againſt Lewis, 
and ſent directions to the electors to chuſe another emperor 
within a time preſeribed, otherwife he aſſured them he would 
nominate one by his apoſtolic authority. He then began to 
promote intrigues and diviſions among the princes 3 Particular- 
ly, he concluded an alliance with the king of Bohemia, and his 
ſon Charles, and with Baldwin, archbiſhop of Triers. IT he 


elector of Mentz, refuſing to enter into this confederacy, was 
depoſed by the pope, and Gerlac of Naſſau ſubſtituted in his 


place. The latter convened an aſſembly of electors at Rentz, 
a village on the Rhine near Coblentz, where the emplre was 


* Crantzius Chemnitz; Latonius, Rechr, Frank, Buckholez. 


1 mn a Atcc aac — 


declared 


2 PORT 5 John, ing of e Baldwin, biſhop: 
of Triers; Gerlac, of Mentz ; and by the electors of Cologne 


and Saxony. The revolted electors choſe for emperor, Charles, . 


margrave of Moravia, eldeſt ſon of John, king of Bohemia; ; 
and the pope approved of their choice. : 

Tuts revolution was, indeed, in a great meaſure owing to the 

jealouſy which ſeveral princes and ſtates of Germany had con- 


ceived againſt the emperor, and againſt his ſon Lewis, the el- 
der, margrave of Brandenburg. The former had deprived 


the houſe of Saxony, and the Aſcanian branch, of the electo- 


rate of Brandenburg, to confer it on his ſon ; and the latter had 
given great offence to all parties, by feducing the rich heireſs of . 


Tyrol, Margaret of Maultaſch, to deſert her huſband, John, 
marquis of Moravia, ſon of John, king of Bohemia. Lewis, 
of Brandenburg, having lately buried his wife, Margaret, of 


Denmark, took . to his arms and bed Margaret Maultaſch, 
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Confederacy 
of princes 


againſt Lew- | 


is of Bavaria. 


with the advice and approhation of his father. Theſe, and 


other proceedings, had alienated the minds of many princes” 


from the emperor and induced them to enter into an alliance 

with John, king of Bohemia, againſt both the Lewis's, the 
father and ſon. 

Axons the reſt of the e was Albert, prince of 

Mecklenburg, whoſe mother, as we have already obſerved, was 

Anne, daughter of Albert II. duke of Saxony. He ſtrenuouſly 

adhered to the cauſe of his uncle Rudolphus I. elector of Sax- 


ony, who, with the reſt of the Aſcanian princes, bore an im- 


placable averſion to Lewis of Brandenburg. In order to cement 
this alliance, prince Albert had convened an aſſembly of all the 
neighbouring princes at Lubeck, ſo early : as 1345, under pre- 
text of celebrating the carnival, a time devoted to feſtivi 

and mirth. There he entered into a league with Charles, ſon 
of king John of Bohemia ; and concluded a treaty, at the ſame 
time, with Barnim III. duke of Stettin. But prince Albert 
had a particular view in eſpouſing the Bohemian party againſt 
Lewis of Bavaria; this was, to annihilate the vaſſalage of Star- 
gard, with reſpe& to Brandenburg, and to render that province 
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THE HISTORY Bock Iv. 
immediately dependent on the empire. The haughty beha- 
viour of Lewis of Brandenburg, ever fince his acceſſion! to the 


electorate, had rendered this a prudent meaſure in prince Albert, 
and the event ſufficiently juſtified his conduct. : | 
- NoTwiTHSTANDING this ſchiſm in the Germanic Way, the 


princes and ſtates in the intereſt of Lewis, preſerved their fide- 


lity and attachment to the very laſt, ſo that the emperor {till 


maintained his dignity and reputation. Charles, and his father, 


king John of Bohemia, who had now loſt his ſight, finding 
atv, unable to ſupport their pretenſions i in Germany, un- 


dertook an expedition into France, in order to aſſiſt Philip of 
Valois, againſt Edward III. king of England. Duting the 
famous conteſt about the ſucceſſion to the Gallic crown, Philip 
of Valois, and Edward III. had endeavoured to engage the 
princes of Germany in their quarrel; the former had the king 
of Bohemia on his ſide, and the latter moſt of the princes on 
the borders of France. Among thoſe adventurers who accom- 
panied the new elected emperor, Charles of Bohemia, on this 
expedition, was prince John of Mecklenburg, the younger 
brother of prince Albert. John, as we have before taken no- 


tice, had agreed to reſign, for ſome. time, the ſole care of the 


government to his brother, in; order to travel in foreign parts, 
where he might learn the rudiments of war; and, by obſerving 
the cuſtoms and manners of different countries, improve him- 
felf in politics, and the various arts of government. He had 
attended his uncle Rudolphus, duke of Saxony, to the late diet 
of election, where Charles was choſen emperor, in oppoſition 
to Lewis of Bavaria. Here he contracted a friendſhip and inti- 
macy with that young prince; and, looking upon France as 2 
proper theatre for difplaying his courage, he reſolved to attend 
the king of Bohemia, any his . in thay memorable 9 
tion. | ' 

Tre king of Bohemia was lain at the bardde of Creſly, which 


was fought on Saturday the twenty-ſixth of Auguſt, 1346, and 
will be ever celebrated in the Engliſh annals. This prince, 
though blind, would be preſent at the engagement, cauſing 
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1 his horſeꝰs bridle 10 be faſtened to thoſe of two gallant knights, 
who fell with him in the field. His ſtandard: was taken and 
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brought to the prince of Wales: three oſtrich feathers were 


embroidered on it in gold, with theſe words in German, Ich 
dien, that is, I ſerve : the prince, in memory of that day's 
ſucceſs, bore three oſtrich feathers in his coronet, with the 
ſame motto, which practice is ſtill obſerved. | 

- In this . memorable engagement, prince John of Mecklen- 
burg gave ſignal proofs of his intrepidity and valour. Charles, 
the ſon of the blind king of Bohemia, having been ſurrounded 
by the enemy, prince John had the good fortune to reſcue him 
out of their hands, and conduct him with ſafety from the field 
of battle. For which ſignal ſervice he was ever after dear to 
Charles, who immediately created him a knight for his extra- 
ordinary valour. It is affirmed, by ſome, that this dignity was 
conferred on prince John, not only by Charles, who was now 
become king of Dem but likewiſe by the French king, 
Philip of Valois. 

KxIOHT HOOD, or chivalry, was a military inſtitution, 
founded in the eleventh century. In thoſe times of anarchy 


Prince john 
of Mecklen- 


-bur diſtin 


guiſhes him 


ſelf at this. 


battle. 


and confuſion, the great lords were become ſovereigns on their 


own eſtates, and inceſſantly waged war with each other. Theſe 


hoſtilities obſtructed the ſecurity of the public roads, to the 
prejudice of commerce. The ſeveral diſtricts were defended 
by moated caſtles and towers, which ſoon. became neſts of rob- 
bers and banditti, (of which frequent mention has occurred in 
this hiſtory) who committed violences againſt the fair ſex, and 
plundered the unwary traveller. Theſe enormous abuſes pro- 
duced an affociation of noblemen of a humane diſpoſition, 0 


engaged, and even vowed folemnly to maintain the ſecurity of the 


public roads, and to protect the ladies. The aſſociation is ſaid to 


have begun in France, and ſoon ſpread throughout Europe. 


The members were ſtiled chevaliers, or knights; and, as their 
numbers increaſed, they formed themſelves into a military, and;; 
in ſome meaſure,” religious order. The dignity of this inftitu-. 
tion, was ſa very great, that the eie nobflity, and even 
| kings: 
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kings themſelves, aſpired to it. The candidates were. obliged 
to prove their nobility, at leaſt for three generations. At ſeven 


- year of age they were ſent to the houſe of ſome illuſtrious 


night, i in order to be educated in manly exerciſes, and trained 


up in the apprenticeſhip of chivalry: till they were fourteen years 


old, they went by the name of pages or varlets; but from that 
time they were ſtiled ecuyers, or eſquires; and ſaid to be ſortis 
hors de page. The eſquires were alſo diſtinguiſhed hy the name 


- of bas chevaliers, or inferior knights; whence is derived our 


word bachelor. The function of the eſquire, was to dreſs and 
undreſs his lord; to help him to mount his horſe; to put on 
his armour; to carry his gauntlets and ſhield ; in ſhort, to be 
his armour-bearer. At the age of twenty-one the eſquire was 
admitted a knight, after performi ſeveral religious and civil 
ceremonies, He was abliged to fa ſome days, and to receive 
the ſacrament, . Upon tho morning of his admittance he was 
clad in a white garment (for that of an eſquire was brown) and 
proceeding to the church with a ſword about his neck, he pre- 


ſented it to the prieſt, who returned it him again with his be- 


nediction. He then knelt down, with his hands joined, before 
his lord, who was to inſtal him. The principal perſons that 


aſſiſted at the ceremony, and ſometimes the ladies themſelves, 


helped to put on his armour : one gave him the gald ſpurs; 
another the cuiraſs; another the gauntlets, &c. But moſt ge- 
nerally the lord, who inveſted him with this dignity, performed | 
the ceremony himſelf, by delivering a ſword and belt into the 
hands of the candidate, and touching him thrice on the ſhoul- 
der with the flat fide of his ſword, or giving him a blow on the 


- cheek with the palm of his hand, which was the laſt blow he 


was to put up with while he breathed. Theſe ceremonies were 


obſerved only on ſolemn inſtallations ; but in the field, either 
before or after an engagement, the prince, or lord, only gave 
theaccolade, which was touching the candidate on the neck, or 


ſhoulder, with his ſword, and pronouncing theſe, or like words; 


In the name of God I make thee a knight.” The higheſt claſs 
1 Ker Was that of the knights bannerets, who were ob- 


. | liged 


N 
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11ged do prove theit nobility by four quarters, and to have ah 
eſtate lumeient to maintain fifty men at arms. They were 
called bahnefets; from their privilege of carrying 4 ſquare ban- 
net on the top of their lance. The order of chivalry was in 
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teſt vogue. at the time of the cruſades ; but, upon the de- 


clenſion bf the feudal ſyſtem, When kings began to have regular 
troops, the knights bannerets were no longer of uſe, and chi- 
yalry itfelf became little more than an empty name &. 
\- CnaRtEs, upon the death of his father king John, returned 
to Bohemia, without troops or money, yet, with the unanimous 
conſetit of the people, was raiſed to the Bohemian throne. The 
firſt ſtep he took, after his election, was to make preparations 
for war againſt the empetor Lewis; and, having taiſed a confi- 
detable army, he began his march into Bavaria, when he te- 
ceived advice of that prince's deceaſe. This happened at a 
hunting match, when Lewis was attacked by a fit of apoplexy ; 
and, falling from his horſe, immediately expired. He was the 


the poverty of the imperial demeſnes being inſufficient to main- 
tain the ſplendotr of a court. After the death of this prince, 
other competitors ſtarted up, Who, for ſome time, diſputed 


get rid of them all by two very powerful inſtruments, money 


who had hitherto acted in the oppoſition, he was crowned at 
Aix-la-Chapelle in 1344, by the archbiſhop of Cologne +. 

I conſequence of the gallant behaviour of prince John, at 
the battle of Crefly, he was ever after moſt dear to the emperor 
Charles, whoſe firſt act of gratitude, upon his return to Ger- 
many, was to inveſt that prince and his brother in equal right 
with the lordſhip of Stargard, and to render it independent of 
the margravds of Brandenburg. But as that was the fifſt ground, 
or introduction, upon which thele princes became members of 


2 Neem. ſur PAnc, Chev. Velly's Hiſt. of France. 
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firſt emperbr that conſtantly refided it his hereditary dominions, 


the imperial crown with Charles; but he had the addreſs to 
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and polfon; and, his election being confirmed by the princes 
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the empire, we ſhall be ſomewhat more explicit with regard to 


this inveſtiture *.. That the lordſhip of Stargard formerly be- 
Jonged to the inarquiſate of Brandenburg; and was transferred 
to the houſe of Mecklenburg by the marriage of Beatrix, 


daughter of Albert, margrave of Brandenburg, to prince Hen- 


— 


ry the Lion, has been already 1 mentioned in this hiſtory. Hen- 


ry the Lion looked upon it as an old family eſtate, which had 
reverted to him by marriage, and which he had a right to be- 
queath, at his deceaſe, to his ſons, in preference to his daugh- 
ter. The nephews of margrave Albert oppoſed this meaſure, 
imagining they had a better right to that country than the prin- 
ces of Mecklenburg. This occaſioned a war, in which, how- 


ever, Henry ſtill maintained his ground, and kept poſſeſſion of 


that province. But as the Aſcanian line became extinct, and 
Lewis of Bavaria was inveſted with the marquiſate of Branden- 


burg by the emperor his father, he entered, at firſt, into an 


agreement with prince Henry, by which the latter was to keep 
poſſeſſion of the principality of Stargard. The reaſon of Lewis's 
condeſcending to this agreement was, that he did not think it 


prudent to be at enmity with the houſe of Mecklenburg, during 
his conteſt with the Aſcanian princes for ſeveral territories in 
Upper and Lower Saxony. After Henry's deceaſe, Lewis in- 


ſiſted that the two young princes, who were yet under the care 
of guardians, ſhould receive from him the inveſtiture of Stargard. 
This, as we have already mentioned, was aſſented to by the 
guardians, of their own authority. But when the minority was 
expired, prince Albert and his brother were under great appre- 
henſions ; as Lewis, in his tranſactions with Pomerania in 1338, 
had given plain indications of his diſpoſition to ſeize on the 
ſeveral diſtricts, that had been formerly ſevered from the elec- 
torate of Brandenburg. Theſe apprehenſions naturally induced 


the young princes to embrace the Bohemian party, when 


Charles IV. entered into competition with Lewis of Branden- 


* The diploma of this inveſtiture is dated at Tuſt, Ob. 16, 1347. It is men- 


tioned in the inſtrument itſelf, to have been granted at the requeſt of Rudolphus, 


duke of Saxony, who is nominated to perform the ceremony of inveſting. 6 
| urg. 
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burg. Stargard being ſtill conſidered as a ſtate belonging t to 
the Gerinanic-body,- prince Albert and his brother, as ſoon as e | 
they received advice of of the death of Lewis of Bavaria, offered — 
to pay homage for it to Charles IV. - Charles ſeemed the more | ' 
ready to accept of this homage, as he was defirous of ſtrength- 

ening his party againſt the ſeveral princes, who were his compe- 

titors for the imperial dignity. The . gallant behaviour of 
prince John of Mecklenburg at the battle of Creſſy, had made 
a deep impreſſion on his mind, and at the fame time con- | 98 
4 him that this prince and his brother might be of great 
ſervice to him in his conteſt with the houſe of Bavaria; 
and; particularly, with- the margrave of Brandenburg. He 
could not, perhaps, have taken a more effectual meaſure 
to mortify that margrave, who ſided with his enemies, than 
by ordering that a country, which his father had lately made 
a fief to Brandenburg, ſhould be now conſidered as a ſtate 
immediately dependent on the empire. 
Tux margrave Lewis being highly diſſatisfied with the inveſti- 5 

ture of Stargard, went to war with the two brothers; but the 
diſturbances which ſoon after broke out in the electorate of 
Brandenburg, obliged him to conclude a peace, and reſign the 
lordſhip of Stargard to the young princes. Theſe e e 
were occaſioned by the impoſtor Waldemar, a creature ſet up 
by the policy of Charles IV. or rather, of Rugelphus, duke Bug 
Saxony *. 
Tris prince, being of the Afcanian line, conceived an im- Story of the 

placable hatred-againſt Lewis, margrave of Brandenburg, ever 2838 
fince the latter had been inveſted by his father, the emperor We 
Lewis, with that margraviate, which had ſo long belonged to 
the Aſcanian family. His averſion to that prince, induced him 
to join in the confederacy, by which Charles was raiſed to the 
imperial crown, in oppoſition to Lewis of Bavaria, father of 
the margrave,. In conſequence of this alliance, he received of 
Charles the inveſtiture of the Old-Marck, as a reward for his 


friendſhip and affiſtance. But the duke perceiving bimſelf un- 


apt e Crantzius, Bechr, Franck, Buckholtz, r 
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many tranſactions of that prince's life. The duke ſent 
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able to diſpoſſef the margrave of that territory by force of arms, 
Gu emperot᷑ Charles Rimſelf being, as Vet, in a tottering don- 
ition) had recourſe to an ex ſtratage m. 

Ie lived at à place called Hundluft, an old miller 
named Jacob Rehbock, who, in his younger days, had been a 
domeſtic to the margrave Waldemar I. the laſt elector of Bran- 
denbirg of the Aſcanian branch. In his perſon he bore a 
great reſemblance to Waldemar, and was well acquainted with 
pfivate- 
ly for this man, acquainted him with his defigh, which was to 
ſet up 4 pretendet to the margraviate, gave him Waldemar's 
feal with ſome old golden coins, informed him of feveral Rate 
fecrets, and deſired him to perfonate that prince, fince he 


found no difficulty to counterfeit his manner and voice, . He 


farther inſtructed him to begin the farce with drefling himſelf in 


a pilgrim's habit, then to rankble about the ener, to talk of 
paſt tranſactions, and to ſhew the ſeal and old coins as it were 
by accident; but to proceed, for a time, no farthet. 

Taz old milter underftood his bufinefs perfectly well, had 
been trained to tricks and artifices from his youth, and acted 


his part, upon this occaſion, to admiration. And now it be- 


gan to be rumoured about, that the margtave Waldemar was 


Rill living. Jacob then returned to the duke, and acquainted 


im with the progrefs of the farce, defiring farther inſtructions. 
The duke, highly pleaſed with this ſucceſs, bid him wait 
upon 'Otho, archbiſhop of Magdeburg, and declare himſelf to 
be the margrave Waldemar. The ar biftop, then only four- 
and-twenty years. of age, was ſon of the landgrave of Heffe, 
by whoſe ſuperior intereſt he had obtained this dignity of the 
pope at Avignon. The miller pretended to hive been already 


"twenty-ſeven years a pilgrim, in voluntary Exile from his na- 


tive country: that the motive which induced Him to lead fach 


a life, was regret at having married too near a relation, which 
| was Agnes his late wife, daughter of Hermannus, margrave of 


Brandenburg : that he could obtain no reſt till he unboſomed 
his mind, and poured out His e to a John XXII. 
| who 


1 


who enjoined him, by way of penance, to roam about the world 
as 2 pilgrim till the death of his conſort; having heard ſhe was 


to his native country. He begged him to obſerve, that he had 
no ambition-to reſume the reins of government, having fincere- 


lately departed this tranſitory life, he was, at length, returned 
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ly renounced the pomp and vanity. of the world; yet his con- 


| ſcience would not permit him to ſee the Bavarian family in 


poſſeſſion of that land, while ſo many of his relations of the 
old Aſcanian line were . living. The archbiſhop, young and 


credulous, was eaſily impoſed upon, eſpecially when he ſhewed | 
him the ſeal and the coins, and apprized him of ſeveral anec- 


dotes concerning former tranſactions. With regard to his fu- 
neral, he ſaid he had pretended ſickneſs, and carried on the 
deception by the interment of a dead body. The archbiſhop 
liſtened with ſurprize, was overjoyed that the holy pilgrim ac- 
quainted him the firſt with ſo important a ſecret, ſeemed to be 


greatly flattered, at his placing ſo. high a confidence in him, 


and entreated him to appoint a conference with the duke of 
Saxony and the princes of Anhalt, who were the remaining 
branches of the Aſcanian family, The duke, the contriver of 
this political machine, though highly delighted that the opera- 
tion- ſucceeded to his wiſhes, yet did not ſecm to ſtir in it, till 
the good prelate apprized him of the great ſecret ; upon which 
he expreſſed his ſurprize, and promiſed to enter into an agree- 
ment with the other princes of his family, for reſtoring the old 
margrave (meaning the counterfeit Waldemar) to his former 
e ee 2 
5 THe duke perceived that there Was very little proſpect of 
carrying his point againſt the margrave Lewis, who had a ſtrong 
party among the princes and ſtates of the interior parts of Ger- 
many, unleſs he could prevail on the princes upon the coaſt of 
the Baltic to join in the confederacy. With this v den 


e | iew he open- 
_ ed the affair to the dukes of Stettin and Pomerania, with pro- 


miſes to the former, that if they gained their point, they ſhould 


whole country betwixt them; and to the latter, that he ſhould 
rene 44 * at E e 2 * iS. ths te | | have 
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fend Jacob Rehbock back again to his mill, and divide the 


The impoſtor - 
is ſupported 
by ſeveral 
princes, and, 
among o- 
thers, b 
thoſe o 
Mecklen- * 
burg. 


* 
L beg tue Urker and! New-Marck, which he had lb long deſired 
to get into his poſſeſſion, © With regard to the princes'of Meck- 
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lenburg, he expected to prevail with them, by propofing to 
them'a ſtronger and more intimate connection with the German 


empire, with an exaltation to a higher dignity. This he had 
concerted with the new emperor Charles, who was privy to the 


whole - ſecret, though it was concealed from the princes of 


Mecklenburg. Stargard had been already releaſed from its 


feudal ſubjection to Brandenburg, and made a fief of the empire. 


And now it was propoſed to extend the ſame privilege to the 


whole country of Mecklenburg, ſo as to free it from all feudal 
claims or pretenſi ons of homage, which the houſe of Saxony 
might have to that country; and to declare it, together with 
Stargard, a dukedom of the Roman empire. The ſcheme ſuc- 


ceeded: prince Albert, and his brother, being deſirous of ſet- 


ting aſide all feudal claims or pretenſions of the electors of Bran- 


denburg and Saxony, to any part of their dominions, were con- 
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vinced that the moſt effectual way of attaining that end, would 


be to make their Whole country an imperial fief, and to become 
members of the Germanic body: they were, therefore, eaſily 


perſuaded to accept of the ducal dignity, and to eſpouſe the 


cauſe of the impoſtor, whom they 2 however, to be the 


real Waldemar. 
* Tarincs being now ripe for this important change, the two 


princes of Mecklenburg ſet out for Prague, the capital of Bo- 


-hemia, where the emperor Charles IV. at that time reſided. 


They were accompanied on this occaſion by their uncle Rudol- 
phus, duke of Saxony, who promiſed to renounce all rights, 
claims, and pretenſions of homage, that the houſe of Saxony 
might have formerly had, or ſtill retained over that of Meck- 


lenburg. This renunciation is mentioned in the emperor's 


patent of creation s, The two brothers. received the ſolemn 


The words of n are : Miniſteriales ths raſallos, ac omnia jura, 


poſſeſſiones, &c. quos & quas in terris Slaviz poſſidemus :” by which he means only 
the county and biſhopric of Schwerin, with the country of the Polabi, or Lawen- 


burg, But as to the country of Mecklenburg itſelf, the princes of that family had 
4} | _ always 
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jnveſtiture of their lands in Mecklenburg and Stargard from the 


emperor Charles IV. July che eighth; 1 349, and paid homage 
for, the ſame to that. prince; and to the empire. At this cere- 
mony were preſent, beſides the duke of Saxony above-men- 
tioned, Gerlac, archbiſhop of Mentz ; Barnim, duke of Stet- 


tin in Pomerania, with ſeveral other princes. Upon which 
the uſual patents were made out to Albert and his brother, 


declaring: their lands to be held as a fief, and co-eſtate 


of the Germanic body; and releaſing them from all feu- 
dal ſubjection to the duke of Saxony, or to any other power. 


Theſe letters patent are the ground-work of all the rights of 


the houſe of Mecklenburg at the diet of the empire; and are 


to be found in Gerdes 's Collections, and in Weſtphal's Diplom. 
Mecklenb. They are dated July the eighth, 1348. The em- 
peror Charles is ſaid to have made, in conſequence of this crea- 


tion, a change in the arms of Mecklenburg, adding to the buf- 
falo's head the ornament of a ducal crown. But there is no men- 


tion of any ſuch change in the patent; and evem before this period 
there were inſtances of a crown on the buffalo's head in the 
ſeals of thoſe princes. It is, however, certain, that the empe- 

ror, on the preſent occafion, granted to both the brothers, 


whom, henceforward, we thall ſtile dukes of Mecklenburg, 


the power of creating a new count, and inveſting 1 with 
certain fiefs, to ſupport his dignity ag 


always held their lands and poſſeſſions i in full ſovereignty. And in the whole tenor 
of this hiſtory, there does not appear the leaſt veſtige of their dependence, ſave only 
when the unjuſt violence of ee eo nee e greg age 
miſſion. See p. 9. 
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Several prince als 3 at the neo at W eh ducal 4 
nit in the houſe of Mecklenburg. | Duke Albert. engages in the 


war in ſupport of the e t Waldemar. Congreſs at Lu- 
bert. Peace concluded. Tbe county of Furſtenberg erected in 
N vour of* the family of Dewitz. 7 be county of Schwerin re- 
covered by the houſe of Meckienburg. Mar between Pomerania 
and Brandenburg, for the principality of Rugen. Claus Hahn 

defeated.” | Duke Albert and bis brother divide their dominions. 

Mar with the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg. War with the duke of 
Brunſwick. The emperor Charles IV. . the * conſti 
tution called the o Bull. | ny 


% 


H K elevation of the houſe of acbb to the ducal 
dignity, had given great umbrage to ſeveral princes, but 
more ecken to Waldemar, king of Denmark ; and Lewis, 
margrave of Brandenburg. Theſe two powers were bighly in- 
cenſed, chat the new dukes had paid homage to the empire for 
Roſtock and Stargard; to the former of which the crown of 
Denmark had feudal pretenſions, as the eleRorate of Branden- 


| burg had to the latter. The lords of Werle, Nicholas VIII. 
and Bernard. III. were likewiſe diflatisfied at this act of union, 


by which their couſins had incorporated their dominions with 


the Germanic body. There had been, indeed, ſome mifunder- 


ſtanding between the two branches before this period; but 
now the breach was greatly widened. For, notwichſtanding 


the princes of Werle had entered into a compact of inheritance 
with prince Albert and his brother in 1344, yet the very next 


year they repented their agreement, and concluded an alliance 


againſt them, with Lewis, elector of Brandenburg. Their 
jealouſy returning, as it were, by alternate fits, after they had 
renewed the compact of inheritance in 13 51, they entered into 
a ſecond alliance with the margrave Lewis in 1354, to ſecure 
RI" from the encroachments of their ir powerful relations. 


But, 
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But, at ings in'the year I 356, the two branches were tho- 
roughly feconciled “. LILLY 
Tur impoſtor Waldemar had affiſied a at ha laſt Week of 
duke Albert, and his brother, at Prague; where he promiſed 
to fulfil every article that had been agreed to in 1329, 5 
© matgrave Lewis, who afterwards refuſed to perform his 
| agreement. This promiſe, however, was made on condi-- 
tion of its proving acceptable to Rudolphus, duke of Sax- 


ony; and duke Barnim of Stettin; who were acquainted 8 


with the ſecret ſprings of the whole machinery. As Charles. 


IV. could now depend on the aſſiſtance of the dukes of 


Mecklenburg, againſt the margrave Lewis, who refuſed to, 
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acknowledge the validity of the late imperial election; he open- 


ly embraced the party of the impoſtor Waldemar, and ſet every 
engine at work in order to harrafs and diſtreſs the elector of 
Brandenburg. Barnim, duke of Stettin, took the lead, by 


marching an army into the electorate, where he made himſelf. 


maſter of moſt of the towns, except Frankfort on. the Oder, 


and Brietzen; the laſt of which, from its fidelity in 
holding out for the margrave, was called. Treuen, that. is, 
True Britzen. The duke of Stettin was ſoon joined by ſeveral. 
of the other princes.; and the allied army laid ſeige to Frank- 
fort on the Oder. The margrave, who commanded the garri- 
ſon in perſon, was now in danger of being ſtripped of. all his 
dominions. The emperor, after diſmembering whatever he 
thought moſt fuitable to his own conveniency, granted the in-- 
veſtiture of the remainder to the miller of Hundluft, with the 
prince of Anhalt,, 
and the duke of Saxony, who were both of that family from 
which the impoſtor claimed his origin. To complete Lewis 8 
misfortune, G a opinion that. the counterfeit, was the real: 
Waldemar, began to gain ground; for bold and impudent 
aſſertions never fail to meet with credit from the vulgar. Up- 
on this particular occafion, humanity and juſtice ſeemed equally 
to confpire, in inviting all the brave and generous to alſiſt an 


expectancy, in failure of iſſue male, to the 


* Chemnitz, Crantzius, Latomus, * a Franck. . 


: injured 


. * 3 8 5 ; / , 
4 * 4 8 ? . * 4 . Ws 


made a moſt gallant defence, though vigorouſly attacked by a 


formidable army. The beſiegers were encouraged by the pre- 
ſence of fourteen princes of the firſt rank, among whom was 


the empero 


r himſelf in perſon, with the archbiſhop of Magde- 


burg; Rudolph, duke of Saxony; Barnim III. and his fon 


Caſimir, dukes of Pomerania; Albert and John, dukes of 


of 
Net 
ſupports the 


margrave of 
Branden- 


burg. 


Mecklenburg ; Albert and Waldemar, princes of Anhalt, who 


puſhed the ſiege with the utmoſt vigour. They had pitched 


their camp before the Guben gate, where a Carthuſian monaſte- 
ry was afterwards erected. Thus ſurrounded, and hard preſſed 


by a moſt powerful army, the town ſeemed to be in dan ger of 
falling i into the hands of the enemy, when a ſudden diverſion, 
in its favour, baffled all the ne of this kd confede- 


racy. 7 

: Warpaian; king of Denanick, having e intelligence 
af the progreſs of the allies, was under great concern, and 
determined to exert the whole power of the Daniſh crown, in 


ſupport of his brother-in-law, the margrave of Brandenburg. 


He therefore convened a diet at Roſchild, where he obtained 


| ſufficient ſupplies to equip a fleet, with which he invaded the 


country of Mecklenburg. Duke. Albert, hearipg of the ravages 
committed by the Danes, found himſelf obliged: to fly to the 
affiſtince of his own ſubjects: whereupon the fiege of 


Frankfort was raiſed. King Waldemar, on the other hand, 


after plundering and laying waſte the whale country of Meck- 


lenburg, directed his march towards Pomerania. By the way, 


he laid ſiege to Stargard, which made a good defence, but 


was obliged, at length, to ſurrender. Theſe operations hav- 


ing been attended with ſome loſs to the Daniſh army, deter- 
mined king Waldemar to take up his quarters in that town, till 


he could be joined by a conſiderable reinforcement, under the 
command of Lewis the Roman, brother of the 1 302 of 


575 Bran- 


2 
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injured prince z and the Adlern cicoattence-/ of. his re- 
turn, fo inflamed the zeal of the adyenturers, that Mo impoſter 


was ſoon followed by a great number of adherent. 
In the mean time, the town of Frankfort on che Oder, | 
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dated The duke: of \Mocklenburgy after / driving. the 
Danes; with great ſlaughter out of Poel, had marched with the 


utmoſt expedition in purſuit of king Waldemar, WhO was now 


#0 ſhut himſelf up in the town of Stargard. Albert, 
joſing no time, inveſted the place, and was upon the point of 
ſeeing the ſuoceſs of his arms crowned by the captivity of the 
| . monarch, when advice was brought him of the approach 
of Lewis the Roman. This intelligence greatly diſeoncerted 
the duke's meaſures; he had not troops ſufficient to carry on 
the ſiege, and at the ſame time to give battle to Lewis the Ro- 
man. In ſuch a dilemma, he thought it moſt adviſable to raiſe 
the ſiege,” in order to attack prince Lewis on his march, and 
his junction with the Daniſh forces under king Walde- 
mar. His plan was well formed, and ſucceeded ;- after a moſt 
expeditious march, he came up with Lewis the Roman; and a 
battle was fought, which proved obſtinate and bloody. For- 
tune, for ſome time, held an even balance but, at length, de- 
clared in favour of the duke, who gained a complete victory, 
and took a conſiderable number of priſoners. 

Ix the mean time, the king of Denmark drew his forces out 
of Stargard; and, marching into Pomerania, was joined by a 
body of troops belonging to the duke of that country: with 


Albert, with his victorious bands, haſtened to the relief of 
the beſieged; and the king drew, up his army to give him bat- 
tle. Both parties were waiting for the ſignal to engage, when 
ſome of the more moderate nobility in the reſpective armies 
propoſed an accommodation. Accordingly, a ſuſpenſion of 
arms was agreed to, during which they endeavoured to ſettle 
the terms of a definitive treaty of peace. Such a meaſure could 
not but be highly acceptable to king Waldemar, who was then 
at ſo great a diſtance from his own dominions, and had been 
informed that his fleet was obliged to fail back to Denmark. 
The emperor was alſo deſirous of a peace, being convinced that 
it would be impoſſible for him to enjoy his crown in quiet, un- 
leſs he deſiſted from his 9 328 the margrave of Bran- 
4*FDL. . | | denburg. 


theſe he inveſted Berlin, which had declared for the impoſtor. 


Peace con- 
cluded. 


14 
1 
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e Hut he had entered. into duch ia connection with the 


cCounterfeit Waldemar and his ee Oat 5 could not 


mi recede from his ain 
The conteſt *' A' CONFERENCE was therefore held, and: the parties conſent- 
er oh ed to an interview at Bautzen in Upper Luſatia. At this aſſem- 
8 Waldemar bly were preſent, the emperor; the dukes of Saxony and 


examined. 


Mecklenburg; the elector Palatine; the margrave of Miſnia; 

the king of Denmark; the margrave of Brandenburg ; and his 
two brothers, with ſeveral princes of that party; beſides 
a multitude of other perſons, Who were either intereſted 
in the deciſion of ſo important an event, or came to give 

their teſtimony at that celebrated inquiry. The conference 
ended in a treaty of peace, by which Lewis, margrave of 
Brandenburg, was to preſerve his dominions, to receive the in- 
veſtiture from the emperor, and to relinquiſh ſuch parts of the 


| eleQtorate. as had been appropriated by that prinee, namely, 


_ almoſt the intire margraviate of Luſatia. The emperor, on 
his part, engaged not to diſturb the margrave in the quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of his dominions, but to hold a congreſs ſoon after, in 
order to determine the affair of the eee Waldemar. 
Between the margrave and the duke of Mecklenburg it was 
agreed, that the former ſhould relinquiſh all right and * of 
ſovereignty or juriſdiction over the principality of Stargard; 
that he ſhould eſpouſe Ingeburga, the daughter of duke Albert, 
who, for her dower, ſhould have the towns of Lentzen, Wer- 
ben, Sechuſen, Perleberg, and. Arenſberg; and that the priſoners 
taken by her father at the late memorable engagement with 
e the Roman ſhould be releaſed without ranſom. 
A 'CoNGRESS was ſhortly after held at Nurenberg; and Ru- 
pert, elector Palatine, having heard the witneſſes, pronounced 
judgment, that the counterfeit Waldemar was an audacious im- 
poſtor z and the fentence was. afterwards confirmed by the em- 
peror. This ſolemn declaration put an end to a farce, in 
which the impoſtor had ſo long acted the principal part with 
5 unparalleled effrontery. Men are, by nature, prone to follow 
fortune, and to forſake. er 7 thei greateſt ne, 
ee -  » wan 


b „ 
hen become the victims of bvertey, Phe it beigen | 
the preſent vecaſion : ''onr-adventurer was abandoned by, moſt 
of his adherents, and compelled to retire to Anhalt, the mar- 
grave of which country refuſing to acknowledge the juſtice of 
the ſentence,” gave an honourable reception to that famous 
pretender. There he paſſed, the remainder of his days in the 
obſeurity to which his birth ſeemed to have conſi gned him, and 
died at Deſſawy in 1356 * Such was the: ie of an affair, 
which had ſpread the flames of war through ſeveral parts of 
, and had like to have proved : fatal to the ancient and 

powerful hvoſe of Bavaria +. 

EINE Waldemar, before he e to Denmurk, held a AS. 
congreſs at Lubeck, at which were preſent Lewis the Roman z Lubeck: 
William, duke of Luneburg; Rudolphus, duke of Saxony; 

Erie, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg'; 'Cafimir, duke of Stettin; 
Wratiſlaus, duke of Wolgaſt; and Albert, duke of Mecklen- 

burg; with the counts of Holſtein, and ſeveral other princes + 

of Germany! Here the king concluded a treaty with duke 

Albert, dy which the princeſs Ingelburga, then only three 

years of age, was promiſed in marriage to Henry, afterwards 

called the Suſpenſor, eldeſt ſon of duke Albert. For her dower, 1 
ſhe was to have ſix thouſand marks of ſilver; and, till ſhe at- . | 
tained" to an age of maturity, was to be educated under the $94 Ds | 
tuition of the mother of her intended ſpouſe, duke Henry. | ee i 
After the conſummation of the nuptials, ſhe was to have for Yi 
her maintenanee, during life, the towns of Gnopenhuſen, Rib- 

benitz, and Teſſien, with all their appurtenances. On the 

other hand, duke Albert promiſed to aſſiſt the king in reuniting 

to his crown the different provinces that had been ſevered from 

it at the time of Chriſtopher II. excepting, per Boſe 

fiefs Which were in the dpke's own poſſeſſion. 
Turs ſame year two grievous calamities befel the coutery of Public cila- : | 
Mecklenburg ; ; the firſt was, a dreadful fire at Wiſmar, which mite. : 0 
© * That this man was not an impoſtor, but the real Waldemar, M. Guydling, = 
his Atlas of Brandenburg, has maintained in our days; but he-isfingle in bis opinion. 

MN Chemnitz, Bechr, Franck, Buckholtz, Mallet, Barre, Pfeffel. 

ys _ N : 


The county 
of Furſten- 


the family of 


T. H E 1 1 1 o * * Book-Iv. 


8 A the towen-houſe with all the. records: and charters 
belonging to that city. 75 The ſecond Was, a devouring peſti- 
lence, one of the moſt deſtructive ſcourges mentioned in hiſtory. 

It had begun its ravages on the coaſts of the Mediterranean, and 
from thence extended its malignant influence to France, Eng- 
land, and Germany, Where the ſuperſtition of the vulgar, and 
their inveterate hatred to the Jews, made them abſurdly lay it to 
the charge of that unhappy nation. In the city of Wiſmar alone, 
two thouſand people were ſweꝑt off by this diſeaſe in the ſpace of 
one month: with equal rage and malignity at ſpread itſelf to 
Scandinavia, where a fourth part of the inhabitants died of this 
fatal malady. Even the ſows and frozen mountains of Iceland, 
could not preſerve that country from the infection; the greateſt 
part of the natives periſhed ; neither has it yet been able to re- 
pair the loſs ſuſtained upon that occaſion ®. .. 

Azour this time was erected the county of r 
2 of the illuſtrious family of Dewitz; an event which 
merits our particular notice. The princes of Mecklenburg 
having been raiſed to the ducal dignity, it was apprehended, in 
purſuance of the political ideas of that time, that they muſt 
have ſubordinate to their juriſdiction, a perſon, dignified with 
the title of count, to attend them in their military expeditions, 
according to the original inſtitution of that office. Rudolphus, 
duke of Saxony, having relinquiſhed his feudal claims upon duke 
Albert's inveſtiture, the county of Schwerin, the only one in 
the territory of che Venedi, was become a fief dependent on 
the new dukes. But the count of that name refuſing to ſubmit 
to ſuch feudal tenure, a new county was erected. by the empe- 
ror. Charles IV. in favout of the two brothers, Otho and Ulric 
of Dewitz: this was at the requeſt of the new. dukes, from 
whom they were to receive their inveſtiture. The father of 
theſe noblemen, Otho of Dewitz, hab been appointed firſt coun- 
ſellor or miniſter of ſtate, by prince Henry the Lion, and pro- 
bably was one of the guardians of duke Albert and his brother. 
His ſons, Otho and Ulric of Dewitz, had ä toge- 
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ther with duke Albert, -which gave chem un opportunity of in 


Tü family of Dewitz is one of the moſt veſpe table i in a the 
country of Mecklenburg and Pomerania, being deſcended from 
the ancient Venedi. Their name they 
ſhip of manor of Dewitz, ſituated on the other ſide of Stargard. 
Ihe county erected on this occafipn was of conſiderable extent, 
containing Strelitz, Furſtenberg, Konau, Arenſberg, Wuſtrow, 
Droſedow, and ſome other places. Strelitz is indebted to this 
family for its preſent dignity as a city, ſince before this period 
it was omly a village. The two counts founded a new town. 
on this very ſpot, and favoured it with the privilege of 


ting themſelves with their ſovereign / 9 een Hg noo 


Account of 
the famiy of 
Dewitz. 


derive from the lord 


taking three golden cups for its inſignia, being the arms of 


Dewitz . But the dignity of the counts of Furſtenberg did 


not remain long in the family. In the ſpace of twenty years, 


the indiſcretion of the two brothers, James and Gerard Dewitz, 


proved fatal to themſelves and to their poſterity.. Theſe noble- 


men were poſſeſſed of eſtates, which lay partly in Mecklen- 


durg, and partly in Pomerania; and, conſequently, were held 
of different ſovereigns. In the war which broke out ſoon after 


. between'the' two provinces, the brothers unfortunately prefer- 


ted the fide of Pomerania. Duke Albert reminded them of 
their duty as his vaſſals, and of the obligation they owed him 


for their new dignity. But his tak proved ineffec- 
tual : they took the field in conjunction with the. duke of Po- 
merania; and duke Albert reſenting this behaviour, ſeized. 
the county of Furſtenberg, and deprived” the two brothers. 
of their new honours. - Such is the inconveniency which 
a vaſlal feels, from holding under two lords or ſovereigns in 
oppoſitevintereſts. Phe family, however, is ſtill pofſeffed of 
conſiderable lands in Mecklenburg and Pomerania; in the latter 
particularly, it has the ancient eſtate of Daber, granted to it as 
an in on the above occaſion, by the dukes of Pomera- 
nia. From this place the Dewitzes take the title of Schloſs-- 


© | The original deed, ſigued Ocho and Ulrie, counts of Furſtenberg, f is preſerved: 
x Strelitz,, where the author of this hiſtory ſaw.it. in — tated 134. 


da 8 g5(eſlene,, 


1350. 


The county " 


of Schwerin 
_ recovered by 

- the heuſe of 

Mecklen- 


burg. - 


| Nicholas: IV. acknowl 


A f vaſſals. One of the Dewitzes hath the hereditary right of be- 
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the Venedi, duke Albert had thereby 
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5 ee vſually given to ſuck as have a IT I adorned 


with battlements ; a title of conſiderable note in that coun- 
try. There are ſeveral gentlomen, tenants to that noble fa- 
mily, and diſtinguiſhed: by the name of gub-ſeudarii, or rear 


ing elected provincial counſellot in Pomerania, in the circle of 
Daber. This noble family hath alſo produced many fa- 
mous generals, three of whom, in che preſent century, ſig- 
nalized themſelves in the Pruſſian ſervice, and one in the Da- 
niſh, beſides another in the Imperial army, Who was ho- 
noured with the order of the golden fleece. It has likewiſe 
given birth to many able miniſters and ſtateſmen, among whom 
we muſt not forget the illuſtrious baron de Dewitz, envoy 
extraordinary to the king of Great - Britain, from both the 
courts. of 8 e e carne over wich n reg ma- 


Bur duke Albert's eat was not exiaiiphd to matters 
of dignity - and ceremony; he had conſtantly in view the 
intereſt and aggrandizement of his family. To attain this 

end, he had dexterouſly availed himſelf of the gòod diſ- 
en of the emperor Charles IV. and of the friendſhip 
of his uncle Rudolphus, duke of Saxony. 'This prince 
having renounced all feudal ſovereignty over the country of 
acquired the right of 
ſeignory or Juriſdiction over the county of Schwerin. But 
Otho, the reigning count of that diſtrict, ſhewed no re- 
gard to the above- mentioned renunciation; neither would 
he pay any homage to the houſe of Mecklenburg. The 
firſt time that duke Albert gained footing in the county 
of Schwerin, was in the year 13 50, when the widowy of count 
edged him as her lord paramount; 
and put herſelf under his protection, together with the town 
of Crivitz, and the diſtrict of Leſem, which ſhe had received 
for her dower. But this being an affair of the higheſt conſe- 
quence to the ſerene family, as it proved eee their 
be . "SE den, Franck, Buckholez, hors e 
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recovering : the. county of Schwerin, their" ancient qatſinony,. 
it may not be improper to trace matters to their origin, and 


to throw the whole tranſaction into one point of vier. 
Nichor As III. count of Schwerin, was the firſt of the Cats 


1s: that gave any hopes to the houſe of Mecklenburg, of ſuc- | 


| ceeding to that county. So early as the Fear: 1334, he entered 


into an agreement at Sternberg: with the princes of Mecklen- 


burg, by which they acquired the expectancy of Crivitz and 
Boitzenburg. In the year 1345, he perſuaded his couſin Ni- 
cholas IV. of Schwerin to accede to the above compact; and 
this agreement was alſo concluded at Sternberg. On the other 
hand, the princes of Mecklenburg granted the expectancy of 
Grevſmuhlen to the counts of Schwerin. Nicholas III. had 
no iſſue; but his elder brother Gunzelin V. who. died i in 1338, 


left two ſons, Otho and Nicholas V. Count Otho approved of 


this whole tranſaction in 1347 and farther agreed, that the 
princes of Mecklenburg ſhould receive eventual homage, or 


oath of allegiance, for Crivitz and Boitzenburg. Count Ni- 


cholas III. dying without iſſue in 1349, his eſtate, or i aan 


mony, devolved to his nephew, count Otho. | 
Tas: Otho, firnamed Roſa, had a brother, count Nicholas 


V. but Otho alone ſeems to haye held the reins of government. 


He poſſeſſed himſelf of the whole county of Schwerin, which 
was now reunited under one head. In 1347 he had given his 


conſent, as hath been already obſerved, that his couſins ſhould 


grant the expectancy of their eſtates to the princes of Mecklen- 


burg. But he repented this conceſſion the enſuing year 1348, 


when the two brothers were created dukes and princes of the 
empire: for Rudolphus, elector of Saxony, having renounced 


all feudal claims to the country of the Venedi; the princes of 


Mecklenburg, in whofe favour that renunciation had been made, 
began to form pretenſions to the ſupreme juriſdiction of the 
county of Schwerin; and, on that account, to exact homage. 


Nicholas IV. the laſt of the elder branch of the family, be- 


| deer at his in 1 1309. to * wife Elizabeth Wide- 
| | , 1 en 5 2 | ernte: T Find. 


P A? TY 
FIT © 


ti 


allo ſu ppoſed to have acknowledg | 
- and therefore it Was, "that his widow; approehenfive of being 
diſturbed'in her poſſeſſion by count Otho, made no manner of 


13 50, under the 
pretending to have'a' better right to the eſtate, Which was ap-. 


were poſſeſſed of all ſeignor 


1351. 


- antacked the town of e 3 but the — belonging to 
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kind, of a noble family in the biſhoprie of Minden, the'town 


of Criyitz; and the diſtrict of Leſem, for het dower. He is 
this claim of ſovereignty 


difficulty to put Herſelf, with her father's conſent, in the year 
protection of duke Albert. But count Gtho 


pointed for her dower, and that ſhe had no legal power to diſ. 
poſe of it to the prejudice of her huſband's family; to avoid all 


further moleſtation, ſhe fold the whole property thereof to her 
8 protector. It ſeems that count Otho was miſtaken in 


point; for, at that time, by the laws of Germany, widows 


fince duke Albert was obliged to ſell the village of Cumrow, 
with all its rights and privileges, to the town of Gnoyen, in 
order to raiſe the money. He then prepared to take poſſeſſion 
of the above eſtate, confiſting of the town of Crivitz, and diſ- 
trict of Leſem, when count Otho openly oppoſed him. Irri- 


tated at this proceeding, duke Albert reſolved to affert his 


right by the ſword, and even to maintain his claim of ſu- 
preme juriſdiction over the whole county ; inſiſting, that Otho 
ſhould either quietly reſign it, or receive it from him as a feu- 
dal tenure. Otho refuſing to comply, duke Albert marched 
a body of troops into the country; and, in ſpite of all oppoſi- 
tion from the count, made himſelf maſter of Crivitz and Wit- 
tenberg. At length, an accommodation was effected by means 
of prince John of Werle; and, in virtue hereof,” duke Al- 


bert kept poſſeſſion of . but Wan was reſtored to 


count Otho. 
Tux following your, 13 51, While duke Albert Was e 


in the Pomeranian war, of which hereafter, count Otho looked 


Ne it as a favourable opportunity for recovering his loſt terti- 
With this deſign he fell upon the diſtrict of Leſem, and 


duke 


ial rights and privileges over their 
7 aper dowers. The purchaſe muſt have been conſiderable, 
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to caiſe the ſiege. and took him priſaner. He was carried from 
thence to Winer, where he remained in _durance till 1352. 


Hete he bad time to reſſect ſeriouſiy, which induced him to 


adopt new. meaſures for the regulation of his conduct. For as 


gave ber away in marriage to prince Albert II. ſon of duke Al- 
dert, and afterwards king. of Sweden : for her portion, ſhe had 
not only a-confiderable' ſum of money, but likewiſe the right 
iaberitance to the whole county. As a fecurity for the per- 
formance of this engagement, he put duke Albert in poſſeſſion 
be, eee 1353, and departed this life in 
1357 His wife was deen tet "RO John of 
Werle Goldberg. 
Dunne theſe proc L 4 Nicholas v. 
was highly e with his conduct. As ſoon as count 
Otho breathed his laſt, count Nicholas received the homage 
of the towns of Schwerin and Wittenberg. On the other hand, 
duke Albert had tho inveſtiture of that county conferred upon 


him by Rudolphus, alector of Baxony . Such being the poſture 


of affairs, duke Albert marched an army into the. county of 
Schwerin, and made himſeif maſter of every town and diſtrict 
therein, except the capital, where count Nicholas commanded 
in perſon. Duke Albert had the misfortune of being 

from before this town by the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg ; yet he 
was not diſmayed, but laid fege to it again, after he had re- 
ceived freſh ſuceours from William, duke of Brunſwick Lune- 
burg; and from the nobility of the county, The fiege 
of this place detained the duke much longer than he expected. 
The garriſon being numerous, made ſeveral ſallies, and fur- 
prized the camp of the beſiegers. The neighbouring peaſants 
alſo, allured by the profpe@ of gain, diſguiſed themſclves in 
Fe and ole into the enn 


We. that this juriſdiction was afterwards ſup eded ; probably in 
conſequence of the SERINE of TINY _—_ of 
Vol. II. 3 68 . ſions 


| abe Alben mode fo gallant a defence, chat they obliged him 


he had no other Hue than a daughter, named Richardis, he 
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ony in 1346, to all 
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Albert. By virtue of that treaty 


withdrew ſoon after this agreement from the 
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tons in boste to the inhabitants At length; the ſiates of the 
county interpoſed their good offices and, in 1353, they pre- 
vailed on count Nicholas to come to an agreement with duke 


lord t of the eounty. At length, count Nicholas this 


0 very year 1 358 reſigned his right to the county of Schwerin, 
in favour of the -houſe of Mecklenburg, for twenty thouſand 


marks of ſilver. The money was agreed to be paid at different 
inſtalments; and upon the firſt payment of five thouſand marks 


in 1358, che country as reſigned to the duke, and has ever 


ſince continued in this ſerene family. To raiſe the purchaſe 
money, Albert was obliged to treat with the city of -Roſtock ; 


and, in order to keep the inhabitants of. Schwerin in aWe, he 
made it the ducal reſidencgce. dbl 


'CounrT Nicholas V. ho was alſo nun by thawame of count 
1 eklenburg, by being poſſeſſed of that ens n Weſtphalia, 
county of Schwe- 
rin. But he ſtill kept Boitzenburg in his 8 28 4 pledge for 
the, remaining fifteen thouſand et Fg of which, at different 
payments, he afterwards received four thouſand two hundred. 


This he locked upon as a tedious way of. proceeding, and 


therefote wanted to ſell the town of. Boitzenburg to the 


city. of Lubeck, for. the remainder of the money. The inha- 
bitants of Boitzenburg would not ſuffer. themſelves to. be ſold in 
that manner, but ſubmitted. to duke Albert, who, upon taking 


poſſeſſion: of the town, abſalutely refuſed. to ID Further 
payment. Nicholas's ſon, Otho of Teklenburg, and his ſuc- 
ceſſors long after that, endeavoured by repeated applications, 


to obtain the remainder of the money; but all their endeavours 


proved fruitleſa. Tired with ineffectual applications, the counts 
of Teklenburg dropped their pretenſions ever ſince 1 564; their 


family is now extinct; and the county of ae is deyals- 


ed to, the preſent houſe of Rrandenburg. . DG A 

Ix relating the recovery of the i important county of Schweria, 

we have deviated from the order of time; we. Ol now come 
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| .  No- (ont ere" the-two brothers raiſed We aun n 
than the gan to think of aſſerting their claim, in conjunction 
will theprinces of Werle, to the principality of Rugen. For 


this purpoſe, they had entered: into a treaty of alliance with 


port tei mutual pretenſions. The nature of thoſe claims has 
deen alſu explained, | together with the hoſtilities which broke 
ont at that time, and the truce by which they were ſuſpended. 
The pretemt for this trure, on the part of the dukes of Pome- 
tania; Was to prepare a ſolid peace, which ſhould terminate all 
differences While their real deſign was to take advantage of a 
tramſicnt calm and put themſelves in a condition to renew the 
war with greater vigour than'ever.* In the mean time, under 
a ptetence of moderation, ſeveral conferences were held; and 
_ they" choſe MWaldemar; king of W ſor an e of 
their differences. arri e | 
Br as ſoon as the'Poinenmi 0 bad ae "he heels 
ary preparations for t 
trop into the neighbourhood: of Grimm, and made dane 


_ thoſepirincer in 1348 (as hath been already mentioned) to ſup- 
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aking the field, they marched a body of 


maſters of that place, by the treachery of the commanding | 


officer; From thence they proceeded to Bart, and met with 
the ſatneTaceeſs; though without any infidelity in the governor. 
In conſequence of this behaviour, the flames of war broke out 


anew” between Pomerania and Mecklenburg. Duke Albert 


having concluded a treaty with the Lubeckers, with whom he 
had been at ſome variance, raiſed a conſiderable ſum. of money 


| for maintaining the war; by granting of privileges to ſeveral 
noble families; or, by confirming thoſe already granted by his 


anceſtors ; particularly to the town of Wiſmar, whoſe privi 


leges, or charter, had been burnt in the late fire. All things 


being now in readineſs for taking the field, the Mecklen- 


burghers marchediwith/three armies into Pomerania; the firſt 


under the command of duke Albert; the ſecond headed by 
prince Nicholas of Werle; and the third by a valiant again, 


named Claus Hahn. Duke Albert directed his march to Bart, 


4 and oons recovered that town. Prince Nicholas, alſo, made 
EE. EE... 


Claus Hahn 
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mittl maker of Otimms, whore the "ER 
- ed the place, "was taken priſoner, und condemned to — 
alive. - The third, Which was the Weakeſt divifien; under tho 
command of Claus Hahn, marched towards Loitz, In order to 
lay fiege de « baſtle of great ſtrengih in that nelghbourhood. 
With Rs Were ths count of Gutzkow, and ſeverat gallant 
knights, all caper to Aiftinguith themſelves by their Exploits. 
But duke Barnim of Pomerania, à prince of great experience in 
the military art, having reinforced his army with a body of 
auxiliaries ſent by the murgrave Lewis the Roman, who had 
ſucceeded his brother Lewis the Ancient, can up with the 
Mecklenburghers under Claus Hahn, the twenty- fifth of Octo 
ber, at a place called Schoppen, not far from Loitz. The 
battle was obſtinate and bloody, both fides being animated by 
the of their commanders. ' A Haughter was 
made among the knights under Claus Hahn; at length, this 
general himſelf being wounded, was obliged to quit We: weld ; 
and victory declared itſelf in favour of duke Barnim. 

 ArTxx the unfortunate defeat of Claus Hahn, duke 
las of Pomeratiia, marched with all cxpediti 


Albert, in hopes of deſtroying that diviſion of the Mecklen- 
burg army. But Albert acted ſo cauti 


upon this occa- 
ſion, that Bogiſlaus could not attack him to any advantage; 
and the ſeaſon was now ſo far advanced, that the armies were 
no longer able to keep the field. Mean while, the dukes of 
Mecklenburg renewed their alliance with the princes of Werle 
for five years; and made preparatious for opening the cam- 
paign eatly in the fpring, with more numerous forces. But 
prince John of Goldberg happening to die this very year; 1351 
the alliance was fomewhat weakened ; and the king of Den+ 
mark offering his mediation, the propofal was accepted. King 
Waldemar was a proper perfon to arbitrate theſt differences, 
| being agreeable to duke Albert and his couſins,” partly becanfe 
that e had lately coneluded a peace with them Hirnſelf. 
and partly becauſe his anceſtors had ceded che printipality of 
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miected . moderator by the dukes. Foimeranie; ſince 
855 ſurmiſed, that aldenvar. of Pome not be. 7 partial 


bert, knowing him. ko be brother-in-law to eg 


: 


king * Sweden, and an enemy to the Daniſh inteteſt. Ia con- 
ſequene® of this arbitration it was determined that the Pomera- 


mans thould keep the territories in diſpute, on condition of pay ne 
e . thouſand marks of filvet ; and that, for a of 
the payment, the towns of Grimm and Bart mould be depo- 
ſited; As before, in the hands of Nicholas, prince of Goldberg, 
Duke, Albert was fain to acquieſce in this award, otherwiſe he 
would; have been obliged to contend with 5 many, and too 

powerful enemies. Zan 

Tus enſuing year was emorsble 85 the marriage of 


prince 


229 


1352. 
Duke At- 


Albert, fon. of duke Albert, to Richardis, daughter of Otho, bert and bis 


count. of Schwerin. About the ſame time John, brother of 


Holſtein, reſolved. to be no longer connected with his brother 
in the joint goyernmeat, but to have his ſhare of the paternal 
inheritance... - The two brothers, therefore, came to a partition 
of their dominions, by which duke Albert refigned to duke 
Jcha che principality of Stargard, the town and government of 
Sternberg, With the _caltle of Eldenburg, and the gartiſon | 
towns ch the bouſe of Mecklenburg then poſſeſſed in the 
marquiſate of Brandenbur by way of depot. Duke Albert 
had.the remainder-of the dominions 15 Mecklenburg; and ſoot 
after, by the acquiſition of Schwerin, became the moſt power- 


ful of any of the princes of his family. The preſent regulation 


was agreeable, not only to the ancient cuſtom of the country, 
hut likewiſe, to. the feudal law. But leſt it might be of any 
prejudice to the family, ſhould either of the brothers happen to 
die without iluc, in which. caſe his ſhare would devolve to che 
empire, ad afterwards took care to have it confirmed by his 


cal ; majeſty... After this tranſattion, hiſtory takes but 
little notice * duke John, whoſe poſterity formed a new . of 
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brother di- 
vide their 


duke Albert, having eſpouſed the daughter of John, count of dominious. 1 
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* Gade with Abenden luſtre in the Panic an- 
5, On-account. of the birth of the illuſtrious/princeſs Marga 
tet; whs, after tlie death "of her father Wilden III. ſuc- 
"  cceded! to the crbwil of Denmark. The many virtues, and 
uncomtnon intelisctusl qualities of this princeſs, Which ſeem- 
— to Be in every. reſpect above her ſex, raiſed her afterwards 


+». $6: RET Sweden, by dethroning King Albert of the 


Hhonfe of Mecklenburg; and procuted her the glotious title 


of Semiramis of the e eg The birth of great perſonages is 


The Pome- | 


often attended with circumſtances: of an extraordinary nature, 
ads Was that of Margaret: The king, her father, having for 
dale years entertained a ſuſpicion of the virtue of his queen 
Hedwig“, kept her confined in the caſtle of Seeburg. One 
day as he Was N from hunting; à ſudden thought made 

him repair to the caſtle, where he after wards formed a deſign 
'* 1 pend the night with'one of the queen's Women. The lady, 
whole! virtue declined even the embraces of a monarch, not 
daring openly to refuſe him, had recoutſe to artifice ; and 
availing herſelf of the ſhades of night, betrayed the king into 
the artis of his lawful wife, where, by the powerful operation 
25 a deluded fancy, he enjoyed all the pleaſures of ſtolen love, 
in dhe arms of her whom he had long fince neglected. and for- 

Ae The queen concelved in conſequence of the embraces 
of this night, the miſtake not being diſcovered till the morn- 
ing; and che birth of the princeſs Margaret” Wes; nine months 
after, the fruit of thoſe endearments. 

Tur peace with Pomerania, 2 concluded wider the 
mediation of Denmark, was of very ſhort duration. Scarce 
had the ſword been ſheathed, I duke of Pomera- 
nia, deſirous of being revenged of prince Nicholas of Guſtrow, 
for joining with'duke Albert in the preceding war, 'trumped up 
a pretenſion to the lordſhip of Stavenhagen. Nicholas, con- 
an in his alliance with duke Albert, refuſed to comply with 


„ Queen Hedwig of Slefwick- ben into-@ifgrace wich this Ming, ber huſband, i in 
conſequence of FF a Da- 
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#{ e 4 and; ; upon which hoflilities were revived 
bythe Pomeratians, who, once more, made themſelves maſters 
of Grimm: *Duke Albert, faithful to his engagements, march- 


6” immediately" to the affiſtance of his cotifins of Werle, and 
lid gege to Grimm, Which he took by ſtorm, and put the 


rriſon to the ſword. The Pomeranian a army being ſtrongly 
reinforced, not only Tetook Grimm, but alſo made themſelves 


maſters of Bart, where the Mecklenburghers undetwent the 
ſame cruel fate as the garriſon of Grimm. Such was the barba- 


rous practice i in that unpoliſhed age, When commanders, in the 
wantonneſs of their reſentment, exerciſed the utmoſt rigour of 


the laws of war againſt their vanquiſhed foes, which was as ri- 


gourouſly 1 retaliated on their own forces, to the utter diſgrace 


of reli gion, good ſenſe, and humanity. 


. at this juncture died Otho, count of Seliwerin; frnammcd 
the: Roſe, without iſſue male; whoſe daughter Richardis was 


married, as hath been already mentioned, to Albert the ſecond, 


ſon of the duke of Mecklenburg. S8o able a politician as duke 


Albert would not loſe ſuch an opportunity of recovering a very 


fine principality, the ancient patrimony of his anceſtors, He 


therefore concluded a peace once more with the dukes of Pome- 
rania, and reſigned his right to the conteſted territory of Rugen, 
cal reſerving the ecoleſtaſtieal juriſdiction of the biſhop af 


prelate by the diſtrict of 
Tribbuſes, and the town of Stralſund. Stavenhagen, with its 


Schwerin, and the tithes due to that 


diſtrict, was ceded i in perpetuity to the princes of Werle, to be 
held, however, as a fief of the dukes of Pomerania, who were 


obliged to pay, at length, the thirty- one thouſand marks of | 
_ filver, for which the town of, Bart and Grimm had been ſo 


13546 


long depoſited in the hands of the above princes; though bd 


ſome pretend they paid only a part of the money. After 


this tranſaction, duke Albert applied his whole attention 


to the im fucceſſion of the county of Schwerin; the 
particulars of which have deen! related'F: in og, Horegoing 
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in the marquiſate of Brandenburg in the late war, duke Alben 
 vietue-of this agrenment, he reſigned to him the tons of Ly. 


_ gagodthe attention of this illuſtrieus aflenbly, They entered 
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was obliged to agres to a ne partition with that p 


t prince. Jn 


chen and Wesenberg as also the eaſtles af Arenſberg and 
Ramelow, together with the county of Furſtenberg: reſerving 
to himſelf the right of facceſſion to thoſe territories, In caſe the 
brother ſhould happen to die without male iſſue. The two 
dnke of Stargard having (adjuſted matters to their mutual ſa- 


tisfaction, onteted into 4 new treaty ee 


wich Niir hals and Bernard, prinoes of Werle. 
Ader the ſame time was hald an — in Lubeck, at 
which esd f che neighbouring princas, and. among others, 
the dukes of Mecklenburg, aſfiſted. The chief motive of 
their miecting as nat to amuſe themſelves with carouſals and 
ſueh ke eatertginments; matters of a mare ſerious nature en- 


into a conventien, by which each prines promiſed to exert 
himfelf in extirpating the handitti, by whom: that hole coun- 


try, and eſpecially the neighbourhood of the Hanſe towns, 


was maſt-griovetifly ' infeſted. This nuiſanes had been of a 


e eee and af 
many princes, by hom it was viſibly 


enoouraged. | 
Wes muſt not diſſennble on this occafion, that duke Al- 
bert himſelf had lain under a very heavy imputation, for taking 
ſeveral of thoſe men into his army,-ſoon after he had been raiſcd 
to the ducal dignity. Many of them had been expelied their 
country by the counts of Holſtein, and the eities of Hamburg 
and Lubeck. for their outrages and violence. Among theſe were 
ſome of the family of Xulen, who diſtinguifhed tharmſelves in 
the duke's:fervice. ' The intrepidity of thoſe adventurers ren- 


| dered them as agreeable to the princes, under whoſe banners 


they ſoughit in time uf war, as they proved terrible and odious 


0 dhe commercial towns of that neighbourhood in time of 


For having no regular pay, when the war was at an 


ws they were le looſe as free-booters, to hre upon the p e 


2 & % 


chip. o Fi V AND E I A. 
The depuiies of Lubeck, Hamburg; and Luneburg, waited 


that before he had been raiſed to the ducal dignity, and created 
a prince of the empire, he had given many ſhining proofs of 
his piety and juſtice, eſpecially in protecting the high roads for 
the ſecurity of commerce. But now that he was raiſed to ſo 
| high a rank, he ſeemed, they ſaid, to overlook thoſe enormous 

crimes, and to ſuffer depredations and murders to be committed 
in his dominions with impunity : à connivance that would 


greatly leſſen his reputation among all his neighbours. Duke 


Albert made anſwer, that it was owing to the iniquity of the 
times; as he had many powerful enemies to contend with; and 


it was impoſſible for him, in ſuch critical conjunctures, to pre- 


ſerve that ſtrict diſcipline he defired, leſt he ould make thoſe 


bold adventurers his enemies; but as ſoon as peace could be 


reſtored, he would take care to repreſs their - licentiquſneſs. 
The Hanſe towns, diſſatisfied with this anſwer, entered into an 
alliance with "Pic, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, againſt duke 
Albert ; and. 


burg. The troops of Lawenburg were commanded by Henry 


Lutzow, and thoſe of the Hanſe towns by Hartwick Ritzerow, 


an advocate of Lubeck. The forces being joined, directed 
their march into the county of Schwerin, and laid fiege to the 
caſtle of Nienkerken, belonging to the above-mentioned fami- 
ly of Zulen. The caſtle was taken by erm, and fix of the 
ringleaders were put to death: ſeveral merchants who had been 
confined' in this place, were releaſed; and the fortreſs was de- 
moliſhed. Proceeding from thence, they made themſelves 
maſters of the caſtles of Kemmien, Teſfien, and Kuſſien, be- 
longing to the family of Slucken, and levelled them to the 
ground. In like manner they alſo deſtroyed the caſtles of Bern- 


ſtorff, Secher, Niegendorpe, Borgaderſtorpe, Lancken, Nan- 
nerdorp, Steenhorſt, Culpien, Gudow, and Reborſt, which 


were all dens of ves and e places of banditti. 


upon Aulce Albert, to complain of the outrages of thoſe ban- 
2 and to ſupplicate for a redreſs. They reminded him, 


iſed an army to invade the country of Mecklen- 
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War againſt 


the duke of 


Saxe-Law- 
enburg. 
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| IM Dux Albert was nat in the leaſt offended with this proceed- 


ing, but acknowledged His; error. (in having connived at the 
outrages of thoſe plunderers. He, therefore, as ſoon recon- 
ciled to the Hanſe towns ; and, upon this occaſion, entered 
into a treaty with them, to render the high roads ſecure to tra- 


vellers In this treaty; was al ſo included Otho, count of Schwe- 


rin. The tables at this time were turned upon Eric, duke of 


Saxe · awenburg. whoſe domininions were become the princi- 


pal ſhelter of the banditti. The ſame complaint lay, alſo, 
againſt Magnus, firnamed Torquatus *,: duke of Brunſwick- 
Luneburg, who had encouraged thoſe robbers to infeſt the do- 


minions of Mecklenburg, and to commit great ravages on the 


frontiers. Duke Albert, after concluding an alliance with the 
Hanſe towns, as alſo with Otho, duke of Luneburg, reſolved 
to march himſelf i in e to n. meren of mol peſts of 
fociety: Nstetees 

Tux troops nf eee undes: che nd of their 
Sornteigh,; ſoon. penetrated into the duchy of Saxe-Lawenburg, 
to chaſtiſe duke Eric for taking thoſe robbers under his protec- 


tion. Duke Eric's name is ſeldom made honourable mention 


of in the hiſtories of the age in which he lived. His ambition 


prompted him to make his neighbours uneaſy by a variety of 
pretenſions and claims, which, however, he had not ſufficient 


power to ſupport. The banditti in the duchy of Lawenburg, 


were, probably, duke Eric's ſoldiers, who had been employed 
in - aſſerting. the rights of their. ſovereign, but were unable to 


raiſe their pay in any other manner, than had been practiſed 
ee a hundred years in other parts of Germany. They were 


he cauſe of this ſirname is thus related: Magnus, in his younger days, had led 

a very diſſolute life, ſo as to be a nuiſance to his father's ſubjects, as well as to thoſe 
of the neighbouring ſtates. The father having, in vain, eſſayed every gentle method 
to reclaim him, had recourſe, at length, to menaces; declaring be would hang 
him, if be perſiſted. in committing the ſame outrages. Magnus laughed at his father's 
"threats ;' and told his comrades, by way of joke, that ſhould' it ever be his fate to be 


hanged, it ſhould be with a filver chain, on the account of his ducal dignity. And, 
in deriſion, he always wore a un chain about his neck ; whence mensa 
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privilege eged to beg wherever they Would; but a8 this could 


e but little in Lawenburg, they made up the :deficiency 
with roBbing and plundering in other diſtricts, which had been 
already encumbered with beggars. The great neſt of theſe 
banditti was the caſtle of Ratzeburg: duke Eric reſident in 
this place and had, on that very account, incurred a general 
odium . In his ſervice was the above-mentioned Hartwic of 


Ritzerow, a perſon diſtinguiſhed for his ſignal bravery. But 


the troops under the command of the duke of Mecklenburg, 


having penetrated into the county of Schwerin, and duchy of 
Lawenburg, made themſelves maſters of the caſtles of Darſing 


and Ratzeburg; and reduced duke Eric to ſuch ſtreights, that 
he was obliged to ſubmit, and to join with duke Albert in ex- 
tirpating the robbers. Hartwick of Ritzerow, being per- 


fectly acquainted with their places of ſhelter, conducted the 
troops to the caſtles of Duſow, Loſſan, Redevien, Dommenitz, 


Meyenburg, and Muggenburg, which were all taken and le- 


velled to the ground. The like fate befel the caſtles of Gorloſe 


and Stavenow. When we reflect on the horrid depredations ſo 


often committed in theſe petty ſtates, we cannot help feeling 


for the ſad condition of humanity, which ſo long groaned un- 


der the lawleſs exertions of violence; a melancholy conſe- 


quence of the want of polity and civilization; and the natural 


reſult of that wild form of government, or rather, that ſtate of 
anarchy, known by the name of the feudal ſyſtem. 
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Duke Albert afterwards turned his arms againſt the other War with 


great protector of the banditti, Magnus Torquatus, duke of the duke of 
Brunſwick-Luneburg, who having been excluded from his ſuc-. * 
ceſſion to the duchy of Luneburg, reſolved to maintain his 
right by force of arms. For this purpoſe he had collected a 


body of 1 thoſe ruffians; and, in order to train them to the uſe 
of arms, had 'employed them, for ſome time, in making in- 
curſions into the neighbouring ſtates. But duke Albert ſoon 


obliged him to deſiſt from thoſe violences, and even to with- 
draw his protection from the banditti. Vet theſe outrages were 
fterwards repeated ; and duke Albert was often at variance 
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wdkeduke Magnus on that s » fan; which, reaſoh, in the 
year 1373. be eſpouſed the cauſe of duke Wenceſlaug of Saxe- 
Anhalt, whem Otho, duke of Luneburg had appointed his-heir. 
Qn this occaſion, duke Albert made himſelf maſter of Domitz, 
and ſome other places, of which: the houſe of Mecklenburg has 
ever ſince kept poſſeſſion. But Weneeflaus was diſappointed of 
his aim and duke Magaus, er rather his ee acquired 
the poſſeſſon of Lune burg. 
The | WP About this period was enacted by the 4 Charles Iv. 


Charles IV. the famous eonſtitution of the empire, called the Golden Bull, 
Gelten pan. with the conſent of the electors, and a number of princes. 


This is zeckoned a fundamental law of the empire; the chief 5 
. articles are as follow: 4. The number of electors is fixed to 0 
: ſeven (to whom. two more baue been ſince added.) 2. Each ö 


Vas of theſe has a particular offiee him; the manner of ex- 
| ercifing-. this. office is preſcribed, and, at the ſame time, the 
ſubordinate hereditary, officers. are nominated, who, are to diſ- 
change thoſe functions in the abſence of the cleQors, and ex- 1 
cluſive of their ambaſſadors. 3. The ceremony of the election ; 
and coronation, is regulated ;.the firſt of which is to be perform- 7 
ed, at Frankfort by a plurality of votes, and the ſecond at Aix- | 
la-Chapelle, by the elector of Cologne. 4. Fhe two. vicariates 

- are eſtabliſhed; that of the count Palatine of the Rhine in the 
territories depending on the Franconian, Bavarian, and Suabian 
law ; and that of the ele$ors, dukes, and counts Palatine of 
Saxony, in the territories governed by Saxon law. 5. The 
electorates are declared indivifible ; the ſucceſſion therein is re- 
gulated according to the right of primogeniture; and the Ag- 
natic tutelage, or that of the neareſt relation, is introduced. 

6. The electors are confirmed: in all. the rights of favereignty, 
called territorial ſuperiority. 7. The — of Bohemia is 
ꝑlaced iat the head of the ſecular cleQors, and it is enacted in 
his favour, that in caſe of a minority, or in default of relations 
capable of adminiſtering the regency, it ſhall devolve to the 
| ſtates of the country. "This is the ſubſtance — law, 


ba Chemnitz, Latomus, Bechr, Franck. 
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de Belt therge-andetwenty chapters 6f which were ſettled at” 


Noreribergs andthe following eight at thie diet of Metz that 
ame 5er The original i preferved at Frankforr; it is writ 
ten it the Latin tongue on very ordinary parchment, 'with'a 
great ſeal of gold faſtened to the bottom by ſtrings of yellow and 
black Mk. At the diet of Metz, where this Bun was complet- 
ed, the emperot 
waited Su at table by the Foe: officers of the crown *. 
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hates i Steen ee . Mas 11 Ax bis 15 Eric. 


Ny of accommodation concluded by Fs mediation of duke Al. 
bert of Mecklenburg. © Duke Albert concludes à compact of inhe- 


 ritence'wwith- bis 'couſhns of N erle ; and marries his daughter In- 


geb urge to Lewis the Roman. New privileges granted ta the 
city of Roftock. Die Albert joins w01th' the Hanſe towns in the. 
bur with Waldemar, king of Denmark. Peace concluded at 
Lauber. Mur between duke Albert and the duke of Saxe- Lau- 


enburg. Long fleeh of a ffudent ar Lubeck. Aſſembly in that 
city, ' where duke Albert acts as Ne between the 510 Us 
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e deſtructive flames among the neighbouring poten- 


tates of the north. Duke Albert being nearly related to that 
crown, was unavoidably- involved in this important con teſt, 
which afterwards; by a turn of fortune in favour of his own 
regal dignity. The 
perſpicuity of hiftory requires, that' we ſhould'trace- theſe dif- 


family, contributed to its exaltation to the 


turbances to their ſource; it will be, therefore, proper to re- 
ſume dur narrative of the affairs of Sweden, beginning from the 
elevation of Magnus Smeck to the throne of that 1 


* Heis, —.— Prefſel. | + See page 140, 141. | 
WES | Mac- 


Charles IV. held his ne court, and \ Was | 


Wer this Ae emperor was aſefulty inves: 
2 in ſecuring the tranquility of Germany by ſalutary laws, 
the fury of civil diſcord in Sweden rekindled her fatal torch, 


.. 
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Bad conduct 
of king 
Magnus. 
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Madnos Stex e Was only an infant thret years of age, 

A the Swedes raiſed him to the throne, in 1319, in the 
room of king Birger II. who having thrown his own brother, 
the father of this young. prince, into priſon, there cruelly 
ſtarved Rim to death. The ſtates appointed Matthias Kette]- 

mundſon, a perſon of great merit, and a conſummate ſtateſman, 
for the young king's guardian. During the life of this great 
and able miniſter, . Magnus's reign, was glorious and fortunate, 
He was not only king of Norway, in right of his mother, but 
the rich and i province of Schonen had likewiſe ſurren- 
dered itſelf voluntarily to the crown of Sweden ; and Walde- 


mar, king of Denmark, found it vain to make any oppoſition. 


This proſperity of the kingdom of Sweden induced the princes 


of Mecklenburg, Henry the Lion and his ſon Albert, to court 


the alliance o chat crown: and hence it was, that the latter 
eſpouſed the ſiſter of king Magnus, the princeſs Euphemia. 
But little did the king, or his guardian, or even duke Albert 
himſelf imagine, at that juncture, that this marriage would 
give birth to a prince, by whom king Magnus was, one day, 


to be dethroned. Such, however, was the order of Providence: 


but, it muſt be acknowledged, king Magnus himſelf had 


greatly contributed to this revolution, by his imprudent admi- 


niſtration. And yet it is poſſible, that the accuſations brought 
againſt that unhappy. prince, are not all conformable to truth; 
but that the ſpirit of faction and diſcontent, has ſurmiſed him 
guilty, of more crimes than he really committed. 
GREAT part, however, of this prince's misfortunes, were 


. owing to the /ill-condu of his queen, a woman of a proud, 
haughty, ſpirit, and of inſatiable ambition, to which ſhe facri- 


ficed every conſideration in life. This was the princeſs Blanche, 


4 daughter of the count of Namur, whom Magnus eſpouſed up- 


on coming to years of maturity. His guardian, Matthias 
Kettelmundſon, dying ſoon after, he took the reins of go- 


vernment into his own hands. But his adminiſtration was 


as inglorious, as his life proved irregular and debauched. He 


Py no reſpe& to age and experience, but was intirely directed 


0 * Smeck ſignifies a diminiſher, becauſe he diminiſhed the dominions of Sweden. 
: by 
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by,; rah and incenßderate young. people. To complete his 


ne, che queen was affiduous in promoting her minions, 
(of whom the bad brought great numbers from her own country) 
to the higheſt offices, for which they were utterly unqualified ; 


ile the Swedes; of diſcernment and merit, were deſpiſed and 


neglected, This partiality, however, not only drew an odium upon 
herſelf, but alienated the affections of eee le from her huſband. 
By this princeſs king Magnus had two ſons, Eric and Haquin, 


both of them hopeful princes, and beloved by the people. 


Magnus had now reigned in peace the ſpace of twelve years, 
ſince the death of his guardian, when he wantonly engaged in 
a war againſt the Ruſhans, In order to defray the charges of 

this expedition, in which he had no other view, than to ſig- 
nalize himſelf by his exploits, that is, to ſport with the lives 
of mankind, he levied ſeveral new taxes on his ſubjects, by 
which they were grievouſly oppreſſed. Among other hardſhips 
complained of, was the introduction of a body of foreign caval- 
ry, Which Henry, count of Holſtein, had brought over from 
Germany. Having prepared every thing for the campaign; he 
began his march againſt the Ruſſians ; and, penetrating into 
their country, made himſelf maſter of the caſtle of Noteburg, 
and all the territory adj acent. But, notwithſtanding theſe ſuc- 
ceſſes, he ſuffered Himſelf to be ſurprized by the enemy, dur- 
ing a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, which he had concluded with 
them for two months. Magnus was then obliged to retire 
from Ruſſia with diſgrace ; and the Swediſh garriſon, which 
he left behind him at N oteburg, was intirely put to the ſword. 
The whole | province of Finland would have been laid waſte, 
on this/occaſfion, had he not thought proper to relinquiſh part 
of Carelia to the Ruſſians, The Swedes, nevertheleſs, retook 


it ſome time after, though the Ruſſians inſiſted o on the rann of : 


the treaty concluded with Magnus. N 

Bur as this prince had been obliged to levy n new e on the 
people, in order to carry on the Ruſſian war, he was under the 
unhappy neceſſity of having recourſe to the ſame expedient, to 
enable n to en the "_ unten during the late ex- 
rf... beine iu edition. 
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pedition. * he As neceſſity of affairs. conſtrained him to 

In gage the crown lands and, among the reſt, he pled 
eto of Calmar to Henty, count of Holſtein, for a fans « of 

money. This was ſufficient to excite a general murmuting 


' amongſt the people; but there Were other complaints againſt 


the unfortunate Magnus. The 
prince, for having converted to 


zope had excommunicated this 
uſes of the Ruſſian war, the 


7 money called St. Peter's-pence, which Olaus, one of his pre- 


verned by his favourite Abdageſes*, This object of the popular 


deceſſors, had granted to theſes of Rome. On the other . 
the public was incenſad at his extravagant fondneſs for a worth- 
leſs. favourite. For, as an acute writer obſerves, the people 
prefer even a vieiqus prince, who knows how to govern, to 
a weak ſavereign, who is fwayed by favourites. Thus the 


Parthians 4 after depoſing Artabanus On account of his eruelty, 8 


reſtored him again to the throne, when they found that Tiri- 
dates, whom they had ſubſtituted in his ſtead, was intirely go- 


odium in Sweden, was a private gentleman, named Bengt, 


Or Bennet, ſon of Algot, and judge in Weft Gothland. 80 


laviſh was he of his favours to this youth, that he made him 


duke of Halland z and, What is | ſtill more ſurprizing, the 


queen herſelf was equally charmed with his converſation, and 


: SR her affection for him beyond all the bounds of decency. 


Magnus de- 
poſed, and 


the crown 


The favourite, intoxicated with ſucceſs, abuſed his power ; 
this rendered his maſter contemptible ; and the people began to 
think that a prince, who thus ſacred handelf to be e governcd, 
was not worthy to reign. he 5 WERE 

Tusk repeated grievances, 3 che Grate to . an 
addreſs to Magnus, that he would reſign the kingdom of Swe- 


conferred on den to Eric his eldeſt fon. Whether their deſign was, by this 
his fon Erie. ſtep, to induce the king to reform. his conduct, and to govern 

the "aca with greater equity and juſtice, - or, whether they really 
intended to chuſe another ſovereign in his ſtead, the addreſs 


vas not at all agreeable to Magnus. But when a nation is op- 
”. Tnaye nomen apud {mbellem externa melt vim in Abdageſs dome, 'Tacit, 
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0 deſpair is apt to Rifle aal ſentiment of duty. Magnus 
| 22 to comply wich the advice of his ſenate, the Whole 


body of the nobility roſe 1108 in prong and conferred the crown 

on his ſon Eric 1 e 

Mäcues being ahliged to dad into Schoen! ppl d to the 
| 1 of Denmark for ſuccours, in order to recover his domi- 
nions. But Waldemar made him ſenfible, that his application 
would be ineffectual, except he agreed to reſtore * province 
of Schonen to Denmark. Thus the negotiation proved ahor- 
tive. It Was renewed; however, ſome time after; a con- 
ference being held in the city of Lunden, where three Daniſh, 
and three Swediſh prelates, endeavoured to promote a reconci- 
liation between Magnus and his ſubjects; and to eſtabliſh a 
laſting peace between Denmark and Sweden. But the reſtitu- 
tion of Schonen proved an inſu perable obſtacle to the treaty. 
Max while Magnus and his ſon Eric, aſſiſted by their adhe- 
rents, wag againſt each other with the moſt implacable *c 


fury. Eric had ſucceeded ſo far in his firſt attempt, as to ob- 


lige his father's. minĩon to quit the kingdom; and in a ſecond 
engagement, Where he had alſo the advantage, he deprived him 
of life. Magnus, deſirous of revenging this affront, had ſent 
his wife Blanche into Denmark, to ſue for ſuccours to king 
Waldemar. This ſtep only increaſed the reſentment of the 
nobility, who were afraid leſt ſo artful a politician as Walde- 
mar ſhould deceive king Magnus to the prejudice of Sweden. 
Thus they grew more firmly attached to Eric; and things were 
carried to ſuch an extremity, that the kingdom of Sweden was 
become a ſcene of bloodſhed and confuſion. - -. . 

SUCH was the melancholy ſituation of affairs in that country, 
when duke Albert of Mecklenburg, who was ſo nearly related 
to the Swediſh; crown, thought proper. to offer his mediation, 
in conjunction with his ſonrin-law Adolphus, count of Hol- 
ſtein. The friendly propoſal, at length, was accepted; and, 
an aſſembly being appointed to be held at Jenkopping, duke 
Albert with his two ſons, Henry and Albert, attended by a 
ſtrong body of troops to enforce his mediation, went over to 
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N aud 
on Eric. 


1356. 
A Ret og of 
peace con- 
cluded by 
the media- 


tien of duke 


Albert, 


4 


tled, and a 
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Wehl Aſter warm debates, the conteſt, at length, was ſet- 
treaty: concluded, by which Magnus was to reſign a 


moleey-obtheikih kihgdom t0 his on Eric, and to conſent to his 
enjoying, alſo, the regal title. The father had, for his ſhare, 


Upland, Gothland, the (provinces of Wermland, ind Dalkcar. 


| lia; wich che northern part of the province of 'Halland, Weſt⸗ 


Gothland, and the iſle of Ocland won the other hand, the fon 


as to have, for his ſhare, Schonen, Bleking, and the ſouthern 


part of the province of Halland; together with Smaland and 


Finland. Magnus was, likewiſe, Weste to promiſe he would 
deliver up to king Eric, all che | 
Schonen + the ſtates being ſenſible, chat! the King of Denmark 


and records relating to 


aimed at making himſelf maſter of that ret rho 


In return 


for the ſervices done by duke Albert, on this occaſion, both to 
the kingdom and the royal 


family, by preventing a further 


effuſio of blood, king Erie oeded to him the eaſtles of Schanoer 
and Falſterbode, with all their appurtenances ; and the pariſh 
a e ony to have and to hold during the ſpace of twelve 


ans 


1356. 
Duke x Bos 
concludes a 
new compact 
of inheri- 
tance with 
Werle. 


Duke Albert 
marries his 
daughter In- 
1 to 
wis the 
Roman. 


Ning Eric, ke wiſe, inveſted both the duke's ſons with 
ity of South-Halland; and with the lordſhips of 
Bier geheret and Noridiſbeheret, inthe provincoof Schonen. Thus 


were the flames of this cruel-and unnatural war extinguiſhed 


for ſome- time; and the duke; with dete. Bins, let Gail 1 2 


for his own dominions *. 


Ot of the firſt — duke Albert; upon 150 5 return to 
Mecklenburg, was to conelnde a ſolid and Ehle g peace with 
the princes of Werle, whoſe alliance had been lately courted 
in a particular manner by the margraves -of Brandenburg. The 
duke being fenfible, that ſuch an alliance boded no good to his 


family, endeavoured to defeat it by the preſent treaty of peace 


and inheritance, in Which he Was joined by his brother John, 
duke of Stargard. Soon after this thorough reconciliation of 


the two branches of Werle and Mecklenburg, the duke fulfilled 


his engagement with Lewis the Roman, by marrying bis 


daughter Ingeburga, to that prince, in purſuance of a former 


* Cranta. Chemn. Latom. Pontan, Pufſendorff, Spener Hubner, Franck. . 
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4 Thisi-milght) alſo. bea Groke: of-policy in hopes of 
making n iend of that elector (who had lately ſucceeded 
Lewis his brother) in attempting the recovery of the county of 
Schwerin The particulars; of that tranſaction have been al- 
ready, related/at-large f, vhere we have ſeen duke Alberts ſue- 
cels;/and the great acquiſitions which. he procured to, his family. 
We ſhall only add to the preceding actount, that, in order to raiſe 
the money he had agreed to pay to count Nicholas of Teeklen· 


burg⸗ for che county of Schwerin, he was obliged to have re- 


coutſe to the inhahitants of Roftocki; This city had; for ſome 


time, enjoyed & ſtate of tranquility, during which, its com · 


meree rdſe ti a flouriſhing: condition. In tlie year 1257; 
prince Henty Burevinus had favoured the magiſtrates of that 


town with the third part of the judicial power, or civil juriſ- 


ditions! in all matters of property. And now they purchaſed 
the remaining part of the ducal juriſdaction in civil cauſes; in 
conſideratioh of which they paid him tio thoufand marks of 
filver. And as it had been hitherto cuſtomary, according to 
the Saxoli lav, to appeal from Roſtock to the courts of Lad, 
the dike granted a farther privilegeito! the magiſtrates, to pro- 
hibit, or allow, of ſuch appeals as they thought proper. The 


diploma conferring this juriſdiction, is dated at Wismar, Nov. 


1357. 


1388. 
He grants 
new privi- 
leges to Roſ- 


tock. 


29th, 1358, and was confirmed by the duke of Stargard: both 
the brothers, after eonferring a full right of juriſdiction, and pa- 


tronage of the public fehook, ratified all * ee of the 
ſenate and people of Roſtock f. K 5th 

Alrar had now acquired ſo great ME FER of reputation, 
that whenever afiy. diſputes: intervened among the neighbour- 
ing princeg, they: thought it incunibent upon them to chuſe 
him for theit umpire, or miediatof Of this we have a remark- 
able inſtance at this time, in the conteſt between Lewis the 
Roman; margrave of Brandenburg, and the duke of Pomerania, 


concerning the towns'of Paſewalck and Torgelow. The nature 


of Look . was this: The en Charles NV. w at 
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Rn or to grant to Lewis we Rod the invec. 
titure of the . of Brandenburg, after the deceaſe of 
the counterfeit Waldemar in 1 356, Lewis began to revive the 
old feudal elaims of his abe to ſome diſtticts of Pomera- 
nia The dukes of that country tejecting all ſuch claims, the 
conteſt, according to the cuſtom of thoſe days, was likely to 


be deeided by the ſword⸗ In this diſpute, prince ſohn of 


_ Goldberg joined withi Brandenburg; and count Ulrie of Furſ- 


1358. 
1359. 
1360. 
1361, 
Duke Albert 
. Joins with 
the Hanſe 
towns againſt 
Waldemar, 
king of Den- 
mark. 


Na ne upon the account of Daber, ſided with Pomerania. 


Fhe chief point related to the above mentioned towns of Paſe- 


walck and Torgelow; which the elector of Brandenburg de- 
manded of duke Barnimof Stettin. Some hoſtilities had taken 
place, when duke Albert interpoſed, and had the honour of 
effecting 
of the treaty were, that the town of Paſewalck, and both the 


old and new town of 'T'orgelow; ſhould be in the poſſeſſion of 


the dukes of Pomerania, till the margrave paid thirteen thou- 
and marks of ſilver for their rcedemption x 

Duin theſe diſputes, a war broke out between Maklemar, | 
AR of Denmark; and the Hanſe towns, in which duke Al- 


bert would willingly have acted as 4 mediator, but was obliged, 
contrary to his inclinations, to take part, on account of the 
cities of Wiſmar and Roſtock, which were connected with the 


-Hanſeatie confederacy. The cities,” known by the name of that 
alliance, were now arrived at the higheſt pitch of power, hav- 

ing engroſſed almoſt the whole trade of Europe. Their opu- 
lence and grandeur began to give umbrage to ſeveral princes of 


the north, but to none more than to king Waldemar. This 


ig 


and ſtudied every means of reducing their exorbitant power. 


For this purpoſe he had concerted meaſures with other princes, 


and revoked the privileges which had been granted by his an- 


ceſtors to their veſſels trading in his ports. Not ſatisfied with 
tteſe ſteps, he took every opportunity of diſtreſſing them, and 
f ſhewing them the higheſt marks of his bop gorge Having 


—_ Cbemaite, Latoritup Franck, Buckboltz. | eat 


© lately 


an accommodation between the two parties: the terms 


prince had looked upon them for ſome time with a jealous eye, 


e „ VAN D N 
„ e With Magnus, king of Sweden, by 


by that prince to aſſiſt him in puniſhing his ſubjects of the iſle 
of Gothland, ho refuſed to pay ſome new-raiſed taxes. The 
imprudent conduct of that prince had now created a general 
diſcontent, and throwen the kingdom once more into the great- 


eſt confuſion. But of this more hereafter. Waldemar availing 
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which he obtained the ceſſion of Schonen, he was called upon 


himſelf of the opportunity to ſerve his ally, or rather his oeͤ n | 


purpoſes, began with making a deſcent in the iſle of Goth- 
| 1 vchere he cut in pieces fifteen hundred of the inhabitants, 


who ſtobd upon the \defenſive., Then having made himſelf 
maſter of the open country, he marched his army into the 


neighbourhood. of Wiſby. This famous city is ſituated on 
the weſt ſide of the NN and has a commodious harbour, 
which rendered it, at that time, one of the principal trading 
places in the north. It was likewiſe celebrated for its laws 


= relative to commerce, by which the maſters of ſhips belong- 


ing to the Hanſe towns, were intirely directed. It was, alſo, 
the great ſtaplo, or magazine, for the whole trade which 
the above- mentioned towns carried on throughout the Baltic. 
Merchants from all parts of the world were ſettled in this city, 
and enjoyed ſuch extenſive privileges, that they hardly conſi- 
dered themſelves as dependent on the king of Sweden. Upon 
the approach of the Daniſh army, the ee willing to 
fave-their. town from being plundered, opened their gates, and 
offered; a ready ſubmiſſion. This, however, did not prevent 
the violence of, the Danes, who. were intirely bent upon booty. 
Waldemar ordered part of the walls to be demoliſhed, made 
his army enter by the breach, and ſeized the immenſe treaſures 


of this opulent city. In the general pillage, the Danes ſhewed 


no more favour to the magazines of the Hanſe towns, than to 
the property of the citizens; and after they had ſacked the 
town, they embarked with the richeſt booty that, perhaps, 
had been ever ſeized by a Daniſh commander. But the veſſel, 
loaded with the immenſe treaſure. of that city, Was ſhip- 
wrecked in its return to Denmark; and the officers, whom 
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King Wal- 
demar plun- 
ders the city 


of Wiſby. 


Waldemar had appointed in the Iland, were all maflacred ſoon 
after his departure FCC TTT 


The Hanſe Fut Hanſe towns, incenſed at theſe outrages, by which the 


r declare property of thieir company had been treated with ſuch rigour, ap- 


king * plied to Waldemar for redreſs. The king receivei their petition 
wn. | 1 great contempt; and told them, that he cared no more 
for their ſeventy-ſeven towns v, than for ſeventy- ſeven geeſe +, 
The Hanſe towns, juſtly offended with chis behaviour, deter- 
mined tb be revenged. Their firſt ſtep, was to ſeize all the 
Daniſh ſhips in their ports, and to conſiſcate the effects of the 

| merchants of that nation; after which, they openly declared 
Duke Albert war againſt" Denmark. 80 refined was their policy, that they 
joins the ns, drew inte their alliance Albert, duke of Mecklenburg, with 
the counts of Holſtein, and ſeveral other priaces. The regency 
of Lubeck fitted out a ſquadron at its on expence, under the 
command of the burgo-maſter, John de Wittenborg. Henry, 
ſon of duke Albert of Mecklenburg; was appointed admiral of 

the confederate fleet. The king of Denmark, : hearing of theſe 
-preparations, equipped a ſtrong ſquadron; and gave the com- 
mand thereof to his ſon, prince Chriſto 


pher. The two fleets 
met at ſea, and came to an W ee ſides 
long contended for 


But the Daniſſi admiral, prince 
Chriſtopher, happening to — a mortal Wound, the Danes 


began to be diſheartened; and, at length, were obliged to 


yield to the Hanſeatic fleet. This webe did un * to 
prince Henry of Mecklenburg: - 

| Mr Fol Pur Lubeckers, not fatisfied winks the gety df che hate ac- 
Powers at tion, were greedy alſo of booty; the deſire of which Has wreſt- 


— * Laier 


- 7 — 2 — tc 


wats ed the victory out of the hands of many an able general. * 
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4 Such wiis en whole aide; rare es tapes than che towns of 
Vandalia and Ponierania, that went to war with the king Theſe were Lubeck, 


© Roſtock, Stralſund, Bremen, Hamburg, wh Wilma, Griphrald, "Anclam, 


"i, Stargard, and Colberg. 


+ The joke i is loſt in the Engliſh ence z in the Daniſh 12 n it is a play 
upon words; he cared as little for ade nen _ as oy c ganſe, 
Weh ed b gniſies a gooſe. F-LIR 46-4 1a | | v5 x0 
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unnded a Body of xroops in the ile of Zealand, and laying "I 
to {which was not then the capital” of the 'king- 
dom) they: took the fort, and plundered: the city. From thence 
they — Heltngburg in Schonen, and laid ſiege to 
that towns The Danes, taking notice that the Liibeckers had 
quitted their hips, came and ſurprized their ſquadron, took fix 


= their capitalyefſels, and diſperſed the remainder. - The Lu- 


beckers, provoked at this loſs, carried on the ſiege with great- 
er vigour ; and having made themſelves maſters of the place, 
Sellers r into the poſſeſſion of Albert, duke of Mecklenburg. 
Notwithſtanding this ſucceſs, the burgo- maſter Wittenborg 
yas greatly cenſured by the regeney of Lubeck for his neglect, 
in ſuffering the Danes to ſurprize his ſquadron. U pon his re- 
turn to Lubeck, he underwent the fate that uſually attends un- 
fortunate genexals in republican governments. Upon every 
miſcarriage; the people, judging only from paſſion and caprice, 
become clamorpus and impatient for an inquiry into the conduct 


of their commanders; but whether this indulgence may not 
have a tendency to render the latter more rath and precipitate, 


and the former more licentious and intractable, we will not 
pretend to determine. Certain it is, however, that John de 
Witten borg was accuſed of neglect of duty, and beheaded two 
years. after. The ſword uſed at his execution is ſtill nin 
in the town chouſe af Lubeck. 

_WalpeMaR.intending to overpower che dtidfillerates by 
an extraordinary effort at ſea, early the next year fitted out 
a formidable fleet, and ſet fail for the iſland - of Femeren. 
The natives endeavoured to oppoſe his landing, but were 
repulſed, and obliged to ſubmit. In the mean time, part of 
the fleet ſteered its courſe. to the neighbourhood of Wiſ- 


mar, which city they had orders to plunder. The inhabitants, 


haviour of 


not. intimidated by the ſuperlority of the enemy's fleet, fitted 


out a ſmall ſquadron to watch the motions * the Danes. 
The ſeamen of that nation executed their orders with ala- 


crity, but being detained in port by contrary winds, the 


Lauge allumbled 1 ee them en great fury. The 


| * 5 ; ; | | Danes, 
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Peace con- 
cluded at 


Lubeck. 


of Wiſmar filled ſeveral ſmall boats with combuſtibles, which 


Waldemar. This ſignal victory was won in 1364, on the day of 
St. Proceſſus and Martinian; The number of priſoners on this 


Daniſh admiral was confined to the great wine cellar, along 
| with another officer; but he ſoon made his eſcape by means of 


door out of his pocket, and joining his friend, who conducted 


time king Waldemar, finding himſelf unable -to contend with 


ing year, a * of e Was eee in the ſame city, 
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they ſent, with a fair wind, into the middle of the king's ſqua- 
dron. The terror and dread of fire had ſuch an effect, that 
the ſeamen immediately threw down their arms, and ſuffered 
themſelves to be conducted priſoners into the city. Among 
the reſt was their admiral, Peter Jernſkeg, a. great favourite of 


occaſion was ſo great, that the towns houſe, and all the public 
buildings, were crouded with thoſe unhappy people. The 


the following ſtratagem. He had a truſty friend in the town, 
who promiſed to attend him late in the evening on horſeback. 
In the mean time, he contrived to intoxicate his keeper with 
wine, to ſuch a degree, that he fell into a profound ſleep, 
This gaye the admiral an opportunity of ſtealing the key of the 
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him out of town to a place of ſafety. | 

Writs duke Albert was employed in this. h againſt 
Denmark, king Waldemar ſolicited his ally, Eric, duke of 
Saxe-Lawenburg, to make a diverſion in the territory of Meck- 
lenburg. Accordingly, Eric invaded that country in the ab- 
ſence of its ſovereign; and, on the feaſt of St. Bartholomew, 
poſſeſſed himſelf of the caſtle and town of Plawe. At the ſame 


ſo many enemies, made propoſals of peace to duke Albert, in or- 
der to draw him off from the Hanſeatic alliance. In conſequence 
of this overture, a conference was held at Lubeck, between 
king Waldemar and duke Albert, at which the three ſons of 
the latter, Henry, Albert, and Magnus, alſo aſſiſted. Here 
they agreed to a ſuſpenſion of arms, upon the king's paying a 
thouſand marks, which was the portion of his daughter Inge- 
burga, the wife of prince Henry of Mecklenburg. The enſu- 


between 


* 
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between king Waldemar and the Hanſeatic confederacy. It was 


duflog this war that the northern nations made uſe of gunpow - 
der for the Arſt time + this invention, afterwards, proved fatal 
to the Hanſe towns ; the means of taking or deſtroying them 


being rerifered. thereby ſo eaſy, that they could no longer be 


confidejod as a where Rar was dare to ca an inviolate 


afylum 9. 


TAE Danith Merch bling now e to . * . 


endeavoured to procure an- accommodation between this prince 
and the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg. For this purpoſe ſeveral 


conferences were held: at length, a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded; on theſe conditions; that duke Eric ſhould reſtore the 


town and caſtle of Plaue to the duke of Mecklenburg; who, on 
the other hand, ſhould give back the town and diſtrict of Boit- 
zenburg to duke Eric ; and, in the mean time, as a ſecurity for 
the performance of this article, he was to depoſit the town- and 
fortreſs of Gadebuſch in the hands of king Waldemar. But as 


ſoon as the Daniſh monarch got poſſeſſion of Gadebuſch, for- 


getting his ally's intereſt, (which is often the practice of confe- 
detate powers) he entered into an agreement with duke Albert, 
for the latter to deliver up the town and fortreſs of Helſingburg ; 
in conſequence of which, the Daniſh garriſon was ordered to re- 
ſtore the town of Gadebuſch to the duke of Mecklenburg. Eric, 


highly incenſed at this colluſion, by which he was deprived bf 


the terms agreed to by treaty, reſolved to recover Boitzenburg, 
if poſſible, by force of arms. With this view he raiſed a ſtrong 


body of forces; and, marching into the country of Mecklen- 


burg, committed great devaſtations, in revenge for the injury 
and affront he had fo lately received. Duke Albert being ap- 


prized of theſe outrages, marched with all the troops he could 


ſuddenly muſter, to defend his country thus ſuddenly invaded. 
The two armies met ih the plain of Selland, and came to a de- 
ciſive engagement. After an obſtinate conflict, in which the 


commanders on both ſides ſignalized themſelves by the moſt ex- 


traordinary efforts of valour; fortune, for once, turned her back 
* Crantz, Chemn. Latom. Lindenb; Stevern; Behr, Franck, Pontan, Mallet. 
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War between 
duke Albert 
and Eric, 


duke of Saxe- 


Lawenburg. 
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§F•F3ů3;ÿ 8 W110, to duke Albert · In word Duke Eric obtained ehen grp, 
1 „ and great numbers of the Mecklenburghers were killed and taken 
| | 25 | priſoners. A treaty of pacificationenſued, the patticulars of which 
wee do not find mentioned in hiftory. Probably, king Walde- 
mar interpoſed, for it does not a that Eric ae ay 
Kang. by che trenty #0 0 107 u mne 
; +a { «Po Tye year following Barnim III. wake of Pornajanidy/ held a 
19 Siet. public aſſembly at Stettin; at Which were preſent Otho, mar- 
fs grave of Brandenburg (his brother, the late margrave Lewis 
the Roman, being lately dead), Bugiſlaus, Barnim IV. and 
Wartiſlaus, alſo dukes of Pomerania, of collateral branches; 
with Albert and John, dukes of Mecklenburg. The intention 
erf this congreſs, was to check the inſolence af the banditti, 
Who began to lift up their heads ſince the late diſturbances had 
prevailed in the empire. This, indeed, was a natural conſe- 
quence of the private wars, ſo frequent then in Germany, 
— rendered that country a conſtant! theatre of anarchy and 
„„ contention. After the conferences were over, ſeveral enter- 
tainments were exhibited, as tournaments and carouſals, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of thoſe days, when princes endeayoured 
to vie with each other in the magnificence'of public ſpectacles, 
and in exhibiting proofs of their perſonal proweſs and, agility. 
Moc about this time is ſaid: to have happened at Lubeck, 
aäAldln event of ſo extraordinary a nature, that it will, moſt proba- 
| © bly, be thought by many readers to be calculated for the vana 
mirantes, or admirers of the marvellous, ſpoken of by Tacitus. 
We ſhall, however, give it a place here, as it is 9 by an 
hiſtorian of great authority. A young ſtudent in the city of 
Lubeck, finding himſelf fleepy, in order to enjoy undiſturbed 
repoſe, ſhut himſelf up in a retired cloſet. Upon his ceaſing 
to appear in ſchool, it was taken for granted that he was gone 
back to his own country, which was ſome. diſtant, part of Ger- 
many. Seven years had elapſed fince this opinion preyailed, 
when an unforeſeen accident making it neceflary to pull down 
a wall adjoining to the cloſet, the workmen found the ſame 
. Crantzius, Chemnitz, Franck. 7 5 95 
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Hub mün Kitt lying: falb-aſleep- They awaked him; when. 
rubbing his eyes he came to: himſelf, but could not be per- 


fuaded that he had flept above a ſingle night. It is natural to 


ſuppoſt, that all preſent were ſurprized at fo, extraordinary a 
phænomenon. Crantzius, from whom we have taken this 


ſtory, ſeems ſo far to give credit to it, that he propoſes a queſ-. 
tion; Whether it was poſſible for the humidity of the place, 


during ſo long a fleep, to afford a fort of nouriſhment. to a body 
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that could receive no other ſuſtenance. We cite this narrative, 


becauſe ſo judicious an hiſtorian has thought it not unworthy of 
his notice; but we can neither youch for its truth, nor are we 
Ts 4964 to inquire into its credibility, yx. b 

Soo after the aſſembly at Stettin, another Was s held at — 
becher for terminating the diſputes about limits between the 


counts of Holſtein and the city of Hamburg. The affair was 


referred to the emperor Charles IV. who nominated duke Al- 
bert his commiſſary, to hear the arguments of the contending 
parties, and to pronounce ſentence according to the merits of 


the cauſe. Nothing could be a ſtronger indication of the high 


eſteem in which this prince was held, not only for his military, 


but for his judicial abilities. The ſenate of Hamburg appeared 


befote the tribunal at Lubeck, at which duke Albert preſided; 


but thoſe magiſtrates apprehending, in the courſe of the trial, 
that the duke would be partial to the count of Holſtein, 


withdrew before the award was pronounced, and appealed to 
his Imperial majeſty. The duke, notwithſtanding, proceeded 
in the examination of witneſſes; and, after mature deliberation, 
with the advice and counſel of the learned civilians there pre- 


Duke Albert 
is appointed 
judge in a 


difference 


between the 
counts of 


- Holſtein and 


the city of 
Hambur go 


ſent, and in conformity to the. cuſtoms of that country, he con- 


detrined the ſenate of Hamburg for contumacy, and pronounced 
ſentence in favour of Adolphus, count of Holſtein. What were 
the conſequences! of this decree, we are no.where informed; 
but the diſturbances which were revived, at this time, in Sweden, 
called duke Albert from a judicial court, to a different ſcene of 


action, where his ſpirit was again rouſed to war, and the efforts 
de 


1 x " be 
++ 4 7 "0 1 
"x 


Diſturbances 


S in Sweden 
revived, 
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of like valour were eroned by the elevation of his „ 
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Difturbancer in Spd e Ki * N Js is poiſoned Fa bis 001 
mother. His: father: king Magnus enters into à firiti cunurction 
| with Waldemar, king of PATE T be. larter plunders the 
town of Wi ;/by. Propoſals of marriage between king - Haquin 
and the princeſs of Holftein. "Melancholy tnftory of that princeſs. 
The: Swedes being difſatisfied, à revolution enſues in that kingdom. 
Magnus is depoſed,” and Albert," the  fecond fon of diike Albert of 
| Mecklenburg, is proclaimed king. Struggle  between' thoſe two 
princes for the crown. «| Magnus ts defeated and taken priſoner. 
. Misfortunes of Waldemar, king of Denmark. Treaty between 
Haguin, , ſon of Magnus, and king n by Aa ert 1 
iu be crown " of NN Reach 


ECONCILTATIONS between OY b have once 
Rs violated the ties of nature, are ſeldom laſting or ſincere. 
This is more particularly the caſe, when ambition happens to 
be the ſource of their differences : ambition! that cruel, unre- 
lenting paſſion, deaf to every tender endearing: ſentiment ;' to 
the warnings of religion and reaſon; and even'to the ſuggeſtions 
of humanity. Never was this obſervation more ſtrikingly ve- 
rified than in the civil war, which broke out again at this 
juncture in Sweden; on one fide the parents, and on the 


other the ſon, contending for empire; with the ſword point- 


ed at each others breaſts; loſt to parental and filial love, 
but inflamed with malice and fevenge to their mutual deftruc- 
tion. ien a 
-Noragriwviavvlug! the agreement ee in 1356 at 
Nee +, the Swedes continued to ſhew every day new 


8 of affection to the young MY Erie; ; and to e. 
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märe and more, their diſlike to his eee This 


alarmed his mother, queen Blanche, who was alſo jealous left 
her ſon, upon taking a partner to his bed, ſhould introduce a 


rival that might impair her credit and authority. In order to 


prevent this dreaded conſequence, ſhe perſuaded her huſband 


to invite his ſon to court, under pretence of having ſome- 
thing important to communicate. The young prince, ſuſpect- 


ing no harm from his parents, accepted the invitation. He 
was received with extraordinary marks of joy, which were ſuc- - 


_ ceeded\by' an event equally tragical. The inhuman queen 


Blanche had cauſed poiſon to be ſecretly given to her fon dur- 
ing a public banquet, at which ſhe had laviſhed upon him the 


fondeſt careſſes and endearments. Such is frequently the prac- 


tice of courts; outward demonſtrations of kindneſs and affec- 
tion, there ſerve as vehicles to poiſon and death. The young 
king expired twenty days after he had drank this fatal potion ; 
and theſe were the laſt words he uttered : : She that gave me 
« life, has now deprived me of it.” Depraved as the human 
ſpecies has been in all ages, hiſtory affords us but few examples 
of mothers deſtroying their children for the fake of empire: 
that of the empreſs Irene, bears the neareſt reſemblance to the 


preſent cataſtrophe: ſuch bloody and atrocious deeds prove to 


a demonſtration, that. when ambition is once become predomi- 
nant in the female breaſt, the ſofteſt emotions of natural affec- 
tion, are unable to reſtrain its headlong purſuits. Ambition, 


love, and ſuperſtition, ſeemed all to have equally conſpired to 


excite this unnatural mother to ſo deteſtable a deed. Eric, 


ſupported by malecontents, and raiſed to the throne upon the 


ſame level with his father, had, at once, deprived his mother 
of the power which ſhe had abuſed; and of a miniſter, or ra- 


ther a gallant, who governed her with as abſolute a ſway, as 
ne ruled her huſband; Beſides, king Eric having rendered 


himſelf obnoxious to the clergy, became odious, by their repre- 


ſentations, to his ſuperſtitious mother, who, to gratify her paſſion, 
ſtifled the voice of nature, and all remorſe and -COENpUNEIGh, 


Txt: 


0 


1357. 
2 ric is 
py oned by 

is Own mo- 
ther. 


7 


. TOMB IS T O R v 


ki 7. 3 Tur death of king Erie put his father nn Polten 
4 is 2 af all his dominions, after he had moſt folemnly proteſted. ad | 
ae ith worn, to reform the errors of his former adminiſtration, and 


N to govern the ſtate. according to the laws of the realm. But 7 
inſtead. of performing his promiſe, he ſeized every opportunity 
of being revenged upon the ſenate, and the reſt of the nobility, 


who, in contempt of his authority, had raiſed: his ſon Erie to 

He is a dupe the throne. To effec his purpoſe, he entered into new con- 

toking Wal nections with Waldemar, king of Denmark; and even went ſo 
far, as to pay him a viſit at Copenhagen, in company with his 
conſort queen Blanche, and his ſon Haquin, king of Norway. 
Upon this occaſion, he promiſed his ſon Haquin in marriage to 
5 l ne nn princeſs Margaret of Denmark, then only ſix years of 
aaa ages He likewiſe was perſuaded to ſurrender to Waldemar, 

3:38 _  * the, provinces of Schonen, Halland, and Bleking, which, for 

ſome years, had been the bone of contention between the two 

becken Froggy The pretext for this ceſſion was, that his ſon 

Haquin ſhould grant them as à ſupport, or dower, for the 

princeſs „ e In conſequence hereof, Magnus delivered 

; Ap to him all the public inſtruments and deeds, in virtue of 

© 3 Which he had got poſſeſſion of thoſe countries. At the ſame 
3 time he took particular care not to lay the proceeding before 

either the ſenate, or the ſtates of the kingdom, who were 

highly incenſed at a meaſure ſo pernicious and diſgraceful to the 

crown of Sweden. This was the occaſion of their givin g 


to king Magnus the firname of Smeck, for ſuffering himſelf to 


/ doe enſnared by the Daniſn mamich. an ene 1990 his 
| wife, out of 0 barrier of Sweden 

1560 WALDEMAR immediately put himſelf at the ed of a power- 

- Was ful a 751 with which he invaded Schonen, and made himſelf 


fon of Scho- - maſter of the whole country. To ſtop the clamour of his 

_—_ 4 ſubjects. Magnus marched a body of troops, under pretext of 
preventing the progreſs of the Danes; but in the main, he 

a4 tcted as if he was come to the aſſiſtance of the prince, whom. 

bie pretended to oppoſe. He appeared, indeed, at the head of 

þ 24e few troops; but, inſtead of giving battle to Waldemar, he 
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| ſuffered:; him to Anke Helüngburg without oppoſition 2 at 1 6 


1 length, throwing off the maſk,'' he concluded: a treaty-with the 
Daniſh monarch, in which the ceſſion of Schonen was! con- 


firmed/ and the marriage of his fon Haquin toi the princeſs of 


Denmark again reſolved upon, in oppoſition to all the ob- 
jections againſt a match, that was, one day, to change the in- 


tire face of things in the north of Europe. Waldemar loſt no 


time in rendering his authority durable in thoſe provinces} and 


entered into a ſtricter union and intimacy than ever with Mag-. 


nus who: promiſed to en 10 n Kings a the 1 
as his brother. 6 tbr 

Tur averſion which the) Swedes had PROF to their 
ſovereign, ever ſince the tragical death of Eric, Was now raifed 
to the higheſt pitch by the ceſſion of Schonen, and by the con- 
tinuance of an alliance, which portended a feries of catamities to 
that unhappy kingdom. 80 unnatural a league with the here- 
ditary enemies of his country, could bear no good conſtruction, 
but was interpreted by the people, as concluded for no other 
end, than to enſlave both nations =_y 0 joint efforts of . 
ae, monarchs. 


Tu whole nation Cad. ripe for a eule and dine 


oppreſſed his people. At length, the inhabitants of :Wiſby in 
the iſle of Gothland, refuſed: to pay thoſe extraordinary” impoſts, 


this ſpark of ſedition was likely to occaſion a general conflagra- 


tion. Magnus not having an army at hand, in whoſe fide- 
1 he could confide, had recourſe to his ally, king Waldemar, 


iving him to underſtand, that he ſhould- be glad to ſee his ſub- 


the hint, and made a. ſudden. deſcent in the iſland of Gothland. 
* Many of the inhabitants he put to the ſword, .and plundered- the 


An ths * of his expedition againſt Wiz, pag. 245. 


and drove away the king's collectors. The ſame city eafily engag- 
ed the neighbouring iſle of Oeland in the like oppoſition ;; and 


Jede of the iſle of Gothland chaſtiſed for their revolt. Princes 


are generally ready to avail. themſelves: of the diſtreſſes of their i 
neighbours; to promote their own intereſts. Waldemar took 
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himſelf was haſtening his ruin, by the heavy taxes with which he 


Waldemar, 
at the requeſt 
of Magnus, 

planders the 


town of Wiſ- 


by. 
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N wow city of Wilby *, From the iſle of Gothland; he eroſſed 
over to that of Oeland, where he acted the ſame ſoenes of cruelty, 
Tue fortreſs of Borckholm he carried by ſtorm, and after cutting 
five hundred of the inhabitants in pieces, he plundered the whole 
iſland. Magnus was greatly pleaſed with the news of thoſe 
ſeverities, and ſeemed to place his ſatisfaction in the ruin of thoſe 
people, for whoſe protection and ſecurity he had been called to 

the ſupreme government of the realm. 
1362. Bur theſe outrages were productive of the moſt Fatal eonſe- 
YE es — de- quences to both monarchs. The plundering of Wiſby, where 


and 
is on Ha. the Hanſe towns had ſo conſiderable a magazine of rich com- 


che hae. modities, involved king Waldemar in a war with that potent 

| cConfederacy, the particulars of which have been related in the 

preceding chapter *. With regard to king Magnus, the ſtates 

of Sweden, tired with oppreſſion at home, and injuries and 

affronts from abroad, addrefled themſelves to Magnus's ſecond 

| ſon, Haquin, king of Norway, .requeſting him to undertake 

the adminiſtration of the kingdom, as the only way to prevent its 

total ruin, ſince his father ſeemed not to concern himſelf in the 

defence of his dominions. In this critical juncture, Haquin 

N | was perſuaded to aſſume the reins: of government and his fa- 

1 ther was arreſted, and confined to the caſtle of Calmar; Tlie 

9 ſenate now began to entertain hopes, that the affairs of the 

kingdom would take a more proſperous turn. With this 

view they entered into an alliance with Henry, count of Hol- 

ſtein; and Albert, duke of Mecklenburg; as alfo, with the 

. Hanſeatic cities, which were inflamed with reſentment for the 

plunder of their magazines at Wiſpy. One of the firſt things 

the ſenate propoſed to Haquin, when they inveſted him with 

the government, was to break off all connections with Walde- 

mar, king of Denmark ; and eſpecially, not to eſpouſe that 

prince's daughter Margaret: at the ſame time they warmly 

preſſed him to marry the young princeſs Elizabeth, ſiſter of 

oF Henry, count of Holſtein; in expectation, that with the afliſt- 

* Gr Tg Ds Al aun ahee of this prince, he might be enabled to drive. the Danes 
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out of Schonen, and to revenge the many inucies Which Swe- 


den had received from the king of Denmark. 


1 4 then a priſoner in the caſtle of Calmar, pretended 


to approvs of theſe: propoſals, which were confirmed by the 


$ 


ſtates and ſenate of the kingdom. It was then refalved, that 
Haquin ſhould eſpouſe the princeſs Elizabeth, who was not 
leſs celebrated for her ſhining virtues, than for her matchleſs 


| beauty, Her brother, count Henry, was in high reputa- 
tion for his military abilities, by which he had acquired the 


— of Ferreus, or the Iron Count. Haquin ſeemed to 
come into their views, and ſent a deputation of four - and- twenty 


perſons of the firſt rank into Holſtein, to demand the princeſs 


in marriage. The count was pleaſed with their commiſſion, 
but appeared diffident of 'the king's fincerity, knowing him 
to have been betrothed to the princeſs Margaret of Den- 
mark; He was ſenfible, alſo, that motives of policy alone 
obliged king Haquin, at this juncture, to court the friend- 
thip of "Holſtein; and that as ſoon as the -preſent reſtraint 


was removed, his affections would moſt probably turn into 


another channel. The count, therefore, conſented to the 
match, on condition only, that if Magnus and Haquin re- 
fuſed to fulfil their promiſe, the nobility and ſtates ſhould 
be releaſed from their oath of allegiance to Haquin, and be 
at liberty to chuſe count Henry for their ſovereign. On the 
other hand, if Henry, or his brother count Nicholas of Rendſ- 
burg, ever oppoſed tho concluſion of this match, the former 


ſhould forfeit all his right to the town of Calmar, which had 
been mortgaged to him in the laſt war between Sweden and 


Muſcovy; and, - moreover, ſhould pay to king Haquin ſixty 
thouſand marks in fGlvef. The conditions being agreed and 


ſworn to, the young princeſs was eſpouſed, with great magni- 


ficence, in king Haquin's name, by the chief of the embaſſy, 
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Propoſals of 
i 4 roo 
tween ing 
Haquin and 
the princeſs 
of Holſtein, 


Herman of Witze, and the uſual ceremony of exchange of 
rings, was performed in the town of Ploen. _- 


- From that time, the young princeſs of Holſtein was treated Melancholy 


with all the reſpect and ſubmiſſion due to 2 crowned head. 
og eee e Though 


hiſtory of 
that NET 


+ f thrones, which her amiable * 
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Though failing was. dangers at that ſeaſon of is year, the 
new queen of Sora 88 Norway embarked at Lubeck in the 


month of *December,* amidſt the rejoicings and acclamations of 


a vaſt concourſe of people, in et to take poſſeſſion of | thoſe 


AO zompliſhments rendered her ſo 
deſerving of. But far different” was the fate which attended 


"W_ = : 


this unhappy princeſs. Scarce had the veſſel, on ard of 


which ſhe embarked, fet fail, when a violent ſt aroſe, 
which drove her on the Daniſh' coaſt, Waldemar t 5 ex- 
ttemely deſirous that his daughter ſhould be married to ing 
Haquin, availed himſelf of its opportunity, to prevent the in- 


tended nuptials between that monarch and Elizabeth of Hol- 
ſtein. He, therefore, ordered this princeſs, upon her landing, 
to be conducted to court, where ſhe was received with all the 


honours due to her birth; and with marks of diſtinction which, 
under any other circumſtances, would have flattered the vanity of 


a young princeſs. This honourable confinement laſted a whole 


winter, every moment of which, the crafty king Waldemar im- 


proved to his advantage. At this very juncture, Magnus, king of 
Sweden, had eſcaped from his confinement, and retired to Copen- 
hagen, whither he was ſoon followed by his unhappy. conſort, 
queen Blanche. Some writers affirm, that he was releaſed from 
his impriſonment by his ſon Haquin, through pity to his diſ- 
treſs, or at the ſolicitation of queen Blanche, ho had a great 
aſcendant over her ſon Haquin. This, however, is certain, 
that the young monareh was ſo blind to his on intereſt, as to 
be prevailed on to follow his father and mother into Denmark, 
and there to eſpouſe the princeſs Margaret, daughter of king 
Waldemar. This famous marriage, which afterwards placed 
the three northern erowns on the head of a woman, was cele- 
brated on the ninth of April 1363, at Copenhagen, and cauſed 
as much joy in Denmark, as conſternation in Sweden: yet was 
cis joy allayed with ſome concern for the death of queen Blanche, 
who was ſnatched: away a few days after this ceremony, by a 
1 violent fever v. With regard to the princeſa Margaret, ſhe 


* . Puffendorf, without any pivot, "fays, that the was poiſched by king Waldemar; 
ee prince Chriſtopher, Waldemar s W. ſon, n drank af the poiſon by 


miſtake, 
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was then only ten years of age; ſo that this marriage was 
not conſummated. till chree e after, when he joined her 
huſband i in Norway „ 
"DvginG this tranſaction, Waldemar could the princeſs of Duke Albert 
"Holſtein, and the Swediſh deputies, in a ſtrong caſtle, to pre- Wich — 4 
vent their giving any interruption to his daughter's nuptials. Waldemar. 
e news. of this violence created a general murmur in Ger- 
many, and greatly raiſed the indignation of Albert, duke of 
Mecklenburg, who was ſo cloſely allied to the count of Hol- 
ſtein. In order to ſet the princeſs, at liberty, he applied 
firſt, by letter to Waldemar, repreſenting to that monarch, 
in the ſtrongeſt light, the atrociouſneſs of the outrage, and 
the ill conſequences with which it might be attended. That 
the detention of Elizabeth, and "ea retinue, had given 
the higheſt offence to all Germany ; and that ſeveral of the 
moſt reſpectable princes of , the empire, and himſelf among 
the reſt,, were  detemined to aſſert the cauſe of an injured 
princeſs. But theſe repreſentations havin g no effect, duke 
Albert had recourſe to arms. This gallant prince had im- 
bibed the ſpirit of chivalry, which ſtill prevailed at that 
time; the diſtreſs of a virtuous lady rouſed all his fire 
and zeal; ſo that he was determined to expoſe himſelf to 
the moſt perilous adventures, and even to encounter the gi- 
gantic Waldemar, in order to reſcue ſo fair a captive from 
the hands of violence. The poſture of affars was, at that 
time, favourable to the duke, the old quarrel having been 
lately revived between king Waldemar and the Hanſe towns. 
The duke having joined the latter, failed to the Daniſh coaſt 
with a powerful fleet, made ſeveral deſcents, and laid waſte 
the maritime parts with fire and ſword. The king was then 
obliged to have recourſe to a negotiation, in order to appeaſe 
his enemies. He ſatisfied. the Hanſe towns on the Baltic, by N 
the interpoſition, of Barnim, duke of Stettin; granting them 
miſtake, met with the fame fate; but Crantzius fays poſitively, that prince Chrifto- 


Pher died in 1361, of the wound he received in the naval er the Hanſe 
1 ne by prince * of K 
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fuck conditions as were highly beneficial to their fiſhery, and 
their commerce, the only advantage a trading people can pro- 


poſe to themſelves in going to war. With regard 'tq the prin- 


oCels Elizabeth, and her retinue, he conſented to Rt them free, 


and delivered them up to duke Albert. The duke conducted 


them to Stockholm, whither king Magnus and His om Haquin 
were now returned from Copenhagen. Though the 


anecdotes. 
of all courts abound with inſtatices of fraud and falſhood, there 


is not, upon record in hiſtory, an example of more baſe and 


ungenerous behaviour, than chat of king Magnus and his ſon 


Haquin, to the virtuous and accompliſhed princeſs Elizabeth. 
King Magnus received her upon her arrival at Stockholm, with 
the utmoſt coldneſs and indifferende; and his ſon poſi- 

tively refuſed to fulfil his contract with the court of Holſtein. 
Not even Punic faith, though infamous, and branded to a pro- 

verb, can equal this flagrant breath of all the laws of honour 
and hamanity. The princes; greatly mortified at ſo cruel an 
affront, inftead of returning to Holſtein, formed a refolution 
to reneunce a world, that had treated her with fach indignity. 
She avcordingly took the vent in the monaſtery of Wadſtena in 
Sweden; and religion, the conſtant refource of the virtuous mind 


| th affiitions, confoling her for her paſt ſufferings, ſhe there 


The Swedes 
being diſſa- 
tisfied, a re- 
volution en- 


_ fulp 


eiided her days, remote from the deceit of courts, and all the 
Keeting ſwenes of wotldly grandeu. 

Tux behaviour of Haquin to this unfortunate Huy, aHenated 
the minds of the Swedes as much from the fon, as they had 
been eſtranged before from the father. By Haquin's marriage 


to the princeſs of Denmark, they confidered themſelves as be- 


wrayed z they reſolved; therefore, to get rid of a family that had 


Uimpled upon their liberties, and ſacrificed the honour and prof- 
perity of the kingdom. On'this occafion, the deputies that had 


attended the prifcefs of Helſtein, and forme other mermbers of 
The council, repreſented to Magnus, that he Had violated the 
treaty concluded with the count of Holſtein, and reminded him 


of the conſequences. The king, inſtead of benefiting by their 


ee flew 1 into a violent PEMD, and drove the depu- 


ties, 
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ties; with the reſt of the complainants; out of the kingdom. 


They retired to Mecklenburg, where they were kindly re- 


ceived: by duke Albert, in ſpite of the an repreſentations and 
mehaces from king Magnus. 


' of the nobility to the higheſt pitch, and ripened matters for a 
revolution, -| Henry, count of Holſtein, princeſs Elizabeth's 
brother, ſent a letter to the ſenate and nobility of Sweden, by a 
perſon he could confide in, reminding them of their oath, and 


of the engagement into which they had entered at the late mar- 


riage=treaty between king Haquin and his faſter. The meſſenger 
found the nobility, not only diſſatisfied with the baſe treatment 
of the princes, but likewiſe ready to perform their promiſe, ac- 
cording to the late treaty. In conſequence of this engagement, 
they depated two biſhops, Nicholas of Lincopiag, lord chamber- 
lain, and Thomas of W<exion, lord chancellor, with the crown 


marſhal,” and ſeveral other lords, to wait upon the count of 


Holtein, and to offer him the crown of Sweden. This ſage 

Who was now advanced in years, and thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the fatuation of affairs in that kingdom, where 
he had conſiderable , made anſwer to the nobles : 


Taz violence of theſe proceedings | having raiſed the Uloatent 


That he thanked them for the honour they intended him; 


| he wm ſtricken in years, and too infirm to bear the weight 
of a crown; he therefore recommended to them to apply to 
his brother-in-law *, duke Albert of Mecklenburg, - whoſe 
wife being ſiſter of king Magnus, had the next right to the 
crown; that the had been bleſſed with a blooming progeny, 
three hopeful princes, who muſt of courſe be dear to the Swe- 
diſh nation: that the duke had deſerved greatly of the exiled 
lords, by the generous manner in which he received them, not 
to mention what he had done towards releaſing them from their 
confinement in Denmark. Therefore, if they would accept of one 
of that prince's ſons for their king, he would give his conſent 
to their choice, by which means they would fulfil their engage 


©» His wife Anne was Elter to duke Albert of Mecklenburg: 
100 wh 


ment. 


nation had to her father, king Waldemar. In other reſpects, 
9 Nen. crown; and 
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Albert, the 
ſecond ſon 
of the duke 
of Mecklen- 
burg, is pro- 


claimed king. 


tice. The lords, . Un fixed their choice on the duke's 
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out, The Swediſh. lords. accontingly repaired. to. Mecklen- 

After ſome deliberation, they paſſed by prince Henry, 
del Albert's eldeſt fon, doubtleſs on abu of his having eſ- 
pouſed a Daniſh princes, and of the great averſion the Swediſh 


prince Henry! had qualities ſufficient to recommend him to the 


gave afterwards extraordinary proofs of his 
ity for government, . eſpecially in his ſtrict regard to juſ- 


ſecond ſon, a you 2 of great accompliſhments, named 
Albert, after his fa and married to Richardis, counteſs of 


Schwerin. We have already mentioned, that duke Albert, and his 


three ſons,” had been inveſted by king Eric, the ſon of Magnus, 


with the principalitics of South-Halland, and ſome other lord- 
ſhips in Sweden. They were, therefore, conſidered as co- 


eſtates of that kin gdom, a circumſtance which muſt have re- 


commended prince Albert to the whole nation. The duke 
having given his conſent, they conducted prince Albert to the 
iſle of Gothland, where they proclaimed him king. His father 
arriving ſoon after with a ſtrong ſquadron, they ſailed Ry 
to Stockholm, and ſoon made themſelves, maſters of that cap 
tal on the thirtieth of November. This is not at all — 4 
as the exiled lords had a ſtrong party in the town, and king 
W e had incurred the general hatred of the people. 
AFTER the ſurrender of the capital, the nobles in oppoſition 
to king Magnus were ſummoned, and a general aſſembly of the 
ſtates was held at Upſal. Here they publiſhed the motives, 
for which they reſolved to withdraw their allegiance from 
king Magnus, and no longer to acknowledge has prince for 
their ſovereign. The marſhal of the diet, Charles of Thupta, 
opened the aſſembly with an eloquent ſpeech. The king was 
cited to appear before the ſtates ; and, upon his refuſing to 


comply, they declared him to have forfeited the regal dignity. 


The principal charges they alledged againſt him were, that by 
his calumnies he had occaſioned a general ſcandal throughout 


n 
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the king ow: ; that "I had refuſed to Pen his engagements, 
and bee the promiſes which. he had confirmed upon oath ; 
. that by delivering up to the king of Denmark the inſtruments 
and records relating to the poſſeſſion of Schonen and Halland, 
he had maliciouſly and 4 nei alienated thoſe provinces 
from the crown of Sweden ;. that he had ſuffered the Danes to 
_ ravage the iſles of Oeland 44 Gothland ; that by the marriage 
of his ſon Haquin, he had contracted an alliance with 'Walde- 
mar, the declared enemy of the Swediſh kingdom; that he had 
loaded his ſubjects with extraordinary and oppreſſive impoſts; 

and finally, that he had endeavoured to extirpate the chief of 
the nobility. When they had thus diveſted Magnus of the 
regal dignity, they repaired to the famous place, called Kin's 
ſtone, in the plains: of Mora; and the. nobles on horſeback, in 


purſuance of ancient cuſtom; . proclaimed: prince Albert of 


Mecklenburg, their lawful ſovereign. . The new king having 
taken the coronation oath, to obſerve the laws of the realm, 
was conducted, in great pomp, to the cathedral at Upſal, and 
crowned amidſt the joyous ſhouts and acelamations of the 
people . 4 

© NoTWrrHsTANDING the elevation of king Albert to the 
Swediſh throne, he was ſtill very far from Wok maſter of the 
whole kingdom. Magnus had a powerful party in Sweden; 
beſides, he was ſure of receiving ſuccours from Denmark and 
Norway; and king Waldemar was ſtill in poſſeſſion of ſome 
fortreſſes in Sweden. This crafty prince had, probably, a view 
of bringing that kingdom under the Daniſh yoke :- he en- 
tered, therefore, into a ſtrict alliance with » Haquin, and his 
father Magnus, and engaged to aſſiſt them in this war againſt 
the Holſteiners, Mecklenburghers, and the Hanſe towns, 
by whom king Albert was ſupported. - Magnus, being 
determined not to reſign the crown, prepared. to make; head 
againſt his enemies. | Having been joined by a confiderable 


| r Chemnnits, Latoraus,Spener, Lindenberg, Hubner, 25 * 
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two princes 
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crown. 
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number of Daniſh and Norwegian troops, he marched in con- 
junction with his fon Haquin, into the province of Upland, 
wick a deſigu of driving Albert intirely out of Sweden. But 


the fortune of war did not prove favourable to his cauſe. The 
two armies came, at length, to a+ deciſive engagement. near 


Lyncoping, in Upland, where the fate of the contending fo- 
vereigns, after a'moſt obſtinate ſtruggle, was determined by the 
captivity' of Magnus. This .great v was owing chiefly 


to the valour and {kill of duke Albert, who commanded his 


ſon's army. Haquin, though dangerouſly wounded, made his 


_ eſcape back to Norway; and his father Magnus was carried to 


King Albert 

concludes a 
ace with 
enmark, 


of Denmark and Norway undertake to releaſe king 


Shockholm, dee he reed ſeven ane in cloſe Wender 


ment. 
ve Albert, intending to make a proper 


aſe of his victory, 


| laid fiege to the ſeveral caftles, which ſtill held out for Magnus: 


but his progreſs, at firſt; did not anſwer his expectations, 
as the kings of Denmark and Norway ſent conſtant ſupplies 

of freſh troops into Sweden, to ſuccour the beſieged. Among 
the reſt, the caſtle of Abo, in Finland, defended itſelf for a long 
time; and Nils Tureſon, the grand bailiff, (or high ſteward) 


of the kingdom, was killed before the town. At the ſame 


time it was expected that another army of Danes and Nor- 
wegians would ſoon be poured into Sweden, and the kings 
Magnus 
from his captivity. This apprehenſion, together with the 
difficulty of reducing the different fortreſſes of the kingdom, 
made king Albert think of concluding a ſeparate peace with the 
Daniſh monarch. Waldemar, perceiving that this as the critical 
juncture for humbling Sweden by his own aggrandizement ; and 


having reaped no advantage, as yet, from the war, eaſily forgot 


to be Xpprehenfive, 25 when Ne obtained the  peace- 


that he had drawn the ſword only to affert the rights of M 


nus and Haquin; and, according to the maxims of worldly 
wiſdom, thought it moſt expedient to ſacrifice the Intereſt 
of thoſe princes to his own emolument. Beſides, he began 


"Ws 
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would think of recovering Schonen, with the loſs of which the 


prince blinded by! his great avidity, and fell i into the ſnare laid for 
him by his enemies. 'The duke of Mecklenburg, and king Albert's 
brothers, went over to Denmark, to engage him to withdraw 
his troops from Sweden, in conſequence of which they were 


teudy to conclude a ſeparate peace, greatly to the advantage of 


Denmark. This was the ſubject of ſeveral conferences, dur- 
ing which, a preliminary 
duke promiſed for himſelf, and in behalf of the king and' ſenate 
of Sweden, to ſee executed before Candlemas - day, the enſuing 
year 1367. The above convention contained in ſubſtance, that the 
priſoners, on both fides, ſhould be reſtored; that the ten thouſand 
marks of filver, which the king of Denmark owed to prince Henry 
of Mecklenburg, for his daughter's dower, ſhould be paid ; that 
king Albert, with the conſent of the ſenate and ſtates of the 
kingdom, ſhould cede to king Waldemar for ever, and in full 


ey, the iſland of Gothland, with the town of Wiſby, _ 


the country of Verendia, containing part of Smaland ; the diſ- 
tricts of Wennewid, Kind, and Marck, in Weſt-Strogotha; the 
caſtle of Elfſburg, oppoſite to Gothemburg ; ; with the moiety 


of Hiſingen, an iſland towards the ocean, between Baheurs and 


Gothemburg ; that all the diſtricts, and ſtrong holds, in Swe- 
den, now in the poſſeſſion of the king of Denmark, ſhould be 


given up tb him, and his ſucceſſors, for ever; and that king 


Albert, and the duke of Mecklenburg, ſhould guarantee thoſe 


new acquiſitions to him, with all their power. On the other 


hand, the king of Denmark engaged to ſupport king Albert on 
the throne of Sweden, and to ſecure to duke Albert the poſſeſ- 


fion of the duchy of Mecklenburg, the county of Schwerin, 
and the lordſhip of Roſtock. King Magnus was not to be ſet 
at liberty, till he had ratified the conceſſions made to the Daniſh 
monarch, - King Albert, and the duke of Mecklenburg, were 


to conclude no treaty, or alliance, with king Haquin, till this 
„ young prince had confirmed the above convention; and in caſe he 
Vor. II. 58 Mm refuſed 
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ful byereignty of the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway, ne 
Spwetles were ſo ſenſibly afflicted. Thus was this otherwiſe artful 


convention was drawn up, which the 
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bert on that account, Waldemar ſhould ſuccour the latter with 
TT all his forces. For the performance of all, and each of theſe 
articles, the ſuteties were king Albert, his father and brothers, 
the archbiſhop, biſhops, chapters, and abbots, the ſenate, fifty gen- 
tlemen, and ten burghers of the principal towns in the kingdom. 
Svon are the preciſe terms of this treaty, which, if carried into 
execution, would have been the moſt advantageous that Denmark 
bad concluded, for. many years. The duke had ſigned the treaty, 
and was guarantee for the ratification . of the king, and flates of 
Sweden. But it. was (o obyious, that the ſtates would not 
conſent to the diſmembering of ©, conſiderable a part of the 
kingdom, that it is ſurprizing Waldemar could ever depend on 
+ promile, which the duke,” had he been fincere, never had it 
in his power to. perform. Howeyer, the duke had appeaſed 
the ſtorm, which threatened, the King, his ſon ; and Waldemar 
kept poilcthon of his conquelts in Sweden, 
1368. - A PERFECT harmony ſeemed now to be eſtabliſhed between 
; Mifortanes the Daniſh and Swediſh, nations and Waldemar flattered him- 
| war, elf, that he had ſecured the tranguility of his dominions, by 
termipating the war with Sweden. But he had lulled himſelf 
into a deceitful ſecurity ;. domeſtic diſturbances aroſe in Den- 
mark, which, joined with foreign invaſions, threw, this un- 
happy prince into a ſea of troubles and viciſſitudes. Whether 
it was owing to the too great ſeyerity of this monarch, in admi- 
niſtering je or to his levying ne taxes, in order to carry 
on ſuch frequent wars, a general diſoontent aroſe among the 
Principal of. the nobility, who, to glut. their revenge, reſolved 
to call in a foreign power to their aſſiſtance. For this purpoſe, 
the chief of the male-contents in Jutland, Stig Anderſon, 
Nicholas Lembeck, and Benedict Amefeld, ſettled the plan of 
this conſpiracy, and propoſed. a conference wich the duke of 
3 Meere and the counts, Hency and Nicholas, of Hol- 
ſtein. Theſe F being ready to ſeize the, opportunity 
= . . of, weakening ſo powerful and troubleſome a neighbour, ac- 
.  cepted of the propoſal from the Jutland. nobility, whom they 
; | | . 11 32 + * | / "IS - / 2} 4 if v4;t 7 Ahern 5 met 
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3 6f tHe 5 1 . Win. There they bn 
det e rein Kae trelties, ne of alnttce, anck the other 
of: areretory. By he ffrſt, che düke of Mecklenburg, the 
9 "of lten, Ad the rrvolted Jutfinders; promiſe to 
ove ws She! aff anner of affttauce; did engage not to 
coe u by Wirndar che ünanimous conſent of their 
WRolE BY tlie ſecohd, each of the allies is allowed his 
| 23 0 7 0 Walke s ſpoils; and particularly, the counts of 
Hölſtei are perniitted! to Be che conqueſts that ſhall be 
made in Langland, roc and Jutland. King Alb. ert, of 
Swedeti, Won acbetled to thefe' treaties; and agreed with them 
for his ſhare of the Kingdom, which they were about to diſ- : 
member. The ile of ochland, Which had been ceded to 
Denmark in 1366, was comprized in in this portion; and, in all 
probability, king Albert recovered it at this jüncküfe. To 
comp plete king Waldemar 8 raisfortunes, the Haſe towns, allo, 
tered; into this alliance; the three years truce which 1 5 
concluded with the King i in 1364, being expired at this criti- 
cal juncture. 

Wes ſhall not at preſent enter into an inquiry concerning > the” 
juſtice of this War, on the fide of the allies; jealouſy, ff 
dence, elk reſervation, and 'ſuch like” reaſons of ſtate, are 
motives ſufficient. with moſt” princes / for Having recourſe. to 
the ſword. Beſides, alliances of weaker ſtates againſt an over- 
grown power, arc ſo common in hiſtsry, that they occaſion 
no ſort of ſurpr rize. Waldemar, finding himſelf attacked by 
ſo many enemies at the ſame time, was quite altheatchicd. 
Upon the concluſion of the late peace, he had diſbanded the 
greateſt part of his troops? : fo that the allied forces met with 
very little reſiſtance. While the Hanſeatic fleet rayaged the 
maritime parts of Denmark, the nobles of Jutland, in con- 
junction with the counts "of Holitein, d diſperſed the few. 
troops that "ſtill held for their ' ſovereign. On the other 
hand, king Albert of Sweden penetrated into Schonen, and 
made bum maſter of the greateſt part of that province. 
in this forlorn ſituation, Waldemar, betrayed by his own. 
NM ma | HS By 
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ſubjects, and not knowi 
reſolution of quitting his 
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whom to truſt/ took the deſperate 
ingdom, and leaying the adminiſtra- 
tion to the ſenate, while he went in ſearch of foreign ſuccours. 
His adventures in this peregrination, as we may call it, are fo- 


reign to our hiſtory, except his endeavouring to perſuade the 


margrave of Brandenburg to make a diverſion in Mecklenburg. 

Bur to return to king Albert; the war fill continued be- 
FRAN him and the king of Norway, in which he had but indif- 
ferent ſucceſs. Ha quin, at the cad of a powerful army, pe- 
netrated once more into Sweden; and, having obliged king 
Albert to quit the field, went and laid fiege to Stockholm. The 
communication being open by ſea, it was not eaſy to take 
this capital by force; ſo that after ſeveral fruitleſs attempts, 


an accommodation was concluded in 1371. By virtue of this 


canvention, king Magnus was to be ſet at liberty, upon 


paying twelve thouſand marks for his ranſom: he was, like- 


wiſe, obliged to renounce all claim and pretenfions to the 


crown of Sweden, and acknowledge king Albert as the lawful 
poſſeſſor: for his ſupport, during life, he was to have the re- 
venues of Weſt-Gothland, and of the provinces of Wermland 


and Palia ; and to ſpend the remainder of his days in Norway. 


5 | throne, x adinired his  pluloſophy : and reſignation in his reeremencs. | 


| Lylckands » * * 


As a ſecurity. for this agreement, ſixty gentlemen entered into 
a bond, that in caſe king Magnus maul not fulfił the articles 
of the treaty, they would repair'to Stockholm, and ſurrender 
themſelves priſoners to king Albert. But the old king ſtrictly 
adhered to the treaty, being weary of viciflitudes and fruitleſs 
conteſts.” ''Accordingly, «7 retired to Norway, where he led a 


quiet caly life, and, perhaps.' the happieſt he had ever ſpent, 
till 1 374.1 when he met his laſt calamity, being dtowned at 
croôſſing a ford called Blomenfort. i in the neighbourhood of 
Luingholm. A general commiſeration accompanied him to the 


grave; the theiory of his public faults Was loſt in that of his 
private virtues; "and they who reviled his adminiſtration on the 
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gukes:; of Pomerania, Brunſwick, Luneburg, and 
. . Han with the Eubeckers. Migfor tunes of 
be: 4 counts of Furftemberg. War. with the, elettor of Branden- 
Surg. Othe,. elefor of Brandenburg, ſells bis elactorate to the 
. fapperer Charles IV. Duke Albert, and bis. brother, recerue a 
mew. inve ture of. their dominions,. and 155 the ducal dig nity. . 
ws arrel þ Ween the "dukes of. Saxony 4 and e ke Wt] 
405 turnt out to. the advantage. f the. duke of | Mecklenburg. 
The troubles of Denmark continued. Death of king Waldemar. 
19 5 about the ſucceſſion between his daughter Margaret and 
"th houſe of Mecklenburg. Death of the duke of Stargard, and 
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TY Ms 11a be 
N the] preceding account of the affairs of Swelen, we < have 
@ My a little from the order of time, to avoid interrupt- 
ing the thread of that part of our hiſtory. We are now to re- 
turn to the tranſactions in Germany, and take a view of what 
paſſed between duke Albert and the neighbouring prinoes. 
after this important revolution in favour of his family. 
Nz16nBo0uRING ſtates are naturally jealous of each other's 
aggrandizement. This may be accounted for, partly by the 
principle of ſelf- preſervation, and partly by the bent of human 
nature, which is ever prone to envy. Scarce was duke Albert 
returned from his expedition to Sweden » Whither he went with 
a view of placing his ſon upon the throne, of that kingdom, 
when the tranquility of the Tek of Mecklenburg, which, by 
uncommon good fortune, had been undiſturbed. in his abſence, 
was greatly interrupted by the dukes of Pomerania. Mention has 
deen already made, of frequent bickerings between thoſe princes. 
dd duke Albert, on account of certain diſtricts i in the principa- 
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lity of Rugen; bickerings which, at times, were allayed and pa- 


no pains to ſtir y 
Mratiſlaus and Bogiſlaus, to make æ diverſion'in 


the dukes; | 
Burg z 


and his endeavours, at length, were crowned: with ſucceſs, 


Tha pretext for this wur, alledged by the dukes of Pomerania, 


Was, that ever ſince the peace of 1353, duke Albert had kept 


poſſeſſion of Damgarten, to which they laid claim, as to a town 


Cified, and, at times, broke gut into an open rupture. Wal- 
ae King of Denmark, having lately taken refuge in Po- 
 merania ; and, looking upon duke Albert as cloſely connea- 

ed with his enemies, ſpared 


belonging to the principality! of Rugen. Theſe princes had 


drawn into their. alliance two 
burg, Magnus Torquatus, duke of Brunſwick-Luneburg, and 


Ar neighbours of Mecklen- 


Eric, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, who were alfo actuated by the 


ſame motives of jealouſy: The duke of Brunſwick laid. claim 
to ſome part of the county of Schwerin, on the other fide of the 


Duke Eric is ſuppoſed to have revived the feudal claims of 


on his fide. But theſe were only-friyolous pretences ; jealouſy 


anarchy, the German princes lived, as it were, in a ſtate of per- 


petyal- war, with reſpect to each other, their quarrels. being 
only ſuſpended by occaſional truces; and it Was ſufficient rea- 


ſar with them to Wage war, that they had an opportunity, or 


1 found it convenient, to diſtreſs or weaken their neighbour, 
This was called, in the German language, Fauſt-Recht, which 
ue may render Club-Law, every prince having a right, pro- 


Als portioned to his ſtrength, to injure and oppreſs a weaker ſtate. 


_ To the above princes were joined the Lubeckers, who embraced 


1 which formerly belonged; as he pretended, to his fami- 
| 3 to the whole county of Schwerin, as a pretext for a ar 


and ambition were the real motives which actuated them, as 
well as the dukes of Pomerania. For during theſe times of 


this opportunity to afſert their pretenſions to Baitzenburg, in 


9 


of Teklenburg 


. We - 4% > Sol Þ 
- 7 8 
N » 7 ad ah ; 1 | | 5 | 5 6.6 | 7 | N f . S . 
Kr ; a * . 5 


: % l 


conſequence of the en, * had <P vid the count 


4 9 
ee 24 


— 


iin 
Dong Albertz not in che leaſt intimidlatecdl by the dumnber & 
kis encmics, made the neceffary prepar rativiis for defeating their 


defigts. A the dukes of Pomerania were the firſt that took 


armes appeared in fight of each other at a place between 
Damgart and Ribniter. The Pomeranian army wis com- 
manded un this memorable day by W 


of Bugenhagen, hereditary marſhal of "the diſtri 'of Bart; a 
zenerat of | great bravery and renown. - After an obſtinate 


tiſlaus Was taken priſoner, together with 4 great number 
of the nobility; and, among the reſt; their hero Wedigo, 
of Bugenhagen. 
from hence Bugenhagen made his eſcape' over the walls, but 
the: reſt were obliged” to pay, at the concluſion of the peace 
fourteen hundred and thirty-eight marks of filver for their rag- 
ſom. Some affirm, that both the dukes were taken priſoners. 
Be that as it may, a treaty of 
and, beſides the payment of the above ranſom, the dukes were 
obliged to promiſe they would aſſiſt duke Albert in all his wars 


with ſixty —— and their attendants. In order to cement 


this alliance, duke Wratiſtaus eſpouſed the princeſs Anne, 


daughter of John, duke ef Mecklenburg- Stargard. But what 
is very extraordinary, notwithſtanding this complete victory, 
the principality of Rugen, Which had long been the bone 
of contention between the two families, and the obtaini 
ef which, ſeemed to be the principal am and concern 
duke Albert: in this whole war, was not once mentionetl in 
he treaty of pacification. As if it had been ordained by Pro- 
vidence, that Rugen ſhould alwyays remain united to Pomera- 
nia, as it ſtill docs; though that prineely famfty is extiftet. 
Ir is mentioned by the hiſtorians of thoſe days, that a ſoldier 


amy, at the late memorable engagement, was condemned to 
1 lung into a are. and that he en obeyed the ſentence, 


F uttering 


ine fiel, he marched in perſon to meet them, and the two 


fruggle, the Pomeranians loft the field, and their duke Wra- 


peace ſoon after was concluded 


Fo. the Venedie e who Had miſpehaved in the Pomeranian 
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The ptiſoners were conducted to Ribnitz, 
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e : uttering. theſe words at his execution: cf Every. thing muſt he; 


© and this muſt alſo be“ We trace. ſome veſtiges of paganiſm; 
as well in the cruelty. of this ſentence; as in the ready ſub- 
miſſion, of the delinquent... The Venedi-were of opinion, that 
the gods do not concern themſelves about the actions of: hen, 


but that all events are directed by an abſolute fatality *. 


T HE moſt. conſiderable ſufferers by the Pomeranian war, 


were the counts of F urſtenberg, the two brothers, Jacob and 


Gerard, of Dewitz; ſons, as we have elſewhere obſeryed, of 


the firſt count Otho. Theſe noblemen's eſtates. lay partly. in 


Mecklenburg, and partly in Pomerania; and, therefore, were 


held of both thoſe ſoyereigns. In this critical juncture, they 
were obliged to raiſe their vaſſals, or tenants, for the ſervice of 
the lord paramount; and, as they could not eſpouſe both cauſes, 
they unfortunately preferred that of Pomerania. The conſe- 
quences of this ſtep have been already related +: After they 
had. been declared guilty of felony and rebellion, and deprived 
of their new dignity by duke Albert; this prince's brother John, 


duke of Stargard, — the county of F neGanbengs: which de- 
' volved to him a; courſe, as lord paramount 1. 


WxriLE duke Albert was thus victorious againſt the "REY 
nians, duke Henry, his ſon, was equally ſucceſsful againſt the 


duke of Brunſwick-Luneburg. That young prince had been 


appointed to the command of a body of troops towards the 
Elbe, and had under him, Henry of Bulow, a gallant and ſkil- 
ful commander. Magnus, duke of Brunſwick, having received 
intelligence of the motions of the Pomeranians, thought ita pro- 
per opportunity to make a diverſion in favour of his allies. With 
this view he gathered together all his forces, and paſſing 
the Elbe, began to ravage the dominions of Mecklenburg, 
which. bordered- upon the banks of that river. Prince dae 
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being apprized of theſe outrages, marched with all expedition 


t& che relief of the poor inhabitants, and, at length, came up 


with the troops of Brunſwick, which were buſied in pillaging 
the open country. The ſurprize was ſo great on the ſide of 
duke Magnus, that his troops were ſoon routed, and driven, 
with great ſlaughter, acroſs the Elbe. In the confuſion, mul- 
titndes were drowned, and a great number taken priſoners, 
of whom ſixty were perſons of rank; and, among the reſt, 
the two counts of Diepholt. . Duke Magnus himſelf narrowly 
eſcaped, and was obliged to pay a-confiderable ranſom for the 
priſoners: © In conſequence of this victory, a peace was con- 
clided” with Magnus, 'as well as with the duke of Saxe-La- 


wenburg. This peace, or rather truce, was to laſt eight years; 


and the year following, the enemy were obliged to pay rer 
thouſand marks for the ranſom of their priſoners *. 

' Amons the many enemies of the houſe of Mecklenburg, 
none behaved with blacker ingratitude than the inhabitants of 
Lubeck. Their aim was the acquiſition of Boitzenburg, a town 
that commands the paſſage of the Elbe, which would have 
been a great advantage and ſecurity to their commerce. But 
their deſigns were fruſtrated. The duke, with indignation, 
heard of this city's entering into an alliance with his enemies, 
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after the many favours received from his anceſtors, by whoſe _ 


aſſiſtance they had chiefly obtained the dignity of an Imperial 
city; and after the numerous privileges which he himſelf had 
granted them, relative to their commerce with his own ſub- 
jects. This was a ſufficient provocation for him to fall upon 
their lands and eſtates, which lay intermixed with the territo- 


ry of the duke of Saxe-Lawenburg. For this purpoſe, he 


marched an army into that duchy, and made himſelf maſter of 
the caſtles of Derſow and Scharpenberg. From thence he pro- 
ceeded to Ratzeburg, which he obliged to ſurrender; and hav- 
ing ravaged the lands belonging to the Lubeckers, in revenge 
for their ingratitude, he returned with a conſiderable booty. 
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The count of Tecklenburg, who had perſuaded the Lubeckers 
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margrave; in conſequence of which, he 
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to commit hoſtilities on the duke's territories, reaped'this ad- 
vantage from their folly, that the duke was enabled, by the 
contributions raifed on their lands, to pay him great part of the 


money due for the county of Schwerin. The Lubeckers were 


obliged to ſue for peace, which w was en ern them upon n 


ing a proper ſubmiſſion &. 


Uron this occaſſon, the duke Habra his Arie regard to 
juſtice, in indemnifying thoſe innocent perſons, who, in the 
courſe of this war, had been conſiderable ſufferers by the incur. 
fions of his armies. Among theſe were the biſhop and chapter 


of Ratzeburg, whoſe lands had undergone the fame fate as 
thoſe belonging to, Lubeck, bein 5 intermixed with them. The 


biſhop, whoſe name was Henry II. threatened to proceed againſt 


duke Albert with ecclefiafticat cenſures, unleſß the damage 
Was repaired ; but there was no occaſion for his coming to this 
Extremity ; the duke was concerned for the ravages that had 
attended the war, and ready to grant any reaſonable indemnity. 
At length, he compromiſed the matter, 


by conferring on the 
biſhop, the right of patranage of the benches in-Wifmar and 
Greveſmuhlen, which had hitherta belonged to his family +. 

Wix duke Albert was engaged in this war, which had 


been kindled by two ſuch powerful neighbours, at both ends of 
his dominions, a third enemy ſtarted up, namely, Qtho, mar- 


grave of Brandenburg, and brother to Lewis the Reman. This 


prince thought proper to lay claim, at this junctune, to ſeveral 
diſtricts, which had been diſmembered from tht elactorate, and 
ceded, by his predeceffors, to the houſe of Mecklenburg. Bat 
as the duke had fo many enemies already upon his hands, he 
judged it moſt prudent, to enter into a negotiation. with. the 
gained ſome time, and 
an armiſtice was concluded tilt the Baſtor of the following year; 
at the expiration of which, if the matters in diſpute could not 
be ſettled in the intermediate time, both parties ſhould: declare 
war. Things were in this fituation, when Prederick, count 
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Palatine of the Rhine, and duke of Bavaria, endeavoured to 
reconcile the two princes. What contributed to his taking 
1 p Was, the intelligence he had received, that by a ſtrange 

itude of affairs, duke Albert had concluded a treaty of alli- 
Xx pu Eric, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg. Eric had entered 
into the late war againſt Mecklenburg, at the Inſtigation of the 
duke of Brunſwick, in hopes of diſmembering the county of 


Schwerin. 


with, great loſs; and Magnus ſeemed willin 


g to indemnify 
himſelf, at the expence of his ally the duke of Lawenburg. 


Such differences are not unuſual among allies, who, when 


diſappointed in their aim againft the common enemy, have 
been often known to wreak their vengeance upon each other. 


Eric, having intelligence of Magnus's malicious deſigns, thought 
it the moſt prudent ſtep he could take; at this juncture, to en- 
ter into an alliance with duke Albert, a prince of known 
probity and valour. Albert, in good policy, accepted the 
propoſal, and a treaty was ſoon concluded between them; by 
which they engaged to ſupport esch other, the one againſt the 
duke of | 0s 4 2 ports, and the other againſt Otho of 
Brandenburg. This treaty had ſuch an effect on duke Magnus, 

that he dropt his enterprize againſt the duchy of Lawenburg. 
But Otho,, maggrave of Brandenburg, was not ſo prudent. Deaf 
to the counſels of Frederick, elector Palatine of the Rhine, he 


made a ſudden irraption into the principality of Stargard, where 


he reaped no laurels. Duke Albert, and his brother John, 
having drawn together their forces, marched to give him battle, 
which was ſoon decided in their favour. The Brandenburghers 


were totally routed, with the loſs of great numbers, killed and 


taken priſoners. Among the latter was prince Bernard, of 


Werle, who had been unhappily inveigled into this unna- 
turab alliance againſt his own family. In conſequerice of this 
victory, a peace was ſoon concluded; 
which were, that the towns, or diſtricts, in the margraviate, 


which had been mortgaged to the houſe of Mecklenbu 


rg for 
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four 
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four thouſand” fix hundred marks; but Furſtenberg and Mar- 
nitz, with the whole principality of Stargard, ſhould be ceded 
for ever to the dukes of Mecklenburg; and that the prince of 
Werle, with the reſt of the priſoners, ſhould be ſet at liberty, 


upon paying a thouſand marks of filver, Brandenburg weight, for 


their ranſom. The margrave is ſaiĩd not to have obſerved that 
treaty. From hence we may form à judgment of the ſpirit of 
the times, which preſent us with conſtant bickerings, and little 
wars, ſhort intervals of peace, numerous negotiations and trea- 
ties, but few of them am. or rightly carried into execu- 


: tion. 1 


* 


: burg ſhould devolve to the crown 8 Bohemia. Otho repented 


Tun frequent w wars in which a Albert had dic iris, 
by the ambition, or jealouſy, of his neighbours, muſt have 
often diſtreſſed him, and rendered it extremely difficult to raiſe 
the neceſſary ſupplies for his armies. Of this we have an in- 
ſtance, at the preſent juncture, when he was obliged to mort- 
gage the little town of Sulte to Frederick of Bulow, biſhop of 
Schwerin, for fix hundred marks of filver, Cologne weight. 
A plain proof that he did not enrich himſelf by the elevation of 
his ſon Albert, nor fill his coffers with the ſpoils of his enemies. 
Oro of Brandenburg having refuſed to fulfil his engage- 
ments with the duke of Mecklenburg, according: to the tenor 
of the late treaty, and, particularly, to deliver up the town of 
Marnitz, duke Albert and his brother concluded an alliance 
with the dukes of Pomerania, in order to compel him to ſtand 
to his agreement. The margrave was then at war with the 
dukes of Pomerania, who had hitherto carried it on with alter- 
nate ſucceſs. But the weight of ſo powerful an ally, in the 
oppoſite ſcale, was a fatal ſtroke to Otho; ſuch a ſtroke as de- 
prived him, at once, of his courage and his electorate. To 
this event, ſo advantageous to Mecklenburg, many circum- 
ſtances contributed. The principal of theſe was, that Otho 
had married Anne, the daughter of the emperor Charles IV. 


and at the marriage compact had promiſed, that if he ſhould 


have no iſſue by that princeſs, the margraviate of Branden- 


his 
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Cap 


varia his ſtadtholder and ſucceſſor in the margraviate of Bran- 
denburg. This gave ſuch offence to the emperor, that he 
eſpouſed the cauſe of..the dukes of Mecklenburg and Pomera- 
nia, and threatened to oblige him to fulfil his engagements. 
80 formidable an. alliance ſtruck ſuch a terror into Otho, that. 
he ſold the whole electorate of Brandenburg in. 1373, to the 
emperor Charles IV. for two hundred thouſand marks in Hun- 
garian gold, and tetired to Bavaria. Thus had duke Albert. 
the good fortune to get rid of a very troubleſome neigh- 
bour, Who paid no regard to the moſt ſolemn treaties. The. 
emperor having fairly purchaſed: this margraviate, granted it 
to his fon Wenceſlaus, king of Bohemia, and declared him 
elector of Brandenburg. This whole proceeding was ex- 
tremely diſagreeable to the houſe. of Bavaria, particularly to 
Frederick, elector Palatine of the Rhine. The emperor plain- 
ly perceived he ſhould-meet with great oppoſition from ſo pow- 
erful a houſe, before he could ſecure the poſſeſſion of the mar- 


graviate to his ſon; and being determined not to loſe his mo-- 
ney, an object for which he had too great a value, he reſolved to 
viſit the margraviate himſelf, and to have a conference upon. 


the ſubject with the duke of Mecklenburg, in order to concert. 
ſuch meaſures with that prince, as ſhould be neceſfary for main- 
taining his ſon in poſſeſſion of the electorate. 

Tur new margrave Wenceſlaus accompanied his father in 
this expedition; and as ſoon as the duke had entered into a 
treaty of guarantee and alliance, with regard to the electorate, 
Wenceſlaus * conferred on him and his legitimate heirs male, 
in the emperor's preſence, the inveſtiture of Lentzen and Wit- 
tenbergen, in the diſtrict of Stepnitz; as alſo, the remainder of 
the lands and territories in the province of Prignitz, with the 
towns, caſtles, and villages thereto: belonging, as Perleberg, 


Kiritz, Pritzwald, Fregenſtein, Meyenburg, Neuhaus, and 
F rederickſdorff, except the town and diſtrict of Wiſtock, with 


* Prince Wenceſlaus was then an infant, therefore the inveſtiture ſhould be attri· 


buted to Charles himſelf, and his ſon had only the name of it.. 
Havel- 


his promiſe, and had nominated his nephew Frederick, of Ba- 
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Havelberg, and the lands belonging to that biſhoprie. But the 


misfortune was; that duke Frederick ſtill kept poſſeſſion of all 


thoſe forts, and in the diſtriet of Prignitz had many adherents, 


men of courage and reſolution, deſcended from the ancient 
Wilſi, and who, either by private or public wars, had been train- 
ed to the uſe of arms. However, Weneeſlaus entered into an 
alliance with duke Aldert and his ſons, to afift him in taking 
poſſeſſion of all thoſe forts and towns; with this further 
condition, that the caſtle of Marnitz, and the other mortgaged 
places which the margrave Otho had taken back unredeemed, 
ſhould be now reſtored to the houſe of Mecklenburg. 

Tux fame week in which this treaty of alliance was conclud- 
ed, the emperor conferred, a fecond time, on both the dukes 
of Mecklenburg, the inveſtiture of Stargard, with the whole 
territory thereto belonging, and promiſed to maintain them 
both in the enjoyment and poſſeſſion of that principality. The 


renewal of this inveſtiture was defired upon this account, that 


the former had been granted in 1347, when the emperor 
Charles's Imperial dignity was not univerſally acknowledged 
by the princes, of Germany. This tran faction ed on the 
Friday after Whitſuntide, the eighteenth of Fuly, at Furſten- 
berg on the Oder, as appears. by the diploma. The Tueſday 
following, viz. the twenty-ſecond of jay, both the < HS 


which they had been inveſted in 1348: they now received a 
joint inveſtiture of the dukedom of Mecklenburg; and the lord- 


{hip of Stargard was incorporated for ever with that ſovereignty. 
The diploma was likewiſe dated at Furſtenberg on the Oder, 


the twenty - ſecond of July, 1373. The cmperor, from thence, 


proceeded to the New-Marck, where he encamped with his 


en court before the town of Furſtenwald, and was met 


on the fifteenth. of Auguſt by Otho, the late margrave of 


Brandenburg, and by: duke Frederick of Bavaria. Here all 
matters relative to the purchaſe of the eleQorate were ami- 
cably . adjuſted. Here "fo it was, that at the requeſt of 
duke Albert, and. his, brother, the emperor. renounced for 


: him- 
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himſelf and his heirs, in favour of thoſe princes, all rights 
and claims of ſovereignty and juriſdiction whatever, which 
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he might have to the territories of Prignitz, Havelberg, and 


Lentzen; as alſo, to the whole country and dominions of 
Mecklenburg. On the other hand, duke Albert promiſed for 
himſelf, and his heirs, to maintain the emperor Charles, and his 
heirs, in poſſeſſion of the eleQtorate of Brandenburg. This 
mutual guaranty Was renewed in 1 374, by the ſons of that 
emperor, and of duke Albert. At the ſame time, the emperor 
confirmed for himſelf, and his fons, as heirs to the electorate 
of Brandenburg, duke Albert, and his heirs, in the dakedom 
of Mecklenburg, the county of Schwerin, the 15 and ter- 
ritory of Stargard and Roſtock. | 
As Roſtock is mentioned on this occafion, and no notice is 
taken of it in the patent of 1348, for erecting the country of 
Mecklenburg into a dukedom ; it appears from thence, that 
the ſeignory, or fupertor juriſdiction af Denmark over that town 
and diſtrict, was aboliſhed. How that revolution happened, 
by means of the tranſactions of duke Albert with king Walde- 
ar, ſhall be hereafter related. But we muſt remark by the 
mor that the joint inveſtiture of the two brothers did not con- 
ſtirute a joint adminiſtration. Trac it is, that they paid ho- 


thoſe to countries were never to be alienated from the ſerene 
family; yet the two brothers had each his own portion, or ſe- 
parate government. 

A QevARrREiL about this time breng out between Albert 
and Wenceſlaus, dukes of Saxony, and Magnus Torquatus, 


duke of Brunſwick, proved of ſome advantage to duke Albert, 


whoſe aſſiſtance was eourted by the weaker party. William, 
the laſt duke of Euneburg, happening to die without male 
iffſne, left two daughters, Elizabeth and Matilda. Elizabeth, 


the eldeſt, was married to Otho, duke of Saxony, of the Af- 
canian line, and had a ſon named Albert, Matilda eſpouſed 
Lewis, duke of Brunſwick, who died without iſſue, before his 
father-in-law, but left a brother, the famous Magnus Torqua- 
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tus. William, at firſt. intended to leave the duchy of Lune- 


burg to his eldeſt daughter Elizabeth, wife of the duke of Sax- 


ony; but altered his mind, and gave the preference to his 


youngeſt daughter Matilda, who was married to the duke of 
Brunſwick. Upon the death of duke William, Albert, duke 
of Saxony, claimed the duchy of Luneburg, in right of his 
mother, that-.prince's eldeſt daughter; but was oppoſed by 
Magnus Torquatus, who availed himſelf of duke William's 


Will, in favour of the youngeſt daughter. The conteſt grow- 


ing. warm, duke Albert, of Saxony, appealed to the emperor 
Charles IV. who, preferring duke William's firſt diſpoſition, 
declared Albert, of Saxony, lawful heir to the duchy of Lune- 
burg, But this prince having intelligence, that Magnus Tor- 
quatus. intended to aflert his claim by force of arms, notwith- 
ſtanding the emperor 's determination, entered into an alliance 
with his uncle Wenceſlaus, elector of Saxony, to ſupport the 
joint intereſts of the family. Magnus, however, found himſelf 
able to make head againſt the two dukes of Saxony, which en- 
gaged the latter to call in to their aſſiſtance duke Albert of 


Mecklenburg, who was nearly related to the Aſcanian family. 


In order to indemnify this prince, for the expences he ſhould 
incur in the proſecution of the war, they gave him the towns 


of Domitz, Weningen, Newhauſs, Darſing, and Elbſtadt, for 


him, and his heirs, for ever; and likewiſe depoſited the towns 
of Dannenberg and Blekede, as a mortgage in his hands, till 
they were able to repay the ſums he ſhould be obliged to 
expend on occaſion of the preſent armament. The confederate 
forces marched into the country of Luneburg, where the inha- 
bitants, being well affected to Albert of Saxony, ſubmitted to 


that prince, Who made himfelf maſter of the fortreſs of Lauen- 


rode, near the city of Hanover. Magnus, however, maintain- 
ed the conteſt for ſome time, with various ſucceſs; but hap- 


pened to be unfortunately killed ſoon after i in a duel “ with 
be manner in which this prince miſerably ended his days, is related: thus : 


Otho, count of Schaumburg, married Matilda, widow: of bis brother Lewis. The 


<quipage of this princeſs happening to be attacked upon the ys. ſome of Magnus's 


b 
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Otho, count ef Schaumburg, Albert of Saxony remained 
peaceable, poſſeſſor of the duchy of Luneburg. Albert met 
alſo with an untimely fate; for laying ſiege to the caſtle of 

Rickelingen, which belonged to the family of Mandelſlohe, 
he was killed by a ſtone” that fell upon his head. Upon 


that prince's deceaſe, his uncle Wenceſlaus laid claim to 


the duchy of Luneburg, which gave riſe to an obſtinate war 
between him and the houſe of Brunſwick. At length, the 
death of this prince, which happened in 1388, while he was 
beſieging the city of Zelle, put an end to the conteſt. His 
only iſſue were two daughters, Anne, married to Frederick, 
and Marg aret to Bernard, both ſons of Magnus Torquatus; , 
by this double match all contention ceaſed, and the duchy of 
er 7 0 became the undoubted right of the houſe of Brunſ- 
wick. With regard to the agreement concluded at the begin- 
ning with duke Albert of Mecklenburg, he kept poſſeſſion 


only of the town of Domitz, which had belonged to the counts 


of Schwerin, ſo early as the year 1326 *, 

Bur theſe diſturbances in the neighbourhood of Mecklen- 
burg, did not divert duke Albert from endeayouring to pro- 
mote the intereſt of his family, amidſt the broils with which the 
kingdom of Denmark was ſtill unhappily agitated. King Walde- 
mar.upon.quitting his dominions, as we have already obſerved +, 
had placed Henning Podebuſch, an officer of great renown, at 
the head of the regency, with the title of Captain General of 
the kingdom. Mean while, the allies were acting with the 
utmoſt vigour againſt the Danes, and ſeemed to threaten to diſ- 
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domeſtic ſervants were charged with that outrage. This occaſioned a quarrel be- | 


fween the two princes, which, according to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of that age, was 


decided by the ſword. Both parties having taken the field, a battle enſued near Le- 


veſte on the Leine. Magnus having engaged in ſingle combat with his enemy, un- 
ſaddled him, and alighted from his horſe, in order to take him priſoner. The count 


lay grovelling on the ground; and as Magnus was examining the corpſe, whether 


there were any remains of life in it, one of the count's ſoldiers ran him through the 


body. This happened in 1373. 1 Fa 
®* Chemn. Latom. Bechr, Kluver, Franck, Leibnitz | + P. 268. 
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Webb that ancient monarchy... The counts of Jutland had 


' ſubdued. ſeveral fortreſſes in that province, while king Albert 


entered Schonen with an army, and reduced Yſted, Fal- 


ſtetbode, Scanor, and ſome other places. The Hanſeatic 


ſquadron had not only ravaged the maritime parts of that 
province and of Zealand, — alſo taken and plundered the 


town of Copenhagen. Elſinere, the key of the Sound, was 
fallen into their hands : they bad likewiſe made a ſettle- 


ment in the iſles of Amack and Ween, as alſo, in part of 
Falſter, where they were poſſeſſed of Nykoping; and Falſter- 


bode and Scanor, in Schonen, underwent the ſame fate. Under 


ſuch diſtreſsful cireumſtances, the regent Podebuſch plainly 
0 that a ſpeedy accommodation was abſolutely neceſ- 
ry for the preſervation of the kingdom, and conſequently ſhould 
0 „ parchaſed at any rate. He, therefore, propoſed ſuch terms 
of peace, as he knew would be agreeable to the Hanſe towns, 
whoſe principal view was to ſecure and extend their commerce. 
The propoſals being accepted, a congfeſs was held at Stralſund, 
where, after a tedious .negotiation, a peace Was concluded, 
which reflected great diſhonour upon Denmark, but was high- 
ly advantageous to the Hanſeatic confederacy. Beſides ſeveral 
privileges in favour of their commerce; to reimburſe them the 
expences of the war, and as a ſatisfaction for the damages ſuſ- 
tained at the plundering of Wiſby, they obtained the ceffion 
of the better part of Schonen, during the ſpace of fifteen years, 
viz, Helſingburg, Malmc, Scanor, and Falſterbode, with their 
dependances, and two-thirds of the regal revenue. The parti- 
culars of this treaty, with regard to the other allies, are not 


known; only it is probable, that king Albert retained the iſle 


of Gothland. Denmark bein g now reſtored to its former tran- 
quility, king Waldemar returned from his exile, and confirm- 
ed the treaty of Stralſund, a ſacrifice which, however mortify- | 
ing to his natural haughtineſs, was 7 7 for the preſerva- 
tion of the remainder of his dominions , 


* Crantz. Bechr 5 Franck, Pontan, Huitfeld, Mallet, 


. Uran 


— 


Upon the reſtoration of this monarch; the duke of Mecklen- 
burg thought it adviſable to lay afide all animofities, and to 
eſtabliſh a perfect reconciliation between king Waldemar and 
his oven family. On the one hand, Waldemar was deſirous of 
ſpending the remainder of his days in peace; and on the other, 
it was the intereſt of duke Albert to be upon good terms with 


that prince; as his grandſon, by prince Henry, had a proſpect 
of inheriting the Daniſh crown. In the late war, that prince 


293 


Peace con- 
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tween king 
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and the duke 
of Mecklen- 
burg. 


had taken ſome fortreſſes in Schonen, of which he was till | 


in poſſeſſion; but now, by his father's advice, he entered 
into an agreement with king Waldemar, his father-in-law, 
by which thoſe fortreſſes were all reſtored. In conſequence 
of this meaſure, king Waldemar promiſed, that in caſe he 
died without iſſue male, his eldeſt daughter Ingeburga, and 
her ſon Albert, by prince Henry of Mecklenburg, ſhould 
inherit the crown of Denmark: provided, however, that the 
king's youngeſt daughter, Margaret, who had been married 
to Haquin, king of Norway, ſhould receive whatever was due 
to her in Denmark. This was a joyful and glorious æra to 
duke Albert; an #ra, in which he not only beheld one 
of his ſons in actual poſſeſſion of the kingdom of Sweden, but 
likewiſe, Hip nen ne ſucceſſor to the Daniſh mo- 
14 pri) 

-KinG' Waldemar did not . ſaevive this event. Ever ſince 
his return to his dominions he had been afflited with the gout ; 
and he was fo imprudent, at length, as to ſubmit to the treat- 
ment of an empiric, who promiſing him infallible relief, de- 
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king Walde 
mar, 


prived him of life. He breathed his laſt at his favourite caſtle 


of Gurve, in the neighbourhood of Elfinere. By his wife 


Hedwige, princeſs of Sleſwick, he left two daughters behind | 


5 Upon this pardon we may fag with Crantzius, « * eſt mY veteris Vanda- 


licz gentis renovata gloria, quod non ſolum Africæ olim regnaverit ; verum etiam | 
Ruſhs, Polonis, Bohemis, Dalmatis, Bulgaris imperet; nunc vero tranſmiſſo mari 


regnum ſuum in Sueciam perduxerit, & imperium ſuum uſque in noviſſimos Phin- 
nos e in, Chemnitz, Latomus, Franck, Bechr, Mallet. 


Bok 


him; ; 
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bann the eldeſt, Ingeburga, married to prince Henry of Meck- 
lenburg, duke Albert'seldeft ſon: and the youngeſt, the celebrated 


Margaret, who eſpouſed Haquin, king of Norway. Had the right 


of ſucceſſion been at that time regularly eſtabliſhed in . 


the young prince of Mecklenburg muſt have aſcended the throne 


without oppoſition. The ſtates of Denmark, however, were 
of opinion, that all the duty they owed to the reigning family, 
was to prefer it to any other; but that the right of primogeni- 
ture ought not, in many occurrences, to prevail over the wel- 
fare and intereſt of the kingdom. The ſtates having aſſembled 


at Odenſee, to deliberate on the election, were divided in their 


ſentiments. Some were. diſpoſed to favour prince Albert, on 
account of the title which he derived from his mother, eldeſt 
daughter to their late ſovereign. Others declared themſelves 
for Olaus, ſon of Margaret, who was then eleven years old; 
ſpecifying many advantages with which the election of this 


young prince would be attended, in preference to that of his 


competitor. As preſumptive heir to the king of Norway, he 
muſt, of conſequence, unite that crown to Denmark; and by 


his pretenſions to Sweden, he had a probable chance of one 
day reducing all Scandinavia under his dominion. The in- 


trigues of queen Margaret gave great vigour to this party; yet 


debates ran ſo high, that the ſtates ſeparated without coming 


to any reſolution. This was agrecable to WW to whom. 
gaining time was a conſiderable advantage. 

As this is the firſt time that this celebrated e makes 
her appearance in our hiſtorical drama, and we ſhall have fre- 
quent occaſion to mention her political and military exploits, a 
ſhort ſketch of her character will not, perhaps, be unaccept- 
able to the reader. This notice ſhe deſerves, on account 0 
thoſe ſhining qualities, and illuſtrious actions, which procured 
her the ſirname of the Semiramis of the North. If ſhe can- 


not be compared to the eaſtern heroine, for the circumſtance of 


aſſuming the habit of the other ſex; | and counterfeiting man 


hood, "the Was, at * 3 to her in all nn virtues; ond 
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we mby, with truth, apply to her; what an ingenious writer *. 
makes Henry the Great ſay of queen Elizabeth, That Europe 
did her the juſtice to rank her with the greateſt men.” It 


vas indeed ſaid of her by the king her father himſelf, That 
nature had erred in making her a woman, ſince ſhe Was ori- 


ginally intended for a man.“ And this judgment, the early 
inſtances which ſhe gave of her great penetration, and uncom- 
mon intellectual abilities, fully juſtified. We ſhould not be 
ſurprized if her character was not. ſuited to her. ſex, ſince her 


birth was owing to a miſtake + ;. and the conſequence ſeems: 


natural, that the fruit of ſuch an embrace ſhould be an extraor- 
dinary production. She was a woman of a moſt active and. 
lively diſpoſition, of an aſpiring mind, and of unbounded am- 
bition; affable and condeſcending while ſhe courted the ſu- 
pteme power; haughty and imperious when once ſhe had 
obtained it. She poſſeſſed, in perfection, the art of conciliating 
the affections of thaſe with whom ſhe had any buſineſs to tranſ- 
act. Her capacity was ſuch, as enabled her to form and con- 
duct the moſt arduous enterprizes. She had the true ſpirit of 
intrigus; a ſpirit which ſeemed to form her characteriſtic, and 
conſtitute her ruling paſſion. The management of the preſent. 
election of a ſucceſſor to her father, was the firſt exertion of her. 
political abilities; and upon that occaſion, ſhe ated with a. 
fortitude and ſagacity which could ſcarce be ns ao from her. 
inexperience, and the weakneſs of her ſex. 

Tuts artful princeſs having had time to ſet all her engines at 
work, began to tamper with the ſtates of each province; and ſo 
ſucceſsful was ſhe in her intrigues, that ſhe made them ſeparately 
agree to an election, on which they could not reſolve in a col- 


lective body. Jutland ſet the example; the three orders of that Olaus, the 


ſon of Mar- 
aret, choſen 
ng of Den- 


province, choſe Olaus with one common conſent.. Schonen imi- 


tated the conduct of Jutland ;- and, at length, the inhabitants of i; 
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the Daniſh iſtands joined their ſuffrages to thoſe of the reſt of ark. 


the kingdom. Olaus, ſon of Haquin, king of Norway, and of 
queen Margaret, though but eleven years of age, Was pro- 
M. de Voltaire. 0 + See pag. 230. | 
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claimed king at Slagelſe, in tlie preſence of his father and 


mother, at a general aſſembly of the ſtates of the kingdom. 
Margaret, on the ſame occafion, was declared regent during 


the minority of her ſon; and the acts which from that time 


came from the throne; were publiſned in both their names. 
One of the chief artifices by which Margaret obtained this elec- 
tion, was her agreeing to ſign, in behalf of her fon, a capitula- 
tion which would afterwards have tied' up his hands, as far, at 
leaſt, as coronation oaths are capable of binding princes.  . 

Brok the death of king Waldemar, the duchy of Meck- 
lenburg enjoyed a orofountdy peace: Albert had lately the good 
fortune to get rid of two of his moſt troubleſome neighbours, 
Magnus duke of Brunſwick, and Otho of Brandenburg; the 


former of whom had been killed in a duel, and the latter had 
ſold his electorate. He was likewiſe in eloſe alliance with the 


emperor, who had not only granted many privileges to his fa- 
mily, but alſo promiſed to ſupport king Albert on the throne 
of Sweden, and the young prince Albert of Mecklenburg, in 


his pretenſions to the Daniſh ſucceſſion. No ſooner, therefore, 


had the duke received the news of king Waldemar's death, than 
he made his grandſon take the title of lawful heir to the crown 
of Denmark; and being reſolved to maintain his right, had 
already procured letters of recommendation from the emperor | 
Charles IV. to the ſtates: of the kingdom. Beſides the right of 
primogeniture in favour of his grandſon, he alſo alledged the 
above-mentioned treaty drendes hand ſon Henry, hack Ms * 
king Waldemar. 

By theſe ſteps Margkret 4 was ſufficiently convinced; that the 
election of Olaus would be ſtrongly oppoſed by the duke of 
Mecklenburg, and that it would be neceſſary to concert proper 


meeaſures of defence, in order to ſupport her ſon on the throne. 


With this view ſhe endeavoured, at firſt, to eſtabliſh an alliance 
»The i ingenious Mr. Vertot, in Rerol. de Suede, is greatly miſtaken in ſuppoſing 


king Haquin to have been dead at the time of this election; his death did not happen 


till 1380. He alſo ſuppoſes Olaus to have died the ſame year as king Waldemar, 
and that Margaret was queen of wid in her own right ; none of which Peru. 


with 


cCulars are true. 


with the dukes of Pomerania, neighbours and rivals of duke 
Albert. Such was the purport of the treaty concluded by that 
princeſs with duke Bogiſlaus, of the branch of Wolgaſt, who, 
in virtue thereof, undertook to ſupport the new king of Den- 
mark with all his power and might, againſt every opponent, 
and eſpecially againſt the duke of Mecklenburg. 22 

Tas event quickly evinced the wiſdom of the queen's pre- 
cautions. Duke Albert, being determined to maintain the 
rights of his grandſon, perſuaded his ſon Albert, king of Swe- 


den, to join his forces with thoſe of Mecklenburg, in defence 


of a cauſe, by which the glory of their family was ſo much af- 
feed; The counts of Holſtein, Nicholas and Adolphus, were 
alſo prevailed upon to join this party, having been promiſed, that 
when the young prince of Mecklenburg aſcended the throne, 
he ſhould favour them with the long wiſhed- for inveſtiture of 


the duchy of Sleſwick, as alſo, of the iſlands of Alſen and Lan- 


geland. Promiſes ſo advantageous had a very powerful effect, 
and by thoſe means the counts of Holſtein were eaſily drawn 
into, the alliance. - Prince Henry of Mecklenburg having taken 
upon him the command of the confederate fleet, put to ſea with 
an intent to land a ſtrong body of troops on the coaſt of Den- 
mark. But the fleet met with a violent ſtorm, by which great 
part of the ſhips were loſt and diſperſed, and numbers of the 
men periſhed in the deep. Prince Henry having returned to 
the. coaſt of Mecklenburg with the ſhattered remains of the 
fleet, was diſcouraged from renewing the expedition, but had 
recourſe to negotiation. Hereupon conferences were held, and 
it was agreed on both fides, to refer the deciſion of this impor- 


tant matter to a certain number of arbitrators. Whether this 


arbitration took place we are not informed, but in all probabi- 
lity it did: and there is ſome room to believe, that on this oc- 

caſion, the houſe of Mecklenburg was releaſed from all feudal 
ſubjection on account of the lordſhip of Roſtock. Margaret, 


and her ſon, remained in peaceable poſſeſſion of the crown of 


Denmark,; yet prince Albert continued to quarter the Daniſh 
s | 2 : N * | . Ez ; arms 
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arms with thoſe of Mecklenburg, uſing this inſcription, . $ Si. 


Public cala- 
mities. - 


1376, 


4 gillum Alberti Danie hefedis, Ducis Magnopolenfis.” “ 
” Tims diſappointment" was followed by ſome other diſaſters, 
with which the good fortune of the houſe of Mecklenburg was 


faddenly clouded and overcaſt. In Wiſmar a terrible peſtilence 
broke out, which in half a year, that is, from the twenty-ninth 


of June til} Chriſtmas; {wept away ten thouſand ſouls; and 
above a hundred and twenty were frequently interred in a day. 
Hence it appears; how populous that city muſt have been in 
thoſe days; but fo greatly was it reduced by this fatal ſcourge, 


that it never after (recovered its former grandeur. To com- 


1377. 


1 


John, duke 


of Stargard. 


plete the misfortune of this city, a fire broke out this ſame 
year in the ſtreet of rer RY laid one e of 


the town in aſhes. 
Tur enſuing year, April the eighth; died dake Albert 8 dro⸗ 


ther John, duke of Mecklenburg- Stargard, after a reign of 


five-and-twenty years. He was interred with the uſual ſolem- 


nities at Strelitz. He had been twice married, firſt; to the 
fiſter of Adolphus VII. count of Holſtein, name unknown, by 
whom he had an only daughter, Anna, married to Wratiſlaus 
V. duke of Pomerania, and who died in 1396: ſecondly, to 
Agnes, daughter of Ulric, count of Ruppin and Lindow, by 
whom he had four ſons, John, Ulric, Rudolphus, and Albert; 
and three daughters, Agnes, Euphemia, and Conſtantia, The 
princes, John and Ulric, ſacceeded their father in the govern- 
ment; and of their actions we ſhall hereafter' treat more parti- 
cularly. Rudolphus was made biſhop of Schwerin, and after- 


wards obtained the biſhopric of Scara in Sweden. Albert, the 


youngeſt, was biſhop of Dorpt'in Livonia, where he ended his 
days. Of the daughters, Agnes was married to Otho II. duke 


of Pomerania. Euphemia, according to Chemnitz, entered 


the monaſtery of Ribnitz in 1376, when only four years of age; 
and in 1398 was choſen Vicaria (or Superior) of that houſe. 
Conſtantia was born in 1373, and likewiſe was placed in e 
convent of Ribnitz, when only three years old ?. 


9 D. Latom. Beehr, Franck, _ Manet. 
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15 great friend to the houſe of Mecklenburg; I mean the empe- 
ror Charles IV. This prince had undertaken a journey to 
France; in order to fulfil a vow he had made of viſiting the ab- 
bey of Bt. Maur, in the neighbourhood of Paris. Upon his 
return to Bohemia, he died the twenty-ninth of November, 
this ſame year, at Prague, and was ſucceeded in the Imperial 
dignity by his ſon Wenceſlaus. It was Charles IV. that built 
the caſtle of Carlſtein in Bohemia, in order to preſerve the re- 
galia of the empire, contrary to the promiſe given to the elec- 
tors. His view, in all probability, was to avail himſelf of the 
ſuperſtition of- the age, when very great ſtreſs was laid, in Im- 
perial elections, on the perſon poſſeſſed of thoſe ornaments. 80 
fully was he perſuaded, 5 he ſhould thereby ſucceed in per- 


petuating the Imperial crown in his family, that he cauſed the 


arms of Bohemia to be engraved on the hilt of Charlemagne's 
ſword, which afterwards gave riſe: to ſeveral ſuſpicions and 
doubts with regard to its antiquity *. 

Duxe Albert's health had been ſome time upon the decline, 
which induced him to retire, as much as poſſible, from public 
buſineſs, and to prepare for his latter end. His mild and pru- 
dent adminiſtration had endeared him greatly to his ſubjects, 
who looked upon him as their father, and whoſe intereſt ot had 
ſtudied to promote upon all occaſions. But the city of Roſtock 
was in a particular manner favoured by this prince, having re- 


ceived. from him a confirmation of all her privileges in 1348 


and 1 349- He likewiſe conferred on her the privilege of hav- 


ing a mint of her own, together with the right of civil and 
criminal juriſdiction in the laſt reſort. F ormerly there lay an 


appeal from the ſenate of Roſtock to the city of Lubeck, 
which was expreſly abrogated by the preſent -privilege. But, 


in regard to matters of commerce, there might have been 


an- exception even at this time, ſince. Roſtock, as a Hanſe town, 
| depended, in ſame: meaſure, on the direction of Lubeck. 
This appeal did not import any ſubjection to that city; it 


gon- 


had 


| Tis melancholy event was followed ſoon after by the loſs of 


9455 of the 
5 


Charles IV. 
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conſiſted only of an inquiry into the laws of Lubock, which 


ad been formerly granted ta che inhabitants of Roſtock, and 


were afterwards obſerved in their judicial proceedings. It is true, 
however, that the city of Lubeck formed ſome claim an account 


of that very appeal, and pretended to the right of fert 
in the laſt reſort. 


Duxx Albert, ſenſible. of his approaching diffolation, ſent for 


his two ſans, Henry and Magnus, (Albert the ſecond was then 


king of Sweden) and the awful proſpect of death ſuggeſting the 


| beſt and moſt ſerious thoughts for the direction of their future 


conduct, he expreſſed his ſentiments to them in terms to this ef- 
fect: My ſons, liſten to the words of a dying father, who muſt 
* now, be more capable than ever of giving you ſalutary advice. 
« It is in our laſt moments that we ſee things in their trueſt light, 
« ag Qur eyes are then opened, and all thoſe deluſions of opinion, 
« and thoſe falſe ideas of human grandeur, Which dazzled and 

* miſled us during life, diſſolve like ſmake, or vaniſh like an 
* empty dream. Vou have feen, my children, what toils and 
«« perils I have undergone; during a long ſucceſſion of years, 
te and u. many obſtinate conteſts and bloody wars I have deen 


e to procure you a perfect ſecurity from all the nefabibouring 
*« potentates.. I de nat mention this with a view of upbraid- 


ing you with my favours, as is but too often the cafe with 


1 benefactors ; ſo far from it, there is nothing I regret more 


in my laſt moments, than that I have not more opulent and 
*« extenſive dominions to leave my ſons. I mean only to ex- 
4% hort you, now that my glaſs is run out, and I am upon the 

„paint of launching inte eternity, te preſerve with care that 


4 which I, haue been at ſo much pains in acquiring. What 


cc cultivate a ſtrict union 1 yourſelves, and be ever mind- 
« ful of this juſt maxim, that by concord the moſt inconſider- 


able ſtates grow powerful, and by. diſcord: the greateſt and 
+59 misbtiaſt . are reduced to wg: : muſt, at the ſame 


% time, 
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«time; , with equal -ſeriouſnels, adviſe ybu to obſerve the 
1 ſtricteſt integrity, and the moſt impartial juſtice in your 
_ <<, dealings, with all whom you are any way concerned; 
for princes are ſet up as a pattern to the reſt of mankind ; 
«< and the ſmalleſt violation of the laws of juſtice in them, com- 
% municates the contagion of bad exa 


Let integrity be your chief rampart; 
_ «ſtrongeſt bulwark. Exert your utmoſt endeavours. to pre- 


mple to their ſubjects. 
let juftice be your 


t ſerve: _ ſecurity of the public roads from the incurſions of 


% banditti and robbers. Cultivate a 
% the neighbouring Hanſe towns; nothing can contribute 
more to render the commerce of your dominions flouriſhing 
_ « and extenſive. Behave with mildneſs and lenity to all your 


* ſubjects, which they will not fail to return by paying you a 
chearful ſubmiſſion and obedience. But keep it conſtantly 


« in remembrance, that you will be always ſure of triumphing 
« over. your enemies, if you can ſubdue the emotions of avarice, 


« ambition, pride, and thoſe inordinate deſires that often en- 
« {laye the moſt arbitrary monarchs. The power of that 

« prince, which extends only to thoſe below him, is always 
« limited ; he is truly a ſovereign who has learnt to command 
6 his paſſions, and ſubdue himſelf.” 

Soon after this exhortation to his ſons, duke Albert breathed 
his laſt, on the nineteenth of February 1379, in his ſixtieth 
year, and was interred at Dobberan, where his monument * 
is {fill extant. 


Tnus ended his days, Albert, the firſt duke of this illuſtri- 


ous family; one of the greateſt princes that ever hgured i in the 
annals of Mecklenburg. To compoſe his panegyric, it is ſuffici- 


ent to take a view of his actions, and the whole tenor of his 
conduct in life, His figure was graceful arid majeftic ; his 


The epitaph is as-followe: « Duke Aber, 1 juſt prince, departed this life in 
A 13790. He governed! Schwerin, Roſtock, aud Stargard;. and was x great bene- 

« factor to this monaſtery... By his death the public: has loſt a Mactabeus, who had 
« the qualities of the eagle and the lion, the  ſirength. of Saumfon, aud 'the clegant 
„ He died in his fixtieth year,” | 


„5 coun- 


—— 


good underſtanding with 


His death. 


1 =} * * 60 i » KY 
countenitte" handſome; "His "oe bright duc 


Bio V. 
pefietrating. his 


1 deportment engaging. He Had been trained to the exerciſe of 
arms, and the feats of chivalry,” Frorti his tendereſt age, Which 
gave him great agility, and inured him to hardſhip and fatigue. 
So robuſt was his conſtitution, that he would, probably, have 


lived to a much more advanced age, had he not eſpouſed his 
ſecond conſott in the deelne of life; a circumſtance which, 
likewiſe, haſtened the death of his father. He poſſeſſed every 
accompliſhment of body and mind, that deine his high 
ſtation. Nor was he inferior in the ſolid and effential qualities 
of a commander. His prudence and caution in forming enter- 
prizes, and concerting meaſures, were equal to his intrepid 


boldneſs in execution. He was never to be daunted by the power 


or multitude of his enemies, having a reſiſtleſs bulwark in the 
affection of his people. He was a conſtant patron and friend to the 


Fanſe towns, from which he always received marks of eſteem 


and affection. His conduct in the field was equal to his valour, 
and ever free from the imputation of temerity. Such was his 


vigilance and circumſpectneſs, that in all his various expedi- 


tions he never once ſuffered himſelf to be ſurprized. For- 
tune could claim no ſhare in his ſucceſſes; they were all 
owing to his perſonal merit. No prince ever contributed 
more to the exaltation of his family. The recovery of the 
county of Schwerin, the acquiſition of the ſeveral diſtricts in 
Denmark and Brandenburg, the independency and preſervation 
of Stargard, are all ſtanding monuments of his conſtant atten- 


tion to this main object. But the raiſing of his ſon Albert to 


the throne of Sweden, was his maſter-piece in politics, by 


which he, at once, diſplayed his wiſdom in the cabinet, and 
his valour and conduct in the field. The power of Branden- 


burg reduced, the Pomeranians quelled, the Danes humbled, 
the emperor ſupported, ſet him upon a level with the greateſt 
captains of ancient or modern ages. Whilſt the duke, as a 
hero, ſeems to vie with the moſt illuſtrious perſonages of anti- 
quity, his affability, generoſity, and love of Juſtice, ſhew him 


to have poſſeſſed the virtues ha humanity | in an eminent degree. 


Tully 


Chap. Sun 0 E. VAN DA Li IA. 


_ Tully has mentioned proſperity among ſt the circumſtances that 
exalt the character of hetoes ; in chis Feige, duke Albert was 
Coated by few; he miſcarried in but two of his undertak- 


ings; he was once defeated. in - battle, and miſſec his aim 


againſt the principality of Rugen. Magnificent. in, the ſupport 
of his dignity, he was an economiſt i in his private expences, to 
avoid burthening the people, whoſe intereſt he had always in 
views. and Who revered him as their common father. His de- 
votion was free from bigotry ; and ſuch was the ſuperiority of 
his underſtanding, that he was ſcarce at all tinctured with the 


ſuperſtition of the times. In a word, he had all the good qua- 


lities that can endear a prince to his ſubjects ; and the memory 
of his heroic virtues, and glorious exploits, will be handed 
down to the lateſt poſterity. 

Tuis prince was the firſt who aſſumed the following title, 
which the ſerene family till retains: Albertus Dei Gratia 
Dux Megapolenſis, Princeps Vandalorum, Comes Suerinen- 


« ſis, Roſtochii & Stargardiæ Dominus.“ His motto was, 


Noli me tangere. He was twice married, firſt, to princeſs 
Euphemia of Sweden, by whom he had three ſons and two 
daughters. The ſons were Henry, Albert, and Magnus: the 
two former have been often mentioned in the foregoing pages: 
of the latter, who is the ſtem of the preſent ducal family, we 
ſhall take notice hereafter. His eldeſt daughter, Anna, was 
married to Adolphus, count of Holſtein. The youngeſt daugh- 
ter, Ingeburga, had for her huſband, Lewis, margrave of Bran- 
denburg. His ſecond wife was Adelaid, daughter of Vlric, 
count of Hahnſtein, by whom he had no iſſue “. 


„ canal, men wanne Ow Eluver, — Franck. 
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"HENRY SUSPENSOR, and 
MAGNUS L ; 

bete of MECKLENBURG. | 


| N From 1379 to r384. 
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Him wo 1 to the government, . with Bir Bro- 
thers. His great regard to juſtice, His death and ine. Death 

/ duke Magnus I. and iſſue. The adminiſtration deuolver intirely 
upon "Albert, king of Sweden. War with the banditti. King 
Albert holds. a tournament at Wi mar... e at cle e 
and origin of that entertainment. 5a ; 


HE f plendor of the band of Mecklenburg ſremed t 10 be 
edlipſed by the death ef the fortunate and magnanimous 
hero, duke Albert, That prinee's ſons, at leaſt Henry and 
- Magays, were of a leſs active and aſpiring diſpo ſition, and deſ- 
titute of thoſe ſhining qualities, by which their father had 
gained the ſummit of renown. Had the ſame ardour and cou- 
rage warmet and animated their breads, ſuch was the juncture 
of public affairs, that the north of Europe muſt have quickly 
ſubmitted to their empire. Albert, their brother, was already 
; poſſeſſed of the Swediſh throne, and Henry's ſon had well 
grounded pretenſions to the crown of Denmark, from which 
he, however, was excluded by the artful management of a fe- 
male rival, Even king Albert could not maintain himſelf 
on this throne of Sweden, but was diveſted of his exalied ſta- 
©" 
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tion by the very ſame woman, who proved the moſt inveterate Gong : | 
enemy to his « iltuſtrious family. Dux fæmina facti. ; 


_ Doxz Albert having quitted this ſublunary world, his ty two 
b Henry, firnamed Suſpenſor, and Magnus I. imme 
diately apprized their brother, the king of Sweden, of the me- 


lancholy event. We do not find what agreement thoſe princes 
entered into, with regard to the partition of their inheritance: 
all that appears from the public records of thoſe times is, that 
the three brothers ated by a conjunct adminiſtration, as did 
alſo their couſins, the dukes of Mecklenburg-Stargard, John 
and Ulric, ' ſops of the late duke John, For, by the cuſtom of 
| that age, the elder brothers in German principalities, did not 
exclude the reſt from their ſhare in the adminiſtration. | 
Dok Henry, the elder brother, ſeems to have born the * 1380. A 
principal part in government, and was a ſtrict friend to juſ- ws falls... 
tice. The outrages of the banditti, which were revived at 
this time, called for the utmoſt efforts of his courage and vigi- 
lance. Theſe diſturbers of the public peace were very numer- 
ous in the diſtrict of Prignitz, where the nobility, ſprung from 
the ancient Wilſi, ſtill preſerved their faſtneſſes and moated 
caſtles, and conformed to the Venedic cuſtoms in their manner of 
living: the nobility in the county of Schwerin alſo continued the 
ſame courſes, to which they had been uſed under the late counts, 
harbouring thoſe: miſcreants who infeſted the neighbouring 
country. The encouraging of the perpetrators of ſuch violen- 
ces, reflects a great diſhonour on the German nobility, who 
ſeem to have even partaken of the ſpoils, and thus to have 
joined in phundering and opprefling the innocent. In confor- 
mity to his father's advice, duke Henry exerted himſelf in f 
ſtemming the torrent of thoſe violences, and bringing thoſe CRT 
proffi gates, whenever they happened to fall into his hands, to 
condign puniſhment. Knowing that lenity to hardened delin- 
quents, is cruelty to the honeſt ſubject, e acted againſt the 
former with the utmoſt ſeverity, in hopes of exterminating ſo 
pernieious a race, and reſtoring the freedom of commerce. | | 
_ Hig zeal, on this occaſion, was fo great, that he went himſelf | 


in 


qv 


. s 1 O * Box lv. 


1 purſuit of thoſe common .enemies/of mankind; he woold 


even 


get out of his bed in the dead of night, upon any in- 


telligence of their approach, and chaſe: . into their lurk- 
ing · places in the woods and moraſſes, where thèy thought them- 


ſelves in perfect ſecurity. For this purpoſe, he had always a 
quantity of cord packed up by ſome of his retinue; and when- 


ever he could ſeize. upon any free - hooter, whatever gang he 


belonged to, whether he was a gentleman, or a peaſant, he or- 


dered him immediately to be hanged upon the firſt tree they 


came to, giving him no more time to prepare for death, than 


| nity. He uſed even to 


1381. 


juſt to ſay the Lord's Prayer: ſhould they chance to beg for 


permiſſion to confeſs their ſins to a prieſt, his anſwer was, 
they might confeſs them to God; and that it was much better 
for . to have even this ſhort time of repentance, than to be 
taken off in the act of vialatin ting the laws of juſtice and huma- 
them out of the churches, to 
which they ſometimes fled as places of refuge and when the 
clergy. complained of the violation of the fanctuary, he ſilenced 
them by obſerving, that God's houſe ſhould not be made a den of 


thieves. This ſtrict adminiſtration gained him the firname of Suſ- 
penſor, or the Executioner; by which his enemies, wicked men, 
and oppreſſors, meant to caſt an odium upon his character; 


though, in the opinion of the virtuous and ſenſible part of man- 
| kind, it reflects the higheſt honour on his memory. 


_Tx1s year was rendered remarkable by an event of a mo 


5 tragic nature, in the perſon of Melchior, biſhop of Schwerin, 


# — 


2 Pt e in the ebe, but fatal beverage. The effect 


of the illuſtrious houſe of Brunſwick, who had been tranſlated 
to that ſee from the biſhopric of Oſuabrug. This good prelate 


having made an excurſion to Roſtock, in the middle of ſummer. 


and being overcome witli the heat of the weather, drank plen- 
tifully of mead, which was his favourite liquor. A man's ſer- 
vants and domeſtics, like his paſſions and appetites, are often- 
times his ſecret enemies. A ſervant of Melchior's, who bore 


him ar-inveterate reſentment, the reaſon of which we find no 


where mentioned, ayailed himſelf of this opportunity, to mix 


Was 
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was inftatitancous 4; the prelate was taken ſuddenly il. and ig- 
notant of the cauſe of his difonder; made haſte to get back to 
Butzow, the epiſcopal reſidence. Upon entering the town, he 
ſawy ſtrauyberries ex poſod to fale on a ſtall, and was tempted to 
eat of them, in expectation of allaying the violent heat by 
which his inteſtines were burnt up. But the virulent poiſon 
till continuing to operate, his belly ſwelled to an immoderate 
fize, and his bowels burſting with a ſudden exploſion, he ex- 
pired in the moſt exquiſite agonies. The dignity of hiſtory 
will not permit us to enter into diſquiſitions on unintereſting 
events g we ſhall only obſerve by the WAY, that ſuſpicions of 
poiſon were very common in that ignorant age; and as it does 
not appear that the ſervant was ever convicted, or puniſhed for 
the crime, it is more natural to ſuppoſe, that the good prelate 
died of a ſurfeit, from the heterogeneous mixture of mead 
and ſtrawberries, than from any poiſonous ingredient. Be that 
as it will; he was interred at Butzow with this epitaph : 
© Anno 138 1. Die Veneris, vel poſtridie S. Bonifacii, reve- 
« rendus'in Chriſto Pater, Dominus Melchior, Dux Brunſvi- 


« cenſis, & Epiſcopus pe Ao enen et Kc: ſepultus eſt. 
« Orate pro eo.“ 


-Puxs Henry was molt uſefully ehployell in 5 Khir the 
peace and commerce of his country, when death alſo ſnatch- 
ed him away, to the great grief and concern of his ſubjects, 
eſpecially thoſe of the lower claſs, to whom he had always be- 
haved with condeſcenſion and affability. The occaſion of his 
death is ſaid to have been a fall from his horſe upon the ice at 

Wiſmar, where he, this year, held a tournament, in the depth 
of winter. He died foon after this fatal accident, and was in- 
terred at Dobberan'*, in the fame. grave with his father, 


I chip ut. 


* "The following curionsepnsphe in monkiſh e- hrtaccont of 
bis life and jranſs(Lions, iq 19 pe farm on bis monument Dobra, A tl 
| „ Nobilis Henricus Magnopol. \Pagis. e,. 

& Defuncto patre jam, cum magno duce fratre, A 
« Cpit regnare per regnum ſtrenue, gnare = 8 
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king Waldemar III. enough has been already ſaid *. 
the title of king of Ba during his natural life, and his 
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Duxr Henry Was twice married, firſt, in _ to Inge. 
| burga, dau lh of Waldemar III. king of Denmark. By this 
princeſs. br had an only fon, named Albert Who, in 1378, 


peſtilential diſ- 
caſe, four years after his father. Of this prince Albert's ex- 

tion of acceding to the crown of Denmark, in right of 
his mother, and of his aſſerting that right upon the death of 
He bore 


88 death prevented his taking 3 further ſteps for mount- 


6 Pax et juſtitia fult ejus philoſophin-/ 1 a dyes 
« Purquam pipes Beck for pablica Req, "op 
« Tute mercator ivit quiviſque viator. 
| | & Teftos ſub larvis nequam, ſylvis vel in arvis, 
«© Noctibus errantes, fractis domibuſque, OS: 1 
« Sub doliis gentes & earum res rapientes, 
« Inveſtigavit, ſuſpendit vel gladiavit z - 
« His nunquam vere pacem permiſit habere ; © 
 « Non obdormivit, ablativos ubi ſcivit ; 
* Eccleſiæ poſtes ſubit, et lucis capit hoſtea. TEIN 
4 Noluit ad regimen patrize permitere crimen, · EFT RUTHER 
« Tntulit ipſe tamen clauſtris quandoque gravamen. 
: « Noſcitur expreſſe, „ rb e Arn og FF 
Hic graviter cecidit, ſicut gens plurima vidit, 
&« In torneamentis, ſub equi mole prementis. _- 
C 'Ducitur ad lectum, quem vidit plebs ibi tectum. 
„ Cernitur urina, nil juyit eum medicina. 
. Flet populus, moritur, juxta patrem ſepelitur. 
* De quo gaudebat mala gens; ſed juſta dolebat. 
4 Sicut viventes, fic nunc ſocii-morientesz _ 
Quorum majeſtas nihil eſt modo, five poteſtas z 
* Linquit eos rerum ſubſtantia, pompa dierum, 
4 In tumbis vermes lacerant nudos & inermes. 
© Sed que geſſerunt, hic ſecum nulla tulerunt. 
„ Eſto Deus lenis, pie judex, his fine pœenis : 
; Duc et cos pone ſimul in vitz regione z/. 
Nate, pater a fac, poſcimus. Amen. 
11 a Err Dom. M.CCCC. ** 
| + Latom. h. 8 n 
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eſpouſed the princeſs Elizabeth, daughter of Albert, duke of 
Saxe -Lawenburg, and died without iffue, of a 
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2 that throne. However, the poſterity of his mather Inge- 


burgal at length, were ed to the Daniſh crown, in the iu 
| be) his ſiſter Mary A 


| en 1. Mary, married to Wratiſlaus VII. duke of Pome- 
rania, by whom ſhe had a ſon, named Eric, whom Margaret 
Waldemar, upon the death of her ſon Olaus, appointed her 
ſucteflor and co-regent of the three kingdoms of the north. 
This prince Eric ſucceeded to that united monarchy, He had 


a ſiſter; named. Sophia, married to John, eleQor Palatine of 
the Rhine, by whom ſhe had a ſon, named Chriſtopher, Who 


was alſo king of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. T he ſe- 

cond daughter Euphemia, was betrothed in 1366, to John VI. 
prince of Werle and Goldberg, but being ſtill too young, and 
he dying before the nuptials, ſhe- was married in 1377, to 
prince John VII. of Werle and Waren. The third daughter, 
Ingeburga, was elected abbeſs of Ribnitz i in 1398, and died of 
the plague in 1408, in her fortieth year. 


Matilda, daughter of prince Bernard III. of Werle and Robel. 
But by this . he left no iſſue *. 

Tur death of Henry was followed the next year r by that 
of his brother, duke Magnus. This prince, perceivin g his 
health to decline, thought of reſtoring it by a journey to 
Spa, in order to drink the mineral waters. He ſet out in 
company with Albert, duke of Brunſwick-Luneburg; but up- 


on his arrival at Aix-la-Chapelle, he was ſeized with a burn- 


ing fever, which put an end to his life the thirty-firſt of Au- 


Fos duke Henry had 3 alſo by ow wife dhe, e 


f i 
(273 - | , 


Henry's ſecond wife, whom he married in 1377, was 


| joy in the fixth year of his regency. He is repreſented by. 


ſome authors as of a choleric, paſſionate diſpoſition; but others 


aſcribe to him a more amiable character, acknowledging, at 
' the ſame time, that he had great vivacity of temper, and would 
not put up with the leaſt appearance of an affront. His en- 
deayouring-to reſtrain the nobility within proper bounds, and 
to abridge their extravagant privileges, by which they encou- 


.» Crantz. Latom, Chemn. John Magnus, Mylius, Bechr, Buckholtz, Franck. 
242 raged 


- 
* * 
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be paid mo regard to their eſtabliſhed rights . 


r HEN HIS TON Bock Iv. 
raged the banditti, rendered him obmoxious to that urder as if 


Perhaps he did 
not attend to thoſe claims, which they digniſied hy this appel- 


lation; but ſurely he reſpe&ed thoſe more ſacred rights, the 


| ſafety and preſervation of his people. Beſides, the nobility of 


The govern- 
ment intirely 
_  devolves to 
Albert, king 
of Sweden, 
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thoſe days, enjoying an almoſt boundleſs freedom under a feu- 
dal government, were continually endeavouring to contract the 
power and prerogative-of the prince, whom they looked upon 
only as primus inter pares; no wonder then if the prince made 
it his ftudy to humble their pride, and to reſtrain their extrava- 
gant licentiouſneſs. During his adminiſtration the people 
enjoyed profound peace, and nothing memorable was tranſact- 
ed: ſome may impute this to his indolence, but. others more 
juſtly conſider it as an argument of his prudence, and conſtant at- 
tention to promote the real happineſs of his people. Be that as 
it will, as he was the youngeſt ſon of duke Albert, his merit 
and fame ſeem to have been eelipſed by thoſe of his elder bro- 
thers. But he has the honour of being the ſtem from whence 
the preſent princes | of Mecklenburg Schwerin and Strelitz, 
are ſprung. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Barnim 
IV. duke of Pomerania, of the branch ef Wolgaſt, by whom 
he had a ſon, named John VII. who alone eontinued this illuſ- 
trious family. He had alſo two daughters, Euphemia and Hed- 
wig ; the former married to Balthaſar, prince of Werle and 
Guſtrow, the latter to Otho II. duke of Stettin 4. 
By the death of theſe two brothers, the ent os Meck- 
lenburg fell intirely into the hands of Albert, king of Sweden, 
upon whom the guardianſhip of the two young princes, his 
nephews, Albert and' John, naturally devolved. - Some aſſert, 
with great appearance of probability, that this guardianſhip 
extended only to John; but that Albert, the fon of duke Henry, 
was then capable of holding the reins of government; and ac- 
cordingly, that he alminiftred that oy joindy with his un- 

| cle, king Albert. OS 
| * Corner ſays of him, 00 Honeſtatem non curans militarem.* 925 
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Our aſ the firſt tranſactions under this regency, was an ap- 
plication from the city of Lubeck to duke Albert, to unite his 

forces with theirs in the further purſuit and extirpation of the 
banditti, who, ſince his father's deceaſe, began once more to 
raiſe their heads, The propoſal was readily embraced ; and the 


cities of Roſtock and Wifmar having joined in fo laudable a de- 
6gn, matt of thoſe miſcreants were hunted out of their lurking 


holes, and the caſtles belonging to their protectors deſtroyed. 


Among theſe were Storzow, Gemetow, Prenſberg, Trutzen, 


or 
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Reden, which were levelled to the ground. But though the 


caſtles were demoliſhed, the pernicious practice could not be 
 extirpated, having taken too deep 


fury than ever 


"Sadeading year Albert, king of end; deſirous of ſee- 
ing his native country, embarked for Wiſmar, whither he had 
inited moſt of the neighbouring princes, to afſiſt at a tourna- 
mant. The decorations on this occafion were extremely ſplen- 
did, and the entertainment continued the ſpace of eight days, 
with the utmoſt feſtivity. The preſence of a monarch, who 
had been ſo long abfent from his native ſail, had attracted an 
infinite number of ſpectators, not only from Mecklenburg and 
the adjacent provinces, but likewiſe from the moſt diſtant parts 


of Germany. Among the illuſtrious perſonages who aſſiſted at 


that pompous entertainment, were Wenceflaus, duke of Sax- 
ony and Luneburg ; Bogiſlaus, duke of Wolgaſt; Eric, duke 
of Saxe-Lawenburg; John, duke of Stargard; Lawrence, 
prinee of Werle; Nicholas and Adolphus, counts of Holſtein ; 
Otho, count of Hoje; Gunther, count of Ruppin; beſides 
ſeveral other dukes, marquiſſes, and counts, whom it would 
be tedious to enumerate. There was alſo a moſt brilliant circle 
of ladies of the firſt rank, with the deputies of the neighbouring 


z root amongſt the nobility, 
who countenanced it; MEE ſhall foon lee 1 it revive with greater 
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Hanſe towns. They all vied with each other in magnificence | 


and expence, diſplaying the richneſs of their equipages, the 
ſumptuouſneſs of their apparel, and the beauty and agility of 


| 4 9 Crantains, Buckholtz, Franck, * Latom us. 


their 
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"hai 8 Interludes and maſquerades were alſo exhibited, and 
nothing was wanting that could captivate the ſenſes, and afford 
the moſt exquiſite pleaſures to ſo noble and polite an aſſembly. 
As we have had frequent occaſion to make mention of tour- 

.naments in the courſe of this hiſtory, and this was one of the 

. moſt ſplendid ever exhibited in Germany, the reader will not, 
„ perhaps, be diſpleaſed with an account of the nature On: ori- 

gin of thoſe pompous entertainments. 

, TouRNAMENTS were combats of ba e in | which „. 
of noble birth entered the liſts, to gain reputation in feats of 
arms. The name is derived from tourner, to turn, becauſe 
they rode round the incloſure in performing theſe exerciſes, and 
| en. about in the courſe of the engagement. The origin of 
them has been much controverted. Nithard relates, that at 
an intervieẽ between Charles the Bald, and his brother Lewis, 
king of Germany, at Straſburg, there were combats, or mock 


= fights, between ſeveral cavaliers belonging to the retinue of theſe 


princes, where they vied with each other, in giving the moſt 
ſignal proofs of their courage and addreſs. The emperor Hen- 
ry the Fowler introduced exerciſes of the ſame nature among his 
troops, in order to train them to ſtrictneſs of diſcipline. - But 
| theſe were no more than military evolutions, ſuch as obtained 
among the Romans, and even among the Greeks, by whom 
they were called Trojan Games. It is therefore moſt probable, 
that the recreation of tournaments was introduced in the ele- 
venth century, together with chivalry; and the invention is, 
with good grounds, attributed to a French nobleman, Geoffrey, 
lord of Preuille, who, at leaſt, digeſted the rules, or laws, to 
be obſerved in thoſe combats. Hence they were called Ludi 
Gallici, from the country of the inventor. This noble amuſe- 


ment was Toon adopted by other nations, by the Engliſh “, the 


Germans, and the nn and. even . he inhabitants of 
the Kad. 1 h5; : 11 30 


| + They dd not begio io | be in vogue in batte. till the reign of Richard 
in 1194. | | 61d g 
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"Tar token of tournaments was to train the nobility to the 
uſe, of arms. None, therefore, were admitted to theſe ſports, 
but perſons of noble birth, and who could prove their deſ- 
cent, at leaſt, by three generations. They were alſo re- 
quired to be men of unſpotted honour and integrity. Thoſe 
who had degraded themſelves by marrying beneath their rank, 
or who had preſumed to flander the fair ſex, were conſequent! 


excluded. Thus it became the favourite diverfion of the no- 
bleſſe, who roſe in eſteem with the public, and eſpecially with 
the ladies, in proportion as they "diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their dexterity and addreſs at this manly exerciſe. Young 
gentlemen looked upon it as a military ſchool, thoſe of riper 
years as a theatre for diſplaying their activity and courage, and 


gallants as an eee of gaining the affection and eſteem 
of their miſtreſſes. 


Tux ladies had generally the honour of aſſiſting, and ſome- 
times of preſiding at theſe martial entertainments. They put 
an end to the rencounter whenever they thought proper. It 

was they that diſtributed the prizes; it was they that inſpired 
the combatants with ardour and courage, by giving them, be- 
fore the encounter began, ſome token or favour, that is, a 
ſcarf, a veil, a coif, a bracelet, &c. with which the knight 
adorned his lance, his ſhield, or his coat of armour. If, in 
the heat of the engagement, the knight was deprived of this 
enfign, the lady would ſend him another, and even ſtrip her- 
ſelf of her moſt precious ornaments, in order to animate him 
to combat. ne 
Ix Was cuſtomary for princes, on Aa public feſtivity or 
rejoicing, to appoint a day for thoſe entertainments, and to 
give notice thereof, by a ſpecial meſſenger, to the knights in 
their own territories, as well as in the neighbouring ſtates. 
The knights generally made their appearance four days before 
the combat. They endeavoured to excel each other in the 
richneſs of their equipages, in the elegance of their dreſs, and 
in the excellence and beauty of their horſes, which were 
adorned with * moſt coſtly . Their armorial 


| enſigns 
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enſigns * were diſplayed with great pomp for ſeveral. days, to 
be examined and inſpected by the lords and ladies. This was 


to prevent unqualified perſons from entering the liſts, Their 


arms were what the French call courtoiſes, ſpears without any 
iron at the top, ſwords without edge or point, wooden 2 
or faulchions, or even plain canes. They were not even 
min to puſh with thoſe blunted weapons againſt the Roach, 
but only to ſtrike with their uplifted arm. Neither were they 
en to fight out of their ranks, nor to hurt their adverſary's 
horſe, nor to couch their lances againſt any other part but the 


face, or the plaſtron'; nor to ſtrike a knight after he had taken 


off his vizor, or. been unſaddled ; nor to fall in a body upon a 
ſingle perſon. Whoever tranſgreſſed theſe rules, incurred cen- 
ſure and public ignominy, the moſt ſevere puniſhment that 
could be inflicted on a gentleman. 

Tux ſignal of engagement was given by the found of trum- 
pet, after two damſels of quality, attended by the heralds, had 


ſung ſome verſes adapted to the occaſion. Judges, or. inſpectors, 


were appointed by the ſovereign, to examine the knights ar- 
mour, their ſpears, ſwords, helmets, and bucklers, and to ſee 
that they were all armed alike. Theſe judges wore a white 


rod, as a badge of their authority. It is they that fixed the day, 


the place, and the arms. There were alſo prefent, camp-mar- 
mals, counſellors, kings, heralds,” and purſuivants at arms, to 
make a faithful report of the behaviour of the combatants. The 


PF Aue enßigus derive their origin from the cakes, and conſoquently are 
pretty nearly of the ſame antiquity as tournaments. In ſuch numerous armies as en- 
gaged 1 in thoſe expeditions to the Holy-land, and conſiſted of twenty or thirty different 
nations, they were obliged to have fome enſignu or mark, in order to marſhal the 
vaſſkls under the banner of their reſpectiue lord. This was the canſe of their having 

recourſe to ſymbols, to diſtinguiſh them in combat, which they afterwards retained 


out of vanity, and ingraved or painted on their ſhield, or coat af. armour. Theſe 
they diſplayed at tournaments, as a proof of their having had the honour to ſerve in 
a crufade. 'The'fafhion ſoon became general; even thoſe who had not been in the 
Holy-land, would have fome emblematic diſtinction; and, at length, in the thirteenth 
century, coats of arms became an hereditary honour, and were appropriated to fami- 


* 
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floss, ot, eld. i in which: they engaged; was railed in ke, 
- pales: and: diftipguiſhed, by the.name. of lift; Round this wer 
ſcaffolds, etected in the form of towers, and divided. into box 
and galleries, richly, arnamented,- for the accommodation of the 
ſpectators, Kings, queens, and; their hole Sat aften, afliſted, 
at: theln ſperinc/cy... | 
 Wuny: the-quadrils. qt t690P8, were drawn. up, the, judges, 
mii through: their; ranks, to ſee, that none of the 
was: faſtened to his ſaddle, a, practice regkgned extremely baſe, 
and unwarthy of a cayalier. Then the, combatants, paid their 
reſpects to the ſovereign, and; to the ladies; and the, charge was, 
ſounded. During: the engagement, the claſhing of ſwords, and 
faulchions; made a: moſt horrid! noiſe. The poipts, of. their, 
ſpears lighting upon. each ather's,armaur, gave, a violent ſhock, 
and generally flew: in pieces. When the combatants. were 


brave and determined, the conteſt ſometimes laſted, the great 


er part; of the day The vanquiſhed withdrew from the, lift, 
without the leaſt noiſe, to the neareſt; place of retirement, 
Sometimes: this entertainment. was followed hy juſts: two ca- 


valiers, out of gallantry, would: break a, lange in honour 


of the ladies. The difference between, tqurnaments. and juſts 


Was, that the former were in | the gx of battles, and the | 


latter of duels-. 
A ſoon; 26: the utnarcnss were over, the buſineſs was to 
make. a faix: diſtribution, of the prizes. The. judges collected 


the votes, after hearing the report of the heralds at arms; up- 
on which the ſovereign, the ancient knights, and the judges, 


declared the name of the conqueror. The firſt prize was given 
to him who- unhorſed the greateſt number of knights, the ſe- 


knights, 


cond and third in proportion. Thus the victory was deter- 


mined by the number of men unhorſed. It was frequently 
referred to the deciſion of the ladies, who acted as ſove- 
reign judges of the tournament. In caſe the prize was not 
given to the knight whom they held moſt in eſteem, they 
often decreed a ſecond in his favour; and this was not leſs, 
: ut more honourable than the firſt. . This authority of the fair 
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ſex contributed greatly to poliſh che manners of el age, 
gentlemen being afraid to. commit atiy action that might ren - 
der them undeſerving of their good graces. The lady who 
ſhewed this mark of her favour to a knight, was taken out to 
dance by him, as his partner, at the evening entertainment. 
NoTwITHSTANDING all the precautions to prevent the miſ- 
chief that might happen at thoſe martial exerciſes, ſcarce any were 
exhibited, in which a great number were not wounded, ſome 
killed, ſome cruſhed under the ſcaffolds, ſome trampled to 
death by the horſes, and others ſmothered in the duſt. Above 
twenty princes periſhed at different times, at thoſe entertain- 
ments. The popes thundered out their anathemas againſt 
them; and thoſe who periſhed on ſuch occaſions, were denied 
the honour of Chriſtian burial. And yet fo ſtrong was the 
paſſion of the nobility, in moſt countries, for this their fayour- 
ite entertainment, from a deſire of diſplaying their courage and 
addreſs before the ladies, that no bulls, ' decrees, or anathemas, 
were able to reſtrain them . Nothing leſs than the tragical 
death of Henry II. of France, who was killed at a tournament 
in 1559; could put an end to theſe noble, but dangerous ſports. 
With them died the Spirit of nn or yoo no more bes in 
romances. LF | 
Bur it is time now to cles: this ſcene We wide Wander 
and return, with king Albert, to Sweden, where civil diſcord 
had once more erected her ſtandard, and ſoon ang n 
and ruin through that diſtracted kingdom ＋. 
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Diſſenfions in Sweden. Enguiry into king Alberts conduct. Mar- 
garet ſucceeds to the crown of Denmark. The Swediſh malecon- 
zents apply to her for fuccours to depoſe their ſovereign. The 
Danes and Swedes prepare for war. King Albert gives battle to the 
Danes, is eee and taken frijencr, together LY his ſon Eric. 


1TTTLE did king Albert i imagine, when recreating him- 
ſelf with tournaments and public ſpectacles, that this was 
to be his laſt ſcene of enjoyment upon the throne ; that cares 
and inquietudes were impending over his head ; and that the 
remainder of his days was to be daſhed and embittered with 
anguiſh and ſorrow. Little did he foreſee the tempeſt that was 
gathering on the other fide of the Baltic, which burſting with 
ſudden violence upon his return to Sweden, overwhelmed him 
in a ſea of troubles and. diſtreſs. Thus we find, that even the 
thrones of princes are not ſecure from the ſtorms of adverſity : 


* 
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fortune, after ſhe has for a while deluded them with her trea- 


_ imiles, by a ſudden and unexpected reverſe too fre- 
| Rr 2 5 quently 
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tte liberties of SWeden. This“ was the foitrce of his calamities, 


1 Kindred, to his friends; that 1 is, to ſacrifice the deareſt and moſt 
| facred connections, and to div eſt himſelf of humanity? Is it not 
mean and illibera[ ts expect it? All that can be required of ſuch 
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quently} Hhifts the viſonary bene, bringe on a train of cala- 
mities, and concludes tie 4 drama (for royalty in all its Pomp 
are no more) with ſome fatal cataſtropae. 

Tur minds 'of the Swediſh nation, or rather if This Ariſto- 
cratical party, were tihtappily ulienatett from their once favour- 
ite monarch. This diſaffected diſpoſition of tHe hobles had 
been increaſing for ſome time; "but upon his return from Wiſ- 
mar, it 1 By. out into open rebellion. Though he was a prince 
of their own chuſing,” and” poflefled of 'moſt amiable endow- 
ments, genetous, brave, A unbgnieenn they Gould not for- 
give him one natural infirmity, a ſpredilection for his native 
country. " His preferripg a tew Germans to luerativo poſts and 
employments, wag looked upon with a Jealous eye, and con- 
ſtrued into a deſign to make uſe of them as his tools to ſubvert 


and of that thick eloud of ddverfity, We Men 
der of tis days. "G0 

IT is dickeult for a prince, who is Wyereigd of two indepen. 
dent ſtates, to donduct himſelf im ſuch a manner, as to give equal 
Tatisfation"to doth. And'if one'df thoſe Rates fold ben 
Tobe the pläes of His Hativity, it Wilk be always ſurmiſed; fhat 
He is inclined 10 Hudur YE in preſerente to the other. But a 
vbüntry chat Has chofen a- foreign prinde for its ſovereign, does 
not ſeem to have any right to N. e of his having a particlar 
affection to his native oil; for ſuch a ſentiment 1s-conform- 
able both * to nature and Teaſon, Is it juſt, is it in the leaſt 
reaſonable, that " becauſe 2 people' have for their own conveni- 
ency 1 84 in A foreign prince to reign over them, he is there- 
fore to renounce his natural attachment to his country, to his 


a prince, is not to oppreſs the onè nation, by favouring the other; 
nor to give his new fubjects reaſon to believe, that he has accept- 
ed of the ſovereignty of their country, onlyt to promote the intereſt 


of his ; ancient domains. A e in that ſituation, ſhould 


e, e N DAL I A. 
xeſetable that bright; laminary, the ſun; eliich:diffuſes i its ge- 
mia warmer egually to both hemiſpheres. The Swedes are a 
brave, but jealous people; thinking themſthves: ul uſed by the 
foetton which king Albert ſhewed to>his- German ſubjects, 
they began to form themſelves into cabals, to arraign his con- 
dact, and to charge him with a premeditated defign of ſub- 
worting he liberties of the kingdom. Hiſtorical ampartiality 
ohliges· us to give the partioulars OF this charge, as:\recbrded 
by th&$wodifh writers.” | 
_ *AGCSRDINGTtO thelouccounts,ikingiAibert;” e he found 
himſelf ſettled on the N and maſter of all the ſtrong. holds 
in the Kingdem, began to be elated with proſperity, and to 
thinle of eſtabliſhing an arbitrary power over his ſubjects of 
Sweden. With this view, he endeavoured to cruſh the chief 
nobility ; and to eounterballance their authority, ſent for ſeveral 
German lords, whom he inveſted with the command of the prin- 
cipatotts; aid with the moſt lucrative employments in the ſtate. 
Though moſt of them were no way conſpicuous for merit, he 
preferred them to more deſerving -perſons, and matched them 
with young ladies of the nobleſt Families! in the kingdom. Many 
he introduced into the ſenate, in direct violation of the laws of 
the realm ; and under various pretences filled the country with 
foreign mercenaries,” ho by their inſolence and avarice rendered 
themftlves extremely odious to the Swedes. In order to pay this 
army, he levied exorbitant taxes on his ſubjects, whoſe indig- 
nation he farther excited by gratify ing the rapacity of his needy 
favourites, and ſending conſiderable ſums of money over to 
Mecklenburg. This impoveriſned the country to ſuch a degree, 
that it was impoſſible for the people to pay the taxes. He there- 
fore convened the ſtates, and repreſented to that afſembly, that 
the revenues of the crown were inſufficient to maintain the re- 
| gal dignity ; that the nation muſt contribute to the ſupport of 
its ſoveteign ; and the eaſieſt way would be, to annex to the crown 
one third of the civil and eccleſiaſtical flefs of the kingdom. 
The diet expreſfed their diſapprobation of his conduct, beſeech- 


ing him to leave the Fatrimon of ei anceſtors untouched, 
and 


Anſwer to 
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and not to invade. the liberties of the natian. They farther 
remonſtrated to him, that the preſent, revenues were 
cient to maintain the digni 


V ſuffi- 
nity. of the crown, proyided he would 

with-hold his profuſion to foreigners, and. diſcharge the mer- 
cenary troops. that were become ſo burthenſome to the people. 
Albert, unmoved with theſe arguments, determined to have 
recourſe. to violence; and accordingly, ſeized upon one third 
of all the fiefs, eceleſiaſtical and civil, which: occaſioned a 
general murmur among the clergy and nobility . Such are 
the heavy charges with which the ede writers endearour 


to blacken the memory of king Albert. 


Tux unfortunate are always in the wrong ; — * clobt. and 
juſtice are but too apt to range themſelves on the fide of ſucceſs. 
However, from the hiſtory of Sweden, it evidently appears that 
this nation, for ſeveral hundred years before and after the reign 
of king Albert, never had a ſovereign with whom they were long 
ſatisfied; and it may be reaſonably preſumed, that during this pe- 
riod, their kings were not always in the wrong. If — anarchy 
of thoſe times be properly taken into conſideration, e ſhall be 
thoroughly able to account wa uy frequent reyolutions and 
broils in that miſerable The clergy and nobility 
had, by different uſurpations, en cipcolied ſo large a part of the 
prince's reyenue, that it was not really ſufficient for the exi- 
gencies of government. The public authority was almoſt in- 


tirely lodged in the ſenate; and the king was little better than 


the preſident of that body, The ſenate had been originally 


- inſtituted only as a council to adviſe the king; but by degrees 


they aſſumed a power to controul.him. The clergy were poſ- 
ſeſſed of the greateſt part of the lands in the whole kingdom; 

and moſt. of them were temporal lords, Their privileges, 
which had been extorted 6r uſurped, made a conſiderable dimi- 


nution in the revenue and authority of the prince. They ex- 


acted what conditions they pleaſed of their monarch, before 
they would crown him. They acted like ſo many independent 


princes, built fortreſſes, and kept garriſons i in them: ſometimes 
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5 they ſerupled not to take up n againſt their Wen 1 pe- 


cially hon they ſuſpected he had any defign/to reſume the We 


ties ard lands that belotiged to the crown. The nobility for- 
tified their caſtles, from whence they often made excurſions, 
to the terror and annoyance of their neighbours. They defend- 


ed their rights, and repelled i injuries, by force of atms. The 


ants were vaſſals' to the clergy and nobility ; and from a 
blind "obedience to their lords, were obſtinate aſſerters of a 
tyrannical authority. In a word, government had intirely loſt 
its executive power; the king had not a ſufficient force to pre- 
ſerve the public peace; and his rights had been uſurped at dif- 
ferent times, by the clergy and nobility, who formed an untract- 
able and licentious ariſtocracy. . Is it, therefore, to be won- 
dered, if many of their princes attempted to alter ſo wild a 


conſtitution, for the ſake of introducing a proper ſyſtem of 


order and government. Conſtitutions: and laws are made for the 


ſupport of civil ſociety ; they ought, therefore, to be new mo- 
delled, whenever they are ſubverſive of that end. But every at- 


tempt of this kind was reckoned an encroachment of power ; 


the monarch was ſaid to aim at deſpotiſm ; this occafioned a ge- 
neral revolt, and the kin gdom was perpetually involved in civil 
combuſtions. 

Ws do not, TY pretend to 3 uſtify every part of king Al- 
bert's conduct, or to affirm, that he committed no political miſ- 
takes during his long adminiſtration. Princes are more liable, 
perhaps, to err than private perſons, as it is impoſſible for them 
to ſee every thing themſelves, and they are generally ſurrounded 
by flatterers, whoſe intereſt it is to conceal the truth. And yet it 


is proper we ſhould hear what the adyocates of this prince have 
to alledge in his vindication. With regard to the preferring of 


foreigners, it muſt be acknowledged, that it never fails to give 


the. higheſt offence to a nation ; and, perhaps, king Albert 


carried the point a little-too far, fince he promoted his coufin, 


duke Rudolphus of Stargard, biſhop of Schwerin, to the * 


ſhoprick of 3 in Sweden; and granted ſome other prefer- 
ments to a few of his en, who \ were not, however, 
with 
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2 inferior poſts, itt id Well kndwom that till: viabiin i cheſei few 


r mer Bookdv. 
Vitheut- merit But ſtillʒ che moſt important -abilchondurible 
employments were donH.r ed uf the: SwHdes zonndteas $6. the 


centuries / it was the eſtabliſteu i cuſtomiin Sweden, to fill up 
the places of civil maꝑiſtrates with Germans, Wwho were re- 
gularly elected to thoſe offices. It would be. thereſone, moſt 
unjuſt in the Syedes,oto cenfure king bert far ya auſtom of 
their own! making Which obtained in all prabahilitn, lang 
'befbre hit Thigh ape enks: - obſerved even after: he: an de- 
ZL 4iogt o01atiinr}: bulge ann indus: ni, 
e Wir reſpect ao the tunes and dutias, ue. ſhould bnũ der the 
'' terms upon which the kingdom of g weden and Denman were at 
that time; and what jealouſies and animaſmies praviiletl between 
the two nations. King Albert had / made tvyo attamptꝭ to re- 
cover the province of Schanen from: the Danes; and though 
he did not ſucoeed, ſilk he demonſtrated his aal fun tha glory 
and proſperity of hiꝭ kingdom. Theie wars hadibeent attended 
with great expence, andi being unſucueſeſuh ene, of counſe, 
condemned by the people; Inu order to be:uper his guard 
againſt any ſurprize from the enemy, it Nas necefikry. fur him 
to maintain a eonſiderable body of troops, which could not be 
ſubſiſted without money, nor the latter taiſed withiuitutaxes. 
And it is well known by the generab;experience,cof all ſtates, 
that however great the neceſſity u c e bade _ 
ard always unacceptable to a nation. n ee 
lx the laſt place, eee 5 of. the.fief 
of the nobility. and: clergy, might, perhaps, ho juſtiſiadꝭ by the 
principles of equity; and in all probability, hen meddled only 
with an inconſiderable part, notwithſtanding; they made. ſo 
great a clamour and outery. For in former times of diſ- 
cord and confuſion, neither the nobility non clergy cun be 
ſuppoſed to have neglocted any opportunity of uſurping as 
much as they could of, the king demeſnes. This very 
ſtep. of re - uniting. was afterwarde practiſad under Guſta- 
vus Vaſa, and Gil ane e * 3 1 
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- and Charles IX. vet the Swedes did not think that this would | i 


their allegiance from their ſove- 
reign . But thꝭ times are altered ; - the ferocious Swedes of for- 
mer ages have been ſucceeded by a more mild and more rational 


juſtify: them in 


race, Who are apt to forgive the frailties of their princes, to 


judge impartially of the rectitude or injuſtice of their actions, 
ure re- heying: ee to arms for a redreſs of 


their The conduct of the whole nation, during 
the reign: of Charles XII. is a ſufficient proof of the truth of 


and his miniſters, yet the depoſition of that prince was produc- 


tie of = fituation-much leſs defrable, even of a. kind of anarchy. 
confuſion, which it was impoſſible to rectify, till the 
great | Guſtavus Vaſa reſcued the nation from a foreign yore, | 


and 


and reſtored the ancient ſplendor of the Swediſh monarchy * 
Bor to return to our narration: king Albert ha 


as hath been already obſerved, in order to prevail upon him to 
reſtore things to their former ſtate. Their repreſentations 


proces ineffectual, and finding themſelves too weak to oppoſe 


im by open force, the greater part of them ſent him word, 


this temark. Crantzius ſeems to ſpeak. — of king Al- 
bert's oonduct, during his adminiſtration in Sweden. How-. 
ever the Swedes were no gainers by the exchange; for though 
ſotne itregular ities might have been committed by king Albert 


ving . | 
proper to re · unite the third part of = civil and eccleſiaſtical 
fiefs to the crown, | the: nobility. made earneſt remonſtrances, 
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that they renounced their oath of allegiance, and withdrew to i 


1 for ſhelter and aſſiſtance from that monarch 11. 
f Ws ＋·— was then 
We have already ſeen how, upon the death of her fa- 
king Waldemar, ſhe had been intruſted with the admini- 


= 
ſtration of the kingdom, and the guardianſhip of her ſon Olaus: 
But this prince, the: laſt ſprig of the race of the Folkungians, 
who had ſat on the throne of Sweden upwards of three centu- 

ries, was ſnatched away in the flower of Hie-youth, after Rau- 


- . 


". 'Crantzive, Buse 4 i, 8 Buckbokz, Pack. 
+ Pontan, Puffendorff, Vertot, Buckholtz. * 
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governed by the celebrated queen Mar- 


Margaret 
ſucceeds to 
the-crown of 
Denmark. 


| 


venteentiu year of his age and his body: was jjnterred: in à pri- 


oy 


ren * 01 U TO * v Dhaka, 


:Rations, that he undd Frag Mosch ff the 
„died at Falſterbo in Schonen in che ſc. 


Dsnich trade, 


vate manner in the monaſtery of Sora “. 1 | 
prudent: adminiſtration of this-prineck.in, ſuch a manner, that 


ſhe: found: little ur no: difficulty! in ſuocerding to her fon. If 


on the anchand; cuſtom had not yet authoriſed the election of 
n female, on the other, the experience they: had of) her govern - 

ment left no romm to doubt of her cupacity. From this elec+ 
tion dhe nobility a confirmation of their 
and the clergy flattered them ſelves that now they ſhoult reign 
triamphant; underca female government. Thus Margatet was 
tlected by the ſtater and exchanged the quality of regent for 
that of 2 having already horne che ſume title as wife 
of king | The ſtates in their declaration, at the diet 


of election, Obterved, har they conferred-on this princeſs: the 


power of governing the kingdom of Denmark, . becaute; ſhe 
40s the . 
n becauſe they are latiafled with her mild adminiſtration. 

very remarkable as it contains in two words, — 


_ of ſucceſſion, which obtained at that periad .. 


Tut Norwegians followed the example af Denmark; the 
t nenen — WF) Agr 168 = by money, 
2 has M ii vo 
, Sora in in 4 dy "when his — is Rill to * ſceng with two Arcen in 
Latin berfe. As the queen concealed bis death for ſome days, through 
views, a popular report was Tpreall, that he had Tecreted . A 045 
to reign in his ſtend. This gave vit to che impoſturt df cht pretended Ons, Who 


ſet up far the crown fiftoen years aftet, and gained a great number of ſallowers among 
the vulgar. It is ſaid, that he was a foſtet · brother of Olaus, by which means be had learnt 


many particulars concerning that prince, Which ve few belides Wereacquainted with za 
eireumſtance that gave credit to the impoſture. But the qucen having get him into 


1 her power, convinced the world of the cheat, 3 —. large wart 


between his ſhoulders, and the impoſtor, none, 


WW 


alive- , This 
Wipolture ao, occalion bohel the] pious novel, a in "the ! Rae 
wider; whore it is feigned that this pride p from cult, umd pre- 

ferring the habit and auſterity. —— $0: tegel poiths and Maury, en- 


tered himſelf into their en in a 8 n wheres Anand dieda ſaint, by 
the 2 He nrx 
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ala med Mitre of che 1. eee Vans er 
ſubngch z 0 chat! Even Hat the nat on Den dthetwild difpoſed, 
ng her pôinte The ſenate 


Me Sud haräly have falled of curry 
Steläred in the name of — — they conferred on 
this-pthiceſs' the per of governing the kingdom during her 
life, With all the authority which thelaws had hitherts granted 
to the king of Norway; and that, after her: deceafe;: the 
etowiu ſhould paſs in conſequence» of the order of ſudceſſion 
eſtabliſed by thoſe very laws, to her young nephew; prince 
Eric; ſon of Wratiſlaus, duke of Pomerania, and of Mary of 


Merklenburg daughter of Ingeburga, eldeſt ſiſter to queen 
Margaret, uu being the nent male hair to: that queen; after 


the enαuſtom of duke Albert. This: ſettlement was owing 
to the cu averſion which that implacable princeſs 
boten to the illuſtrious houſe of Mecklenburg. She inveigh- 
ed muſt bitter againſt king Albert, hom ſhe charged with 
aſurping che crows: of Sweden, in prejudice to her fathers 
_ indawy and to Her chuſband, and with aſſiſting his brother, 


mark. She, therefore, uſed. all her intereſt with the ſtates 
of Denmarlt and Norway, to enclude the princes of Mecklen- 
burg from the ſucceſſion; for having borne arms againſt thoſe 
kingdoms; and t ſettle both crowns on her grand- nephew, 
prince Erie. What is very temarkable in this ſame deed. of 
lettletment, the Norwegiane. aſſert, „ that the queen would 
n hade been glad, if her nephew, .duke Albert, — boen no- 


„ minated her ſueceſſor.“ But this was only à pretence of that 
for duke Albert died three months before this 


event, having been cut off by the plague in 1987, as hath been 


artful p 


already obſerved v, and the news had not yet reached Norway 


even if he had liped; there is no doubt but the election of | 


a king of 1 Denmark and Norway, would have proceeded in"the 


ſame manner, No wonder if king Albert was highly. offended 


at ſo unfair and partial a proceeding, by which the lineal ſuc- 
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duke Henry, to hartaſs and -diftreſs' the kingdom of Den» 


ceflien-was interrupted aig of a female N — — 
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— family were deptivediof ave the 
_ cromnetiofiDetunark: aN rw Hie queen, wh ]·] ex- 
ceeding jealous of or authority ud not hevercartd ito ſhare 
it with: a prince) capablle of governing. whatever: ſhe might 
atfirmcto thereontrary;; candtheidecliration-of the Norweglans 
CE --  » only(proves/ithad fic wasn u. Rranger:26 the art of Aiſnmula : 
dun, ncergt iht Hamer titus UI was) underhand, profiting! the 
dAlection of young Brieoß Pomerania for her ſuccgſſor. This choice 
anſwered the views both of the Norwegians, andof the queen. The 
former could not, without reluctance, ſubmit to be command 
ed by a woman; therefore they chaſe. to have a grince;to! inhe- 
rit the? throne, WhO, during the time of his minority, ho 
ſull enjoy the title of king. Befides, they had the. ſatis faction 
of complying: with the order of ſucceſſion, that had heen ęſta- 
liſhed among. them, tim immemotial. The queen on the 
other hand, too jealous of het authority to ſhare it with a huſ- 
band, was highly pleaſed to have an infant of five years, of age 
appointed her ſucceſſor, which gare her full ſeiſure tongratify 
her ambition, and a; fair n of holding the young 
prince in along dependences Lily ind tn gn ons: 
— whore this s critical junctuxe held the 
reins of government in Notway and Denmatk. When we com- 
pare her conduct to that of her rival, King Albert, we chall 
find that the great revolution which | happened ſoon after in 
Sweden, is not intirely to be attributed to fortune. The whole 
tenor of her adminiſtration, bows; her ta hays been a perfect 
miſtreſs of that great principle of government, che art of. difi- 
mulation, and to have been endowed with a capacity for con- 
ducting the greateſt defigns, muck ſuperior. to her ſex. She 
eyer acted up to her character and dignity, and ſeems to have 
been ſwayed by no other loue but that of glory, by no other 
paſſion but chat of comman ee, and be che 
boundaries of her empire... .. Greece 
The Swedim Tur Swediſn n ſor protection to queen 
r Margaret, Who rejoiced in ſecret at their are e and had en- 


1 eee, nau, Pubcader'y Male, naa. We. Gln. 
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ddavaured * — nei af tlibnation' She | 


now-urelied the-Swedilh lords; expreſing! ati the (fame time, 
choſhighzfb ſonfbility of che grierances complaitied' of; zund an 
futpriae that a; brave and gallant peuple ſhould have 
ſo-long ſtobped to the indignities which -they: ſuffered from the 
inſolemt Germmns, But with regard? to the fucoours they ex- 
j14ko (poke with ſome indifference, hiflting- that the 
was not inchined to inter fere in their 
n theit account; in 4 war the event 6f which might prove 


found echemſelves in a — — 
rendùnee the aid for whieh they had 
to Pufchaſe it at her” dn price. Hence they remained, for 
ſodine dime in a ſtate of ſuſpence and irreſolution, when the 
queen pulled off the maſſe; and openly declared, that ſince 
he expoſed” her own' crown' to the iſſue of a doubtful war, 
A itvas but juſk the (Mole: have the proſpect of an additional 
kingdom.“ In ſhort, The: not only infiſted upon their pro- 
miſe of eleQing her to the throne, iv of rendering the crown 
permanent in her family; a condition Which, Hard as it was, 
hel Swedim lords; from their hatred and apprehenſion of king 
Albert, wete” obliged to accept!” They imagined; However, 
from the experierice of what had palſed' i, in Denmark and Nor- 
way, that ſhe" would be fatisfied with almoſt the bare title of 
queen of Sweden; and ſhould” ſfle endeavour to exceed the 
Umits öf her prerogative; tlie ſtates and ſenate of Denmark and 
Siedeh Would be able to put a ſtop to her encroachments.” It 
was, therefore, agreed by a public ante, that the Swediſh 
nobility, and their adherents,” ſhould riſe up in arms, depoſe 
king Albert, acknowledge Margaret queen” of Sweden, 
110 deliver up all the fortreſſes and ſtron bg holds in, 
their hands" intb her poffeſſion. On her fide; the” promiſed” to 


maintain the liberties and privileges of the ae of tlie 


Conduct of 
that princeſa. 


quatrel; and to engage; = 
ve to her own dominions. Thus the Swediſh> lords 


ro. Hor — 
applied t that princeſs, or 


Kkingdotn; and to ſend a eonſiderable body of troopꝭ to ſupport 


her Flection. This act was agreed to on Palm Sunday, and the 
_marthal, Eric Kettilſon, . in the e. ſenate of 


IU, dyegh Sweden, 


Remarks on 


the conduct 


of the Swe - 
diſh nobles. 


himſelf by path to govertyaccording to law, but there does not 
appear to have been any law to authorize his depoſition. The 


made no ſcruple to dethrone ſome of thtit princes; but this 


„ 20 neee | 
troaty, appeared. n+ ale again che king} aud ſent 
t declare that they reheuncet the 4 | 
to him; At the ſame time tliey proclaimed Margaret, e of 
Senden! and after they had received the Daniſſi ſuccours, 5 
maschetl withtheis joint forces towards Obthland ? 
Tun Ariſtootatical pirtt'which in that age prevail | Athen 
the Swedes; was never mort than in the behavio 
of their nobility! upon this oc, |. Thoſe of the lower daſs, 
ho groaned in a ſtate of vailalage; were. ſtrongly attached to 
the king; on account of his great benevolence of diſpoſition, 
and conſidered him as their only ſupport againſt. the encroach- 
ments of a tyrannical and oppreſſi ve nobility: yer this attach- 
menti was of little ſervice to the moharch; nor: did the com- 
mons once offer to riſe in his fayour,' when the hobles had 
taken up arms. and with an unparalleled inſolence ſent a herald 
to their prince, to declare they would go longet acknowledge 
him as their ſovereign. Albert had not Ta upon! him the 
government: of Sweden, upon condition of fotfeiting the regal 
authority in caſe of 'mal-adminiſtration : the power of the no- 
bles was ſo exorbitant, that if they acted uniformly,” and with 
ſpirit, they were always able to obtaih 3 redreſs if pricvaicts, 
without proceeding to that extremity, The Klug had bound 


example of 2 few reigns -proyes, indeed, that the Swedes had 


was where thoſe princes Happened to be charged With acts of 
the moſt flagrant tyranny, But it is likely, that many of their 
actions were malevolently miſinterpreted by thoſe” turbulent | 


nobles and inſplent prelates, whom no king nor government 


| could ſatisfy.” Even Ader ue Magnus gmeck, though 
ſo much deteſted and derried by the gwedes , wat beloved and 


whe. 


adored by the Norwegians, 


gave him the title of Magnus 


thy Goode The caſe was the ſame with regard to king Albert, 


- bees, Mile, nungen. Pufen dort 3 
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who, poflefied. N his ſubje@s of Mecklenburg. k it 
my 73 oe that ,/ princes ſo good; and humane in one 
Id be; tyrants in, another}. The Bwedih« nobles, 

Tore In If haughty, and intractable, were not diſpoſed 
to new the leaſt indulgence. to the fame; weaknedſes in their 
princes, who were men like themſelves; but agon dhe leaſt | 
atention. or diſpute, they threatened:to withdra their Ale 
bande It 26 not conſiſtent with my plan, nor is it the pro- 
vince of an hiſtorian, Who does not pretend to invade that of 
the politician, to enter into a diſquiſitien concerning the equity 
and reaſonableneſs of the depoſition of ſovereigns. Enquiries 
of, ſo. delicate a nature are more pruduntly ſecreted: from the 
public eye, and bould be carefully locked up with thoſe ſprings 
of policy, or thoſe arcana of government, to which: even ſtateſ- 
men of the firſt order ſeldom have recourſe, but in caſes: 1 
extreme beg nh when the ſupreme, law, the ſalus 
is in danger. I ſhall only obſerve, from able writers, — 
when, A, prince has been guilty, of abuſes. againſt gorern- 
ment, his ſubjects ſhould. try every expedient for procur- 
ing redreſs, before they think of ſhaking off their obediente. 
Abd even if it ſhould be found. neceiiary to take. up arms, may 
not a force capable of expelling or dethroning a 
be equally capable of keeping him within the bounds of 
his legal prerogative ? But the Swediſh nobles, intoxicated 
with | pride and licentiouſne(, renounced. all allegiance to 2 
prinve, whoſe figoal virtues adorned. their throne, without 
malcing any attempt to circumſcribe his power. Theſe preci- 
pitate reſolutions contributed, indeed, to ſtrengthen — Ari- 
ſtocratical faction, but, by degrees, weakened the kingdom, 
and, at laſt, threw it into a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion. 
Nothing can be more juſt than the eee of Tacitus upon 
this ſabhect“, * thatthe people ſhould bear with the Heeoand 
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5 « Quomodo Ntexilitaters aut nimios imbres, & cetera natüræ mala, ita luxum, | 
* vel avaritiam daminantium tolerate.” Hiſt. 4. By which the political hiſtorian 
means tmly, that the had life of a prince can be no juſt cauſe of refiſtance ;, but the 
nn. be euended ta W or a prince how r 10 enſlave his people, 
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King Albert 
prepares for 


War. 
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* Aefechs ef iheit princes, a8 they bear with. gain tempeſt; 


and other natural evils 3 and that frequent changes are dan- 
*f,gerous, to a ſtata.·¶ But it is time now. to reſume the thread 


of our hiſtor y. U Naa een A 
EIN Albert on apprized of the/; motions of is b enemies, 

and finding he could no longer: depend on the Swediſh army, 
began to look out for foreign ſuccours. He had ſtill, however, 
a party in Sweden, e eſpecially among the commonalty, to whom 
he was always very gracious ; and he had, alſo, ſome allies. in 


Germany: His couſin John, duke of Stargard; Albert, count 


of Holſtein, brother of the duke of Slefwick 3 and Gunther, 
count of Ruppin, brought him a le reinforeement; 
not for the number of troops, but for their excellent diſcipline, 
in which the Germans; at that time, ſurpaſſed all other nations. 
He likewiſe received ſome ſuccours from the Hanſe towns, 
which were apprehenſive of the queen's power, and would have 
been glad to prevent the progreiſs of het arms. Theſe being 


Germans might, perhaps, prove diſguſtful to the Swedes, 4 
as it was not fafe for him, in the preſent criſis, to truſt the lat- 


on ter, he could not be blamed for employing foreigners in his ſer- 
| viee. . To defray the — 


of this atmament, among other 
expedients, he mortgaged the iſle of Gothland to the knights 


of the Teutonic order, for the ſum of twenty thouſand nobles. 


And here we may obſerve by the way, that had he been ſo ra- 
pacious and oppreſſive, as the Swediſh vrriters pretend, he 


would ſcarce have had occaſion to make uſe of this laſt ſhift for 


raiſing money. Might not he have obliged the 8 wedes to ad- 


vance what ſums he wanted, as ſoon as he found himſelf ſup- 
ported by a foreign army? Though this mortgage was an act of 


neceſſity, yet he has been ſeverely cenſured for it, when it was 
only what every prince would do under the like circumſtances, 
to relinquiſh a part in order to preſerve the whole: beſides, it 
is obſerved by ſome hiſtorians, that he had an abſolute right to 


mortgage that iſland, becauſe it had been taken by the troops of 
; Mecklenburg, and at his own expence; ſo that, ſtrictly ſpeak- 


ing, it did not t belong to cb and, therefore, eee not 
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1 
be 


15 thus wfembled/ a confiderable army, nnd put ibe forti- 
fentions es gedd Condition, He took the fed with the great- 
eſt. alacrity, reſolving to 0 5 his enemies, who, as we before 


obſerved; had marched 6 Weſt⸗Gethland. Bat) Erfbofiall, — 


he bequeathed his dominions by will, in caſe of any misfortune, - 
to His ſon Eric; and ſhould this printe happen to die without 
iſſue, "to his coufin John; duke of Stargard. 


- Turns: were the diſpoſitions king Albert made; in ſupport Miſcondua 


E his right to a crown, of which he had been upwards of og Al- 
twenty ⸗chree years in poſſeſſion. But though he was not at all 
deficient in the neceſſary preparations for the field, yet it 
mult be acknowledged, that he committed many miſtakes 
in the cabinet; And, in the firſt place, he ſhould have 
bad a ſtricter eye over his ſubjects, ſo as to watch the correſ- 
pondence of the malecontents, and their many excurſions into 
Denmark. By ſueh means he would have diſcovered their 
deſigns, ſtifled the Wülpetnen in its infancy, and prevented a 
long! train of diſaſters-. R ſovereign : who. is become obnox - 
ious to his ſubjects, has no greater danger to apprehend, than 
the intrigues of neigh g princes. It is recorded of the 
emperor Tiberius, that he did more miſchief to Artabanus, 
by fomenting the ſeditious diſpoſition of his ſubjects, than he 
could poſſibly have done by open hoſtilities. A prince who 
intends to eſtabliſh his authority at home, ought, above all 
things, to avoid going to war with his neighbours. King 
Albert ſhould have endeavoured, therefore, to live in amity 
with Denmark; or elſe he ſhould have entered into ſuch 
powerful alliances, as might have been a check to queen 
Margaret, till he had gained his point in new modelling 
his own Kingdom, and gradually reconciling his ſubjects to 
the meaſures of his government. But his alliances were 
only; with petty princes in Germany, Who were unable to 
ſupport» him. Margaret might, without any Wen 
yoke i Albert, by ue on Mal YO N title of 
M nn l 1 . l 3310 
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Vor. II. „ Te . queen 


iþ Rave betrayed-by this act, the iotereſts of that crown. 55 "3s = 
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been of Sweden, which the” derived from king Haquin her 
huſbahd: but. we do not a pprehend it was altogether ſo politic 
in king Albert to A the titles of king of Denmark and 
Norway e. It is true, as the had already beet at enmity with 
this prince, and in order to create. him uneaſineſs, had formed 
pfretenſions to Sweden, before ſhe was queen of Denmark; it. 
Was natural for him to ſet up his father's claim to that .crown, 
which was certainly well founded, in oppoſition to het preten- 
\ Hons to Sweden. But then he ſhould- have ſecured the affec- 
tions of his ſubjects, and conſequently the poſſeſſion · of his own 
kin gdom, before he plumed himſelf with the title of that of his 
enemies. Ile ſhould have endeavoured to diſtinguiſſi himſelf 
by ſome popular act, in order to conciliate the benevblence 
of the public, and to remove every prejudice. Particularly, 


he ought. to have made it his ſtudy to recover the good will of 


the clergy, whom he had offended by the laws of mortmain, 
which they conſidered as an abridgment of their privileges. The 
hiſtories of that age being generally written by ecclefiaſtics, are apt 
toextol theadminiftration of pri who were benefactors to their 
body, and to repreſent them as the beſt of men, though cruentos 
fanguine fraterno. But King Albert is highly cenſured for having 
been ſo greatly elated by the number and goodneſs of his troops, 
as to think himſelf in a fair way of making a complete con- 
queſt: of Denmark. From his confidence of facceſs, he 
fore he would: not take off his helmet, nor put on his night- 
eap, till he had triumphed over Margaret; a ridiculous oath, 
which adds nothing to the glory. of a victory, but greatly heigh- 
tens the i of a defeat. It is certain, that this prince was 


abet too  anguine i in all un men, he was l 


1 1 jo likewiſe pete N ry an aft of . cred: 


three crowns in his arms, as if he ſet up for ſovereign of the, three northern kingdoms. | 
This appears from his ſeals in the archives, and from the carving til] extant in: 
the pulpit of the royal chapel at Gadebuſch. But this was nothing new; for it is cer- 
tai, that king Eric; ſtiled the Saint, in the twelfth century, and Magnus Birger, in 
ene NNE Wr Ne Seo Loccenius, + | 
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was agteeable to the rudeneſs of the times, which fell very. 


- 
* 


every thi 1g. by main. -force, whereas in , civil "OR lenient, . 


7 medfufes ate often more effectual. He i is alſo ſaid to have made 


uſe of coarſe and indecent: raillery, with regard: to that, princeſs, 
calling! her the hand- maid of monks and prieſts, by way of re- 


Sroach for her attachment to the elergy, and particularly to 
Re abbot of Sora, her confeſſor. It is likewiſe reported, that 


ne often called her the queen without breeches, and was ſo 
ü indelicate as to ſend her a 3 3 Rt to ſharpen her ſciſſars and 


needles ;, or, as others pretend, to give a new edge to the 
ſwords and ances of the Daniſh army. If theſe accuſations be 
true, all that can be ſaid in his excuſe 1 is, that his behaviour 


ſhort ,of our modern refinements in politeneſs, And yet we 
cannot help ſuſpecting that the Daniſh writers, as well as the 


| e amongſt the Swedes, have advanced many things 


to prejudice the memory of this prince, that are deſtitute of 
e ih When once a ſovereign has loſt the affections of the 
people, it is eaſy to make them ſwallow every idle tale con- 
cerning him, let it be ever ſo abſurd. Thus from the hatred 
of the Romans to Tiberius, things altogether fabulous and 
extravagant were believed of that Prince *. The whetſtone 


Which hung up by an iron chain in the church of Roſchild, 


till it was removed from thence by king Charles Guſtavus to 
Upfſal in Sweden, 1s ſaid to have been the very ſame that king 


Albert ſent, out of deriſion, to queen Margaret ; but it appears 


to have been ſo. monſtrouſly large, that it ĩs ſcarce credible it 
could ever have been the preſent of that unfortunate king, and 


the whole ſtory muſt have been a Daniſh trick, contrived on 


purpoſe to: ridicule his memory +. 


But whatever might have been the miſcondat of king Als Battle of 
bert in the cabinet, he was far from being deſtitute of abilities Falkoping: 


requiſite to diſtinguiſh him in the field. His courage and in- 


trepidity were wth to thoſe: of the moſt celebrated com- 


manders, . though, perhaps, not tempered with that coolneſs in 


* Quamvis fabuloſa & immania credebiincar. Tacit. ann. * 
1 + _ Mallet, Franck, Buckholtz. 


Te 2 . action, 
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3 95 td BY en which conſtitutes the able genera. 2 bad made great 

VVV preparations for his defence; beſitles tlie Swediſh: Army, on 

| 33 which, indeed he had not much reafon to rely; he had re- 

| ceived ſuccours, as we have already obſerved, from his brother, 
| duke Henry, and other German'princes in his alliance.” The 

| | queen, on the other hand, was not backward in her prepara- 
= | 2 tions; and beſides her on forces, ſhie was ſure of a conſi- 
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derable party in Sweden. The king, having reviewed his 
troops, immediately ordered them to march, and they ſoon 
appeared in ſight of the enemy, who were encamped in a great 
plain near Falkoping, in Weſt-Gothland. It is affirmed 
by ſome that, petit to come to à decifive engagement, 
e he ſent word to queen Margaret, that he would give her 
; battle on a particular day. The queen had "conferred the 
| command of her forces on TvarLycke, or Luck, lord of Echolm, 
an experienced general; next to whom in authority were Henry 
Parow and Victor Norby, two very gallant officers. © The king 
of Sweden's army was. commanded by himſelf in perfon, who 
had under him the duke of Stargard, with the counts of Hol- 
ſtein and Ruppin. The Daniſh army was entrenched behind 
a deep moraſs, where it could not be attacked but to 2 great 
diſadvantage. But this was no diſcouragement to king Albert; 
he imputed that wiſe precaution to cowardice,” unmindful of 
BEL the maxim of a great captain , that even when almoſt ſure 
of victory, a general ought to take every advantage of his enemy. 
The king, it is ſaid, was adviſed. by a veteran officer not to 
hazard an engagement, but endeavour to harrafs the foe by 
marches and counter-marches : in confequence of ſuch a ſtep, 
the Danes would be diſtreſſed i in an enemy s country for want of 
forage and proviſions ; and, as the winter was app ptoaching, 
great numbers of them would be deſtroyed by the ſeverity 
of the weather. But his wWarlike ardour Hurried him on 
With ſuch impetuoſity, that he was deaf to alk counſel; 
| and his own tn prudence proved the ſouret of n diſgrace. His 
1 5 ; | n „ Pompey. n 1 =Y 5 ee ; 
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impatience, would not permit · him to pitch upbn a proper 
for the field of battle; the Yeep moraſs before 


in dadeavouring to remedy this ineonveniency at the begin- 
_ ning al the Neger r 'his 1 18 were ee into diſ- 
order 23 4 11 
Tur two armics aki TER up in bare b *, Albert de 
along the ranks, to obſerve the countenances of his men, and 
then addreſſed himſelf to them in words bo this e „ £941 


74 inn 


"i «© Fzrtow SOLDIERS AND, COUNTRYMEN, = 
« Tun long expected day is come, on which the fate 94 a 


&. great kingdom, and the cauſe of an injured monarch, are 


tt at once to be decided by the valour of your arms. The ene- 


« mies of my crown and glory, have preſumed. to traduce and 


, blacken my moſt innocent actions, and to lay to my charge 
e a deſign to ſubvert the liberties of this realm. There is not 
« an event of my life that does not loudly refute this calumny, 
«, and vindicate me from. ſo; odious an imputation. Have not 
« I frequently expoſed my perſon: in the defence of theſe very 
« liberties, and during the whole courſe of my reign, ſteadily 
« adhered to the ſyſtem of reſcuing Sweden from domeſtic and 
foreign oppreſſion ?. Is it not owing to my vigorous ſtruggles, 
60 and to the blood and treaſure of my family, that this king- 
dom has been enabled to raiſe its head, when almoſt ſinking 
« under the weight of tyranny, and under hourly apprehen- 
« fions of being enſlaved by its ancient and hereditary enemy? 
« F was.called to the government of this realm by the ſuffrages 
<« of a free people; I thought myſelf honoured by their choice; 
t and have carefully, ſtudied, during a long adminiſtration of. 
« three-and-twenty years, to prove myſelf worthy of it. I have 


« conſtantly conſulted their happineſs, and endeavgured to ſe- 


% cure, upon the moſt ſolid foundations, that liberty which 
YU 972 have now ſo ungenerouſly abuſed; I am not inſenſible 


« of the glory and happineſs of reigning in the hearts of a free 


4 ©, Ou. Nanow's da, he mem -ficlt of September, r 
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dien prevented hini from drawing out his tight wing; and 
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„ people; this is true greatnck,, 10 n and not 
<<. of flaves. But the rebellious part of my ſubjects have, un- 


Ks der pretext of ſecuting theit liberties,” plunged into the moſt 


A abject ſlavery they have thrown off their allegiance to their 


© lawful; foyereigns and ſubmitted themſelves. to a power, 


* 
"3 


<< whoſe perpetual aim muſt. be to conquer 'and enſlave this 
ancient kingdom. They have called in their natural enemies 
<. to their aſſiſtance, as if the bleſſings of liberty could be ex- 


* peed from the votaries of tyranny, from the ſworn, focs o 


the freedom and happineſs of this nation. They have ap- 
<< plied for aid to a woman, whoſe ambition is as boundleſs as 
< her pride; whom no power, no. poſſeſſion, or extent of ter- 


_ © ritory, can ſatisfy; a woman, who after depriving the prin- 


dees, my kinſmen, of their juſt claim to one crown, has long 


e been practiſing inſidious arts, and now has recourſe to open 


% violence, to ſtrip me of another. But your valour and ſin- 
<< cere attachment inſpire me with a juſt confidence, that we 
<< ſhall be able to baffle and confound all her wicked attempts. 
« For my part, I am determined to aſſert my juſt rights, and 
% to repel the unjuſt attacks of my enemies; in a word, to 


conquer, or die. Do you, my brave Swedes,” ſhew an 
«© equalreſolution in ſupporting your injured: king; do you, my 


« faithful allies, exert the ſame: ſpirit and vigour: in affiſting 
« your friend, your countryman. Our courage is, I flatter 
„% myſelf, as undaunted as our cauſe is juſt; our forces are, 
0 at leaſt, equal to thoſe of the enemy; can men, animated 
« by ſuch powerful conſiderations, be a moment douhtful of 
« ſucceſs, in triumphing over the 1 and nion of an 
& inſolent woman! 2 W 

Fus harangue was received with, an Galeere noclama- 


4 and the fignal of battle- being given, ' the. whole army 


was inſtantly in motion. The king, regardleſs of danger, 
advanced towards the moraſs, at the head of the right wing, 
and was followed by the German auxiliaries; but the 
Swedes, either through treachery or cowardice, did not pro- 


perly 9 An Several of en Sheik openly to the 


enemy 


* ; . 
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enemy, 110 among dhe reſt. Gerard \Snakenburg, wha = 7 
had knighted before the battle. © So true it is, that when once 
_ a prince has loſt the affections of his ſubjects, an ties, however 
| facred, are diſregarded. And now the action becoming gene- 
fal, the adverſe hoſts fou ght hand to hand. The battle was bloody, 
and long diſputed: ay fate of a great kingdom depending up- 
on the Tent both ſides W with that perſeverance and 
courage, which the hopes of ſo noble a prize are apt to inſpire. | 8 
But Margaret's s good fortune prevailed. . The king, though  _ Ny L 
betrayed, by the. Swediſh troops, continued to fight at the — 
bead 5 his auxiliaries with the utmoſt intrepidity. HFle had * 
taken two. ſtandards of the enemy, and was carrying all be- 
fore. him, when the German cayalry plunged into the 
moraſs, where they were ſo embarafſed, as to find it impoſſible 
to extricate themſelyes. The reſt of the army, not being ſup- 


ported by the cayalry, were thrown into diſorder; in conſe- King Albert 
quence of Which, the Danes obtained a complete victory. 15 1 
What rendered it more deciſive, was the misfortune. of king priſoner. 

Albert and his ſon Eric, who were both taken priſoners, to- 
gether with the flower of the German nobility. Among theſe FT 
were, the counts. of Holſtein and Ru ppin, and [Rudctph, biſhop _ | 
of Scara, who, being fired with latte at the treachery of 5 e 

the Swedes, ſtuck cloſe to- the gallant. king, and performed | 

prodigies of valour. The duke of Mecklenburg-Stargird, the 
king': 8 couſin, made his eſcape. with the remains of the diſcom- | 
fited army, and got ſafe to Stockholm. 

. WuXIXV the fate of this memorable day was: depending, 

queen Margaret had taken up her quarters at the caitte of: Wer- 
dinburg, not far* from the field of battle. There, in anxious 
ſuſpence, ſhe awaited the deciſion of this important conteſt. 

How great her joy was at the news of the victory, and eſpe- 

cially at the circumſtance of the king's captivity, may more 
eaſily be imagined than expreſſed. As the Danes were con- 
ducting the king through the field of battle, ſtrewed with dead 
bodies, he was ſtruck with the melancholy ſpectacle; and re- 


| colleing want: the veteran faid to him before the . 
| he 


% 


7 nn 1 10 1 0 TY Wes lv. 
he could not help pronouncing theſe words with a deep figh : 
% O0 old man! old man! would. to God I had followed thy 
4% advice.” This ſeems to be the only occaſion on which he 
expreſſed any concern for his defeat; his conduct was, in other 
reſpeQs, full of dignity, and by no means ahject or mean 
ſpirited. Fortitude-is ever. becoming a prince, let his ſtate be 
what it will; and, if he has loſt his dominions; it is ſtill a 
greater diſgrace to loſe his courage, the only thing, as the po- 
litical hiſtorian * wiſely obſerves, that can enable kim to 
maintain his rank, in ſpite of the injuries of fortune. 5 | 
to return to queen Margaret: from Werdinburg ſhe p 
ceeded directly to Bahus, on the frontiers of the three 2 
doms, and gave orders that the priſoners ſhould follow her. 
The king, at firſt, was conducted to the caſtle of Callindburg +, 
and from thence” to Bahus, where the hapleſs monarch * Was 
brought before that very princeſs, whom, in the height of his | pro- 
| ſperity, he is ſaid to have fo imprudently inſulted, The queen's 
_  -revenge Was indelicate; in the impotence of her rage, ſhe pre- 
ſented him with a very large night cap, to remind him of his 
dath; and begged he would ſtand godfather to the children, 
hom he We. her of having by the abbot of Sora. If the 
fact be true, it is a ſtriking picture of the rudeneſs of the age, 
and of the impotence of the human mind, upon any great and 
ſudden torrent of felicity. | From Bahus, the king and his fon 
were removed to Laholm in eee here BY. 1 4 
| og years in en SPE Ft; 


„ Tacit. Hiſt. 4. i 1.216 
+ In revenge for the affront, "is otic wh agel en 1659 
3 Tn Haste, ran n n, Beehr. 
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malen en the defeat of this Albert.” Conn, of the ciuil 


war in Sweden. | The Vitalian pirates. Treaty of Labolm. King 


| Albert and bit for are ſet at liberty. B 


1397.  Thedadies of Mecklenburg pawn their jewels to pay ting 


0 Albert“, ramſom. Narrel between queen Margaret and tbe Teu- 
toni knights. King Albert, upon the death of bis ſan, reſigns . 

the orown- of Sweden. The emperor Wenceflaus depoſed. Mo- 
nap burnt for bench. Dent: of . Nene Ded ihe 
9 allen. Wat | | 


\H E von, or 'x important. ts, 2 che 
- downfal of mighty princes, never fail to impreſs the 
mind with a pleaſing melancholy : the natural malignity of 


mankind makes them view, with a ſecret ſatisfaction, the 


diſtreſſes and fatal cataſtrophes, to which thoſe whom fortune 
has raifed ſo high above the common ſphere, are equally liable 
with the reſt of their ſpecies. They behold the inceſſant fluctu- 
ations of property, power, and ſplendor, as a ſpectacle which, 
bringing dovyn the great to their level, affords them a tempo- 
rary conſolation; and, in ſome meaſure, reconciles them to 
their comparative meanneſs. On the other hand, theſe revo- 
lutions are an inſtructive leſſon to prinees; a leſſon which 
teaches them not to be elated by the ſmiles of fortune, or in- 
e ee but to behave with moderation, and to 
reſpect the liberties and rights of the reſt of mankind, Who are, 
naturally; upon an equality with themſelves. - It teaches them 
to endeavour to conciliate the affections of their ſubjects, as the 
only means of rendering the tranquility of their government 
permanent, and ee bees. Ihe ſtabi- 
lity of (princely families, and the welfare of kingdoms, depend 
upon che good will of che people; princes, therefore, ſhould 


their ſubjects, by adhering, invariably, to the principles of 
f Vor. _— -U-u A Jjiuſtice 


always have this object in view, to endear themſelves to 


Reflections 
on the de- 
feat of king 
Albert. 
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8 juſtice and bumanity, by purſuing every meaſure thas may be 

. conducive: to their Happineſs; and by obſerving that golden 

maxim recommended by the emperor Galba to his adopted ſon 

Piſd, to behave in ſuch à manner to their ſubjects, as they 

would defire their ſovereign to behave to them, if they were 

themſelves in a private ſtatin. Thoſe who regulate their con- 

duct by different principles, are either eonſigned to oblivion, 

or their memories are een down with n et Gizrace 

to poſterity. ä if i. 7 12 

Turk is, however, an "onte-riking Piovidewwes: 1 80 for 

reaſons impenetrable to our finite underſtandings, baffles even 

the beſt concerted ſchemes of human prudence; and, in ſpight 

of all the efforts of policy, overthrows the grandeur of princes, 

and lays their proudeſt glories in the duſt. Of this we have 

a remarkable inſtance before us, in the unfortunate king Al- 

| . Peet This prince 's natural diſpoſition was generous, humane, 

We LIES and benevotent. He ſhewed himſelf a ſtrict obſerver of juſtice, 

| an enemy to tyranny and oppreſſion; and if, perhaps, he was 

miſtaken in ſome points of government, his intentions were 

; for he certainly had in view the happineſs and welfare 

of his people. Yet by his partiality to his countrymen, an in- 

firmity (if ſuch it can be called) almoſt inſeparable from hu- 

man nature, he loſt the affection of his Swediſh ſubjects; and 

then all his virtues, and the important ſervices he had done to 

the nation, were intirely forgot. Little did it avail him, that 

he headed a powerful army, which he endeavoured to animate 

2 his preſence and example; he ſaw himſelf baſely deſerted by 

his own troops in the field of battle; and by a ſudden and un- 

 expettel ane of mee OS n 45 ** e and 
A crown. 

Faw ee bad ever Mares pediadire of wo 9 * 
. Danes, as that which they obtained in the fields of F Pall 
koping. Their loſs Was inconſiderable, only eight officers. of 
note were flain, among whom Henry Parow died of his 

| | 1 wounds, greatly regretted. With regard to king Albert's army, 
„ dme Germans accuſed the Swedes of treachery and cowardice, 
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to ich chey imputed the defeat and i impriſonment of that 
unſbrtu hate prince. On the other hand, the Swedes retorted 
on the Germans, that they were the cauſe of the war, and of all 
the king's diſaſters. Such was the reverſe of fortune that befel 


3m 8 LT 4 


chis prince after he had reigned over the Swedes three-and- 
twenty years Many thought they could diſcover a ſtrong re- 


ſemblance between the fate of did Albert and that of his pre- 
deceſſor, Magnus. 


regard to his 


predeceſſor: Magnus was ſtripped of the crown 


by his on ſubjects, to make way for king Albert; and Albert 
was after wards det hroned to make room for queen Margaret: 


Albert gave battle to Magnus, and took him priſoner; the ſame 
fate befel himſelf afterwards, in the memorable engagement 
near Falkoping. It is moreover ſaid, that the battle was fought 
on the ſame day of the month on which Magnus had been de- 
feated ſo long before by king Albert. This gave occaſion to his 
enemies to conſider it as a judgment apainſt this prince, for 


ſiding with the Swedes apainſt their unfortunate monarch. But 
what criterion have we to know a judgment by, except the juſ- 


tice or iniquity of a cauſe ? And if Magnus, as the Swedes 
themſelves allow, was juſtly depoſed, why ſhould a judgment 
be inflicted on the prince ho depoſed him? To conclude the 
parallel, Magnus was confined | ſeven. years, and afterwards 
baniſhed to Norway; in like manner, Albert remained ſeven 


years in confinement, and was, at length, obliged to abdi- 
cate the kingdom, and return to his hereditary dominions. 
Tur victory of Falkoping had made Margaret miſtreſs of E 


all Sweden; except the city of Stockholm, the caſtle of Calmar, 
and a few other fortreſſes, which were ſtill held by the adherents - 
of king Albert. The inhabitants of Stockholm, ane half of 
whom were ſaid to be Germans, had a very great affection for 
that prince, and continued ſincerely attached to him during the 


whole time of his captivity. In this they only ſhewed their 
gratitude,' for the favours they had received from him during 


his whole rejgn:; and: a little before the late fatal overthrow, 
E | | Uuz | pg they 


Albert was raiſed to the throne of Sweden 
by the choice of the people; this had been alſo the caſe with - 


ey obtained from him a Full conmation of their priv 
leges. This circumſtance of their attachment to that — 
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tunate monarch, ſeems, in ſome meaſure, to ręfute the charge 


of the Swediſh and Daniſh writers againſt his memory, and to 


ſhew, as hath been already obſerved, that he was not oppoſed 


Civil war in 
Sweden. 


nobility 


vn chem to take a, mutual RY would. drop all animo- 


by the order of che burghers, or that of the/peaſants, but by the 
and elergy, whoſe ambitious and felf-intereſted views he 
had openly thwarted, However that may have been, the neigh- 
bouring ſtates being apprized of Margaret's ſucceſſes, formed a 
reſolution to reduce a power that had made ſo rapid a progrels,. 
and threatened to enſlavt the north ef Europe. The:princes of 


the houſe of Mecklenburg had a particular intereſt to revenge ſo 


near 2 relation, and to maintain the regal dignity in their family. 
The counts of Holſtein and ſeveral of the Hanſe towns, 


alarmed ai the eommon danger, eſpouſed the cauſe: of the un- 


fortunate monarch. So: 


- a combination, 


gave riſe to 


one of 2 ever men ods oy. of 


Sweden. 


222 ͤ afablidied its.chs tome af-Stwakbeic., 
had rendered is. a prey to all the horrors of inteſtine war. The 
German citizens, who-were faithful to king Albert, entertained 


a fufpicion, that the Swediſh burghers had conſpired to deliver 
up the town. to queen Margaret. This opinion became ſo pre- 
ualent, that the ſtreets were, in confequence of 'it, infeſted by 


gs of armed raffians, known by the name of the Hat-bre- 


 thren, from the peculiat faſhion of their hats. Under pretext 


of a ſaſpicion of treaſon, they inſulted the principal inhabitants 
of the town, and committed the-greateft outrages: At length, 


the Swediſh burghers took. up- arms, and a civil war muſt have 


enſued to the ruin of the common cauſe, if the magiſtrates 


and the governor of the citadel; had not interpoſed, prevailing 


fitles, and live on terms of But this aecommodation 
wasof no long continuasce. In Vn dd the magiftrates-exert 

| to preſerve order and tranquility... 'Fhe Hat- 
brethren, filled with confidence in their Arcngth, would liſten 
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do no advice, and ſubmit to no: 


their head, ſont for the chief-citizens, as upon buſineſs of im- 


ſuch Perus as were ſuſpected moſt ſtrongly of treaſon, and 
correſponding with the enemy. OF theſe, ſome were impri- 
ſoned in the tower, and others put to the torture, ſeveral of 
whom are Mid to have expired through extremity of pain. 
There could not be a ſight of greater horror than that which 


threatening deſtruction to each other a fierce enemy at their 


gates, and pale famine ſtaring them in the face; houſes con- 


authority. One night they 
aſſembled in the town-houſe, and the governor of the citadel at 
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Wben they came, a liſt was read over to them, of 


this unfortunate city exhibited ! citizens with drawn daggers, : 


ſamed by fire; robberies and violences of all forts committed 


with impunity even religion openly prophaned ; and- the 
churches polluted with murder and blood. Fheſe ſcenes were 
ſcarce ſurpaſſed by the ſanguinary Roman proferiptions, in 

which citizens ſlaughtered their brothers with their own hands, 
and the ſon was often ſeen to go reeking with his father's blood, 
to preſent his head to his barbarous hirer, and receive the re- 
ward of parrieide. The fame cruel tragedies. were: acted over 
in other towns and fortreſſes, garriſoned by German troops,. 
and took their riſe from the jealouſy and hatred, by which the 


two nations were hurried on to their mu tual deſtruction. The 
particulars of thofe eruelties are fo ſhocking, that i it is impoſſible 
to read them without the utmoſt horror. From the fortreſſes 


and ſtrong holds above-mentioned, king Albert's troops made 
frequent excurſions, which greatly haraſſed queen. Margaret's. 

army. A conſiderable number of peaſants aſſembled ma, e in 
the neighbourhood of Enkoping, in order to repel force by force ;. 
but for want of diſcipline, they were eaſily cut in pieces by the 
garriſon of Stockholm. Weftmania, Sudermania, and Upland, 
were the principal. ſeats of theſe ravages; and e eee, 
N and Meſteraas were reduced to aſliles. 
In the midſt of theſe diſtractions, the city of Stockholm v was 
hard prefled by the Daniſh army, but the German garriſon 
mail. f gallant a defence, as baffled every attempt of the be- 


Legers- 


The duke of 
Stargard 


raiſes the 
ſiege of 
Stockbolus.. 


n B 114176 TO. RY Bock v. 
ſiegers. They muſt haue ſurtendered home vntꝭ at length, for 


Want of proviſions, had not the duke of Mecklenburg- Stargard 


| arrived moſt. ſeaſonably tc o their relief, with a fleet of ſhipsifrom 


. x Roſtock. and Wiſmar . The fleet had g 


Origin of the 
Vitalian bre- 
thren, 


ſuffered by a 
ſtorm, ſame ſhips were loſt, and the duke himſelf, a bold intre- 


4 pid prince,, had narrowly, eſcaped. being ſhipwrecked. The zeal 


of thoſe two cities in raiding ſo generous a ſupply, is a manifeſt 
indication, that King Albert was greatly beloved by his German 
ſubjects; that his misfortunes had rather raiſed their pity, than 


cooled their affection; that they were determined to aſſert his 


declining cauſe, and to attempt, at all hazards, the recovery 


of his liberty. This noble and generous attachment is ſo much 


the more worthy of our praiſe, as even in private life, friend- 
ſhip and affection are generally guided by fortune, and quickly 

withdrawn from thoſe, who have been deſerted by. that blind 
goddeſs. By means of this armament, thoſe two Kalchful cities 
had the extraordinary ſatisfaction of reviving the ſpirits of the 
royaliſts, by raifing The fiege of Stockholm. . Their zeal did not 
top here; in order to diſtreſs the Danes and revolted Swedes, 


they publiſhed a proclamation, encouraging privateers of every 


nation to cruize againſt all veſſels belonging to the queen's 
ſubjects, and to bring them into their harbours. But great 
inconveniences aroſe from the licentiouſneſs of thoſe corſairs, 
eyen to the Hanſe towns themſelves, by whom they had been 
firſt encouraged ; for becoming habituated to plunder, they re- 
fuſed to deſiſt from that barbarous manner of life, even after the 
concluſion of the peace; and, in order to continue their lawleſs 
practices, they took poſſeſſion of the iſle of Gothland, From 
hence they committed the moſt horrid depredations and out- 
rages on all trading veſſels, friends as well as foes, and were 


The 6ities of Roſtock, however, and Wiſmar, did not 20 intirely — on this 
occaſion, for they had bonds of compenſation on king Albert's deliverance, given 
to them in 1391, by the nobility, and in 1392 by ab ene which way. 


be ſeen 1 in be. ors: Agent 
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long known in the Baltic by the name 6f the Vitalians®, or | 
Vitalian brethren f. en e | 
Fun duke of Stargard having 1 5 troops and e Further * 
tion, the complaints againſt the Swediſh inhabitants revived; Nee | 
and it was reported, that the tortured criminals had made im- gd. 
portant diſcoveries: '. This gave riſe to new ſeverities, which, 
perhaps, are exaggerated by the Swediſh hiſtorians, Certain it 
is, however, that the ſiege was raiſed upon the arrival of the 
duke of Stargard. This enterprizing prince having ſupplied 
the town with proviſions, began to ſcour the adjacent country, 
and ſpread terror and deſolation among the enemies of king Al- 
bert. From Stockholm he ſet ' fail again with his fleet, and 
making deſcents on' ſeveral parts of the coaſt, committed great | 
ravages. The ' peaſants were ſo enraged, that aſſembling in a 
tumul tuous manner, they ventured to attack him in the neigh- _ 1 
bourhood of Tilling, but having no officer of experience at 
their head, they were ſoon defeated and cut in pieces +. 
Wut the flames of civil war raged, with unremitting fury, 1394+ 
a in Sweden, the Hanſe towns, finding their trade greatly im- 
paired by the depredations of the Vitalian pirates, ſent a depu- 
tation to queen Margaret, propoſing terms of peace, and ear 
neſtly tequeſting that king Albert might be ſet at liberty. The 
deputies arrived at Helfingburg, where the queen then reſided: 
conferences were ſhortly to be held for concluding a peace, when 
A quarrel aroſe at a public inn, between the Danes and Germans 
belonging to the deputies retinue, which put an end to the nego- 
tiatiotr. One of the deputies was Gregory Swerting, burgomaſter 
'of Stralſund: this gentleman perceiving that the Germans were 
likely to be overpowered by the mob, repaired himſelf tothe palace 
to apply for aſſiſtance; but before he could get thither, a bar- 


barous Dane, without regarding the character of the b er 


* e "this name from the Latin word vital — becauſe. they . 
were, at firſt, defigned'to carry proviſions to the garriſon of Stockholm, which was 
then beſieged. Others pretend it comes from enge which, in the language of the 
country, ſignifies proviſions. * 
+: Crantz. Chemnitz, ne, Pulfendorf, Pontan Mallet Buckbol, Frapck. 
FF: 1a | 
the 
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| the 0 of nations, gave the venerable ſenator ſuch a wound in 
the head, that immediate death was the conſequence. This 


ſtruck ſuch a panic into the reſt, chat they inſtantly betook | 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
. 
' 
| 


themſelves to their ſhips, and ſet ſail for Germany. Famed | 
Tus year was rendered farther remarkable by a Gignal EX- 
ploit of the citizens of Roſtock ; an exploit which will immor- 
talize their memory, and may vie with the moſt renowned ac- 
tions of Greek or Roman ſtory. The city of Stockholm 
being hard preſſed by the Daniſh army, and in danger of ſur- 
rendering for want of proviſions, the magiſtrates of Roſtock 
ſent eight veſſels with ammunition and troops to relieve the 
garriſon. They ſet ſail juſt; at the beginning of winter; 
ſo that no ſooner had they feached the coaſt of Denmark, ſl 
the ſea being covered, over with ice, the ſhips became utterly 
incapable of motion. The Danes . perceiving their diſtreſs, 
poured down upon them in crouds, looking upon them as a ſure 
prey, which nothing could prevent from falling into their 
hands. But Hugo (a name worthy of being recorded on a mo- 
nument of braſs) who had been aue with the care of this 
convoy, and appointed commander in chief upon the occaſion, 
deviſed a ſtratagem, by which the enemy was intirely diſap- 
pointed. He gave orders for a ffumber of men to go aſhore in 
the night, (which it was eaſy for them to do, . ſea. being 
frozen over,) and to cut down timber in the neighbouring 
woods, by means of which he made a ſort of line of circumval- 
lation round his veffels. To ſtrengthen this fortification, he 
cauſed his men to throw a quantity of Water upon the timber, 
which being immediately congealed, rendered the rampart 
altogether inacceſſible. The Danes, however, flattering them- 
ſelves that they would not find it difficult. to ſurmount this ob- 
ſtacle, brought with them a number of military. machines i in 
order to demaliſh the icy bulwark. Hugo, perceiving their 
deſign, gave directions to his men to cut the ice in the night 
with their hatchets, all round the circumvallation. Early the 
next morning, the ſurface of the water was again covered with 
a thin coat of 1 ice, which prevented the en from diſeovering 
J me 


the WW em. ht pille advanced againſt hed with their 


Heavy 7 vhs known by the name of Catti, thinking to 
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batter down the wooden rampart with their pondetous feree. 


But this only haſtened their deſtruction, for the ice being thin 


and brittle, immediately ſunk under them, and both they and 


their machines were abſorbed by the ocean. This diſmal 
ſight, which would have excited compaſſion in any ſpectator 
but an enemy, was beheld with tranſport by the Roſtockers, 
who teſtified their joy by loud acclamations, By reiterating 
this operation, they baffled all the efforts and menaces of the 
Danes, till ſpring came on, which being followed by a thaw, 
they ſet ſail again, and Hugo had the good fortune to bring the 
ſhips and cargo ſafe into the harbour of Stockholm. The va- 
rious circumſtances of this exploit, were repreſented in a pic- 
ture in the church of the virgin Mary at Roſtock ; and though 
it is now almoſt defaced and worn away by time, the memory 
of ſo illuſtrious a deed, and of the hero who performed it, will 
never die; Dignum laude virum muſa vetat mori. 
Tux extraordinary zeal with which the city of Roſtock had 
eſpouſed the cauſe of king Albert, at the ſame time that it gave 
great offence to queen Margaret, put her upon contriving ſome 
means of being revenged, The beſt method, ſhe apprehended, 
would be to weaken its commerce, that great ſource of opu- 
lence, by which the corporations on the Baltic were able to 


_ contend with ſuch mighty powers. The inſtrument the 


made uſe of for her purpoſe, was the duke of Pomerania, 
whoſe ſon ſhe had adopted for her ſucceſſor. Having been in- 
formed that the duke had a very convenient ſpot for erecting a 
haven, on the coaſt of Pomerania, known by the name of Dares, 
ſhe adviſed him to build a town there for the accommodation of 
merch, ts, who might ſoon render it a conſiderable empo- 
rium. The duke, in compliance with her advice, cauſed the 
mouth of the harbour to be. cleanſed, and laid the founda- 
| tions of a new town, which he called Arenſhope, ſurround- 
ing it with walls and ditches. This proceeding gave great 
umbrage to the citizens of Roſtock, who apprehended their 
Vor. II. Ax com- 


1393. 
Quarrel be- 


tween the 
duke of Po- 
merania and 
the city of 
Roſtock. 


. 
| 
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vernment. She had already gained the good will of the clergy 


* 
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commerce would ſoon be undermined by ſuch an eſtabliſhment. 


in their neighbourhood, To prevent any ill conſequence, 
they. 1 deputies ta wait on the duke, requeſting. him. 


98 
7 


from an enterprize, which. they conſidered as an un- 
neighbourly act, and an encroachment upon their undoubted 

rights: The duke paid no regard to 4 34 repreſentations, 

thinking, with uſt — that he had a right to build and 
make what improvements he pleaſed on his own territory: up- 
on which the citizens of. Roſtock aſſembled a. ſtrong bedy of 
men, and marching againſt, the new; town, deſtroyed. the forti- 
fications, and filled up the harbour. _ This was an act of extra- 


ordinary violence, which, however, the jealouſy of commerce 


undertook to juſtify by the ſpecious pretence of ſelf-prefervation,, 
or, in other words, of ſelf-intereſt, The duke, though great- 


I incenſed at this behaviaur, was obliged 5 by _ ſome affairs of 


a, more preſſing nature, to Pncral his reſentment and died 


not long after *. 


In the mean time, queen Margaret. was. endeavouring to 
conciliate the affections of the Swedes, Who, as well as the 
Danes and Norwegians, were unaccuſtomed to a female g go- 
by her great liberality, and made uſe of their influence to 
weaken and counteract the power of the nobility, As ſhe had 
ſucceeded, even beyond expectation i in her attempt upon Sweden, 
ſhe began now to think of negotiating with her enemies, in 
order to create a diviſion among them, and, if poſſible, to ſe- 
cure the acquiſition of that kingdom, by a oli and laſting 
peace. She had already concluded a treaty, of neutrality with 
the duke of Sleſwick, and the counts of Holſtein, whoſe power 


was lately increaſed by the extinction of the branch. of * 


At length, ſhe ſucceeded ſo far in her negotiations, as to. pre- 
vail on the princes of Mecklenburg themſelves, and the cities 
of Roſtock and Wiſmar, to wiſh for the termination of a war, 


in which they exhauſted their ſtrength. to no purpoſe, without 


doing any ſervice to king Albert. A Peace, was ag dee de- 


7 Crantzius, Chemnitz, Latoms. 19 v2.) 1 
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fired by the inhabitants of the other Hanſe towns, who were 


_ confiderable ſufferers by the fury and barbarity of the Vitalians. 
After ſeveral conferences for this purpoſe at Falſterbode, and 


at Scanor, a congreſs was held at Laholm, where the king and 


his fon were confined. At this corigreſs, the queen herſelf 


is ſaid to have aſſiſted in perſon; as alſo John, duke of Star- 


gard, and the deputies of the Hanſe towns *. Here a treaty 
was concluded, which fecured to Margaret the fruit of all her 
intrigues and victories. It was agreed; that king Albert, and 
His fon, ſhould be ſet at liberty, upon condition that, if in the 
Jpace of three years they could not come to a definitive treaty 
with the queen, they ſhould ſurrender themſelves priſoners 
again, or redeem their liberty 'by ranſom ; which was to be 
either the payment of ſixty thouſand marks in filver, or the 
ſurrender of the town and caſtle of Stockholm, and an abſolute 
renunciation of all right to the crown of Sweden. The duke 
of Stargard, at the ſame time, agreed with Margaret to a ſuſ- 
penfion of arms, for the term of three years, during which the 
reſpeRive parties were to keep poſſeſſion of the ſeveral places 


then in their hands. In purſuance of this treaty, king Albert, 


and his fon, were delivered up to the deputies of the Hanſe 
towns, who became ſureties for the performance of this ſtipula- 
tion on the part of king Albert, and acknowledged, by a for- 
mal inſtrument, the ſurrender of thoſe illuſtrious captives. 
At the ſame time, they ſent a new governor and garriſon to 
the town of Stockholm, which was to remain in their hands as 

a depoſit T. 

THis memorable treaty affords room Cho remarks, not at all 
foreign to our hiſtory. In the firſt place, it ſhews that Marga- 
ret Was not, at that time, ſo very powerful in Sweden, as is 
commonly believed; but that king Albert, beſides the capital 
of Stockholm, muſt have poſſeſſed a conſiderable part of the 
kingdom, otherwiſe that princeſs would not A been ſo im- 


* fhe Hanſe towns . ſent deputies to this n were Labeck, Suallund, 


Griefswald, Thorn, Elbing, Dantzick, and Revel. 
t Crantz. Latom. Pontan, Puffendorff, Mallet, Buckholtz 7 Franck. 
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Remarks on 
that treaty. 
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politic as to part with the whole for ſixty thouſand marks; for 
it ſeems, according to the agreement, ſhe was to leave him in 
poſſeſſion * of the crown of Sweden, upon paying that ſum for 
his ranſom. Further, though it was very probable that king 
Albert, reduced by this treaty to ' his ancient patrimony of 

Mecklenburg, would find it difficult, after ſo long and expen- 
ſive a war, to raiſe the ſum at which his ranſom had been va- 
lued, and therefore that the queen would, perhaps, be as great 
a gainer by this article, as if that prince had formally renounced 
all his rights to the crown of Sweden; yet queen Margaret 
ſeemed, in her politics on that occaſion, to have been deficient: 
for, inſtead of reaping. a certain advantage from the misfortunes 
of her enemy, and her own ſucceſſes, ſhe ſuffered the iſſue of 
the whole negotiation to depend on the probity and good faith 
of the Hanſe towns; that is, on a power that had fo {trenuouſly 
endeavoured to ſupport her rival, and been ever jealous of the 
_. proſperity: and grandeur of Denmark. But it muſt be conſider- 
ed, that on one hand the ravages of the Vitalian pirates were 

become ſo intolerable to that crown, as to render a peace abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for ſuppreſſing their inſolence; for they had 
lately ſpread themſelves over the northern, ocean, plundered 
the coaſts of Norway, and even ranſacked Bergen, the moſt 
opulent town in the kingdom. On the other hand, the pro- 
miſe, or engagement of the Hanſe towns was ſo ſolemn, as to 
leave no room for ſubterfuge and evaſion. For it muſt be 
owned, that in thoſe days princes and ſtates had honour enough 
to obſerve their treaties ; and it is only of late years, and by a 
gradual corruption of manners, that the European powers have 
learnt to elude the moſt ſolemn engagements... The event ſhew- 
ed, that the queen was not miſtaken in her judgment, and that 
ſhe left but ver little to chance at this important conjuncture. 


of This i is the opinion of ſeverat writers; but 1 own 1 does not appear fo clear to. 
me; all that I can infer from the treaty is, that upon payment of the money, the 
, Hanſe towns were diſcharged, and the king was at liberty to renew the war in 
Sweden. | 


We 
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WI cannot cloſe this ſcene of the captivity of king Albert, 
without taking notice. of two extraordinary exceptions to that 
maxim, which has often been unfortunately verified: ſmall is 
the diſtance between the priſons and graves of princes. King 
Magnus had been detained priſoner ſeven years by king Albert, 


2341 : 


and the latter had been kept in confinement during an equal 


period by queen Margaret. The luſt of power was not upon 


theſe occaſions inflamed by the ſpirit of cruelty. Neither of 
thoſe princes was put to death, though in the hands of a rival, 

but releaſed, at length, upon the faith of public treaty. When 
we reflect how different the fate of Engliſh monarchs has been 
in this reſpect, we cannot help being penetrated with a deep 
and ſenſible concern : : we are ſhocked at the barbarous treat- 
ment of ſo many princes of the illuſtrious race of the Planta- 
genets, Edward II. Richard II. Henry VI. who were inhu- 


manly murdered during their 1 It is doubtful 


whether we ſhould aſcribe this difference of treatment to a no- 


bler and more generous diſpoſition in the northern princes, or 
to a deeper ſenſe of religion ; or finally, to the rivals not be- 
ing of the ſame family and blood;. ſor in civil wars the cir- 
cumſtance of alliance of kin is, by a prepoſterous depravity of 
human nature, a new incitement to cruelty, which ſteels the 
heart, and renders it leſs ſenſible to every tender impreſſion. 
Tu deputies of the Hanſe towns having, in purſuance of 
the treaty of Laholm, procured the liberty of king Albert and 
his ſon Eric, thoſe princes embarked for the coaſt of Mecklen- 
burg towards the latter end of September. The king arrived 
ſafe at Roſtock, and prince Eric landed at Wiſmar. The king 
was received with great joy by all his old ſubjects, who had 
been ſenſibly afflicted at his long and melancholy captivity. 
The two dukes, his nephews, who ſympathized with him 
haſtened in his misfortunes, to embrace him with open arms, 
congratulated him upon his delivery from his long bondage, 
and ſeemed as greatly tranſported as if he had riſen from 
the dead. The good monarch was not. a little pleaſed with 
theſe marks of affection in his native. country, after hay- 
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ung met with ſuch abe of treachery and ingratitude from 
| his Swediſh ſubjects. He was not at all diſmayed by his re- 
: IBS |  peated misfortunes, but ſtill entertained hopes of recovering 
© "his crown, of which he had been ftripped with ſuch circum- 
ſtances of indignity. But as he had now ſufficient Neiſure to 
think of proper means of aſſerting his, right, he poſtponed the 
conſideration of his Swediſh affairs for a while, to give his whole 
attention to thoſe of the duchy of Mecklenburg, where ſeveral + 
abuſes had crept into the government. He, therefore, reſolved to 
apply due remedies to thoſe. grievances, which required an im- 
8 mediate and effectual redreſs. In this he ſhewed himſelf a true 
25 father of his people, more ready to reſcue them from oppreſſion, 
than to attend to his own important concerns. The old com- 
plaint of the interruption of commerce, from the depredations 
of the banditti, being revived, he appointed a congreſs at Per- 
leberg with William, marquis of Meiſſen, and the elector of 
Brandenburg, to provide for the ſecurity of the public roads. 
The deputies of the Hanſe towns were preſent at this aſſembly, 
in which the moſt vigorous meaſures were concerted for re- 
prefling the inſolence of thoſe robbers. 


1396. Tur enſuing year prince Eric, king Albert's only fon, was 
— of married to princeſs Sophia, daughter of Bogillaus VI. duke of 
of Mecklen= Pomerania. The king, though advanced. in years, began to 
comfort himſelf with the 3 of a ſecond wife, his 
firſt conſort having ended her days at Stockholm in 1380. 
8 King Albert The choice he made, was of princeſs Agnes, daughter of Mag- 
5 ſecond wit nus Torquatus, duke of Brunſwick-Luneburg. The double 
| marriage was this year celebrated at Schwerin with great ſolem- 
nity, in the time of carnival; as if the king intended, by means 
of theſe public diverſions, to ſooth his ſorrows, and to baniſh 
all thoughts of his late misfortunes... | 


Difturbances ABOUT this time a diſpute aroſe between Rudolphus, For 
In the bi- of Schwerin, and the dean and chapter of that cathedral. The 
Seliwerin cauſe of this diſpute i is not mentioned in hiſtory ; but the com- 
| plaints of the chapter againſt that prelate muſt have been very 


heavy to proceed. to ſuch ee as depriving 11 of his 
| : tem- 
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temporalities, and leaving to him no more than a ſmall p pre- 
bend in Schwerin. This conduct, indeed, was the fame as 
depoſing him by their own authority, and gave great offence 


to all the. neighbouring princes. The biſhop' was brother to 
the dukes of Mecklenburg- Stargard, who being affronted at 


the indignity done to their family, reſolved to wreak their ven- 
geance on the dean and chapter. Eric, duke of Saxe-Lawen- 
burg, and Albert, count of Holſtein, joined in the ſame cauſe, 
which was alſo eſpouſed by king Albert. A canon belonging 
to the chapter, who' had been the chief inſtigator of thoſe 
violences, was arreſted by the king's order ; and, in all like- 
lihood, would have undergone a very ſevere puniſhment, had 
he not been ſo fortunate as to eſcape from his confinement. 
In the mean while, the dukes of Stargard on the one hand, 
and count Albert, of Holſtein, on the other, made an irrup- 
tion into the biſhoprie of Schwerin, and laid waſte the poſſeſ- 
ſions belonging to the mutinous canons, In conſequence of 
theſe hoſtilities the biſhop was reſtored with eclat, and the 
offenders were ſeverely puniſhed x. 
Kine Albert had not been long reftored to his liberty, when 
he was unluekily involved in a diſpute with the city of Lubeck, 
concerning a canal for the convenieney of the ſalt trade from 
Luneburg. This canal extended from the town of Mellen to 
the ſtream-known by the name of Delinenow, which falls into 
the Elbe. From Lubeck, goods might be tranſported by 
the little river Stekenitz to Mollen, and frem thence by the 
new canal into the Delmenow. The convenieney of ſuch a 
paſſage was very confiderable, as it prevented the expence of 
land- carriage, and facilitated the conveyance of ſalt from Lu- 
beck to Hamburg. The diſpute had begun ſo early as 1391, 
between the magiſtrates of Lubeck, and the king's nephew, 
duke John, while the king himſelf was in confinement. Upon 
the recovery of his liberty in 1395, the quarrel was revived; 
the Mecklenburghers infiſting, that the inhabitants of Lubeck 
had dug the canal beyond the boundaries of that Lu At any 
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other time this diſpute. mi ght have been attended with bad 
conſequences, but the king tht proper to compromiſe the 
affair, out of regard to the attachment and friendſhip which 
that city had ſhewn him during his late misfortunes *. _ 
Tur time was now drawing near, when king Albert, in 
- purſuance of the late treaty, which allowed him the ſpace of 
three years, was to make his option, either to pay the ranſom, 
or to ſurrender himſelf once more a priſoner of war. In this 
dilemma he thought proper to ſummon a diet of the ſtates of 
Mecklenburg, in order to take their opinion in his preſent ſitu- 
ation, and to deſire their aſſiſtance. The ſtates being aſſem- 
bled, he repreſented to them, in a pathetic ſpeech, the hard- 
ſhips which he and his ſon had undergone during a long capti- 
vity. That for his liberty he was indebted, next to the divine 
goodneſs, to his couſin, the gallant duke of Stargard, and to 
the powerful and vigorous interpoſition of the Hanſe towns. 
That he ſhould be overjoyed to have an opportunity of making 
a proper return for ſuch important ſervices, by which he had 
been reſtored to his liberty, to his family, and to his country. 
That the conditions of his releaſement were extremely ſevere, 

either to pay fixty thouſand marks of filver, reſign the crown 
of Sweden, or to ſurrender himſelf once more into the 
hands of his enemies. That his own liberty, as well as 
that of his ſon, were very dear to him. To relinquiſh a king- 
dom, in which he had ſo long and gloriouſly reigned, gave him 
infinite pain; eſpecially. as he was in poſſeſſion of the city of 
Stockholm, the key of Sweden, whereby he might always 
have an opportunity of recovering his crown, of which he had 
been ſo unjuſtly diveſted. That he was not ſo far advanced in 
years, but he felt himſelf till able to draw his ſword in defence 
of his juſt rights; and, beſides, his ſon was a young prince 
who had both courage and abilities. to recommence the war, 
as ſoon as the truce of three years was expired. But the con- 
dition of the ranſom, for which the Hanſe towns were his ſe- 
curity, being indiſpenſable on that occaſion, he hoped his good 
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ſubj ets of Mecklenburg would afliſt him with their purſes ; 
and he promiſed to pay them with thanks for whatever ſums 
they ſhould think proper to advance on fo preſſing an occa- 
ſion. The king's diſcourſe made a deep impreſſion on the ſtate, 
who had a ſincere love for their prince, and, of courſe, were 
greatly affected with his diſtreſſes. They made anſwer, that 
they would carefully diſcharge their duty, and endeavour to 


ſhew him every mark of loyalty and attachment. Accordingly, 
they exerted themſelves with the greateſt chearfulneſs in mak- 


ing a collection ®, which, as the country had been exhauſted | 


by a long war, fell ſhort of the ſum expected. On this occa- 


ſion, the ladies of Mecklenburg gave an extraordinary inſtance 
of their generoſity and regard for their ſovereign: As the 


ſtates found it difficult to collect the ſum. of ſixty thouſand 
marks, every woman of condition moſt freely parted with her 
. jewels and ornaments to raiſe the remainder of the ranſom. 

 Tavs with a greatneſs of foul, of which hiſtory affords but 
few inſtances, did theſe generous heroines give up thoſe orna- 


ments ſo highly valued by their ſex. The example of the Ro- 
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man matrons, in the ſecond Punic war, ſeems to have been 


ſurpaſſed on this memorable occaſion. The latter contributed 
their jewels and other effects to ſave the commonwealth upon 
an emergency, when the very exiſtence of the Roman govern- 


ment, the lives and the eſtates of the citizens were in. the moſt 
imminent danger, when the enemy was almoſt at their gates, 


and threatened them with inſtant deſtruction. In the caſe be- 
fore us, the ladies of Mecklenburg were in no ſuch ſituation ; no 
devaſtation, or utter ruin, impended over their heads; no un- 
relenting tyrant, or barbarous foe, threatened them with chains: 
the motive which animated them to this magnanimous action, 
was. the love they bore their ſovereign ; they had been ſenſi- 
bly affected with his long captivity, and rather than ſiffer him 
to "Fall once more into the like ſcene of diſtreſs, they made a 
generous ſacrifice of their moſt valuable ornaments to his liber- 


It is ſaid, ldwevor: that the ki was obliged, on this occaſion, to diſpoſe of ſe- 
veral tracts of land, which, were at at a cheap rate by the nobility and clergy. 
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ty, and to the honour of their country, If we lay aſide the un- 
juſt prepoſſeſſion in favour of antiquity, and contemplate theſe 
two actions with the eye of reaſon, we muſt acknowledge, 
that the ladies of Mecklenburg behaved with a manly genero- 


ſity, whilſt the Roman matrons did nothing more than might be 


L expected from women; for even the weakeſt creatures make an 
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1 in caſe of ſelf-defence, and when compelled by neceſſity. 
. So extraordinary an attachment of the Mecklenburg ladies 


to their beloved lord, furniſhes a great preſumption in favour of 
that monarch. For is it poſſible to imagine, that king Albert 


could have been ſuch an arbitrary prince as he is repreſented by 
the Swediſh hiſtorians, when the ladies of Mecklenburg gave 


him ſuch fignal teſtimonies of their affection? Would they 
have ſtripped themſelves of their moſt coftly ornaments, their 


jewels, and glittering diamonds, to redeem a ſubverter of their 
liberties, a deſpotic, a barbarous tyrant ? Surely, this is not to 


be ſuppoſed ;. but rather, that a prince ſo much beloved by one 


part of his people, muſt have been poſſeſſed of eminent virtues, 
which the caprice and paſſions of the other part either over- 


looked, or hindered them from admiring. - King Albert, how- 


ever, was not unthankful to the ladies for fo. extraordinary a 
mark of their benevolence; he granted that honourable privi- 
lege to the fair ſex, fo well known in the duchy of Mecklen- 


- burg by the name of Erbjungfernrecht, or the female right of 


inheritance. By virtue of this privilege, upon the extinction 
of the direct male line, the remaining females are intitled to be 
feiſed of fiefs during their lives, which in fuch caſes had, till 
that time, conſtantly devolved upon the collateral relations. 

Wirst the ſubjects of Mecklenburg vied with each other 
in acts of affection and loyalty to their ſovereign, king Albert 


had not loſt fight of the recovery of the crown of Sweden. 


Princes may be diveſted of their dominions, but can never for- 
feit their dignity, except when their puſillanimous conduct 
renders them unworthy of it. King Albert's fortitude was ſtill 


_ invincible; neither length of years, nor reiterated diſappoint- 


ments had * his 4 ; and though. he, had met t with, 
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the moſt perfidious treatment in Sweden, he reſolved, even at 
the hazard of his life, to aſſert his right to that crown once more. 
He was {till maſter of the capital, whoſe commodious har- 
bour. enabled him to pour in freſh ſupplies of troops and provi- 
fions into the kingdom. But before he could renew hoſtilities 
againſt the Danes, he was under a neceſſity of paying the ran- 


ſom of fixty thouſand marks, for which the Hanſe towns had 


given ſecurity. Being reſolved, however, to venture every 


thing rather than tamely give up his crown, he diſpatched his 


ſon Eric over to the ifle of Gothland, with a ſtrong body of 


men, chiefly Vitalian brethren, who were to erect a magazine 


in the iſland, and to hold themſelves in readineſs to make a de- 
ſcent upon Sweden. It has been already obſerved, that king 
Albert had mortga 


garet during the captivity of that monarch. Part of it being, 


however, recovered by the king, was ſuffered to remain in his 


poſſeſſion, by virtue of the treaty of Laholm. Prince Eric landed 
his men fafely in Gothland, and made preparations to diſlodge 
the Danes from the forts which they ſtill poſſeſſed in the iſland. 

Accordingly, he muſtered his forces in the plain of Gronewald, 

and marched towards Wiſby, intending to make himſelf maſter of 
the tower, or pharo, at the entrance of the port which had been 
ſeized by the Danes. The enterprize ſucceeded, and the prince 
ſeemed to have a fair proſpe& of reducing the whole ifland, when 
a peſtilential diſorder breaking out in his camp, he was ſnatched 


off in the flower of his youth, and all the hopes of his family were 


buried with him in the duſt. He was interred with great fu- 
neral pomp at Wiſby, but left no iſſue by the princeſs Sophia, 
who had but a very ſhort enjoyment öf ſo amiable a conſort. 
He died lamented by his country, which admired and revered 
his virtues, eſpecially his filial piety and- duty to his father, 


under a long and deep ſcene of affliction. But, above all, his 


death gave inexpreſſible concern to the diſconſolate king Al- 
bert, who, by this cruel- ſtroke of fate, loſt the comfort of 
his old age, and the chief hope of declining Mecklenburg. 
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ged this iſland to the grand maſter of the ; 
Teutonic order, who had been diſpoſſeſſed of it by queen Mar- 
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ü In Denmark, however, the intelligence of prince Erie's deceaſe 
gave uncommon ſatisfaction. Queen Margaret now flattered her- 
ſelf, that king Albert's only ſon being out of the way, that prince 
| | | would deſiſt from any farther attempt to recover his crown, and 
| that ſhe ſhould remain unmoleſted in the poſſeſſion of the three 
kingdoms. The ſagacious princeſs conjectured very right; but 
as ĩt was not till the year following that king Albert renounced 
the Swediſh crown, it will be proper to take a view of what 
paſſed i in that kingdom fince the late memorable revolution *. 
Affair of Queen Margaret had now attained the ſummit of her ambi- 
| Sweden. tion; ſhe ſaw herſelf in poſſeſſion of the three northern crowns, 
1 which rendered her the greateſt potentate in Europe. Her 
N conduct, at firſt, was ſo prudent, that ſhe gained the affection 
of her new ſubjects, who, ſeeing the queen without iſſue, were 
impatient to fix the ſucceſſion, from an apprehenſion that, 
after her demiſe, king Albert, or his ſon, might revive their 
claim to the crown. Nothing is ſo dreadful to thoſe who 
have once withdrawn their allegiance from a prince; as to be- 
come again ſubject to his power, and to feel the weight of his 
reſentment +. They propoſed” to her to ſecure the happi- 
neſs of the nation by af. out for a partner of her bed and 
throne ; a propoſal by no means acceptable to the queen, who | 
was too paſſionately - fond of power herſelf to ſhare-it with a 
huſband. | However, to comply with the requeſt of her ſubjects 
in ſuch a manner as would not endanger her authority, ſhe con- 
deſcended to nominate her ſucceſſor. This was her grand ne- 
phew, prince Henry of Pomerania, the ſon of Wratiſlaus VII. 
and of Mary of Mecklenburg, the daughter of Henry of Meck- 
lenburg, and Ingeburga, the queen's elder ſiſter. Henry being 
then an infant, ſhe conſidered this as a circumſtance that would 
ſecure the tranquility of her reign, and prevent him from 
aſpiring to the government in her life - time. 'The young 
prince was ſent for to be eng at her enn and — 
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dent 


Tux queen's ſtudy now was to achuire: 8 among 


tier! new ſubjects : : the Swedes had conferred the : higheſt 
obligation upon their royal miſtreſs ; and - ſhe faid, they 
ſhould not find her ungrateful. The crown lands, which king 
Albert- had granted to foreigners, were all reſumed ;. ſtran- 
gers were turned out of their poſts and employments ; ſeve- 


ral forts, which the king was ſaid to have built, in order to 


curb the nobles, were razed ; and other ſteps taken, in con- 
junction with the ſenate and diet, to redreſs grievances, and to 
endear her to the nation. At the ſame time ſhe did not neglect 
her own intereſt; for ſhe prevailed on the diet to ſettle upon 
her Weſt and Eaſt-Gothland, with the provinces of Werme- 
land, Weſterland, and Dalecarlia, for the ſupport of her dig- 
nity: a far more generous ſupport than had been allowed to 
king Albert; but the Swedes thought nothing too much for 
their ſuppoſed deliverer; and the reſtorer of their liberties. 

. THAT ambitious princeſs had formed a grand project of per- 


petuating the union of the three northern crowns, under one 
monarch. This was her darling paſſion, from which ſhe ex- 


peed laſting tranquility to her reign, and immortal glory to her 
memory. In order to accompliſh ſo great a deſign, ſhe had 
uſed every artifice that politics can ſuggeſt : her agents. were 
employed in recommending the utility of the ſcheme, and ſhe 
ſpared no pains herſelf in ſecuring the intereſt of the principal 
nobility of each nation. Such a project was attended with great 
difficulties ; for what cauld be more arduous, than to attempt 


to unite, under one head, three nations that differed ſo widely 


in their language, laws, and cuſtoms? However, ſhe had the 
good fortune to ſucceed in this enterprize. As foon as ſhe 
found things ripe for execution, ſhe convened an aſſembly of 
the ſtates of the three kingdoms at Calmar, to determine upot: 
the utility and expediency of that meaſure. The queen open- 
ed the congreſs in perſon, by introducing the young prince Eric 


» Some writers pretend, that Eric was crowned king, and Margaret only appoint> 
ed regent ; but ths 1 1s not at all probable, nor conſiſtent with her ambition. 
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to the aſſembly, which ſhe requeſted to confirm his election to 


the 5 She obſerved to them, that as the royal race 

was extinct in the three kingdoms, it was a favourable opportu- 
nity of forming the ſeveral nations into one ſtate, to prevent all 
differences and animoſities that might hereafter ariſe between 
them. Then ſhe diſplayed, with great eloquence, the advan- 


tages they might expect from this union, and the conveniences 


of being ſubject to the ſame ſovereign. They had themſelves, 
ſhe ſaid, 3 the good effects of her election, which 
had reſtored peace and unanimity to the three kingdoms, and 


removed all thoſe jealduſies, by which neighbouring nations 


are generally divided. They had now a' fair proſpect of reco- 
vering the whole trade of the Baltic from the Hanſe towns, 


| thoſe petty republics, which had enriched themſelves fo greatly 


by the diviſions between Sweden and Denmark; and the 
= method of ſecuring theſe advantages, and tranſmitting 
them to their poſterity, was to eſtabliſh the union of the three 
kingdoms by a ſolemn and fundamental law. Theſe argu- 
ments were ſo plauſible, and enforced with ſuch elocution, 
that they produced conviction in the minds of all preſent. 
They approved and confirmed the election of young Eric; and 
paſſed a fundamental law, whereby that prince, and his ſucceſ- 
ſors, were to reign over the three kingdom, which were thus 
to be inſeparably united. 

Tuls was the union of Calmar, that law lo ticks in a 
North, received by the three nations, and confirmed by the 


_ . moſt ſolemn oaths ; a law, by which the glory of the northern 


Semiramis was exalted to the ſkies, and which will not 


fail to perpetuate. her memory. It conſiſted of three princi- 
pal articles, ſeemingly calculated for ſecuring the liberty and 


| independence of each nation. By the firſt it was enacted, that 


the three northern crowns, whoſe conſtitution was elective, 
ſhould be ſubject for the future to one king, alternately choſen 
in each of the three kingdoms ; and that the royal dignity 
ſhould not be appropriated to any one nation to the prejudice, 


or excluſion of the other ; ; but if the deceaſed prince left male 
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heirs capable of governing, ſuch male heits ſhould. be preferred 
, to ſtrangers. The ſecond ordained, that the ſovereign ſhould 
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make the three kingdoms equally enjoy the honour of his pre- 


ſence, reſiding four months of the year in each, or, at leaſt, 
one year out of three, ſpending in each its revenues, without 
applying the overplus to any other uſes than the advantage and 
intereſt of that nation. By the third, and moſt important, it 
was ſettled, that each kingdom ſhould preſerve its own ſenate, 
laws, and cuſtoms ; that its magiſtrates, governors, biſhops,. 
and ſoldiers, ſhould be natives of the country; and that the ſub- 
jects of one kingdom ſhould enjoy no preferment in the other, 
but be reputed as aliens. The Swedes ſeemed to be highly 
pleaſed with this treaty, fondly imagining, that the royal pre- 
rogative was now ſufficiently limited, and that the ſovereign 
could no longer make any encroachment upon n their liberties. 
Wurz theſe things were tranſacting in Sweden, the Teu- 
tonic order, by the conniyance of king Albert, had once more 
invaded the iſle of Gothland, and driven away from thence the 
Vitalian brethren, who infeſted thoſe ſeas with their piratical 
depredations. Their pretext for this ſtep was, that the iſland 
had been mortgaged to them by king Albert ; and fince his 
fon was no more, they apprehended he would concern himſelf 
no longer about the Swediſh monarchy. The king had not 


yet declared his intentions, but ſeemed rather diſpoſed, at leaſt by 


his outward preparations, to recover his crown. In order, there- 
fore, to procure the money required for his ranſom, he reſolved 
to ſet out for Pruſſia, and treat with the grand maſter concernin 

the abſolute ſale of the iſland: with this view he embarked for 1 


country, with ſome of the magiſtrates of Roſtock and Wiſmar,, 


perſons ſkilled. in civil agreement, and naval concerns. There 
he found Conrad Jungingen, the grand maſter: of the order, 


with whom he entered into a conference for ſettling the terms 


Tranſactions 
in the iſle of 
Gothland.. 


of the contract. The grand maſter would hear of no terms, 


but declared; that the order had. juſtly ſeized upon the ifland, 
for the money it had advanced upon the mortgage, and. for the 


mos and expence it had been at in diſpoſſeſſing the Vitalian 


pirates. 


1398. 


Suppreſſion 
of the Vita- 
lian pirates. 


tious life, they turned their arms againſt thoſe very 


1 | 
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pirates. As nothing could be concluded-in thoſe conferences, 
the king returned again to Mecklenburg greatly provoked, and 


vowing vengeance for this treatment. The knights being 
informed of his reſolution to attack the iſland, altered their 
conduct, and ſent a deputation to Wiſmar to treat with the king 


concerning this important matter; and, at length, upon paying 


a certain ſum of money, Albert reſigned all his claims to the 


iſland of Gothland, in favour of the Teutonic order. 

Queen Margaret having received advice of this tranſaction, 
was greatly incenſed againſt the contracting parties, and re- 
ſolved to attempt the recovery of the iſland. For this purpoſe 


ſhe fitted out à ſtrong ſquadron, with a body of land forces, 


which laid ſiege to Wiſby. - But this important fortreſs was ſo 
well provided, as to make a long and vigorous reſiſtance. The 
parties then agreed to ſubmit to the arbitration of the emperor 
Wenceſlaus; by which it was determined, that the queen ſhould 
redeem the iſland. of Gothland for the ſum of nine nad 
nobles. 

By the loſs of the ile of Gothland, the Vitelan pirates were 
deprived of their beſt aſylum, but did not loſe. their paſſion for 
rapine and plunder, Having been long accuſtomed to a licen- 
Hanſe 
towns, in whoſe cauſe they had originally enliſted.” Thus ani- 


mated by fury and deſpair, they ſcoured the Baltic with their 


numerous frigates, which put almoſt an entire ſtop to trade 
and navigation. In vain were menaces and perſuaſions of every 
kind employed by the Hanſe towns, to induce them to deſiſt 


from ſuch lawleſs proceedings; it was found, at length, that 


force muſt be oppoſed by force: for it is eaſier to ſubdue an ene- 


my, than to prevail upon him to ſubdue his vicious and inve- 
terate habits. 


In conſequence of theſe violences, the cities of 
Lubeck, Dantzick, Thorn, Elbing, Roſtock, and Wiſmar, 
reſolved to exert themſelves to the utmoſt in ſuppreſſing thoſe 
corſairs, whoſe ſtrength and numbers were daily increaſing. 


Queen Margaret was equally deſirous of ſeeing an end of thoſe 
5 eee, , 5 which the commerce of her ſubjects was ſo 


greatly 
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clude an alliance with that princeſs for extirpa 
ans, the entered into their views; and the 
and Wiſmar had a conference, for that purpoſe; with the queen's 


ed: The Hanſe towns having propoſed to con- 


ting the Vitali- 
deputies of Roſtock | 
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miniſters at Nikoping, in the ile of Falſter. Here it was 


agreed; that the commercial privileges granted to the Hanſe 


towns throughout the three kingdoms ſhould be confirmed and 
that the queen and they ſhould engage to act jointly againſt the 

Vitalian corfairs, for the ſecurity and protection of commerce. 
In conſequence of this reſolution numerous fleets were fitted 


but, too powerful for thoſe pirates to cope with ; fo that from 


that time they retired to the northern ocean, from Rense it 


was not fo eaſy to chace them, as out'of the Baltic. 
- BuT the period being now arrived for king Albert's determi- 


nation, with regard to the articles of the treaty of Laholm, the . 


ſeven. Hanſe towns, which had been fureties for this illuſtrious 


. captive, ſent their deputy, Bertram Wulfflam, burgomaſter of 


Stralſund, to know which of the three conditions his majeſty 


would prefer; whether to pay the money, reſign the king- 
dom, or furrender himfelf priſoner. Of theſe conditions, 


even the mildeſt was very fevere to a prince, whoſe notions 
were directed rather by his paſt proſperity, than by his preſent 
decline. The money was ready for the ranſom; but on 
the other hand, he reflected that his beloved ſon, prince 
Eric, was no more; that he himſelf was advanced in years; 
that, moreover, he could not depend on the fidelity of the 
Swedes : all theſe conſiderations, contrary to expectation, 
induced him to refign the crown in a moſt ſolemn man- 
ner. In conſequence of which, he ſent orders to Steno Stur, 


commander of the caſtle of Faxholm, as alſo to the governor of 
Stockholm, and the commandants of the caftles of Crytzberg 


and Norrebota, which ftill held out for him, to ſurrender to 


queen Margaret. This refignation, at a time when he had 
ſufficient means to aſſert his right to the crown, by the 
ſtrong holds he till poſſeſſed i in Sweden, is generally imputed 


to the change made in his diſpoſition of mind by the death 


Vor. II. 2 2 ot 


1398. 
King Albett 


crown of 


Sweden, 


Queen Mar- 
aret's con- 
uct in Swe- 


1 HE HAS TORT. Book IV. 


of his ſon Eric: for he could not- think it an object, at that 
time of life, worth his attention, to expoſe himſelf again to fo 
many difficulties and dangers, in purſuit of a dignity: which muſt. 
end with himſelf ; he, therefore, left the Swedes to their own 
fate, and to the conſequences of a revolution, into which they 
had fo precipitantly hurried. This revolution by no means 
procured, the Swedes that happineſs, with the hopes of which 
they had vainly flattered themſelves ; they ſoon became ſen- 
fible of their error; but they had forged their own chains by 
betraying their e and beſto wing his crown on their | 
natural enemy. 
Tux celebrated union of Calmar, inſtead of eſtabliſhing har- 
mony and concord between Denmark and Sweden, was the fatal 
ſource of the many wars which laid waſte the two kingdoms up- 
wards of a hundred years. Queen Margaret was not long ſettled 
on the Swediſh throne, when ſhe broke through that fundamental 
treaty, by ſhewing her predilection for Denmark, her native 
country, and making it her uſual place of reſidence. Inſtead 
of paying a due reſpect to the laws, ſhe governed intirely by her 
own will, and in a more arbitrary manner than any of her pre- 
deceflors : her ambition, her ſpirit was too great, to ſubmit 
to the ſhackles of a limited monarchy. She loaded the Swedes. 
with taxes, which were remitted to Denmark, to enrich her 
native country, and ruin and impoveriſh her new ſubjects. At 
the ſame time, ſhe had taken proper precautions to prevent any 
diſturbances, or oppoſition to her meaſures, in a nation ever 
ready to revolt upon the leaſt diſguſt, The Swedes had been 
greatly diſguſted with a ſpeech of hers to the young king Eric, 
in which ſhe obſerved. to him, < that Sweden would furniſh 
% him with food, Norway with raiment, but that Denmark 
« was the country which would ſtand by him in all extremi- 
ties. But ſhe had ſecured all the principal forts of the: 
kingdom in her own hands, by various artifices, and chiefly 
by bribing and corrupting the nobility. Moſt of the vacant 
governments ſhe conferred on Nanith lords, and gradually de- 
prived the Swediſh nobles, of all the conſiderable places of ho- 
' nour and profit. T NY: remanſtrated, and laid delves her a2 


eapy 
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copy of their Magna Charta, the tfeaty of Calmar, and the titles 
by which they held their 3 ; the queen, with a con- 
temptuous ſneer, repled, that ſhe would adviſe them to pre- 
«<<. ſerve their charters and titles as carefully as ſhe intended to 
« ſecure the forts of the kingdom.” As afarther ſupport of her 
authority, ſhe kept the Swediſh nobles at a diſtance from affairs 
of government. But ſhe chiefly. made it her buſineſs to confirm 
the clergy in her intereſt by her exceſſive liberality, by aug- 
menting their power, and admitting them to a ſhare in the 


management of public affairs. The biſhops, being highly 
diſtinguiſhed, thought it conducive to their own, intereſt, and 


to the preſervation of their grandeur, to pay an implicit ſub- 


miſſion to the court; the inferior clergy followed their exam- 
ple, and preached up the doctrine of paſſive obedience among 
the people. The nobles repined, in ſecret, to ſee this diminu- 
tion of their authority; but their grief and indignation were 
confined within their own breaſts, and their reſentment was im- 
potent ; they were obliged tamely to ſubmit, during the life of 
the queen, to the yoke which ſhe had laid upon them, or to 
which, more properly ſpeaking, they had ſubjected themſelves. 
That wiſe and powerful princeſs kept private ſpies among the 
diſaffected party; by whom ſhe was apprized of all their cabals, 


and conſultations, which enabled her to baffle the meaſures. 


they concerted to oppoſe. her arbitrary. proceedings. Thus was 


it decreed by providence, that a revolution, from which they 


had entertained the moſt ſanguine hopes of ſecuring their free- 


dom, was to reduce them to a cruel bondage under Daniſh. 


tyranny, and involve them in a ſcene of bloodſhed and inteſ- 
tine war, which laſted, with unabating fury, almoſt a whole 
century; and from which diſtracted ſtate they were not able to 
emerge, till the zra of their g/or1ous and immortal hero, Guſta- 
vus Vaſa “. 

| Kine Albert being now ond from royal cares, was confined 
within a narrower ſphere, the adminiſtration of his heredita 
dominions, in which, if he had not ſo ſpacious a field for glory, 
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the remainder of his days W 
in his patrimonial territory. During this period, his attention 
and care were directed to the welfare of his ſubjects, and to the 
- encouragement of unanimity and concord among the neighbour- 
ing princes. He could not, however, prevent the quarrel be- 
tween his couſins of Stargard, and the marquis of Brandenburg; 
the particulars of Which the reader will find in the I Ma of 
this hiſtory. 


tive, it contributed to ſtr 
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or rather for military atchievements, he had, at leaſt, a more 


_-plealing proſpect 
founded in the duty and ſincere affection of his loyal ſubjects 
of Mecklenb 


at his decline of life, of private 


happineſs, 
urg. He ſtil} retained the regal 


title ®, and paſſed 
without much buſtle or -Uſtatbance, 


Tus year is memoceble for as P a revolution in 


Sermany, as that which lately proved fo fatal to Sweden. This 
was the d 
prince had incurred the diſpleaſure of Tome of the ſtates of the 


epofition-of the emperor Wenceflaus. That weak 


empire, by ſelling the royalty of ſeveral cities and territories in 
Italy, which they conſidered as ahienating the Imperial demeſnes. 
But this was what his father Charles IV. had frequently done 
in Germany; and though it weakened the Imperial preroga- 


engthen the liberties of the empire. 


The electors, however, aſſembling at the caſtle of Lanſtein 


upon the Rhine, depoſed Wenceſlaus, as unworthy of reigning, 


and elected Frederick, duke of Brunſwick and Luneburg. 
Nothing could be more unjuſt and irregular than this whole 
proceeding. But it was owing to the artifices of pope Boniface 
IX. whom Wenceflaus wanted to depoſe, in order to reftore the 


peace of the church, at the time of the great ſchiſm. The pope, 


in revenge, by his intrigues prevailed upon the three ecclefiaſ- 
tical electors, and 2 elector Palatine, to dethrone the emperor. 


The motives they aſſigned, for this arbitrary ſtep, were frivolous 


and puerile, EN 3 he had alienated the Imperial de- 


meſnes ; that he Rad given blank patents, ſigned with his name, 


That he 8 to retain che N title, appears plainly from an inſtrument 
of the town of Greveſmuhlen, in 1398, where he is ſtiled king of Sweden and the 
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to his miniſters, who had made a bad uſe of them; that he led 
a life unworthy of a prince, ſuffering dogs to lie in his apart- 
ment; and that he took no care to extinguiſh the ſchiſm. The 
electors of Saxony and Brandenburg would not conſent to this 
extraordinary meaſure; ſo that Wenceſlaus was, ſtill acknow- 


ledged emperor by ſeveral princes, till he renounced that dig- 


nity: himſelf in 1410. Duke Frederick having been aſſaſſinated 
before his coronation, Robert, count Aue e. Was choſen in 


his ſtead, and crowned at Cologne in 1401 


Tuis ſame year, a large comet blazed during a Whole month. 
in the time of Lent, and filled all Europe with the greateſt con- 
to Crantzius, tha 


ſternation. This phænomenon, (according 
hiſtorian) portended heavy calamities, which afterwards came 
to paſs ; ſuch as wars, peſtilential diſorders, and famine. 
But theſe are ſcourges which Providence, for wife purpoſes, 
is pleafed in all ages to inflict on the human race, and are 


1401. 


obſerved to happen frequently without being predicted by co- 


mets. 

Kino Albert foon after had a very fingular occaſion to ſhew 
his clemency, by interceding with the city of Wiſmar, in bebalf 
of a gentleman of Mecklenburg, named John Goer, whom the 
magiſtrates of that city had condemned to be hanged. His 


crime was, that he had prevailed on a citizen's wife, named 


Alheyde, to elope from her huſband, John Schlep, and lived 
with her afterwards in open adultery. The woman had carried 
off with her a great part of her huſband's effects, as jewels, 
rings, and other trinkets, which were found upon them both, 

when apprehended by the officers of juſtice; The gentleman 


was thereupon tried, and convicted of a robbery ; and, notwith- 


ſtanding all the menaces and intreaties uſed by king Albert, 
the magiſtrates were ſo inflexible, that they would not com- 
mute the ſentence, which was attended with eternal infamy to 
the family, or deliver up the priſoner to be tried by his ſove- 
reign, according to the laws of Lubeck and Schwerin, by which 


they were governed. A ſtriking inſtance of the auſtere manners 
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of the times, of the infolence of thoſe magiſtrates, and of the 
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invectives. Accordingly, ſhe was brought before an eccleſiaſti- 


do retract her opinion; and the like pains were taken by the in- 


and blood.” Upon which, addrefling herſelf to the execu- 


— Mar- * of the approach of his latter end, was deſirous of 
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weakneſs of the e king $ intereſt fince his fall from bm gran- 
deur. _ 
Tuls event was ſoon followed by . of a more melan- 


railing againſt fome tenets of the Romiſh religion. In the be- 
ginning, the clergy ſeemed to take but little notice of her pe- 
culiarity of opinion, and treated her as a weak woman, who 
loved to prate about what ſhe did not underſtand; but finding 
that the ſame opinions were ſpreading in Wiſmar and Stralſund, 
they began to be alarmed, and reſolyed to put a ſtop to her 


cal court, examined, and, upon refuſing to recant, was con- 
demned to the flames. The good woman had a ſon, a Ciſtercian 
monk, who exerted his utmoſt endeavours to induce his mother 


2 Eylhard, of Roſtock, When all attempts of ſtagger- 

ing her belief had proved fruitleſs, ſhe was delivered over to 
the ſecular arm, the clergy not chuſing, from their great leni- 
ty, to concern themſelves in blood. As they were leading her 
to the ſtake, her ſon accoſted her, and, in the warmeſt ex- 


preſſions, exhorted her to retract her errors. Upon which, 
turning towards him with an eye of indignation, * Be gone, ſaid 


« ſhe, thou moſt wicked of mortals, thou canſt not be my ſon 
hom I have carried in my womb, and whom I have ſuckled 
% with theſe breaſts ; but thou art a falſe pretender to my family 


tioners, Do your office, ſaid ſhe, I have acted in obedience 
«© to my Creator; now I ſhall die contented and happy, in in ſpite 
of the devil, and this wicked world.” The fon retired quite 
confounded, and the mother expired under the moſt exquiſite 
tortures. 

Tux enſuing year, a treaty of alliance was concluded be- 
tween king Albert and his ſucceſsful rival, Margaret, queen 
of Denmark. The king, being now advanced in years, and 


leaving 
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leaving his ſon in the quiet poſſeſſion of his dominions. In or- 
der, therefore, to ſecure a ſupport and ally to the young prince 
in his minority, he ſigned a treaty on St. Catharine's day, the 
twenty - fifth of November, with Margaret, the northern queen; 


by which he again renounced the crowns of Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway, and promiſed not. to moleſt her ſucceſſor, king 


Erio, in the poſſeſſion of thoſe dominions. In conſequence 
hereof, a laſting friendſhip was eſtabliſhed between the north- 
ern-crowns and the country of Mecklenburg. The articles of 


this treaty may be ſeen in Pontanus, where the witneſſes, in 
behalf of the king, are Otho Vieregge, Vicke Below, Mat- 
thias Arkow, Henry Quitzow, with the burgomaſter of Roſ- 
tock, John Von der Aa, and the byrgomaſter of Wiſmar, 


Ingeburga, | abbeſs of RUDBLTE, and ſome landed eſtates to the 
monaſtery *. 


Kin Albert, deſirous. of being at peace with all the world, 
came to an agreement this year with Detleyus of Parckenthien, 


biſhop of Ratzeburg, with regard to the right of Patronage 
over the pariſh churches of Wiſmar. The biſhops of that city 


had long before obtained the patronage of St. Mary, at Wiſmar ; 
and that of St. Nicholas had been granted them by Henry the 


dukes of Mecklenburg. But king Albert being inclined to ſet- 


fequence of which, the three principal - churches of that city 
were rendered dependent on the biſhop. This conceffion to the 
church, was followed by a temporal grant to a nobleman, John 


Gans of Putliſs, whom the king favoured with the inveſtiture. 
of the diſtrict of Putliſs +: | 


Nrn. where the common people diſplaced their old magiſ- 
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Herman Meyer. 80 pleaſed was queen Margaret with this 
treaty, that ſhe gave three hundred marks of ſilver to princeſs 


ABovuT this time, great diſturbances aroſe in Wiſmar and 
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Lion. But not contented with thefe privileges, they had form- 
ed other pretenſions, which had been hitherto oppoſed by the 


tle this diſpute, reſigned the patronage of St. George; in con- 
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trates, and ſubſtituted others in their ſtead. It ſeemed, in- 
deed, as if the ſpirit of tumult and ſedition had infected 
the whole coaſt of the Baltic. Lubeck was the firſt city 
that ſet ſo bad an example, in 1408; which was ſoon fol- 
lowed by the inhabitants of Roſtock. The burghers choſe 
ſixty p erſons, on whom they conferred a power of inquiring. 
into tha conduct of the ſenate, and of obliging, them to give an 
account of their paſt adminiſtration, The ſenate refuſing to 
comply with this innovation, were expelled; and the ſeditious 
commonalty appointed a new body of magiſtfates to ſucceed 
them. The enſuing year, the contagion reached the city of 
Wiſmar, where the burghers carried their inſolence to a much 
greater exceſs ; for the young dukes of Mecklenburg, the fon 
aud nephew of king Albert, having thought proper to viſit 
that town, in order to reſtore the depoſed magiſtrates, the 
rioters aſſembled in a tumultuous manner, and proceeded to 
ſuch violences as intimidated the princes, and obliged. them 
to retire with their whole retinue. The populace has been 
Jjuſtly compared to a wild beaſt, naturally fierce and untrac- 
table; a many - headed monſter, incapable of being - work- 
ed on by reaſon, or appeaſed by remonſtrances. So undiſcern- 
ing are they, that they take appearances for realities. They are 
ever in extremes, either elated beyond meaſure, or ſunk into 
deſpondency ; ; they either audaciouſly oppoſe all lawful autho- 

rity, or carry their ſervile ſubmiſſion to a degree of idolatrous 
attachment. Thus, in the time of the Roman emperors, they 

one day offered incenſe before the ſtatues of Sejanus ; the next 
day broke them to pieces, and dragged his mangled body to 
the Tiber. Such was the behaviour of the populace of Roſ- 
tock to their princes and magiſtrates. The ſenate continued in 
exile eight years ; but the city of Lubeck being compelled, at 
length, by an Imperial edict, to receive its former magiſtrates, 
the inhabitants of Roſtock and Wiſmar thought proper, alſo, to 
ſubmit. The dukes, in perſon, reinſtated the ancient ſenate in 


- their office, in the year 1416, and fined the ſeditious burghers 
in a conſiderable ſum of money. 


Chap. 8. VAN DAL I A. 

Tus enſuing year died the emperor Robert, firnamed the Short, 
on\account of his ſtature. This prince had made it his chief ſtudy 
to remedy the diſorders of the empire, and to recover the domini- 
ons and rights which had been alienated by former ſovercigns. He 
undertook an expedition into Italy, but -was repulſed by -John 
Galeazzo, duke of Milan, and obliged to return to Germany. 
The remainder of his reign he employed in aggrandizing his 
own electorate. In his reign was completed the ſovereign- 
ty of the princes of Germany. The emperors having reſerv- 
ed to themſelves the power of trying cauſes upon life and death 
in ſeveral diſtricts; Robert reſigned this juriſdiction to the 
reſpective princes, or lords, by particular privileges. His do- 
minions he divided among his four ſons, who are the ſtems of 
the different branches of the Palatine family. After his de- 
ceaſe, Joſſe, or Jodocus, margrave of Moravia, was choſen 
emperor by part of the electors, aſſembled at Frankfort; while 

another part gave their votes to Sigiſmund, king of Hungary, 
and elector of Brandenburg. Happily for Germany, the ſchiſm 
was not of any long continuance ; for Joſſe died three days after 
his election; and Sigiſmund, ſon to the emperor Charles IV. 
was unanimouſly acknowledged by the electoral college *. 

Tx1s year death put an end to the differences of Margaret, 
the Semiramis of the North, and Albert, king of Sweden, by 
removing them where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
the weary are at reſt. "The emulations, diſcords, and animo- 
fities, which embroiled them ſo many years, at length were 
over; and though conſtantly at variance during their lives, in 
their deaths they were not divided. Margaret died ſuddenly 
-on board a ſhip, juſt as ſhe was ſetting out from Flenſburg, on 
her return to Denmark, Nov. the twenty-ſeventh, 1411. She was 
 fifty-eight years of age, had borne the title of queen about fifty, 
and exerciſed the ſovereign authority near thirty-ſeyen.. Du- 
ring ſo long x reign, ſhe ſcarce met with a reverſe of fortune. 
Such a ſeries of proſperity could not be the work of chance, 
but muſt have been owing to her extraordinary genius: and, 
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indeed, it is acknowledged on all hands, that: he» never found 
| herſelf miſtaken in any of the meaſures: ſhe had concerted. 


The generality of hiſtorians allow: her to have poſſeſſed an un- 


common elevation of mind; but 


they differ much: with regard 


do the uſe ſhe made of her abilities. The Danes affirm, that ſhe. 


thrown off the Daniſh yoke, and effected another revolution *. 


Death of 
king Albert. 


conciliated the affoction of her ſubjeas, whom the governed! by 


the principles of equity and moderation. The Swedes, on the 
other hand, repreſent her as pious: only from policy, moderate 


through intereſt, affable only with her creatures, and rogardleſs 


of oaths and treaties, when placed in ion with her in- 
tereſt and ambition, It ſeems highly probable, that botly theſe 
characters have been, in a great meaſure, dictated by prejudice 
and prepoſſtſſſon. After the abdication. of king Albert, her 
eonduct towards the Swedes-was ſo harſh and ſevere, that it is 


very likely, had ſhe-lived* a little: longer, they would have 


Tux death of the above princeſs: was ſoon followed by that 
of king Albert, who- departed this life in the month of April, 

1412, at the town of Gadebuſch, after he had held the go- 
vernment of Mecklenburg: ſeventeen years fince: his abdica» 
tion of the crown of Sweden. He was buried in Gadebuſch, 


as appears from the monument in the king's chapel, towards 


His charac- 


ter. 


the north ſide af the church. The memory oÞ this prince will 
be ever dear- to the inhabitants of Mecklenburg. His perſon 
was manly, his countenance engaging, his preſonce/ majeſtic, 
his deportment beeeming a great monareh. Het was good- 
natured in a very high degree, and his temper ſuſbeptible of 
ſentiments of friendſhip. His virtues were ſuch: as adorned the 


| throne; and would have rendered any other nation happy: 


Magnanimity without pride, generoſity: witheut profuſeneſs, 


juſtice without ſeverity, clemency withont relaxation of go- 


vernment, were alÞ: eminently conſpicuous in this illuſtrious 
nage. In private life he ſet an example to his ſub- 


jects, of the dutiful ſongs the tender. hufband;-and the in- 


dulgent parent. But his maderation in- * and un- 
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Aralken conſtancy under a Jong feties ef eslamites; prodikirn 
binn to have been both the philvſopher and the hero. His miſ- 
fortunes ſoem to have been chiefly owing to 4 very pardonabhle 
Weakneſs, his predilection for his ebüufttymen 3 this gave Fife to 
| the jealouſy of the Swedes, and this proved the fource of thoſe 
diffarbances which ended it the loſs ef his erowh The fate 
of ſo good a prince furniſhes this leſſon to fovercignd, who are 
called to the government of fotcigh nition, that the affection bf 
their Gabjeds is the only pledge of the ſtability of their em- 
Shed node? boys; amd lo zd 0 % to b10! 
e abdication,” though at firſt invotuntary, and extorted by 
the inconſtancy and treachery of his Swediſh ſubjects; was, 
_ pon the death of his ſon Brie, as mbch approved by him, as 
it had been dictated by reaſon, and the reſult of deliberate 
choice. Fer though his ſon Albert was burn that year, and 
he was himſelf married to a young wife, and, f tonſequenee, 
likely to have more iſſue, 2 when he came to reflect cooly 
upon the ſituation of his affairs, he was fully perfuaded, that 
the Swediſh crown was not an object any longer worth contend- 
ing for. He ſaw it was too great a ſacrifice, to riſk the quiet 
and repoſe of his life for the recovery of an elective monarchy, 
which, upon his deceaſe, might be transferred to another family. 
His long experience had given him a.diſreliſh to a ſtation, where 
he, muſt ever be upon his guard againſt the tumults and riots 
of a refractory, ſtiff-necked people. It had operated in him a 
full conviction, that the regal dignity, an obje& of envy and 
admiration to the ignorant vulgar, has nothing to render it defir- 
able, but the power of doing good, which the faction and cabals 
of an inſolent ariſtocracy would ever render it impoſſible for him 
to exerciſe in Sweden. He, therefore, reſolved to ſpend the re- 
mainder of his days among his faithful ſubjects of Mecklenburg, 
to prepare himſelf for his latter end, and calmly to contemplate, 
as it were, from a ſea-ſhore, the dangers to which thoſe are 
expoſed, who are agitated by the ſtorms of life, for want 
of having prudently ſecured a ſafe and commodious har- 
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10 was twice married, firſt, to Richardis, daughter of Otho, 
count of Schwerin, by whom he acquired that fine principality 
in his father's life-time. - She was alſo called Rixa, which 
ſignifies the ſame as Richardis. By this princeſs he had one 
5 5 Eric I. and one daughter Richardis, - His ſon Eric, as 
wie have already obſerved, married Sophia, | daughter, of Boleſ- 
laus, duke of 3 in 1397, and died that ſame year in 
the iſle of Gothland, without iſſue. King Albert's daughter 

Richardis, was married to John, margrave of Brandenburg and 
lord of Gorlitz, brother of king Sigiſmund, to whom his fa- 
ther had bequeathed Luſatia ; — he dying without ine, his 
nn, devolved to the kingdom of Bohemia. 

His ſecond wife was Agnes, daughter of Magnus Torquatus, 
r of Brunſwick, by whom he had a ſon, named Albert V. 


born in 1397, who ſucceeded his father in cons junction with 
his couſin John VII®, 
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King Albert ſucceeded by his * and nephew Partition of their | | 
dominions. The young dukes repair to the council of Conſtance. 0 
Their dominions invaded in their abſence. Alliance betwixt the | | 
elector of Brandenburg and the princes. of Werle, againſt the 
dukes of Mecklenburg and Stargard. Foundation of the untverfity 
of Roftock, Duke 'Fobn quarrels with the clergy... War of the 
Huſfites. War between Eric, king of Denmark, and the counts 

of Houlftein. War between the dukes of Stargard and the elector of 
Brandenburg. Duke Albert affiſts the dukes of Stargard. Duke 

Albert marries the eleflor of Brandenburg's _—_ e 
| bea aps and duke Albert. © 


\HE death of no prince was ever more > cents lamented! 1412. 
than that of king Albert, by his affectionate, and. now King Albert 
diſconſolate ſubjects of Mecklenburg. The remembrance of by his fon 
his former grandeur, of his moderation in proſperity, and of ehe. 
the conſtancy with which he had borne up againſt all his adver- 
ſities, had left fo deep an impreſſien on their minds, as could 
not be eaſily eraſed. The glory of their country had been raiſed 
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ton very high pitch by his valour ; and even when abandoned 
by fortune, and ſtri of this grown, he had preſerved a dig- 
nity and authority which rendered 7 him ſtill reſpected amongſt all 
powers, He wasgpſtly entitled to that glo- 
rious epithet of the Father of his Country; and his loſs was the 
more ſeverely felt by his Germanic ſubjects, 4s his partial at- 
tachment to them had been the cauſe of his being diſpoſſeſſed 
of a powerful kingdom. This circumſtance revived all their 
tender ideas, and caufed every individual of the community to 
regret the general loſs; as if it has been that of his deareſt re- 
lation. 

He was ſucceeded i in the government of Mecklenburg by his 


John 


the guardianſhip of Albert V, during that prince's minority. 


One of the firſt acts of his adminiſtration, was the concluding 
of a ten years treaty with Bernard, duke of Brunſwick-Lune- 


burg. Eric and John, dukes of daxe-Lawenburg. and Henry, 


count of Holſtein, for maintaining the ſecurity of the public 


toads againſt the incurſions of the handitti, The frequent trea- 


ties. conoluded in theſe: days againſt: the common; enemies of 
ſociety, are a very ſtrong proof of the weakne(s of government. 


As ſoon as duke Albert came to age, he entered, into a treaty 


of. partition. with his couſin, duke John, in' conſequence of 
which the country of Mecklenburg was.divided between them; 
but the cities of Roſtock and Namen remained under their joint 
juriſdiction. 

THe two dukes ſhewed their: great mak fun ese at vihiddm- 


portant criſis, when the weſtern church was rent by a ſchiſm, 


for the ſuppreſſing. of which a council: had been convenay at 


Conſtance by. the emperor. Sigiſmund and pope: John XXIII. 
The latter was one of the three pretenders to the pontificate, 
the other two aſſumed the names of Benedict XII. and Gre- 


gory XII. To determine this conteſt, which had laſted ſome 


years, Was the. chief intention of the council. The preceed- 


J ings of this aſſembly. are eral in hiſtory: the authority of 
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general council was declared to be ſuperior to that of the pope, 


Tke three pretenders to the pontificats were ſet: aſide, and 4 


fourth was choſen, named Martin V. At chis aſſembly, up- 
wards of two hundred and fifty prelates, and a great number 
of prinees and powerful lords are ſaid to have aſſiſted- Among 
_ the reſt wh appeared at the council, were our two dukes, 


in compliance with the emperor's ihbitation. The ptinees” om 


thoſe: occaſions were not permitted to have a ſhare in the de- 
bates; yet the clergy: were defirous of their preſence, in order 
to obtain greater weight and authority among the vulgar. 
 AnoTWwer motive for convoking this aſſembly, was to inquire 
into · the doctrines of John Huſs, and Jerome of Prague. To- 
wards: the latter end of the preceding century, the celebrated 
Df. Wickliff. had ventured to fix his eyes upon that eceleſiaſti- 
cal authority, which held the whole world enchained. He had 
inveſtigated and attacket its foundations; and, in conſequence 
of his reſearches, had broached ſeveral: new doctrines concern- 
ing the primaey of the ſee of Rome, indulgences, and commu- 
nien under one kind, which: were nearly the ſame with thoſe 
by tlie reformers in the ſixteenik century! A con- 
ſiderable- number of malecontents had eagerly adopted theſe 
new opinions, which were ſuppreſſed in England by the 


authority of the clergy : but they were carried over to Bohemia 


by ſome youth of that nation, who ſtudied at Oxford, and met 
with a powerful advocate in a prieſt, as much rever̃ed on ac- 
count of the purity of his manners as his learning. This was 
the famous John Huſs, whom his merit had placed at the head 

of the univerſity of Prague, and who ſupported this new ſyſtem 
by the credit of his dignity. That churehman was joined by 
Jetome of Prague, whoſe eloquence ſeemed to be admirably 
calculated to give the new ſect importance. Both had offered 
to repair to Conſtarice, in order to deliver an account of their 
faith, and explain the motives of their reformation ; in conſe- 
quence of Which, the emperor and the council had granted 
them a las- conduct. But ſcaree were they arrived, when'the 
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fathers declared that they were not obliged to hin their word 
with heretics: upon the ſtrength of this principle, they ſpoke 
to them only of tortures, and loaded them with chains. In 
vain did John Huſs, and his friend, atteſt the moſt ſacred and 
ſolemn oaths; no other alternative was left to theſe unfortunate 
men, but either to betray the ſentiments of their hearts by their 
words, or to periſh in the flames, Jerome's mas rg being 
ſhaken, by theſe threats, he ſubſcribed the deciſions of the 
council. The undaunted John Huſs choſe the flames, and the 
perjured emperor, cauſed him to be dragged to the ſtake. But 
Jerome ſoon reproached himſelf with his cowardice. The 
blood of his friend, which was ever preſent to imagination, re- 
viving his courage, he declared his ſentiments more reſolutely 
than ever. Being taken, dragged to the council, and cited a 


ſecondꝭ time before that dreadful tribunal; he there ſpoke only 


to reproach the prelates with their errors, their vices, their 
avarice, and pride. He painted, in the moſt ſhocking colours, 
the indignity of violating the faith given in the name of the 
prieſthood and the empire; he lamented the weakneſs he had 
 ſhewn in not mixing his aſhes with thoſe of his friend; he de- 
clared that he was eager to expiate that crime in tortures, which 
he implored as a favour. Being condemned by the whole ſynod, 

he walked to the ſtake with ſerenity. and joy painted on his coun- 
tenance, and ſuffered himſelf to be burned line, Nidau diſ- 
covering the leaſt ſymptom of pain *. 

Bur the young dukes of Mecklenburg did not ſtay long 
enough to be ſpectators of this tragedy. And, perhaps, it would 
have been more conducive to their intereſt, had they remained 
at home; and, inſtead of concerning themſelves with the debates 

of churchmen, attended carefully to the ſafety and protection of 
their own dominions. For the princes of Werle, Balthazar and 
Chriſtopher, had entered, by this gimme, into an alliance with 
Frederick, burgrave of N urenberg, then ſtadtholder of Bran- 
| denburg, and ſeized the opportunity of the abſence of thoſe 
young princes, . to invade their dominions. Such were: the 


» Beehr, Franck, Barre, Pleffel, Lenfant. | 48 
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cnre, were neglected, and left a prey to the firſt invader *. 
Tux beginning of theſe diſturbances. was owing to a teſblu- 
tion, which the burgrave Frederick had formed to prevent the 


committed in the public roads, by the encouragement 
of the nobility 


were two brothers, John and Theodore, of the family of Quitzow. 
In order to put a ſtop to theſe violences, Frederick concluded an 


alliance with Gunther, archbiſhop of Magdeburg, and another 
with the princes of Werle, which was ſigned the ſixth of F ebruary, 


1414. But the princes of Werle had their private view in this 


treaty with Brandenburg, of a very different nature from the 


laudable motive of ſupprefling the banditti. They had long 
entertained a jealouſy of the power of the elder branch of the 


family, and now formed a deſign of uſurping a part of the ducal 


dominions. Prince Balthazar of Werle, who had always 
been at variance with both the ducal lines, carried his reſent- 
ment ſo far, that, in order to ſpite them the more, he meanly 
ſubmitted to be a vaſſal to Brandenburg. Befides, both theſe 
princes had a private grudge againſt Ulric, duke of Stargard, 


for granting a temporary poſſeſſion of Sternberg to the city of 


Eubeck, which had eden of great prejudice to the rer of 
f lity of Werle. 


STRENGTHENED With theſe alliances, - the nere Fre- 


derick attacked the caſtle of Plawe, on the frontiers of 
Brandenburg, but belonging to the dukes of Mecklenburg. 
The caſtle was obliged - to ſurrender, and John Quitzow 
was taken priſoner. The burgrave then laid fiege to the 
caſtle of Friſac, where Theodore of Quitzow refided ; the 


garriſon was under a neceſſity of capitulating, but Theodore had 
the good fortune to make his eſcape. Thus were the two bro- 


thers deprived of their ſtrong holds ; and Theodore Quitzow, 
= Crantzius Chemnitz, Latomus, Marſhal, Bechr, Franck, L Enfant. 
Vor. II. „ with 
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Foundation 
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fity of Roſ · 
tock. 


the houſe of Mecklenburg . 


young dukes at Conſtance, and obliged them to quit that aſſem- 
bly, and fly to the defence of their dominions. No ſooner were 
they arrived in Mecklenburg, than they entered into an alliance 


with Otho and Caſimir, dukes of Pomerania, and Ulricd and 
John, dukes of Stargard, fon the mutual defence of their re- 


ſpective territeries. Rudolph, biſop of Schwerin, joined alſo 


with the young dukes in this war, which/ on bath ſides Was car- 


rie on with great animoſity. Many battles, were: fought with 
alternate ſucceſs, and acts of tho moſt extraordinary barbarity 
were committed. by the victors. Balthazar, prince of Werle, 


having taken Henry of Moltke, a very rich nobleman, pri ſoner, 


put him to the torture, in order to oblige him to pay an 
exorbitant ranſom; but, to the eternal reproach of Balthazar, 
the unfortunate nobleman expired under the ſeverity of the tor- 
ment. This act of cruelty exaſperated the minds of the other 
party, and produced ſome retaliations. At length, the dukes 


of Stargard had the good fortune to get Chriſtopher, prince of 


Werle, into their hands, and rao. him a cloſe priſoner... In. 


the mean while, the burgrave: Frederick repaired to the council 


of Conſtance, . where the emperor Sigiſmund ſold him the elec- 
torate of Brandenburg for * hundred thouſand ducats. Bal - 
thazar, prince of Werle, finding himſelf in danger of being over- 
powered. by the confederates, had recourſe to his ally, the new 
elector Frederick, by whoſe: mediation a peade, at length, was 
concluded at Prentzlau, in 1416. The dukes of Mecklenburg, 


and. the electon Frederick, were preſent at this congreſs, and a 


ſincere reconciliation enſued ee. the different branches or 
Wx come now to r ane en of en | 
of theſe two dukes, their great encouragement of learning, by 


founding the univerſity, of Roſtock. Princes who have had a 
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being well aware, that the approbation es abetr conthths 
poraries and of poſterity depends, in ia great meaſure, upon 
their ſecuring the ſuffrages of the diſpenſers of praiſe and cenſure. 
It is the obſorvation of one of the moſt judicious critics of anti- 
quity s, chat brave generals had lived before Agamemnon, but 
that chey were all buried in the obſcurity of oblivion, for want 
of ſuch a poet as Homer to celebrate their illuſtrious exploits. 
That aſpiring conqueror, Alexander the Great, | was fo ſenſible 
of the utility of men of genius with regard to- princes, that he 
held Ariſtotle in the higheſt favour and eſteem; and was often 
heard to declare, . that he did not envy Achilles ſo much for all 
ter the heroic actions of his life; as for his having had ſo ds 
45. poet as Homesto celebrate his memory.” Auguſtus and Lewis 
XIV, are likewiſe ſtriking inſtances of the conſequence of 
men of genius to princes, ſince they both owe their reputation 
more to the praiſes beſtowed upon them by the learned and 
ingenious, whom they ſoliberally encouraged, than to any me- 
rit of their-own. On this occaſion, we cannot help taking no- 
tice of that beautiful ſaying of Charles V. king of France, to 
ſome perſons who complained of the reſpect he ſhewed to men 
of letters, who were then called clerks: that clerks cannot 
c he too much cheriſhed; for ſo long as we honour learning, 
this kingdom will continne to proſꝑer; but when once we 
* begin to deſpiſe it, the French monarchy will decline +.” 
ACTVATED by this noble principle, the dukes underzock t to 
eftabliſh that great ſeminary of learning, the univerſity of Roſ- 
+ock. The beginning of this foundation was made in 141 55 
and the work completed in the ſpace of four years; when it 
was favoured with particular privileges by pope Martin V. 
po undertaking of the moſt\illuftrious founders met with ſuch 
ſucceſs, that even to the preſent time Roſtock preſerves a con- 
fſiderãble rank among the German univerſities.: The ſenate of 
this eity had alſo a confiderable ſhare in the foundation, as they 
grand a ſum of money for the ſupport of the + mace 
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Phraſe, : renders: them compatrons 1 135þ #6 ION SANG) 
Tut eſtabliſhment of univerſities took its riſe im the begin- 
tury, when a body of maſtere and 
ſcholars was formed at Paris, for the more regular ſtudy of lo- 
gic, rhetotic, and divinity . The name was n e 
theſe words in the pontifical bulls, by which their privileges 
00001 confirmed, Noverit univerſitas vel, or Univerſite 
magiſtrorum & ſcholarium.” Before that time, youth had 
the ——— to cathedrals and mona- 
ſteries, where all they acquired was learning. 
But in this new: inſtitution, a more liberal ſyſtem of education 
took: place, and the | ſeveral. ſciences were taught by regular 
profeſſors. The firſt. ſtatutes of the univerſity of Paris were 
drawn up in 1215, by Robert de Corceon, the pope's legate: 
theſe ſettled the time neceſſary for the ſtudy of each ſcience, and 
the form of examining the ſtudent upon his proficieney. The 


example of Paris was ſoon followed in other kingdoms in Eu- 
rope ; the ſciences: were then cultivated with the moſt aſſiduous 


application, and the profeſſion of letters was become as honour- 
able as that of arms. In proceſs of time, academical honours 


and titles were conferred on ſuch as had diſtinguiſſied them 


ſelves by their 


progreſs in the various branches of ſojenee : at 


firſt they were canfined to the faculties: of arts and divinity,” but 


after wards extended to law and phyfici; and theſe four were 
compared to the four rivers of the terreſtrial paradiſe. In ſuch 


eſteem were theſe degrees held, that the perſons digniſied with 


them, began to claim precedency of knights; and, to prevent 


| ne were oftentimes raiſed a the arder wa ORR 


% * Conn 8 8 Besch, 3 


lentences, who-died in 1. Y 


. N M4 

+ The reputation of that illuſtrious academy bas tempted ſome of its moderh = 

bers to give it a fabulous origin, and to aftribe the inffitution'to Charlemagne but 
ſuch idle tales, the offspring. of national vanity, are now 'rejeRod' with contempt. It 
is true, that ſome hiſtorians of note make the foundation of that univerſity more an- 


cient by almoſt a eentury, and give the honour of 99, Peter 3 aller of ch 


w 


ene of: PEO e and to 
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n referred, that of Milites Clerici.. From 


the ſame ſource was ane, the title of bache lors; or bas-cheva- 


liers, da term which ſignified the inferior gentlemen or eſquires, 
who waited on the knights; and afterwards was applied to the 
inferior profeſſors of the arts and ſciences; before they roſe to the 
degree of doctors. Theſe diſtinctions of the profefiors, and 
the general regard paid to academical learning, greatly contri- 
buted to increaſe the number of ſtudents throughout Europe, 
inſomuch that it is ſaid, there were no leſs than ten thouſand 
ſtudents. of the law at Bologna in 1262, thirty thouſand ſtudents 
at Oxford in 1340, ten thouſand graduates in that ſame century 
at the. univerſity of Paris, and upwards of forty: thouſand ſtu- 
dents at that of Prague, under the famous John Huſs,” - Roſtock 


alſo roſe to its ſhare of academical fame, as we ſhall ſhew more 


fully, when we come to treat of the ſtate of learning i in Meck- 


preſent, that the dignity of rector of that academy was long held 
in ſuch high eſteem, as to be an object of ambition to princes 


of the firſt rank. Among other reſpectable names, we meet 


with Balthaſar and Eric, —— of Mecklenburg; William and 
Auguſtus, dukes of Luneburg; 3 Ulric, prince of Pomerania; 


William, duke of Courland; and Ulric, prince of Denmark, 


who thought themſelves honoured by exerciſing the office: of 
rectors of the univerſity of Roſtock. RG 

Ar the very time that duke John was promoting * 6 how 
of learning and religion, by the eſtabliſhment of that univerſity, 
he was ſo unfortunate as to have a quarrel with the clergy, in 
conſequence. of his marriage in 1416, with Catharine, dau gh- 
ter of Eric, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, and widow of John IX. 


of Werle. This princeſs being related to him in a degree of 


conſanguinity, obnoxious to the ecclefiaſtic laws, Detleyin of 


Parkentin, biſhop of Fe fulminated the ſentence of 
excommunication againſt him. But this cenſure Was quickly 


removed by a pontifical Ga. It ſeems probable, 


however, that this was not obtained without a | confiderable ſum 


lenburg in the ſixteenth century. We ſhall only obſerve at 


1416. 
Duke John 
uarrels with 
clergy. 


£ — 


3 mE u e bock w. 
. he pid it with greater kitia faction to the 
pope thuti he wbult{ hive Gene ts the bithop, tmerely tö avoid 
n in His own domHHiU Hs 
Asebr chis pertod, the follo wers of the tetets 5f John Huſs 
— to take up arms in defence of their religion. At firſt 
they affembled ut Tabor in Bohemia, under the command of 
John of Frofnow, ſirnamed 'Zifka, or Blind of one Eye, in or- 
der to uvenge the honour of their nation, "which Had deen 
inſulted by the infamous treatment of John Hud and Jeror 
of Prague. Rt length, they threw off their 
eenmperor gigiſmund, anda civil war enſued, in which they 
Yo 5 ub ad _— almoſt tweirty years *agairft the whole”, {Babi 
ty a ated But Ziflea, their leader, "dying of the plague, and their 
Shed being afterwards divided among themſelves, an accom- 
modation was concluded at Iglau in Moravia, 'by which 
obtained the communion under both Kinds, and Sigifuud was 
acknowledged king of Bohemia “. WY 
be Duntud theſe commotions in that kinguom, à war broke out 
reer king of between Eric, king of Denmark, ſucceſſor of Margaret, and 
Denmark, the counts of Holſtein, in which Albert V. duke of Mecklen- 
be of burg happened to be involved. The cauft of this -quarrel, 
Hinein. yas thereftleſs ambition of king Eric, who would fain deprive 
the young counts, Henry Adolphus, and Gerard, of the duchy 
of Steſwick, Which they held as a fief of the crown of Denmark. 
King Eric was ſupported in his pretenſions by the emperor Sigiſ- 
mund, his near relation, who confirmed the ſentence by which 
thoſe princes had been ſtripped of their dukedom. 80 unjuſt a 
proceeding was extremely difagreeabte to the neighbouring 
ſtates, but eſpecially to duke Albert of Mecklenburg., This 
. young prince being determined to ſupport the counts of Hol- 
ſtein, as much as the exhauſted ſtate of his finances would per- 
mit, marched à fmall body of horſe to their aſſiſtance. The 
Fung, on the other hand, heing encouraged by the emperor, 
and by his couſins, the dukes of Pomerania, immediately in- 
. | VvVuaded the duchy of Sleſwick, and laid letze to the capital. 


nage, Puifendorlf, Barre, Prefiel. 


1418. 

War of the 

Huſſites in 
Bohemia. 


in bio 


This 


- 


_ 
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this occaſion the regal title. Eric inveſted the town with a for- 
midable army, conſiſting, as ſome affirm, of a hundred thou- 
ſand men, who preſſed the ſiege fo cloſe, that duke: Albert, 


Among other articles it was expreſly ſtipulated, that the duke 
ſhould, neyer wage. war againſt. king Eric, but en 4 
thorough harmony and friendſhip, with that monazchu®. | 


On the: feaſt of St. Simon and: Jude this year, the 4595 wy 


Mecklenburg of both lines, Schwerin and Stargard, entered 
Ps 


1 8, of; the; extinction of either branch, the ſurvivin 
ine ou ſuccesd to the whole of their dominions. This year 


commerce. 45 108 bt) « 
A enſuing year. 7 fatal to the Andes of Stargard, 
whom war had been declared by the elector of Branden- 
burg, The cauſe thereof! is — to have been, that the 
; dukes of Stargard formed ſome demands upon the margraviate, 
ee the ſtadttholderſhip . The two armies; 
ming ta an; engagement in the neighbourhood. of a village, 
Allet Koblaogk, John duke of Stargard was taken priſoner 
by the count of Ruppin, and carried to Tangermund' where 


he wag confined. ten years: by: the elector Frederick. The 


caſe of this unfortunate prince, being commiſerated: by his rela- 
' tions, the dukes of Mecklenburg. and the duke of Pome- 
rania,. they entered into an alliance. for ſetting him at li- 
berty. An army was: accordingly raiſed with great expedi- 
tion, and the princes being joined by the troops of Saxe- 
Lawenburg, marched into the marquiſate of Brandenburg, 
where 2 lad fiege to the town, of Strauſberg. - The troops 
of Roſtock, having no ſcaling-ladders;. formed. themſelves 
into a: teſtudo, a? che the walls n an intent 

Fontan, Mallet; Beekr, Franck. 2 

ny this ſtadtholderſhip, ſee the firſt chapter of ihe next Book. 


> 


This place was. deſended by the duke of Mecklenburg, 115 | 
reviying his father's. claim. to the crown of Sweden; aſſumed on 


ſeeing, no hopes of ſuccours, thought proper to capitulate. 


mn compat of inheritanoe with the princes of Werle; 7 


alſo, the-Hanſs towns had: a; general meeting at Lubeck, xt + 
they came to e eee for the better u yiferno Nes nga | 
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1418. 
Family com- 
act between 
the dukes of 


Schwerin and 
8 Stargard, and 


the princes 


of Werle. 


1419. 
War between 
the dukes of 
Stargard and 
the elector of 
Branden- 
burg. 


N \ 
* , * 


d torindermide 
_ ___ ofdefed te watch the eity 
vent the enemy from making a ſally on the beſie 


7 |; 
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b Mean time Ohe, ubs of Stettin, LY 
gate with four hündted hötfe, to to pre- 


gere, But the 


Yo -- lingers of Brandenburg a&ed their part ſo well, that the Po. 


other princes, and the deputies of the Hanſe towns. The re- 
ſult of this aſſembly was a general pacification, and the reſtitu- 


meranian horſe were driven off, and king Otho was obliged to 
quit his ſtation. Upon which the beſiegers made a vigorous 


ſally, and drove the Mecklenburghers from before the walls. 
The confederate' princes, finding themſelves miſtaken with re- 


gard to the ſtrength of the garriſon, thought proper to raiſe 
the ſiege . and retire to their re territories. The elector 


. Brandenburg, elate with this ſucceſs, made an inturſion 


1420. 


the next year into the! territory of Mecklenburg, and laying 


ſiege to the caſtle of Gorloſe, ſaid to be a common receptacle 
of banditti, he took and levelled it to the ground. From thence 


he led his victorious troops againſt Otho, duke of Stettin, and 
made himſelf maſter of the new town and caſtle of Angermunde, 


of which the Pomeranians had held peaceable poſſeſſion full 
ſeventy. years. This misfortune brought on the loſs of the | 


_ caſtles of Gre yffenberg. Boitzenburg, Zhedenick, and Prentz- 


low, which had been hitherto ſubject to the dukes of Stettin. 
At length, a congreſs was held at Perleberg, at which were 
preſent Frederick, elector of Brandenburg; William, duke of 
Luneburg ; Caſimir, duke of Stettin John and Albert, dukes 
of Mecklenburg ; Eric, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, with ſeveral 


tion of priſoners on both ſides (except the duke of Stargard). 


The manner in which the quarrel beween the elector and the 


dukes of Mecklenburg was accommodated, ought to ſerve for 


a pattern to all princes. The elector, perceiving that his mini- 
ſters, as well as thoſe of the dukes of Mecklenburg, were averſe 


from an accommodation, fince they found their account in the 


: ſpoils. and plunder of war, reſolved to treat with duke Albert, 


without any intervention of a miniſter, concerning the means 
of eſtabliſhing a perfect reconciliation between the two fami- 
lies. 1 was therefore K betwixt. them, chat the elector 

| R e ed 


r 
7 


G r b 


| Gauld exſtors the two.caſtles of Domitz and Gorloſe, which he 
| had; taken from the dukes of Mecklenburg and duke Albert, 
an the other hand, ſhould promiſe I that prince's 
e daughter: ſtill the elector would not teleaſe the duke 


af Stargard. but . one Spe reaſons for prolonging di 


his confinement. . 
Tuts year the dukes of Mecklenburg, obgtring their cofiae 


the inhabitants *. 


Har would it have hoin for Eric king of Beedia; had he 
maintained the privileges of his ſubjeQs, inſtead of reducing 


them to deſpair. by the inſolence of his officers. So great was 


the oppreſſion under which thoſe people groaned, that this year 


they offered the crown of Sweden to e duke of Mecklen- | 
burg, who was diſpoſed to accept of it, notwithſtanding the 


diſguſts and troubles it had occaſioned to his uncle, king Al- 


bert: but he died at Schwerin ſoon after his election, and king 


Eris got rid'of a rival, before he had felt him an enemy. 


of, Werle to be without any male iſſue, exacted the oath of alles 
giance of the ſtates of that province, . who complied with the 
en in the preſence of the princes Balthaſar, William, 
and Chriſtopher. The ſubſtance of this oath was, that in caſe 
thoſe princes happened to die without male iflue, ' the dukes 
ould faced ſucceed to their dominions, and confirm the privileges; of | 


Dux John was tall in ſtature, comely in his 8 en- 


377 
Peace con- 
cluded, and 
duke Albert 
marries the 
elector s 
daughter. 


1421. 


1422. 
Death of 
dune John, 


dowed with great accompliſhments, and | remarkably intrepid. His tus, 


He had a religious turn of mind, which he diſplayed, accord- 
ing. to the cuſtom of that age, in building many new, and 
repairing ſome old churches. He was twice married, firſt, to 
Judith, daughter of Otho, count of Hoya ; and, after her de- 


ceaſe, to . daughter of Eric, Take of Saxe-Lawen- 


burg, and widow of prince John IX. of Werle. By the. latter 
he had three ſons, John VIII. Henry VI. firnamed the Fat, 


by the two eldeſt in the government. In conſequence of this 
marriage between duke John and Catharine of Lawenburg, was 


in. 2 Chemnitz, Latomus, Beehr, Franck. 


Vor. II. 2 Pa Cet | | ; | Sad | 


and Magnus II. But Magnus Para young, he was ſucceeded = 


— —— —— — —— — — — 
= 
- 
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C formed ae eG 
houſes, in virtue of which the dukes of Mecklenburg laid claim 

to the ſucceflion of Saxe -Lawenburg, u 

chat faghily. Others make this treaty; ſumme wat later. 


_ of Brandenburg. To celebrate the 
formed the nuptial ceremony. This 


ſummation was deferred for ſome time. 
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Taz death of duke John was ſoon followed by that Aae, 
duke Albert the fifth, who had been betrothed, as we have al 
ready mentioned, to Margaret. daughtor of Frederick I. eleQor 
he ſet out this 
year for Tangermunde, where the biſhop of Brandenburg per- 
was the firſt matriage 
contract between the houſe of Mecklenburg and the preſent 
houſe of Brandenburg. Duke Albert took the princeſs with 
him to Mecklenburg; but as ſhe was yet too young, the con- 
Mean while, the 
duke was ſnatched away in the flower of his youth. As the 


marriage was never conſummated, the government of Meck- 


lenburg denied that ſhe had any right to her dower; fo that 


ſhe was ſent back untouched to her father. Duke Albert, per- 


ceiving the approach of death, entruſted the care of his youn 
e Henry and John, to the magiſtrates of Roſtock and 
Wiſmar ; not that they ſhould adminiſter the eee TRL but 
aſſiſt the young princes with their counſel. 

As the whole country of Mecklenburg came wiſer; qne ine | 
again, in the reign of the ſucceeding duke Henry VI. firnamed 


the Fat, this conſtitutes a remarkable æra in our my 8 with 


which we n een 5 
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of 5 Doxss of MECKLENBURG, 


From HE NRY VI. fienamed the Fat, to the death 
"of HE N R Y VII. ſirnamed the Peaceable, VIZ. 


from 1423 to 1552. 


= 


— 
k 


f E ett o upon which! we are now entering, took not 
offer to our view ſuch brilliant ſcenes as thoſe of the 
preceding part of our hiſtory. No longer are we en- 
tertained with the recital of great exploits, nor with 
thoſe important revolutions which fill the awe-ſtruck ſoul with 
aſtoniſhment. The connections between the dukes of Mecklen- 
burg and the northern crowns being conſiderably dĩminiſhed, their 
foreign expeditions in ſearch of military glory become leſs fre- 
quent, and are ſucceeded by more peaceful times, during which 
theſe princes, for the moſt part, conſine their views to the admi- 
niſtration of their paternal dominions. And yet, perhaps, thoſe 
days of ſilent peace were productive of more real advantage to 
the country, aud more ſolid glory to the ſovereign, than victo- 
ries and eriumphs, which are but too often the gay "OY 

Ccc2 


3 1 HE u 1 0 * „ Bock Iv. 
| of mourning and lamentation, Tt. was, during this period of 


_ tranquility, that the he country! of Mecklenbuig , was re- 
united under one head, that the reformation of religion, w 
', eftablitied; and that leqrrjing begin to fl Qurith under the Auſpi- 
ITE : ces an roteckion of generous Pee. Tt. was 1 in theſe hal- 
cyon days, "likewiſe, that the country was indebted; to the 

- cletnency and bebighity of i fovereigns, for thoſe, privile- 
ges and concefflons which form the bulWark of its conftitu- 
tional freedom. Then it was that the legiſlature, that is, the 
of regulating affzirg'both cfy > 4 Hue and ctleſiaftic, was ft 

cle by the Pormuty Concordiz, and by the Act of unton of the 


Fry in 1$21, which are properly the ball of that excellent 
government. But: before” we attempt to relate theſe tranſ- 
actions of the principal line; the connection of our ſubject re- 
quires we ſhould take ſome notice of the Treten vo branch. of 
the 
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HE line af Mecklenburg- Stargard oon bebe ede; ; 
but the memory of its gallant prisces will neter die, 
white virtue has its votaries, great exploits their admirers, and 
undeſerved misfortunes can draw a a pitying tear from the cm- 


paſſionate. Dy 0 I, a ABS. 
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TH 18 prince was brother of Albert I. the firſt duke of Meck- 
lenburg. Wich regard to the tranſactions of his reign,” a 
full account has been given thereof in the preceding pages of 
chis Hiſtory. He died in 137 % and left four ſons behind 
him, John, Utrie, Rudolphus, and Albert: the two: laſt Were 
ecclefiaftics ; ſo that Jchn II. and Ulric I. ucceeded 187 fa- 


ther in the warmen of du duehr. e e 
der e 255. e e en e ee es . 28510 
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he, 1 erben os which 53 been related at large in tl 
ceding book * „After the abdication of that monarch, ke J ohn. 
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ohn II. and 
lric I. 
ſtadtholders 
of Branden- 


burg. 


ckholm, and by ſeveral ot! her, exploits, | 


ret d to] is duchy. of Stargard, where his brother 1 4 | 


liyed for, ſome time in peace with all their nei bours: 

1 0 PS, educated at t e court of the —— Seite, 
; We. that prince was only king of Hungary. Hence it was, 
that the two brothers cultivated a particular friendſhip with the 
houſe of Lutzelburg, which, in 1373, had — ws that of 
Bavaria, in the electorate of Brandenburg. In ſuch intimacy 
did they live with that family, that they were appointed ſtadt- 


holders 621 the Ae by Jodocus, or Joſſe, acer of 
Moravia, | 


Tux a ation of this electorate was become 2 very ar- 
duqus province; yet the two brothers accepted of the office, in 
order to oblige. the Imperial family. Beſides, as the country had 
greatly ſuffered. by the bad adminiſtration of the preſent foyer 
reign, Sigiſmund, king of Hungary, they were willing to pre / 
vent it from devolving to. another line, which might create 
them ſome uneafineſs, on account of Stargard. Seil 
did not ſcruple to mortgage his hereditary patrimony at differ- 
ent times, in order to gratify his ambition and exceffive prodi- 

gality, The firſt who advanced money on this mortgage was his 
couſin Jodocus, margraveof' Moravia, and after him Procopius, 


his brother: Sigiſmund had it not in his power to eject thoſe ny: 
ces, as they had taken the inveſtiture from His own father, t 


emperor Charles IX. But the mortgagees, looking upon * 


ſelves only as temporary Proprietors of the electorate, were 
CH Bee pag; 334. 
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Confuſion in 
that country. 
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1 
Ditfesence 


detween the 


margrave 


holders. 


; , I habitahts.” From meaſures ſo op 
fuſes; the 
unden foot; and the whole country was become one 


a : holderſhip, which he thought pro 
Jodocus and 
the ſtadt- 
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prompted: by their avarice to adminĩſter it in a moſt rapacious 


mannet a tha committed the govornamedto to. different ſtadt- 
holdera;: whoſe only ſtudy was to extort money from the in- 


preſſive enſued a general con- 
people, were all up in urins; the laws wert ttampled 

neral 
ſoene of horror and barbarity. The Baſſewita - day at Dru, 
and the Clements ford in the town-houſe of Pritzwalk, are 
ſanding monuments of the anarchy of thoſe times, and of the 
bloody wars between the nobles and plebeians. The chronicles 
of man are filled with "the" cruelties of that _unhappy 
Fe fan © Hy 0 + "Diff 11 Ae 1 nude 1181 
Fun dukes of Stargard do not ſeem to have Alen any alyan- 
tage of theſe diſorders, but to have endeavoured rather to re- 
preſs them. For ſome time before they had quelled an inſur- 
rection in this country, when the gentry roſe up in arms, and 
committed- great outrages on the frontiers; but they were de- 
feated, at length, by the dukes of Stargard. And this, per- 
haps; was the reaſon which induced the margrave, Jodocus, to 
make them his ſtadtholders. Such a regulation, however, was 
far from being agreeable to a licentious nobility, accuſtomed 


to live on plunder :- they continued the war, or rather the re- 


volt. againſt the houſe of Lutzelb ug nnd eng! 


Tus year the margrave Jodocus paid a viſit to the Sec ort 
of Brandenburgs and Lreivet te tubes of Stargardꝭ of the ſtadt - 


per to confer on Gunther, 
count of Schwartzburg. The reaſon he alledged for this pro- 
ceeding.was, chat they had not quieted the late diſturbances. 
But it was: extremely difficult for a ſtadtholder to ſatisfy both 
The burghers, generally ſpeaking, were moſt ſub- 
— 1 to thoſe princes, and ſeemed pleaſed with their admi- 
aiſtration: but this very circumſtance gave offence to tlie 
nobility, who:- were ever at variance with the plebeians. 
Beſides, the margrave Jodocus was for having the nobility 
treated like Pee and the nobility, on the contrary, would 
be n as princes. Thus it Was 3 to reconcile 

| _ thoſe 
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thoſe; zarring intereſts. | Ibe > was; that the two 
r 
at ſtadtholders, but met like w iſe with farther ph οẽin; for 
the margrave Jodocus would fam diſpaſſeſs them of the little 
territory thay had obtained from the emperor. Charles IV. in 
the electorate of „ viz. Lemren, &c. Vader fach 
pircumſtanges of aggravation they had recourſe 40 amms, after 


family: they had been long at variance with their confins of 


their couſins of Mecklenburg: ſome af the nobility on both 
ſides had committed 


ſuſpected each other of countenancing thoſe violences; but the 
truth being diſcovered, that the riotous inhabitants of the elec- 
torate of Brandenburg were the. real authors of thoſe outrages, 
the princes were reconciled; and prepared for war againſt the 
Brandenburghers. In the heat of this conteſt, the towns of 
Friedland and Strauherg were taken and plundered by duke 
Ulric. At length, the margrave Jodocus thought it more ad- 
viſable to come to an accommodation with the two brothers ; 
and he found thoſe princes inclined to a reconciliation, from a 
- remembrance of Ne former intimacy and friendſhip. In order, 
therefore, to put 
"ſet out for Berlin, but had the misfortune of being ſtopped in his 
career, by an audacious attempt from two private noblemen . 
Tus two noblemen were brothers, of the name of Quit- 


 zow 3 a family, at that time, remarkable for opulence and po- 


oy 


er, and the chief oppoſers of the houſe of Lutzelburg 

were poſſeſſed of twenty - four caſtles, ſituated in . 
of the electorate of Brandenburg, beſides very Wende e 
_ eſtates in the diftrict of Prignitz . They had; alſo, ſome lands 
in the duchy of Mecklenburg ; but as the ſovereigns of this 


* 6 Rixner; Chemn. Latom. Hubner, Spener, Buckholtz, 9 


concluding treaty of alliance with the other ꝓtinoes of their 


Wetle; but intereſt no- made up the breach; and all animoſities 
were laid aſide. They had like wiſe been upon bad terms with 


an end to the diſpute, duke John reſolved to 


+ The greateſt part of their eſtate was ſeized by the elector Frederick I. of the houſe 


96 yet the family is — age in that country. 
44s! j.-1 1439. 8 8, 4 . | W 
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country were in cloſe connection with che houſe of Lutzelburg, 
the Quitzows were, of courſe, become cnemics' to gut inces 
Nu ſooner, therefore; were the dukes of Stargard t 
Nadholderſhip/by:the inargtave Jodoous, than the two brothers, 
John and Theodoric, of Quitzow, made inroads into the terri- 
tory of Stargard, and committed the moſt horrid depredutions. 
At length, the two parties came to an engagement near 4 village 
called Thure, where the mutinous nobles were defeated, and 
Theodoric of Quitzow taken priſoner by duke John of Stargard. | 
Theodoric being ſet at liberty in 1403, by the margrave Jodocus, 
reſolved to ſeiae the firſt opportunity of wreaking his vengeanee on 
duke John, The opportunity now offered by the duke under- 
taking this journey to Berlin, when the two brothers of Quitzow 
ſeized him at a place called Liebenwalde, from whence they car-. 
ried him to Ne e a vun ar He . e in the Mid. 
dle-Marck. | 1 21 4 t.: At eren ** "Ars 


Dr was . diftreſs, and poignant: the aſfiQicn6f te 


gallant duke John, upon falling into the hands of his cruel and 
implacable enemies. Thoſe io have baſked in the ſunſhine of 
fortune, and taſted the ſweets of proſperity," feel the ſudden 
tranſition to miſery with additional exacerbation, ''The'peaſant, 
on the other hand, ſees content take ſhelter in his humble cot- 
tage, and placed fo low by fate has the happineſs of being ſure 
he can fin no lower. The confinement” in Which duke John 


continued to pine and languiſh, received a 
from the rigorous 


ggravated h6rror 

tous treatment of the Qeitzows. His caſe, indeed, 

would have been to the laſt degree deplorable, had not the inha- 
bitants of Brandenburg, in gas for the ſervices done them 


| When he was ſtadtholder of hat country, ſupplied him with the 


ncceſſaries of life, which the inhumanity of the Quitzows de- 
nied him. This impriſonment being. at laſt, rendered inſup- 
portable by the barbarity of his enemies, he had recourſe tothe 
following ſtratagem, in order to make his eſcape. There lived a 
baker in the caſtle of Plawe, whom the duke prevailed upon, 
partly by exciting his compaſſion, and partly by the promiſe of 
a conſiderable recompence, to let him down by à rope into the 
ditch Weh ſurrounded the caſtle, and was, at that time, co- 

| WEL. vered 
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coming g. gut 4 dan miſtook their way, or ee 


ſtood their directions, they were not there at the time appoint- 


againſt it; being only in his flippers and night-gown. 15 In this 
diſtreſs he concealed himſelf in the thickeſt part of the 
wood, and was ready to periſh with cold and hunger. In the 
mean time the Quitzows, having received intelligence of 
the duke's eſcape, immediately mounted on horſeback, and 


purſurd kim with a number of troopers, who ſutrounded the 


wood: / Duke John having now no hopes of eſcaping, and be- 


ing preſſed on every ſide, was reduced to the ſad alternative of 


ſurrendering himſelf priſoner once mote to the Quitzows, or 


to periſh with cold and hunger. Fortune, however, ceaſed . 


to perſecute him'this year; for John of Quitzow being out a- 
hunting the enſuing winter, was ſurprized by a party belong- 
ing to duke Ulric, brother to duke John, and carried to the 
town of Lichens, where he was kept i in cloſe paces: agg till 
the duke was releaſed in exchange. * 1 
+Duxs John. I. did not long ſurvive R recovery of his liber- 
ty, for he departed this life in 2418, and his brother, duke 
Ulric, died the year before, viz. in 1417, or, as others affirm; 
the ſame year. John II. left by his wife Vegetula, of Pomera- 
nia, a ſon, duke John III. and a daughter Hedwig, who was 


| abbeſs of Ribnitz. Ulric I. had a ſon, named Henry, by Mar- 


g garet, daughter of Suantibor, duke of Krb and eee 
ter named n abbeſs of Wantzke. Bred ? 


ut. Joun m. and Henzy, dukes of Mecklenburg Strgard. 
AFTER the adeale of duke Ultic I. and John II. in 1418, 


the two couſins, John III. and Henry, undertook to go- 
government. 


vern the dukedom of Stargard by a joint adminiſtration. John 
had been appointed ſtadtholder of Brandenburg, by the margrave 


Jodocus in e ſome beg before his father died. But the 


Von. II. #547 bil D Bec ee 
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ed. The cold was intenſe, and the duke was but ill-prepared 


1676. 
Death of 
duke John 
II. and Ul- 


ric I. 


* 


John ITT. and 
enry ſuce 
ceed in the 


Stadtholder- . 
ſhip and long 
captivi * 
John 


age, was likewiſe actuated by the ſpirit of ambition. 


| holder of that electorate in 1413. But as the burgrave could 


The avarice of this prince rendered him extremo odioys to the 


" TH E Hl 8 T 9 * Y Book IV, 
erhip having proved: a ſource of iußnite trouble, to this 


unfortunate prince, it will be proper h enter wore Winutely 


into the circumſtances attending it, and into the cauſes hy which 
be was detained ten cars in captivity: at Tangermunde. 

Tue margrave Jodocus had, as we have already obſetve 
poſſelſad birnſelf of the clectarate of Brandenburg. by. Way, of 
mortgage, and gauerned that country by a deputy os f 


inhabitants; and his deputies. were generally difliked for t 
oppreſſive methods af government. Bat Jodegus, in his 0 


we ie 18 005 


Some, indeed, imagine this to have been his aim ever Re > 


1410 his towering mind began to aſpire to the Impe 


ay 1490, when. the Emperor Wenceſlaus was depoſed. Sigiſmund, 
king of Hungary, having refunded the money that had been bor- 


rowed upon the electorate of Brandenburg, jodocus reſtored. that 
country to its lawful ſovereign in i410. The abovementioned king 
borrowed this ſum of William, margrave of Miſnia,, whoinſiſted 
on ſecurity for his money. This oecaſioned the. cleGorate to be 
mortgaged again in 14113 but it was redeemed the next year, 
1412, by Sigiſmund, who was now elected to the Imperial dig - 
nity. The emperor, dener did not redeem the electorate 
with his own money; for his cxtravagances ever rendering him 


neceflitous, he was obliged to borrow again of Frederick I. 


burgrave of Nurenberg, whom he therefore appointed ftadt- 


not get back bis principal, merely by the adminiſtration 
of chat electorate, nor indeed. derive. any advantage from it 


in its preſent ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, the emperor 


was under the neceſſity of ſelling this electorate out- right to 


the above burgrave 4 in 1447. This cuſtom of ſelling. the PUT» 
chafing whole proyinces, ſo much in yogue: at that time, ſhes, 
Scoring to the obſeryation. of 8 eee 2 * i 
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FLY 6f the age, and the miletnble ſtate of thoſe countries, whith 


Fee lat fe bvi price. 19 20 ee 36 eng anti 
"Px" new electet, by hib reſolution; intreptätey ene 
good conduct, ſoon put things on a better footing; and brought 

887 inhabitants firs forhe order. The purehaſe, ſtrictliy ſpeak - 


ing, Was made in 1475, but Sigiſmund had ſtipulated 


to 
| The poſſeſſion of 
at country His ever ſince continued in his family, the preſence 


Fus confirried'to Frederick for ever, and he yielded homage 
ie emperor for himfelf and His poſterity. 


in 


| "bf Profits being a lineal deſcendant of 'the burgrive Fre. 
. der 3 ae ri <1 Gigs OT asg iin 3113 H ora 
geen fab Wie fithfatithi'of bars in that country, when duke 
fotin' HF. of Stargard vas taken prifbner by the count de Rup- 
pin in 1419. The affair happened in the following manner: 
duke Jofm had forne diſputes with Frederick, elector of Bran- 
defblrg,/evirecrnitig che ailtriet of Prignits, and the old claims 
of feudal arial over” the principality of Stargard. The 
elector being gone to the council of Conſtance, duke John 
ſeized this opportunity of concluding an alliance with the duke 
of Pomerania, and jointly attacking the electorate of Branden- 
burg. Accbrdingly, they marched their forces into tliat coun 


try, and laid ſiege to the town of Strauſberg, the burghers of 


Mich made ſo gallant a defence, that the dukes were obliged 


to 


raiſe the ſiege. Upon which duke John thought proper to march 
Pack” to Stargard; when he wds attacked by the Branden- 


Burghers, under the comtnand of the count of Ruppin, near the 
village of- Koblank; and after an obſtinate en gagement, in 
Which he gave fignal proofs of perſonal valour, he had the miſ- 


tor Frederick's return from Conſtance, the count of Ruppin 
delivered up the duke into his hands; and the unfortunate 
prince was conducted to Tangermulide, where he continued 


ten years in captivity. His relations did their utmoſt to 


revail with the elector to reſtore him to his liberty, but all 
proved ineffectual: the times were too troubleſome and tem- 
3 JJC 


o right 
f redemption in failure of tale ifſie! "In 141% che electbrate 


Cauſe of his 


long capti- 
rity. 


fortune of being defeated and taken priſoner. Upon the elec- 


N. 


Abe ese his relouſe; xi there was 6b further dats 


wat in d U A U N Beeletv- 


aſe his*ere ing rn diſturbance te the fiewelefdr. For the 
8 Bad formed ſorne pretenſfions do ne margra- 
of to part of its territory, on account of his father's 
Kate 6: and besides, he was conſidered as an adherent 


to the hoſe of Lutzelburg“ At length, however, he N 


releaſedd by a treaty concluded at 'Ratetiow in 1447 


we” meet With an en * ſigned by that prinee Fr 
year, by which he agreed to pay for his ranſum three thou- 
ſund florins, two thouſand of which wete paid down, and 
he remained indebted for the other thouſand. The hiſtorians 
of Brandenburg alſo affirm, that he a greed to pay homage to the 
elector for the duchy of Stargatd': but this does not appear 
from any public record. However that may have been, duke 
John III. is ſaid to have contracted an illneſs during that ſevere 
confinement, which at length proved fatal to him, and occafioned 


his death in 1440, 'as 5 em n rr N 


Death of 
r III. and 
is brother. 


1439 


N 4 ui, Diplom. tom. 4. 
I Invida, quæ fortem Preſſit 1 parentems... 


on that prince . 
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Doxr Henry ſareived his eve, od bore the chief weight 
of adminiſtration during that prince's long captivity.” In the 


year 1436, when the line of Werle, or of the princes of Wen- 
den, came to be extinct, he and his eouſin duke John III. quar- 


relled about the ſucceſſion with the dukes af Schwerin; but the 
difference was adjuſted in 1439, and the line of Stargard ac 
quired Stavenhagen and Wredenhagen for their portion. In 


the year 1434 or 1437, duke Henry granted to the ladies in his 
principality the privilege called by the Germans, Erbjungfern- 
recht, or the right of females to inherit; and in 1439, he fa- 


voured the towns of Friedland and e eee oh up 


* 


41 _— £4 _ 1 5112 
Non etiam nato mitior illa fuit 


Tais nam teneris dum ptelia confitit anhis, trier on noqu 

Se | Reftitit ac ſignis Marchis dira tus vo 1 1 Sr = 

15:77 | Hi quoque (tam belli felix eſt alea) Nuss. 

SY Exul & a patria'per duo luſtra fuit. | 

- Qureque bi dure contraxitearcere dna, Ne nol 
Improba mature cauſa fucre necig.* © . 
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WE - He. Mas. twice married, finſts, to: a wor a Prin- 

coſs-of, Pomerania and ſecondly, to Margaret, daughter o pf 
Frederick. duke of n g. 8 By the former he 
had n ſon, named Ulrie II. and two princeſſes, Magdalen and 


Margaret. Margaret was betrothed to Eric, duke of Pomera-. 


Pomerania, and after that prince's.deceaſe,, to Bernard, count 
of Barby: ſhe died very far advanced in years in 15333. 

„Dux Henry, according to the teſtimony of ſeveral hiſtorians, 
was well ſkilled in aſtronomy, but not equally verſed in the art of 
government. He is ſaid to have held money in great contempt; 
and it was a ſtanding maxim with him, that nothing could be 
a ſtronger proof of meanneſs of ſpirit, than the inordinate de- 


fixe of riches. A particular inſtanoe of his inattention to money 


is mentioned i in hiſtory: his ſteward happened to be ſitting one day 
in his office, with. a long row of counters before him, which he 
made uſe of in caſting up his accounts: the duke wanted money 
at that time, and apprehending the counters to be current ſpecie, 
took them up, and told the ſteward, that he ſtood in need of cath, 
deſiring him, at the ſame time, to look out for more for his on 
uſe. The ſteward, and the other ſpectators, ſmiled; but when 
they told him that thoſe counters were only deſigned for calcu- 
lation, the duke threw them down, and went away diſappoint- 


to bis goubins: Har the Fat *. 
« (1&1 


2 5 Urgie ll. duke 'of "Medklenburg-Stargard.,. 


UKE Ulric II. in the beginning of his reign, gave ſtrong 
indess of a turbulent diſpoſition. He firſt” quar- 
relled with his couſins of Mecklenburg, and afterwards fell 
upon the territories of the duke of Pomerania, where, as well 
as in the duchy of Mecklenburg, he committed great ravages. 


But he had to deal with Princes far more Powerful than himſelf; 
* Chem. Latam. * Beckr, Klurer ES, adele. Franck. 
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nis. Magdalen was, married, firſt, to Wratiflaus, duke of 


nm 
* 245 OPEN * N 
» e * * ä be 


— 


Character of 6 | 1 
duke Henry. 


ed. The ſame indifference, in on to reads bb is ln # 


Duke Ulric 

II. ſucceeds 

in the go- 
vernment. — 


, o 
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folidly,. — * — jw io of peace; > 
pfamote the happineſi of his ſubjrcta . This happineſowashow: 
ever afterwards ſuſpended hy a miſtaken motion of piety and de. 
votjon, which induced him to abſent himſelf from his dotnitions 
in 14796 jo ide, to make a pilgrimage to the Holy-land.. In 
s expedition he wes: accompanied by his couſin Magnus 

duke of Mecklenburg-Schwwerin; and, — 
poiſoned in 147 — Ade NN ie exit are very 
extraordinary. The duke had two gentlemen o1 his þed-cham- 
ber, one of whom was jealons of the other, becauſe he was the 
zaſter's favourite: ſuch puſſeſſion had the paſſion of envy taken 
of his ſoul, that he formed the wicked purpoſe of ridding him- 
ſelf of his rival by a poſſonous draught, Accordingly, he pre- 
pared the fatal potion for him, and left it upem a table in his 
room, intending to adminiſter it che firſt opportunity: but, un- 
uckily, the duke happened to come itito the ap nt at a 
time when he was very thirſty, and ſeeing the deadly beverage, 
drank it off, quite ignorant of the — Upon the ap- 
proach of death, he expreſſed the moſt lively ſentiments of piety, 
= with his laſt breath uttered theſe words: Good God 
« is this all I have acquired by my battles and peregrinations, 
< four boards and a winding ſheet!“ Thus did this good 
prince, by a ſtrange kind of farality,. fall a ſacrifice to the j jea- 
louſy of his wicked ſervant, Who, thinkin to en groſs the fa- 
vour of his maſter, deprived him of life. The inteription on 
the monument erected afterwards to his memory at Wanke 6, 
by duke Ulric IV. reflects the higheſt honour upon him. 5 


0 e eee e monument are to be ſeen his fword, helmet, and 
arms, with the following STIs e VI PO nin fins, e 
engraved in golden letter : | | Facts 
| « Hoc tua nobilitas, toties ſpectataque virtus 
Promeruit, cippus ne rudis oſſa tegat, 


Dun Vliice; tibi data ſtirps eſt, — 
\ £2. #8 tulit extremum Stargaris alta ducem. | 
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Ha died vichout ie male, but left by His wife Eitharkils, 
dauyſhtes of William, :ptings'vf-Wetls'6#"Wendey, two pri- 
_ cefſesq-damtlyþ»Itigedutgs, married! EberWin;” count of 
Bentheim, and Elizabeth; abbeſs of Rhene.”'* 1 2 Ul 
ric's r felt to duke How's "who 
thus became poſſeſſed of the whole: | n oo ri 
family d. Wez eherefbre, mow *retutit 16 00 f incipel lle; 
and, in due order of ſueerſſion, ſhall give au accbünt of the ad: 
mia of ro the TW duke of Mecklenburg. 5 . 


2 50 5 Dh $1097 to ul 
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Nonne hac ad tumulum vagina conditus n Wen 

Princip Ulrici fatifes enſis erat? 38 2 WY | 
Hoe fido aceinctus gladio ſæpe hoſtica caſtra, 

' Spe duces fudit, Marchia terra; tuos. * 
17k £1 | Ho mms Maqno comin frlnipe ems 
18 At r r obs; t 60% 
ge grandzvum ferior atque dies. 
| Ervoy invft rebus, fe non fibi mixta veneno 

' Ignarus ſceleris pocula forte hibĩt. L895 gh. pI 4 
N IL T . fentiet adeſ abarem, $0 O48. I 
hai hor Hos cælum intuitus protulit ore ſono ?: | 
| ; 0 quantum belli, quantus cum fanguine ſudor, | 

' Quatuor obque aſſes vile toralque, Deus. | 

„Hog, Verum Ille ut merito poſthac in honore jaceret, n 
$444, 41 + FrincipisUlcici-hoe: nobile fecit opus. 4 00719 
od Virit perpetuo, mortiſque eſt neſcia virtus, wh Oo af 4 bo 
. | Ste bene meritis mia di ” TOA 
ne Pro preer ia gna manent. 1 | 
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Regency of the dutcheſt Catharine War hor Hide? nd the 
Honſe towns. Inſurrett ions in Wiſmar and Rqfocl. Compact 
of inheritance betwixt the bouſes of Mecklenburg and Same - Lau- 
enburg. The dukes of Mecklenburg ſucceed to the principality of 
Menden. The ducheſs reſigns the government to ber | ſons upon 
their coming to age. Diſputes" with the eleftor of | Brandenburg. 
| Death of the emperor Sigiſmund, and of his ſucceſſor Albert II. 
Death of duke 3 VIII. Dijſturbances in Sweden and Den- 
mark. Chriſtopher, duke of Bavaria, elected king of Denmark. 
His death. The houſe of Oldenburg ſucceedi to the crown of Den- 
mark. Duke Henry ſucceeds to the duchy of Stargard, upon the 

death of his couſin Ulric II. 9 of ts oh the Fat. His cha- 


_ rafter and Me. 
deten E VE R are misfortunes more ſeverely felt, than when 
ON they happen to be aggravated by the apparent proximity 


of thoſe enjoyments which are irrecoverably raviſhed from us. 
Such was the | impreſſion. made * the untimely fate of duke 


Albert 


bees D ο² N DAL T * 


Albert V. 5 on the diſconſolate inhabitants of Mecklenburg. 


This hopeful prince, the datling off che people, was ſnatched 
away from them in the bloom of youth, whilſt they fondly 
flattered themſelves with hopes of the greateſt bleſſings from 


his ſingular virtues, . and ſuperior capacity for government. 
Before he. could conſummate his nuptials with the lovely prin- 


ceſs of. Brandenburg, the torch of hymen was all on a ſudden 
extinguiſhed in the eternal night of death; and the country of 
Mecklenburg, 5 deprived of its prop, was left in a help- 
leſs, forlorn ſtate, charged with two infant princes, Henry and 
John, the ſons of duke John VII. Theſe princes, being of too 
tender an age to hold the reins of government in their own 


hands, were placed undrr the tuition of their mother Ca- 
tharine, who diſcharged her truſt with the utmoſt aſſiduity 


and care, and gave convineing proofs of extraordinary abilities. 


In this ſituation ſhe continued a confiderable time, for duke 
Henry VI. was born in 1418, and therefore; at his father's de- 
ceaſe, could be hardly five years old. Whether Henry VI. or 
John VIII. Was the eldeſt, we cannot determine with any cer- 
tainty, ſince we do not find any mention of the year in which 
the latter was born. The towns of Wiſmar and Roſtock are 


ſaid to have been nominated to the regeney by order of duke 


managed affairs ſo dexterouſly as to exclude thoſe cities from 
any ſhare in the adminiſtration. - She had, indeed, a very juſt 
—4 their domeſtic broils and diſturbances; for how could 

. thoſe citizens be ſuppoſed capable of navigating à large veſſel 
upon the ocean of politics, When they had not {kill ſufficient 
to guide their only little bark? To affiſt her, however, in the 


-regency, ſhe pitched upon two noblemen, Matthias Axkow, 


and Otho Vierregen. The former ſeems to have had the'prin- 
cipal management of affairs, and to have. wy abuſed the 
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Albert V. in conjunction with the ducheſs; but this prihceſs 


353 


39% 


18424. 
condud of 
her miniſter 
Matthias 
Axkow. 


that the quarrels of nations proceed rather from 


precipitately, from his too great contempt of the enemy, was 


7 * 1 5 TORY beck 


Dos mo the of the:two brothers, a war broke out 
with Brandenburg, Which ſeems to have had its riſe from a 
private q uarrel between Matthias Axkow, the ducheſs's ee 


| miniſter, and baron John Gans of Putlitz. The contempt 
in which the latter held the former, encouraged him to invade 


the territory of Mecklenburg. And thus it frequently happens, 
the private 
diſputes or intereſts of individuals, than from any contention, 
pique, or animoſity between the ſovereigns themſelves. - On 


the contrary, princes are often diſpoſed to live upon good 


terms with their neighbours, when the rapacity of their mini- 


ſters unfortunately ſets them at variance. In the preſent 
conteſt Axkow commanded the troops of Mecklenburg, and 
baron Putlitz thoſe. of — The baron Gr ante 


defeated and taken prifoner. As he had committed ſome out- 
rages upon the lands belonging to the church of Schwerin, he 
was delivered into the hands of the biſhap of that dioceſe, 
Henry of Wangelin, by whom he was kept in cloſe cuſtody, 
till he paid a conſiderable ranſom. In the mean time the 
ducheſs, by means of her miniſter, concluded an alliance with 
the two princes of Werle, Chriſtopher and William, with a 
deſign to ſupport each other againſt the power: of Brandenburg. 
The elector of that name was then employed by the emperor 
Sigiſmund againſt the Huffites in Bohemia, and had entruſted 
his ſon John, firnamed the Alchymiſt, with the government of 
Brandenburg. The contract of between duke Albert 


and the electoral princeſs, had, in a Brent meaſure, reſtored 


amity between the two courts ; but the untimely death of that 
prince, and the court of Mecklenburg's refuling to pay his 
bride's dower, were, in all probability, the motives that ex- 
cited the margrave 2 to ep n n beer between 
the two noblemen. 
HowEvER that may have been, the troops of Mecklenburg, 


| Joined by thoſe under the command of the princes of Werle, 
marched into the diſtrict of Prignitz, and 12 Pritzwald | 


and 


Gps CE A D 4. 


and Meyenburg, a bloody battle was fought with the army of 
Bramdenburg. The latter was commanded by John the Alchy- 
Hiſt in 
of Werle. Prince Chriſtopher was flain in the action, and 
Wich him ended the line of Robel. In the heat of the engage - 
ment, prince Willlam had like to have been taken priſoner; but 

Henry of Molzahn ſaerificed his own liberty, to prevent the 
prince from falling into the hands of the enemy. The bravery 
of this nobleman, and his extraordinary attachment to his ſo- 
vereign, deſerve to be perpetually recorded. Seeing his maſter 
in danger of being hemmed in on all fides, he ruſhed on with 
the utmoſt rapidity, and threw himſelf between prince William 
and the enemy, by which means he kept the Brandenburghers 
ſo long at bay, that his maſter had time to eſeape; but Molzahn 


ke himfelf was overpowered and taken priſoner. This gallant ac- 


tion was imitated in our times, by a noble officer in the Britiſh 
army, who, by generauſly riſking his own perſon, ſnatched 
another hero; of the fame name, 9 * of the hands of the ene - 
my. John of Aa, afterwards burgomaſter of Roſtock, was 
preſent at the battle of Pritz wald, where he acquired great 


alſo 
honour, but had the misfortune of being taken priſoner. A 


ceflation of arms was, at length, agreed to in 1426, and the 
next year the ION: [Ins concluded a definitive Wendy: of 
* b 


<NoMendrwab 
of Brandenburg, but diſturbances aroſe among the Hanſe towns 
along the Baltic, occafioned by the war between Eric, kingof Den- 
mark, and the counts of Holſtein. The king had refuſed to grant 
the inveſtiture of the duchy of Sleſwick to the counts of Holſtein, 
in any other manner than as a perſonal fief ; whereas the counts 
inſiſted on having it hereditary. Both ſides were. obſtinate, 
and after they had, for ſome time, tried the fortune of war 
with various ſucceſs, Erie had recourſe to the arbitration of the 
etmperor Sigifmund, who decided in favour of the Daniſh mo- 


„ Chama Latom- Crane: Beekr, Kluret, Corner, Lindenburg, Mylius, Schulte, 
Franck. £2 


"BEST - narch, 


iliey reflored on dhe fde of the elekorete 


„ A 
305 


The battle ad 
Pritawald. . 


perſon, who obtaineda complete victory over the princes 


1426. 


1427 
War between 
Denmark 


and Holſtein. 


tain his 


took the neceſſary precautions for their own defence. In pars, 
ticular, they ſolicited the Vandalic cities, or the Hanſe towns. 
along the Baltie, to arm in their favour, after convincing 


r HER 14 „ 1 & Raye Bech 


ben But che counts of Holſtein reſuliog to comply Sith | 
this decree, Eric aſſembled a numerous army in order to maia : 
pretenſions. At the ſame; time, the counts of Holſtein | 


them 


1 of the/juſtice of their cauſe. In the former part of r 
Henry of Holſtein, found means to make them ſenſible of the 


eſpouſed the intereſt of king Erie, but count 


pertiality of Sigiſmund's ſentence. They had ated, indeed, 


but very cooly in favour of Eric; and refuſed to furniſh him 


vith the ſuccours ſtipulated by the treaty. For it was rather 


their intereſt to promote the aggrandizement of a few petty 
princes, than to add to the already overgrown power of . a 
neighbouring monarch. They reſolved, therefore, to come to 
a rupture with Denmark, and to conclude an alliance with 
Holſtein. But before they declared war, they ſent a deputation 
to the king in the name of the whole confederacy, exhorting 


him to conclude a peace with Holſtein, and to put an end to a 


dieſtructive war, which interrupted their commeree. -/The king 


| made anſwer, . themmprron'a.alee 


ciſion; an anſwer, which the Vandalic cities ne ee as a 
declaration of war. e Dirt 40, Wor FI 
Mx Ax time, Eric a the FR of Sleſwick. ith... 
powerful army, and laid ſiege to the en of that name, as 


alſo to the town of Gottorp. Both fieges were puſbed on with 


great vigour, and the towns would, in all probability, have 
been obliged to ſurrender, had not Eric ſuddenly decamped, 


upon receiving letters from the Hanſe towns, containing a de- 


claration of war. This declaration was received like. a clap 


of thunder by the puſillanimous monarch.z he immediately | 


dropped his defign againſt Sleſwick and Gottorp, and returned 
in the utmoſt panic to his own dominions. Thus about twenty 
toyrns of moderate extent, at a conſiderable diſtance from cach 
other, incapable of acting in concert, and inhabited by artiſans 
and merchants, . by ea menaces awed and intimidated the 
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chief of choſe formidable nations, which even in 
had ſubdued the Roman empire. UNS Dai SSRN GS 44 
Pur firſt effect of this precipitate retreat, was the loſs of intimidated 
ile of Femeren, where the troops of Holſtein ſurprized the by the Kn 
_ fortreſs of *Glambeck. Another important fort, called Witt- wn. 
ſpang, Which the king had erected within ſome diſtance of 
Flenſburg, was alſo taken and razed to the ground. The king, He writes a 
in the mean time, wrote circular letters to the Hanſe towns in e N 
His on vindication, with a view of ſtirring u the eue Hanſe towns. 
againſt their magiſtrates. He repreſented to thoſe people, that | 
| the ſenate, by promoting a war againſt Denmark, had ſacrificed” 
the commerce and real intereſts of the confederate cities to pri- 
vate conſiderations ; that, in conſequence of this war, the mer- 
chants and traders in the ſeveral Vandalic ports, would be ex- 
cluded from all commerce with his ſubjects, and ſo advanta- 
geous a traffick bee fall into che rene 1 other 1 na- 
tions“. 
Tur Aratagem rand ſo well; that is tote of Roſtock Diſturbances 
. and Wiſmar, in particular, were thrown into a terrible combuſ- . 
tion. In Wiſmar, the citizens roſe up in arms, in order to call Roftock and 
their magiſtrates to an account. They began with chuſing e 
fixty ſtate inquiſitors, who depoſed the ſenate, and beheaded The burgh- 
two of the principal members of that venerable body. Their * 
names were John Bantſchow and Henry Von Haaren, both of their magiſ. 
them highly extolled for their public and private virtues. The 
children of thoſe worthy magiſtrates applied for juſtice to the 
ducheſs regent of Mecklenburg, and to the emperor, The 
ducheſs, in order to quell theſe diſturbances, was obliged to 
conſent to a change of the ſenate. - This condeſcenfion was 
owing'to'the private views of the prime miniſter, who was in- 
debted in conſiderable ſums to ſeveral of the riotous citizens. 
In order to get rid of this incumbrance, he made duke Henry, 
at that time only eight years of age, take a journey with him 
to Wiſmar. Here he availed himfelf of the name and autho- 


-rity of the prince, to put the new ſenate, choſen by the 5 
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that miniſter, and points out the reaſon Wh che affair — fry) 
ferred to the emperoriydecifion;” Thus is che welfare of a nation 
oftentimes ſacrificed to the private intereſts of thoſe, whom the 


Prince has been ſo unhappy as to enttuſt eee of be | 


Yernment; . 1064 $52 6 DRE Lbs nf e PUR (2 18722 
Siosmnnn who was then poſſeſſed of the Imperial crown, 

134 W tow of Wiſmar under the ban, the terrible conſequen- 

ces of which' were ſufficient to bring the burghers to their due 


oObediende. Inicaſe of contumacy; the-execution of the ban 


was committed te the dukes of „and to the city 
of Lubeck: An accommodation Was, however, effected = 
the cities of Lubeck, Hamburg, Luneburg, and Stralſutid 3 'an 
the town of Wiſmar was preſerved from ruin. The conditions 
of its ſubmiſſion, how ſevere ſoever they might appear in thoſe 
days, ſeem at this preſent juncture to be very eaſy; and, in ſome 
meaſure, ludicrous. 1. A ſolemn ſupplication, on both knees, 
was to be made to the relations of the two magiſtrates beheaded. 
2: Pompous obſequies were alſo to be performed in honout of 
their memory. 3. Two hundred married women and virgins 
were to offer up prayers for the ſouls of the deceaſed: 4. Three 
burghers/were to perform a pilgrimage, one to Rome, the other 
to St. Jago, and the third to St. Eobald in Swiſſerland, in order 
to obtain abſolution. 5. On the place where the murder of 
the ſenators had been committed, a monument was to be erect- 


ed, which ſhould perpetuate the infamy of that barbarous pro- 


cedure. 6. A chapel was ordered to be built, as an atonement 
to the Deity for the ſin of rebellion. 7. The town was to 

y a fine of fix hundred Rheniſh gilders, in conſideration of 
which it ſhould continue in — of all its rights and pri- 
vileges. So {light a puniſhinent for ſo heinous a crime, may 


naturally occaſion ſome ſurprize ; but it is to be obſerved, that 
—— — Sigiſmund, as well as his father Charles IV. had 


a ſingular regard for the Imperial cities, having received 

great aſſiſtance from thoſe. corporations; When Sigiſmund 

e to honour them with a ye they ,omitted no ele- 
| 1 ; | ans 5 
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Sance, howerer expenſive, that could contribute Wache an. 
tainment and diverſion . 802 560 144" 20 u | 


at Roſtock, in which city a court of ſixty inquiſitors was alſo * © 
choſen, in oppoſition, to the ſenate; but the magiſtrates made 
their eſcape betimes, and fled to the ducheſs regent for aſſiſt. 
ance... Mean while they were all depoſed by the turbulent citi- 
rens, and new members elected in their Read. The ducheſs, 
offended at this proceeding, had formed a reſolution to ſurprize 
the town with a body of troops, but was prevented by William, 
prince of Werle, who gave notice of her defign to the inhabit- 
ts. The motive that might have, induced that prince to act 
A treacherous a part, we cannot, at this diſtance of time, pre- 
tend to aſſign; but, that it was a compaſſionate regard for the 
diſtracted citizens; as well as a defire to prevent the effaſion of 
blood, and the ruin of a beautiful town, does not appear pro- 
able; for; even if the town had been taken by ſurprize, it 
auld have ſuſtained but very little damage, as the dukes of 
| Fi og po cy were greatly intereſted in its. preſervation : and 
with regard to the privileges of the inhabitants, they. were now 
ſo well | eſtabliſhed, that the dukes could not aboliſh. 
without the emperor's conſent. It is more likely, that having 
imbibed. the prejudices of his anceſtors, he was upon unfriendly 
terms with the ducal line, and therefore might be the more 
ready to obſtruct their intereſts. It is alſo to be obſerved, that 
e e muſt have been greatly ſoured by the compact of 
inheritance between the two branches; in conſequence of which 
he was debarred from bequeathing his dominions to his daugh- 
ters, and found himſelf obliged to leave them to the e for 
whom he had no affection. q 
Tux depoſed ſenate ap plied for redreſs wy the. empe eror Seit 
a and to the 1 of Baſil x. The latter Ae by 
Crantz. Chemn. ALawan/ Lindenberg, Behr, Franck; Hubner. 
4 This aſſembly was convened in 1431, in conſequence of the reſolutions of the 


council of Conſtance, that ſuch meetings ſhould be frequently held, in order to re- 
form both the head and members of ie, en the council of Conſtance | 
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The magif- 
_trates app 


emperor, and* _ 


the council of | e 
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the ſpiritual arms of excommunication againſt the town: 3 e 
rmer put it under the ban of the empire. It could not but 
de highly agreeable to the fathers of Bafil to ſee their authoriry 
increaſed: by al utes of this kind ;; and, at the fame time, an an 
Bonour paid tht) to which the popes alone had hitherto 
-aſpired. - But that was a period when princes were, almoſt, 
9 governed by ſpiritual directors. It was conſidered as 
a very edifying example, that an aſſembly of ſore hundreds 
1 prelates ſhould ſubmit to fo troubleſome an inquiry. "May it 
not therefore be reckoned a miſtake in ſome writers to imagine, 
that the Imperial | ban was ſufficient to make the city of Roſtock 
return to its duty? The inhabitants, it ĩs true, did not ſeem to 
take much notice, at firſt, of the excommunication, nor of the 
decree of council, by which the univerſity was alſo taken away 
from them, and removed to Grypſwalde. Nay, they obliged 
many of. the prieſts to continue their duty, and inflifted a pu- 
niſhment on thoſe who withdrew from danger. But the ban 
ſtruck ſuch a terror into the whole city, that, by the mediation 
of the Hanſe towns, they came to an agreement with the old 


"ſenate, by which the latter were reſtored to their former 
dignity, The Roſtockers however were treated with more 
9. indulgence than the burghers of Wiſmar, being permitted 


to retain their new magiſtrates; 0 that, for a debe 


time after, there were eight burgomaſters in that city. The 
excommunication and Imperial ban were taken off in 1440, and 
the univerſity reſtored in 1443. The removal of this ſeminary 
of learning to Grypſwalde, was, doubtleſs, the cauſe that the 
latter likewiſe obtained the honour of being erected into a uni- 


verſity. The Roſtockers were much diſpleaſed with the deſer- 


tion of their academicians, and in revenge withheld their reve- 


nue; ſo that ſome of the profefſorſhips were afterwards abo- 
liſhed, and the falaries of others much curtailed ; but after _ 
reformation they opined a aaa endowment" . 
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Bor to teturn to king Eric; though he had None Gol Witt 


e by his circular letters, yet he reaped no benefit himſelf 
from theſe "diſturbances. Early i in the ſpring of 1427, the ci- 


ties of the Hanſeatic confederacy ſent a powerful fleet to ſea, 
x which committed dreadful ravages on the coaſt of Denmark. 
It Was commanded by Gerard, count of Holſtein,” whoſe bro- 
ther Henry being, at the ſame time, at the head of à numer- 


* 
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The war be- 
tween Den- 
mark and the 
Hanſe towns 
continued. 


 6us' army, laid ſiege to Flenſburg. This prince acting rather 


with the bravery of a common ſoldier, than with the caution 
of a general, was ſlain by the ſhot of an arrow from the town. 


The befiegershearingufthe'death of their commander, were ſeized 
| with 2 panic, and endeavoured to ſave themſelves by flight. In 


the mean while, the Daniſh fleet met with ſome ſucceſs at ſea, 


having the good fortune to defeat a ſquadron of the Hanſeatic 
thips, which cruiſed in the Sound, and to ſeize ſeveral merchint | 


. veſſels richly laden. ' Notwithſtanding theſe advantages, king 


Eric was ſtill deſirous of coming to an accommodation with the 


HFanſe towns, -whoſe reſources he conſidered as inexhauftible. 
With this pacific purpoſe he applied once more to the emperor | 


— Sigiſmund; who thought himſelf piqued in honour to conclude 
this affair, and ſee the former ſentence properly executed. A 


negotiation was therefore ſet on foot, but proved ineffectual. 


The enſuing year hoſtilities were renewed by ſea and land. The 


- Hanſeatic fleet carried terror and deſolation into Schonen and 


Norway, where they ſet fire tb the town of Landſkroon, and 


made themſelves maſters of Bergues. On the other hand, the 
land forces under the command of Gerard, count of Holſtein, 
and William, duke of Brunſwick, marched into North Jutland, 
and reduced the whole country to a deſert by their ravages. 
The year following, Philippa, queen of Denmark, fiſter to 
* our. celebrated hero Henry V. fitted out a conſiderable ſquadron, 
in hopes of ſurpriſing the Hanſeatic fleet in the harbour of Stral- 
fund; but the expedition rhiſcarried, aud the Danes were en- 
+ tirely defeated. The king laid the blame of this misfortune 
upon the queen, and is ſaid to have uſed her with ſome indig- 
_ nity: this was | the cauſe of her retiring to a — where 
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Death of the #663, ſoot after, of a broken heart. She was 41 f 
dern . moſt Aüable ; und ara apes ras greatly Jamented 
by het diſconfolate ſubje&s, Wo TR WOE ue 
143 Towns the de e en ure pee tho cities of Stral- 
Peace ol fund and Roftotk; weatied out with u tedious and deſtructive 
N war, thought proper to conclude a ſeparate peace with Den- 
mark. Negstiations were, at the ſame time, tet en er e 
_ accommodating matters with the. other cities ; but they proved 
1432+ _ abortive : and it was not till the year 1432 that the Hanſe 
r obſerving the great improvements which the Hollanders 
| Had made in their commerce, by means of the difturbances'of 
the North; ſhewed themſelves defirous: of putting an end to 
hoſtilities. With this view a negotiation was begun at Horſen, 
to which they ſent their deputies: here à truce was concluded 
for five years, and a free trade mutually permitted. The next 
1433, Fear a congreſs met at Swinburg, but nothing was concluded. 
1433. At length the Swedes having begun to throw off the Daniſh 
yoke; king Eric, apprehenſive of the danger of contending 
with ſuch a number of enemies, thought proper to fign a'defini- 
tive peace with Holſtein and the Hanſeatic cities. In virtue of 
this treaty, the towns of Lubeck, Hamburg, Luneburg, and 
Wiſmar, were reſtored to all their former privileges and fran- 
chiſes in the three kingdoms ; and, . 
the liberty of fiſhing on the coaſt of Schonen: . 
1% e the miüdſt of theſe tranſactions, the ducheſs Aae of 
| Compait Mecklenburg concluded a compact of inheritance wich the 
with Se. houſe of Saxe-Lawenburg. To this treaty duke John VII. che f- 
Lwenburg. ther of our princes, had given a beginning; and it was at 
1 brought to a concluſion. by the preſent adminiſtration. 
The negotiation was ſet on foot, and brought to an iſſue, with 
duke Bernard II. of Saxe-Lawenpurg, uncle- to the ducheſs 
| regent T. f . as 
22 Soon after this negotiation, the line of Werle became ex. 
Werle ex- uind by the death of prince William; ant * 2 in we 
tina. 
* Crantz. . raked, Th Franck. 98 Men 
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Aiſputes ſhe came to an a 


"FR but alſo of the territory belonging tothem, and which had been 


1 


"a 0 B 9 A N L. * 


behalf of her bons, tonk poſſeſſion of that 


heritance, was grounded partly on .conſanguinity.and the re- 


© compeR,/; But as the dukes of Stargard had an equal right in 
blood, it became neceſſary to ſatisfy thoſe princes, and to make 


e d 
wu che widow of prince John XI. of Gultrow,. who: died wick- 
out iſſue in 2414-3 it is to be preſumed, that ſhe culti- 
vated a gnod underſtanding with the ſtates of Wenden, and 
thereby ſecured the poſſeſſion of that country to her ſons, againſt 
_ every other pretender. The right of the ducal line to this in- 


ceived: cuſtom of both branches, and partly on the family 


them ſome allowance for the equity of their claim. After ſome 


greement with theſe princes, in 14.39, by 


virtue of which they acquired Stavenhagen and Wrcdenhagen as an 
equivalent. This is not to be underſtood of thoſe twa towns alone, 


ſubject to the former lords of Werle. During the whole courſe 
of this negotiation, the ducheſs diſplayed extraoadinary abi- 
lities, and had the ſatisfaction of ter 
fair, without any effuſſion of blood, to the advantage and inter- 
_ eſt of her children. The ſtates of Wenden having, during this 
diſpute, embraced the ducal party, availed themſelves of the 
opportunity to obtain a confirmation of all their privileges : 
among the reſt it was particularly mentioned, that this Privgi- 
| ality ſhould never more be diſmembered &. n 


Bur there was ſtill another, and more ee ee e | 


20 this ſucceſſion ; namely, the elector of 1 jk Sk of the 
preſent branch of Hohen-Zollern. We ſhould, by . way, 
netice that, together with the electorate, Frederick I. was 


ceſſors to any part of the country of Mecklenburg, or to Pome- 
rania. Hence it was, that in ſupport of thoſe claims he 
waged war directly with the Pomeranians, who were not ſo 


a moſt intricate af- 


| inyeſted with all the feudal claims and pretenſians of his prede- 


1439 — 


tractable as the princes of thehouſe of Mecklenburg. The particu- 


lars of that war are foreign to our PP but their diſpute with 
, ® Beckr, Franck, Kluver. 
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1 „ 10 a Nik i | thebbuſoaf Mecklenburg daferyes Asiaten Fe u- 
. cal line ackneledged nd, othet juriſcliction but that ↄf the head 
A 5  - of cht empire ;/ but the lords of Werle, and, particularly, prince 
| Balthazar, had been obliged do pay homage-to the cleftor Fre- 
| derick I. for ſome diſtrits of his dominions. This it was that 
gave riſe to the claim, Which the elector of that name laid to 
| the principality of Wetle, upon the extinction of that branch. 

| However. the diſpute concerning this ſucceſſion was not deter- 
| mined byiforeo/of army butthe romtending\tarticaitionghitgeo- 
| . per to refer it to the arbitration of the emperor Sigiſmund, This 
| 


umtycy 


inſtance. of moderation does great honour to both houſes; ant 
| is, perhaps, the firſt and only one of the kind, that a eonteſt, 
The diſpute Of ſuch importance: bet wit two ſuch powerful families, wasliap- 
a 4 07 ſet- pily decided without bloodſhed. Particular eircumſtancës 
| contributed: to this amicable decifion of that famous con- 
teſt. The war, which had been carried on by Matthias 
Axkow againſt the electorate of Brandenburg, during the mi- 
nority of the two dukes, was happily coneluded in 1426, 540 
| 1 treaty of alliance and friendſhip between the two families. 
= cement, this alliance, the princeſs of Brandenburg was kit 
„ i ttrothed to duke Henry, and the nuptials were aftcrwards ctle- 
brated in 1436. Suech a concurrenee of circumſtandes muſt 
have been · naturally productive of a good underſtanding betwixt 
the two courts, which rendered them the more willing to de- 
ſtermine the diſpute” about the ſueceſſion of Werle in an amica- 
„ dle manner. At length this affair was ſettled by the treaty or 
g convention of Wittſtock in 1442. In virtue of that agreem ent, 


the principality of Werle or Wenden remained in polleſion'of 
or the dukes of Mecklenburgh ;- but, at the ſame'time, a c 


inheritance of inheritance was concluded between the two families; and the 


ARSE "> houſe of Brandenburg obtained el n ey furcofficn to the 
4 Rs br of Mecklenburg F. onde 5A In 
Wh $ 5 in en I e 1 Is | | 
114 * The compa of inderjiance is Remer ien in Weſtphal, Dijon Moc | 
5 | - tom. 4. | | 
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mom L and Albert II. Thie former: died at Tnaim in Mora- 
vin in 24%, after appointing his fon>indaw Albert, duke of 
Auſtrin) his univerſal heir: With him ended tlie race of em- 


Perors of the höuſe of Lutzelburg. After his deceaſe, the Im- 


perial crown:was conferred/on Albert II. duke of Auſtriaj and 
continutd in that family till ite extinction in 1740 Albert 


reigned but one year: having indulged himſelf in eating a great 


quantity of fruit, he was attacked with a violent dyſentery, 
Which put an end to his days in 1439. The electors aſſembling 
at Frankfort in 1440, unanimouſly agreed to fill the vacant 
throne with Frederick III. of Auſtria, ſirnamed the Pacific; and 
br ve of tis prodecelier Arden, Wen e . 
Tux ducheſs regent bring ſertled the ſuceeſion of: Werle t to 


now grown to years of: At the ſame time expired the 
power of her miniſter, Matthias Axkow;- after. he had been the 
cauſe of ſubjecting the whole country of Mecklenburg to the 
anathemas of the council of Baſil. A violent quarrel between 
Akow and the clergy gave occafion to this ſevere cenſure. 
Axkow having a diſpute with ſome of the tenants of the dean 


and chapter of Abr ordered them to be arreſted: the cauſe 


of that diſpute we do not ſind ſpecified ; but it appears, that the 


dean and chapter appl 
the priſoners. The 


ied to the ducheſs for the enlargement of 


would a The 
ao biſhop of Lubeck being apprized of the affair, adviſed the mak- 
ing repriſals on Axkow, who was then performing a pilgrimage 
in Swiſſerland, not far from Baſil, where the biſhop then affiſted 
at the council. Accordingly Axkow was arreſted. In revenge 
for this affront, the friends of that miniſter laid hands on a 
. prieſt" belonging to Lubeck, and ſent him to priſon. The 
prieſt died in confinement; which Sa ſuch offence. to the fa- 
1 ee ene en. | 


agree to no terms whatever without his conſent. 


this diſpute, two aa Sigil. 


| her ſatisfaction, hot eters f. eu v. to her ſons, who were 


application, however, proved ineffectual, 
the miniſter being in ſuch favour with the ducheſs, that ſhe 


emperor 81- 
giſmund, 


and of Albert 
3 


The ducheſs 
reſigns the 
government 
to her ſons. 


The council: 


of Baſil ex- 


communi- 
cates the 


country of 
Mecklen-- 


burg. 
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Pai 15 73 f "apur by the invention of: the typogtaphical art. 


735 With ſome difficulty the ducheſt obthined abſblution for Mer 


N at Dobberan. His arms are engraved on his tombſtone, with 


n 'B AE RATIO! A Boch V. 


de, nen av kl, that they thundertd out thi nteace 
of excommunica tion againſt the whole country! of N 


ſelf and ſubjects 3 but the - anathema ſtill continued againſt 
Axkow and all his adherents: At length the affair vrus compro- 
miſed, and Axkow, upon paying a conſiderable ſine, and found- 
ing a chapel to pray for the ſoul of the deceaſed prieſt, was (et 
at liberty, and abſolved. He died in 1448, and was interted 


, als inſcription 255 A. D. 1445. in vigilia — D. 
Matthias Axkowe hujus eceleſiæ amicuss ln 7 07 
Aro this time the German nation acquired ithiebrad bb 
"DThe-author of 
this moſt. noble and uſeful invention, was Jahn Gu | 
a gentleman of Mentz +, who firſt conceived an idea of the ire, 
bus was obliged t ae ſince of John Fauſt and Schorffer in 
arrying it into execution.” Fauſt was a man of property i that 
Jos and Schoeffer his domeſtic, who afterwards roſe to be his 
ſon-in-law.  "Theit firſt eſſay was to cut letters on wooden 
blocks, by which phos Frey printed a Latin „ call- 
ed the Catholicon, about the year 4450. But as theſe blocks 
could ſerve only for a ſingle page, the work was irk- 
| ſome and tedious z ſo that they afterwards had recourſe to move- 
able types, which were at firſt of wood, but. Schoeffer carried 
the art to its perfection, by making them of caſt· metal. We 
cannot tell, for a certainty, what book” they firſt printed; the 
oldeſt we know of is a Latin Pfalter, in quarto, of the year 
1457; the next is Durand's Rationale, in folio, of the year 
14359 the third the Catholicon, of 1460 the fourth n M-- 


5 . Cramzins; Latoraus, Chemnitz, 8 Del, 


+ John Mentel, a citizen of Straſburg, is alſo. mentioned as the firſt | inventor © 
: 4172 ; but this fact is not fo well atteſted. It is certain that the fitſt impreſſions,- 
with dates, beat the name only of Fauſt and Schoeffer. Lawrence Kuſter, a citizen 
of Harlem, had made uſe of typography before this time, but his types were only 


engraved on wooden blocks, FO VO Leg yon OW 
by the Chineſe, 
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ble, dba. All cheſe were printed at Monte, 0 ad: 
Schaeffer; who likewiſe publiſhed 'Ciceto's/ Offices, in 1466. 
From-theace- this uſeful diſcovery ſoon ſpread itſelf over all 
Eupe, and by it the ſtate of tene was for ever ended 
upon;a firm and immovable baſis &. tl ; 
Ius ſame year in which e e of Wittock was 
concluded, duke John VIII. breathed his laſt, at twenty-three duke 3A 
years of age, after having been fix years aſſoeiated in the adi VIII. 
niſtration with his brother. His be was Anne, princeſs of } 
Pomerania, by whom he had only a daughter, named Anne, 
, who was afterwards married to Wratiſlaus, duke of Pomerania. cid 
By the death: of the above prince, the government fell intirely Adminiftra- 
into the hands of his brother, duke Henry, who diſtinguiſhed poke a 1 
his adminiſtration by preſerving peace and order among his ſub- - | 
jets, and ſuppreſſing the outrages of public robbers. Vet the 
wars which he waged againſt Pomerania, laſted the greateſt part 
af his teign, being often ſuſpended by ceſſations of arms, eſpe- 
ciall > bf 6 ena the Fomeraniens were attacked 35 the e of | | 
i + un diſpute $ 6 and 3 was o- Cauſe of the 
ing to the following cauſe. Otho III. duke of Rida Hap- 2 
pening to die w ithout ĩſſue male, Frederick II. elector of Bran- and Bran- 
denburg, laid claim to the ſucceſſion in virtue of ancient com- enburg- 
packs £ Inheritance. On the other hand, Eric II. and Wra- 
tiflaus X. dukes of Pomerania, put in their claim alſo, as near- 
eſt male relations to the dukes of Stettin. After various at- 
tempts to ſettle the affair by the means of negotiation, the ſeveral. 
competitors had recourſe to arms, and were ſupported in their 
pretenſions by their friends and allies. The dukes of Meck- 
lenburg and Stargard eſpouſed the cauſe of the elector of Bran- 
| denburg, and the war alte many years with various ſuc- 
_ ceſs.” But the circumſtances of theſe wars are too inconfider- 
able to äeſerve a place in this hiſtory, as they roceed no-far- 
ther than ſkirmiſhes, and the plundering of cattle. This made 


rap ian by giving him the ro PL / bY 


115 . of Pomerania, uſed frequen 
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Wann Cow thler®: It is laid Unt Jokchim, 
tly to expreſs his Turprize at 


tie number of cows: hides taken in thoſe incurſions” by the 
: Mecklenburghers. He found it difficult to comprehend to What 


D with 
Lubeck. 


{; | Private correſpondence. | Several waggons loaded with gobds, 
were 


burg. 


uſe duke Henry could apply them. There is no foubt but, at 
that ' time, Pomerania Had very little ſpecie ſo that the tnemy, 


tilities to the plundering of cattle . 


f lawful proprietors.” As a conſiderable quantity of it conſiſted 


finding no hopes of contributions in money, Coney. their hoſ- 


' : Y: $4 {4 E - 3 $3.38 
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H * 
Dux Henry had ſome diſputes in 1443 ich we city of Lu- 


beck, occaſioned by the depredations and outrages of che ban- 
ditti, with whom ſome of the duke's houſhold officers held a 


plundered on the road from Frankfort to Lubeck; by 
robbers who hovered on the borders of Prignitz and Mecklen- 
The violences of theſe banditti the Lubeckers imputed 
to the duke's connivance, which made them prepate to invade 
the territory of Mecklenburg. But this troubleſome affair was 


happily accommodated by a treaty'in the village of Slukup, not 


far from Lubeck, and part of the plunder was reſtored to the 


in pepper, the Mecklenburghers were, for a long time, called 
Piperarii, or Pepper- men. The duke himſelf was an enemy to 


all violence and rapine: and, indeed, during his whole reign; - 


he acted with ſuch, vigour againſt the banditti, that, at length, 


| he] had almoſt exterminated that deteſtable confederaey f. 


1481. 
Dreadful 


peſtilence. 


Diſturbances 
in Sweden 
and Den- 
mark. 


which ſwept away great numbers of the inhabitants, It is faid, 
4 died as faſt as the leaves fall from the trees in autumn &. - 


_ Swedes,: lene with king Eric for not de the oa 


Tx1s year a dreadful plague : broke out in Mecklenburg, 


that in the Vandalic. cities alone, above a hundred thoufand 
men were deſtroyed by this fatal ſcou rge, and that the people 


1216. 


The 


Duin the diſturbances. on the ſide of Pomerania, 
e had happened in Denmark and Sweden. 


„Huber. + — Chemn. Mic, a. al] 1 
t Crantzius, Franck, Buckholtz. INES ee e 
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_ , Kiitfndel atchis (coronation; to govern according to the 10. ol. 
the realm, (reſolved to throw” off the Daniſh Joke On the | 
other hand, the Danes alſo withdrew their allegiance from the 1 
+ ale prince, whom they charged with waſting toò much of bis 4 
e wane ny rapes Lorry roche . 75 = 

i This induced the ſtates of Denmark to offer the 
ton pa Chriſtopher, duke: of Bavaria, nephew to king Eric, 
and grandſon of Mary of- Mecklenburg, the daughter of Henry TA 
Thus was this unfortunate prince ſtripped of three 17 | 
| kingdoms, and obliged, in 1439, to withdraw to Pomerania, 
where he ſpent the remainder of his days in the tranquility ß 
philoſophical retirement. During his abdication, he amuſec 9 
bimſelf with compoſing a chronological hiſtory of the kings of | _ 
Denmark, from the a tins} of the monarthy to: the year 5 
1288 *. eil. =_ 
CHRISTOPHER. III. n of John, duke! of Bavatia, by tis Chriſtopher, 
wife Sophia, ſiſter to Eric, king of Denmark, accepted of the duke of Ba- 
invitation of the Daniſh ſenate, and was declared: ſovereign of 
. the three kingdoms. After he had ſettled the affairs of go- 
vernment;at home, he began to turn his thoughts to foreign 
concerns. Among theſe, the object which chiefly Weder 
attention, was to reduce the over- grown power of the Hanſe 
towens, and particularly that of the city of Lubeck. Whether 
- he thought it neceſſary for the welfare of his ſubjects, to check 
the inſolence of thoſe republicans, who by their extenſive com- 
merce were become lords of the ſea, or whether he was actu- 
” ated, on this occaſion, by private motives of revenge, he plan- 
ned a ſcheme for humbling thoſe haughty merchants; in the 
executing. of which, he wanted the aſſiſtance of a few. Ger- 
man princes. | As a means of engaging thoſe princes to enter 
into his views, he appointed a meeting at Wilſnac, a ſmall 
town ſubject to the elector of Brandenburg. 11 order to meet 
72 oe confederates without giving any umbrage to the Hanſe 
towns, Chriſtopher put on the habit of a pilgrim, and taking 


„Mr. Mallet denies this prince to have been the author of tat hiſtory; ut the 
general opinion is againſt him. | 


Vor. II. N Gg 8 Te, Lubeck 
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i "07TY is wg nerves fue ab Wine: As this acting: 
Ware: preſent” Freducick IE. clector af Brandenburg „ Henry, 
de e Mecklenburg; Otho; Wilham. -and( Henry, duket of 
__ Branſwmck, with ſeveral other princas. But this congret. 
proved of no effect, Adolphus, count; of HolGeing refuſing 
to enter into the king's meaſures; on to be condernat in an enter- 
Ptize Which he faund no way condacive ta his awn; interedts. 
. Kine Christopher, not at all, diſcancerted- with this diſup- 
| deſigns a= NPINtment, reſolxed to wait for another opportunity of reſtraining 
cape; ph . e of the Hanſe towns. - With this view he collected a 
den. numerous fleet, by ſeizing upon the Englifh and Dusch waffels in 
the Sonnd, and enriching himſalf with, their ipal. This ſtep, 
Daweveg is aſcribed to the rapesiguſneſs of tote nations-who, 
being naw; grown. rivals. of the Hanſoatio gities;. would: fain 
uſurp, as the Daniſh writers pretend, the excluſive commeree 
A the Nogth/#.- But the Daniſh monatch, before ho had 
rtrggouxſa to ce. wes: reſol ned: to make: uſe: af a; ſtratagem, 
- Ip, hopss.of ſurpriging the town oh ILubeals. To prauent any 
ſuſpicion of lis. deſign, he fixlhi repaired. to Rofſtock;. where: the 
inhabitants reccivedihin, and: his attendants, with great marks | 
f reverence. He: then drew nran to Lubgoky and fined hie 
quarters, at; Heiligenheven, dhe 3 
1447+. © $oogs after His arrival: in this neighbourhoodꝭ under 
pretence.of. holding a conference with. the magiſtrates; he de- 
ſired admittance. inte the towns. wick his numerous retinue, 
The magiſtrates. prudentiy declined admitting fuch dangerous 
gueſts within their walls; a which ſaved: their city 
from.deftruQiion, While: the propoſal was in agitation, there 
happened ap adventure which. totally diſconcertedi the king's 
projet, A. number of, Genman. princes. had entered inte an 
3 ee e IG him at Lubeok, in-order 


| Fe | eta 
wb * This difference ABS the Danes and the Fagihcantingedei che ent i 
1 l a treaty of peace Was concluded between, Chriſtian 1. and Henry VI, by which 
| the Engliſh merchantg wege-deprived-of the liberty of trading to Teeland; Finmarck, 
Helgeland, 8c. . "This * we oi 7 8 aun. 
be . 


EY © © N D U AG „ 
N meaſures/at: the pretend ed conference. iThefe 

priaces are ſaid do have introduced a quantity of arms into Lu- 
2 begſheads intended tu hold wine. A 
mumber of ſoldiers, diſguiſeũ rams? 9c, voy poorer 
mirctomakeaſeof ERR Carry tears 
Hood, But: hbuſe e r to dale 


fte, the German princes, and the ſoldiers of) that nation, inja-— 
gining this to be cht fignal, flocked ih cronds 10 the gatrs, and 


— xlifrovercd thei? arms. The burghers tobk care to ſtop thin, 
and 00 inqzuire into the feaſon of this behaviour. The Germans 
in wain endesrunned to pailiate the deſign, under a pretence of 
3 after che manner” of their ountry, in caſo 


7 


of fire. Thit would not ſutisfy the inhabitants; the rangers 


were all turned but of the ton; and thus a cataſtr was 


prevented, — ok proves Uefirative"ts ths Han | 


ee ee 1 K 4 
nr king was 26 80 all difoonctinied as che Witsswttsge. 
g . have recdurſe to open forte, fine he had 
"FAY nd longer auy prolpett of tweeecting: by feratagem. But another 
unt 
__ruln; e Mad aflera bled: the- Rates of Sweden at Jonkoping, 
and was ſut out upon his journey to Ra Kingdom; in order to 
eConcost farther meaſures for NE the Hanſe towns, hen 
een eee bin an the ſixth of January, 1448, at Helfi 
burg. The great treuſure he Rad amaſſed, made 5 
imagine, chat Ho had determined te — thre; and 
t retite into Germany, after the etample of his predeceſſor: 
But he renioves- chis ſufpieien himſelf in his laſt hours, by a de- 
elarstion on his deathobed. As he died without iſſue, the Kates 
of che kingdom 
Adolphus, duke of Slefwick, and count of Holſtein, in Hopes 
or 'infitiny thoſe provinces for ever to the crowh'r Denmark. 
But Adelphus conſulting the g60d of his fübjects, whole in- 
tereſts — not hut he ablerbel > the fupcrior vreightof Den- 


2 . . n mark, 


CT 


2venc- preſerved the Hanſt t ofice more from 


People 


unahittoufly agreed to confer the crown on 


1448. 
Death or 


an 


Chriſtopher 


III. kin 


of 


Denmark. 


35 n = 1 as r 0 4 * Pry 
_ eee and nin 
| neſs altogether: ungommon- among princes: \- Ab the fare time 
of he.recommendedihis:nephew'Thriſtian;' ſecond fon” of Theo- 
dorick, count of Oldenburg a prince bred up at the tourt of 
Adolphus. The propoſition being agreeable to che ſenate; chat 
pong prince was without delay, elected king by the Danes 
'\ | and Narwegians, by the name of Chriſtiatr I. and un two 
_ -_ — Þ kingdoms have ever fince continued im his family'*;- 407 ont 
Aﬀairs or | Mans thendeceaſe of: C of Bavaria, the Swedes 
Sweden, choſe another: king forthemielves,” Charles Canutſon; great 
marshall of the crown.” This Was p ive of a war between 
the two nations, by which the unhappy k of Sweden 
was brought to the brink of deſtruction. Charles having; by his 
Hhaughty behaviour, incenſed the nobility; particularly the ſpiri- 
tual lords, was compelled by John, 1archbiſhop-of Upfal, to retire 
| to Pruflig : rene en- e was crowyned king of Sweden 
in 1458. But the Swedes being diſſatisfied with his admini- 
ſtration, recalled Canutſon in 1463, and the war was renewed 
between the two kingdoms. Charles Canutſon, after being re. 
ſtored in 1464, was once more obliged to reſign the crown; by 
the archbiſhop of Lunden. Nils Sture, and Eric Axelſon, two 
of the chief nobility of Sweden, formed a party againſt the areh- 
biſhop; by means of which, Canutſon was a third time ſeated 
on the throne in 1468 yet the kingdom was diſtracted with civil 
vvrars during the remainder of his reign; for he had little more than 
the title of king, and the biſhops and lords ſtill retained an abſo—ʒ 
lute authority over their numerous vaſſals. This print died at 
S8toctcholm in 1470; and his ſiſter's ſon, Steen Sture, was declared 
a adminiſtrator of the kingdom. Chriſtian, king of Denmark, 
| being determined to aſſert his right to the crown of Sweden, 
appeared with a conſiderable fleet. before the city of Stockholm, 
and landed a body of troops near an eminence called Bruncken- 
burg. of Which he made himſelf maſter. Here the Danes were 
attacked by Steen Sture, and totally routed. ere return 
1 eme, Wha 2 r Crantzids, ; Mallet. * nod fy” 
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deen his tattered Ace to thei coat H Denmark; and from 


that tima gane up all thoughts of proſecu 
_ crawny of. Sweden... Theſe tranſactions of the two i 
crown we have throyn into one point of view, for the ſake of 


As che year 140 died without iſſue male; Adolphus, duke of 
Sleſwick. and. oount of Holſtein and gtormar, the king of Den- 
markes maternal uncle. The duchy of Slefwick teverted in- 
eonteſtably to the crowu of Denmark ; but there was ſome dif- 


tions of the late duke Adolphus, were the only heirs: of the 


male line. The king, however, prepared to aſſert his pre- 


tenſions by f orce of Ams, when the affair was happily. accom» 
maodated by the interpoſition of the biſhop of Lubeck. Hol- 


Rein, and Stormar were eeded to the Daniſh;monarch, on con- 


dition of his paying the ſum of forty thouſand ducats to Otho, 
count of Schawenburg, and giving ſatisfaction to his brothers, 
 Gerardand Maurice. Not long after this tranſaction the king's 

brothers came to a rupture, both laying claim to the county of 
Delmenhorſt upon the death of their uncle duke Adolphus. 


ed. wo, . — 1 i . , * 4 * 12 » . > : F N . 
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ficulty concerning the ſucceſſion to Holſtein: and: Stormar. 
Otho, count, of Schawenburg, and his eight ſons, diſtant rela- 


The king eſpouſed the intereſt of Gerard, and by his mediation 


the brothers: were reconciled. Maurice dying within two or 
three years, after that gyent, a violent diſpute aroſe between 
king Chriſtian and count Gerard, who demanded- a large ſum 
oethe king as heir and executor to Maurice their brother. 


cordingly he entered: the country. of Holſtein with: a body of 
troops, and ſurpriaed ſeveral of the ſtrong holds, taking upon 
bimſelf the title of governon of Holſtein; · To ſettle this dif- 
ference, the king convened a diet at Kiel, where he attended 
in-perſon. Upon his promiſing to pay the money contended for, 
1 e e * "> 208" 
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rard had recourſe to arms in order to maintain his right. Ac- 


1465. 


3 2 Lal dae Gbried Nen Cehsed 
... OR, r 
„ K he is ein Tab pen Tr ny 
gh eee incenſed at tine freſh inftanee ef trenehery in 
1 ede eee e ee eee int the eee granted 
if 928 nuim, che more infatiable was his ambition.” Te therefore den 
8 termined to head an ν n perſbm is brdervio Steele the te- 
1 4 | 2 bels. At the fame time he applied for afliftance/ts his utes, 
. doom the behartobr of cmune Gerard had ast Gumdedt On 


* tos att 9301 a8 U 


ee tie oveaBen, duke Henryof' Necklenbucg fent a ſtrong body 
"Pp 211 wee ae —— hearing ef Chri- 
$ 10 8 e tlas a ſuperiot force, fled witk precipitation, 
and leſt the Fridelanders: at the mercy of their' ed fove- 
reign.” The king indeed; ſhewod chem tnerey, ey, and only pu« | 
nithed the | chat rebellion ®,: SH 6+ io HHtoFI 
25 3 Enklsrian I. had-diſpliyed' his motleratiom on another 
5 coccaſion, in taking paffoſſiom of the counties of Melſtein und 
8 1 Stormar, upon the death of Adulphus, duke ef Siefwic; As 
1 | | he received the oath of allegiance from his vaſſate; he likewtſe 
1 dane homage ae de e t anne, which bn. 
4 „„ _ ated within the j juriſdiction of Stormar, : But open a repteſen- 
MR | e that his — 
| fied with a promiſe of obedience, without over taking an oath, 
WE: he deſiſted from his demand; Such an inſtante of moderation 
8 . in king Chriſtian; was the oocaſion:of His 'being>choſen'arbitre< 
$68 Om toy to cotpols the diftuebances'in-@revat —— 
| | | ieh firſt broke out in the city of Luneburg. Th thy. 
3» e of that place, obſerving the ino of the public debt, 
bi thought proper to caſe the people by applymg ſorne of the of< 
| FEAT ſecte of the church te diſcharge dhe incurbrance. This pro, 
eceding pave great offenos c ef Sehweren and Lu- 
beek, and a reproſontation to: the pope, tlie ſenute and in- 
. habitants were laid under eccleſiaſtical cena. The thunder 
275 8 E Pcntan, Neurf. Puffend. Waller, Bechr. rear Hd rf imer 
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cCbunty of Holbein, was choſrn mediator: for tha racouciling 


ſelf under: the protection of Charles the Bald, duke of Bur- 


wen n in Es 08 


oß the Vatioan-throw-the. Cu of Lunchung-iato-a combuſtion, 


the iohabizants] roſe up in arms, depoſed the magiſtrates, and 
— penn in their ad, The like: violetices were com- 


mitted: by the ſeditious burghers in Lubeck and Hamburg. 
Chrictian E happening them tu reſide at Rainfalden in the 


o thoſe diſſarances. eee eee 
by his good offices, a perfect recunciliation enſued between bit 
 povplpami the clongy:of the Hane dn TO Hed ul 


Vi come now to one of the laſt ſcenes of; this famous: ther TY 7 


: napelt's life; in which: he aged by: the aflitance-and:;advice of Ning Chric 


x prince af the houſe ef Mecklenburg- Having malle a vom between e 
to-utdevtake'a pilgrimage: to Rome, he ſet out upon his jour diele ill. 148% 
ney ini 2474. attended! by the dukes of Saxony and; Lawenburg. and Charles 
Is his way he. paid a viſit to the emperor Frederick III. ar Ro. 14. 
thenburg, and chmee ee ee that the counties .-. 
Folſtein and Stormar, witił che country of the Ditmar ſians, 
ſhoulc be formed into one: ftate; by the title of the ef e 
Holſtein: at: the ſame: time the inveſtrdd Chriſtian with made a da- 
this whole vountrꝝ in the uſual form. From thence he Purſued chy. 
his route to. Rome, where he was. received with 
distinction by. pops Sirtus IV. Upon: his return, hearing of 
the operations of the armies on the Rhine, he went out of his 
way i onder to reconcile. the contending: parties. The nobility 
of the eloctorate of Cologne: had refuſerb to obe their ſovereign, 
Nobert off Bavaria, whio woulit:faur reſume the lands which his 
Had alienated: from ther aruhiepi ſcopab demeſne. 
Fhe chapter depoſed: the olector, and ſuhſtituted in his wum, 
Herman, e Heſſe. Robert, the elector, put him 


* 


gandy, whoundertoak: to bring the chapter to teaſon. With 
this vier Chatles laid ſiege to Nuys, a finall town in the bi- 
 ſheprio of Cologne, ſitnated on the banks of the Rhine. The 
tewn veas:defended: with: great: valour by Herman; for the ſpace 
ofa: whole year, when the garriſun was reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity. The emperor Fred Wit alarmed at the ambitious 
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: FE ag Albert, elector of Branden 


the ſame time a body of Swiſs 
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rict Mlatice: With Lewis KI. king 
burg, commanded the 
Imperial forces; Albert, elector of Saxony, bore the ſtandard of 
the empire z and the whole army encamped in the neighbourhood 
of Nuys, in order to watch the motions of the beſiegers. At 
troops had penetrated into Franche 
Comte, and Lewis XI. invaded Picardy. In this fituation'of 


affairs, Chriſtian offered his mediation, which. was accepted, . 


' " «© » 
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der to make uſe of his connſel and advice in this important ne- 


Duke Mag- 


nus of Meck- 


enbu em- 


joyed in the 
5 emperor. The former engaged to pay the latter two hundred 


thouſand crowns, and to marry his daughter to the archduke 


negotiation 
between the 
emperor and 
Charles ou 


Bold. 


Iaſurrection 
at Wiſmar. 


to the duke of Bur 
the — blood. The Daniſh monarch, being well ap- 


nus II. ſon of Henry, duke of Mecklenburg, thought proper to 


burgomaſter's ſon, a canon of Schwerin, in 


rgundy and the emperor, in order to prevent 


prized of the g great penetration aud 


political abilities of duke Mag- 


invite. that prince to the Imperial camp upon the Rhine, in or- 


gotiation. Duke Magnus accardingly complied with the invita- 
tion; and after ſome time ſpent in conferences, an accommo- 


dation at length.cnſued between the duke of Burgundy and the 


Maximilian. The affair of Cologne was referred to the pope's 
deciſion, the e AY to CE and Ons * . 
Deninark .. 1 . 

Sven were the foreign en e in which the rl: i 1 
Mecklenburg had any concerns, in duke Henry's reign; we 
ſhall now. take a view of what paſſed in the duke's;own territo- 
ries, or thoſe of the neighbouring princes. In the year 1462, 
an inſurrection happened at Wiſmar, on account of a burgoma- 
ſter, who was accuſed of having forged ſome letters, but to 


what purpoſe is not mentioned. The citizens, not ſatisſied with 
this magiſtrate's defence, began to be riotous, when he thou ght | 


proper, for the ſafety of his perſon, to retire. to Lubeck. The 
terpoſed in the 


quarrel, and committed ſome open violences 


v We Heide, Barre. | 3 
N 73 AT 1 ner, 


againſt the Wiſ- 
marians. In the midſt of theſe tranſaktions he was taken pri- 


- 


\ 
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foner; but had the good fortune, ſo6n uftet, to make his eſcape. 
90 prudently did duke Henry conduct himſelf on this occafion, | 
that theſe flames of diſcord were ſtifled before they could ſpread 
to any conſiderable diſtance; The War e 6H was' need, 
and all animoſities ſubſided - - 
Tux enſuing; year an affair happened at Grevſimublen, FR 
Mecklenburg; the relation of which will, perhaps, | recreate 
the mind of the reader long occupied with events of a ſerious - 
nature. Marinus a Fregano, legate from pope: Pius II. to the 
northern kingdoms, had been very active in collecting great 
ſums of money, which gave riſe. to heavy complaints, being 
extorted from the poor and the ignorant. But it is a trite ob- 
ſervation,” that the advantages 
permanent. Part of this treaſure, which the legate depo- 
fited with ſome merchants of Lubeck, in order to have it for- 
warded to Frankfort upon the Maine, was ſeized upon by Wil- 
liam the Warlike, duke of Brunſwick ; and a-confiderable por- 
tion was demanded back by  Cafimir III. king of Poland, and 
Chriftian I. king of Denmark. The legate, notwithſtanding, . 
had ſaved a great ſhare of it, and was conveying it from Lubeck 
to Wiſmar, when he accidentally dropped a bag in the neigh- 
bourhood of Grevſmuhlen, which contained four thouſand two 
hundred and forty florins. The bag was found by a poor wo- 
man, ho carried it home and gave it to her huſband. The 
man, upon receiving this ũnexpected ſupply,” immediately paid 
his debts, bought decent cloaths for himſelf and his family, 
Furniſhed his houſe handſomely,” and began to live in an afflu- 
ene unknown to him before. The neigbours were all greatly 
ſurprized, and unable to conceive how he could come by wy 
wealth. Various were the reports and conjectures it 
riſe to; at laſt the affair came to the ears of duke . 
The duke ſent for the man, queſtioned him concerning the af 
fair, and inſiſted upon his telling the whole truth! The man 
ingenuouſſy confeſfed the fact, and put the remainder of the 
9 into the duke's hands. Marinus the REES, 1 who hd 
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cumſtange,' waited upon the duke, and demanded the money, 
being deſtined, as ho affirmed, by the-pope, for defraying che 
1 an expedition againſt the Turks, The duke. made 
anſwer that he had not been intruſted with the money by the 
legate, that it had been aceidentally found by a perſon, Who 
 quandercd. it awtay extrauagantly. and that his own officers had 
neglected to makè him refund it into the treaſury. Thus were 
tha rapacious views of the legate fruſtrated ; and he had the | 
martification to return to his maſter exapty-handed. * 
Die te- Nor long after this event, was held a diet — 4 
' renberg] order of the emperor Frederick T1 At this aſſembly, Henry duke 
2 Mecklenburg, and Ulric, duke of Stargand were preſent. 
| This diet is remarkable for s treaty of public peace during five 
| = years, and. fos the diſtrihution of che ſtates: of the empire into 
'- _ "three colleges, thoſe of electors, princes, and cities; for hi- 
11 1 hin een deen ee 5 


b. r a, N Ubie died a 2 years. after the! Giga Naaabaiy : 
Pake Henry and, with, him, ended. the, branch of Mecklenburg: Stargard +. 
the ducky Immediately; upon his deceaſe, the dukedom of that name de- 
guad. volued to duke Remy VE withqut any oppofition. Phe 
© Jen Th ' duke. improved the.revenues of this country by the toll of Rib= 
rot or Rib. Ritz ang. Greuſmuhlen, Which were granted to him by: the 
| nitzand emperot Frederick III. at the diet off Ratiſbon. But this gave 
Grevſmat- umhbrage to the I-ubeckers, who conceived it to be a: violation. 
their privileges; and ſo ſtrenuouſiy was that innovation op- 
poſed. by thoſe citizens, that the duke thought proper to:defif, :, 
and t the Labeclers. maintained-their ancient __ aud een ; 
S 9 of, COmmerg. Fs. 
| Frinflaw, DUKE nee of Weed | 
OR 1 of Stargard, exerted; himſelf to the utmoſt to promote hafmony | 
5 OE and friendſhip among his neighbours, and, particularly, to put 
an end to the ĩnvetarate een che elector WO 
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+ bring aul the duke of Pomerania. With this n e previlles 
on chuſt princes-andithe other neighbouring ſtates to hold à con- 
gfeſs at Prinſlaw for! ſettling their differences. Frederick II. 
+ wekry of this tedious eonteſt, had reſigned the electorate to his 
brother Albert, ſurnamed the Achilles. This prince and his 
two ſons, the two dukes of Pomerania, Henry, duke of Meck- 
lenburg, and his three ſons, affiſted at that . Various 
methots were propoſed on this occaſion for terminating the diſ- 
pute between the two families. The elector inſiſtod that the 
dukes of Pomerania ſhbuld hold the duchy of Stettin, as a fief 
dependent on Brandenburg. The Pomeranian dukes refuſing 
to make this acknowledgment, the congreſs at that time proved 
ineffectual Yet the propoſal afterwards took place, and, by à 
ſpecial treaty, the dukes of Pomerania conſented to pay ne 
for that duchy to the elector of Brandenburg.. 1477. 
Dux Henry had not long enjoyed the ſueceſſian of Star- 9 
gard, When finding his health decline, he began to prepare for the Fat. 
futurity. After a reigh of forty-four 3 ers, he dep arted this 
Ife at Schwerin, bh the Hihth-of March 1475. C0 | 
Hift6riaits Have Hot drawn a favourable character of chis prince, 
though he was poſſeſſed of many virtues, for which he certainly 
deſer ved their encomiums. - His regard for religion he ſhewed, 
-zocerditig to the cuſtoin of that age, by his pilgrimage to the | =_ 
"Holy /Eaifid ; and his affection for his people, by inceſfant TNA \ nn 
Acts of benevefence. On ſeveral inſtances he had given 23 | 
| N of ' undaurited courage but he had no ambition to | I \ 
Purchaſe fame by harraſſing and diſtreſſing his neighbours. He * RE | 
greatly increaſed his deminions, not by the deſtructive fword, ; = 
but by a favourable turn of fortune, the extinction of two col- 
lateral branches of his family. His corpulence procured oy 
the furriame of Pinguis or Fat; whereas duke Henry 6 
Stargard, from an oppoſite cauſe, was ſtiled Henry — ive 
The good caſe of the former was ſaid to have been owing to his 
chearful and eafy temper ; while a diffident diſpofition in the 
_— contributed to his emaciated habit of body. 


| ® Grams, Beck, Franck, Mem: of the houſe of Brandenburg, * . 
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a haven dar, oy if his ſons had not put a ſtop to 
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i Piedenant ede the love df thow i 

fern Not kn oe ard profaſthels 
ce; Hane part of the princeiy 
| ptedanh; and in all probability 


Juxx 1 


. 


this extravagance, by declaring they would not be anſwerable for 


| any of theirfather's debts after hisdeceaſe. This prevented people 


from lending gan) farther ſums on the demeſnes, or on other vas | 


Tuable effects. The prodigality of this prince gave birth, how- 


ever, to a curious manufacture, that of Bantſchow : it confiſted 


Duke Henry made uſe. of theſe inſtead of his: ſervice" of plate, 
which he had been ſo unlucky'as as to aeg oF n rh v a 


of utenſils for eating and drinking, ſuch as bowils, cups, diſhes, 
&c. made of w 


od, and finely gilt, at the village of Bantſchow. 


written by John Simonius: 4 i 
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70 Corpore crafſus eram, non 8 . & arte, 


„ Ingenium probitas, fi qua futura, canet.” 
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ny 004 was married to Dorotlica, . daughter "x Frederick ” 1 
tor of Brandenburg, by whom he had five ſons and three daugh- 
ters. The ſons were Albert, Magnus, Balthazar, John, and 
Ulric. The daughters were named. Catharine, Anne, and Eli- 

- Zabeth.. This was the ſecond matrimonial alliance between the 
; two. houſes and if that of duke Albert V. be not admitted, it 
is the firſt. Hence it is, that the eleQor Frederic J. ought to be ; 
_ conſidered in ſome meaſure; on account of his daughter, as the | 
- patriarch of the houſe of Mecklenburg, ſince that illuſtrious 


princeſs, was the ſtem, or common mother, from whom the 
_ preſent ſerene family i is deſcended. 


Oy the five princes, John IX. and Ulric L. died before their 


"Bode the latter i in infancy, the former grown up. to manhood, 


and betrothed to the princeſs Sophia of Pomerania, who was 
afterwards married, to his brother duke Magnus. This prince 
John. is ſaid to have died of the plague; but the name of plague 
appears to have been, in thoſe days, common to every epide- 
mical Wen Prince Balthazar Was of a very ſtudious diſpo- 


, Ma tion: 


— 1 


= 


eee 0 * AN n E B e 
een his progreſs in learning had been ſo conſiderable, t thati in 1467 EE 
was choſ en rector of the univerſity of Roſtock. * In 1470. _ 
1 N coadjutor, and ſoon 11157 biſhop « schwerin. vn 
order to defray the expences of the pops bulls, he obtained 1 | ... = 
a fres gift from the clergy of: that eee During his admi- = ä 
niſtration f that ſee he made a ery laudable regulation, that — _— 
12 In, ſhould: e, prebend, ho Was not, * | | ; 
gaſt, twenty years In 1471 h alſo elected to the gf 
ke of Hott 1 1 — 5 Log a competitor, who- | 1 
had been. ſet up by an TERS he party of the chapter, and con- 
firmed by the pope, : he; renounced that. biſhopric. In 1479 he 
2 jy ſee, of Schyerin, in order to have a ſhare in 
the adminiſtration, and to enter Te the ſtate of matrimony. eg, . N 
Ih e two eldeſt brothers Were Albert VI. and Magnus __ 1. 2 N 7 
whom we ſhall treat hereafter: Of the princeſſes, Catharine | "0 


died young; Anna died in 1464 unjarcied and. Elizabeth, ab- | : 
| beſs of Ribe, in e oe 12) e | | . 
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Duke Henry's ſons divide their father's dominions. | Death of duke 


Albert. "ins adminiſtration f the furviving brothers. Duke 
' Magnus's pilgrimage to the Holy-land. A new tax, oppoſed by 
" Roftock, Duke Magnus concludes an alliance againſt the Hanſe 
towns, Diſputes between duke Magnus and the city of Roftock. 
The Roftockers oppoſe the erecting of a collegiate 9 9 Duke 
Magnus Jays fiege tq Roſtock. Treaty of peace concluded. Melan- 
choly flory of the , Jews at Sternberg. Aﬀairs of the empire. 


Diet of Worms. Remarks on private wars. Privileges granted 


by the emperor Maximilian to duke Magnus. New diſpute with. 
e Death and character 2 dule Magi. His Ne and 


N 
ut 75 
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A D Kbirdl ha bein obſeryed ista by4 this Nis 
of Henry the Fat, viz. Albert, Magnus, and Balthazar, 
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their dominions n never have been divided. But rara eſt 


concordia 
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os” 5 Concordia fratrum is a 
. ... verifed. 
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is rude beginnings, ſprinkled by the aſpiring Romulus with 
Riis brother's blood; and the voice of natare ſtifted by ambition. 
Ir ſhould not, therefore, ſoem ſurprizing, if though thereappear- 


6d; at figſt; to be a perfect harmony among the ea e which 


made them agree to a joint regency, it was not Jong before duke 
Albert inſiſted on a partition of the whole country. After ſome. 
difficulty the other brothers, at length, aſſented to it; and, in 
1480, he obtained, for his ſhare, the principality of — os 
The motive which prompted him to deſire this partition, is not 


proverb that Hay been too Eben fatally N 
Thus was the trench, which ſurrounded Rome in 


known ; it could not be on account of his family, ſinee he had 


ſterilitx. It is moſt probable, that it was owing to a difficulty 


of temper, which created a miſunderſtanding betwixt him and 


his brothers. Hiſtorians mention little or nothing concerning 
his adminiſtration, but that he had once a violent quarrel with 


the dean and chapter of the cathedral of Hamburg. The cauſe 


of this diſpute, was a ſentence of excommunication which had 
been pronounced by thoſe ecclefiaſtics againſt Benediẽt Von 
Ahlefeld, a gentleman belonging to duke Albert's court. In 
orden to be revenged of the dean and chapter, the duke com- 
mitted ſome ravages on their eſtates, and drove away the great- 
eſt part of their cattle. The diſpute, in all likelihood, would 
_ have 1 carried to farther extremities, had not the duke been 

| ſnatched-away. this ſame year by an untimely death. An event 
fo fatal to the family, was looked upon by the clergy of Ham- 
burg, as a judgment from heaven upon that prince, for his treat- 
ment of the church. He was born in 1438, and left no iſſue 

by his wife Catharine, ugh of Wickman, count of Rup- 
| *. 


Dunn Albert's nes of the ominions of Mockleations. de- 


volved to his two brothers, Magnus III. and Balthazar, who 
agreed to govern the whole country by a joint adminiſtration. 
Duke Balthazar, as we have already taken notice, had N 


Cane, Chenan. en ee gpener· 
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very little hopes of children by his ducheſs, after a ten years 


1483. 


Death of 


duke Albert. 


14 
Joint adn mi- 


niſtration of 
the ſurviving 
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1 daughter f Erig II. due of — — 

of Sophia, ho was married to his brother Magnus. Baltha- 

ar was, born in 1442+ 8nd-outhyedihis btother Magnus two 
—Peats, hayingihreathed his laſt in 35% Duting his brothers 
lÿfe- tima, he congerned himſelf but very little in public affairs, 
being chiefly employed in hunting and other rural anereiſes. 
Hie left no-iflue.bycbis.duebefs, n nlp dt” No anc 
Dake Mag- W come now to duke Magnus UI, a prince greatly; cele - 
N bis brated for his political abilities. In his father's life- time, uiz. 
form a pil. in 1470,, he had made a pilgrimage, to the Holy-land zv and, in 
his return, paid, 2.viſit to he pope at Rome. Peregrinations 
—_ of that kind were, much in vogue in tho ſe days of ignorance. 
| Whenever a prince had the vain, ambition of ingratiatiaghim- 
ſelf with the clergy. the moſt effectual method he could take, 

| was to neglect the care of his ſuhjects, and ſet out upon a ram- 
„ble for Paleſtine. And if he took Rome in his way in any part 
of the peregrination, he was the ſuret of ; obtaining bis alm. 
The example of duke Magnus exeited his couſin, duke Ulric of 
Stargard, to undertake ſuch another expedition and his on 
brother, duke Balthazar, ſhewed an uncommon ardour to fol- 
| low his footſteps. This prince, indeed, was ceſolvetd to diſtin- 
guiſh his zeal by a double pilgrimage ; for, not ſatisfied- with 
the uſual track of religious itinerants, oa took St.>Jago of 


: Compoſtella, in his way to Jeruſalem | 4: 68: 23: 
1482. BEFORE the death of duke Albert, K Aang had laid a 
RT? opp by new tax, in the name of the three brothers, on the whole country 


| Roſtock, of Mecklenburg; and the city of Roſtock alone oppoſed this mea- 
- ſure. Whether the inhabitants exceeded, on this occaſion, the 

juſt limits of their rights and privileges; or whether that op- 

poſition was a conſequence. of the too great lenity ſhewn. them 
1247... after, the late diſturbance, we. do not pretend to determine. 
ws however, 1 is certain, that the ducal treaſury: was in an ex- 
bauſted condition, and, moreover, encumbered with many debts, 

a chiefly from the bad management of the late 1 


7. Crantz, Mu chen Benne, Bekr, ee mel 


—— 


; veils; | 
besides, the whole country had conſented to the new impoſt ; ; 
_— it was very extraordinary that Roſtock alone - ſhould op- 
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it. This fame year, however; un agreement wWas mide, 


6 * virtue of which the Roſtocłcers were to he excepted in all 
future taxes on houſes or perſons; but it was expreſly ſtipulated, 
that their lands and eſtates in the gountry ſhould be liable. 

And here we muſt in general obſerve, that in the maritime 
towns of Mecklenburg, the well! meaning part of the citizens 


were frequently obliged to give way to the determination of 


the licentious populace. The conſequenice of being thus over- 


born was, that they incurred the common cenſure of unduti- 


fulneſs to their prince. We ſhall, indeed, meet with more 
chan one inſtance -in'the ſequel of this hiſtory, to convince us 
that the ſenate, and graver citizens, inclined to comply with 


the lawful deſire of the ſovereign, dut were o prevented by the 
reſolutions of the giddy multitude. 


NorwirusrAN Dino the late agredtbent; the citizens of 
— — diflatisfied; and even ſeemed to be ripe for an open 
revolt. Senſible of this diſpoſition in that people, duke Mag- 
nus was induced to conclude an alliance with Bogiflaus, duke 
of Pomerania, in order to maintain their authority in the ma- 

ritime cities ſubject to their reſpective dominion, But as thoſe 
cities were backed in their inſolence by Lubeck, and the 
other Hanſe towns, the princes above- mentioned thought pro- 


to ſign another treaty of the ſame kind with Erneſtus, 
3 of Magdeburg; Henry the elder, duke of Brunſ- 
wick; and John, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg. To counter- 
balance this alliance, the Hanſe towns entered into a ſtricter 
connection ne mo en for their nen lafety a 46— 
21 8 princes,. 8 (hed very good e to etc 
ſack treaties, in otder to check the over-grown power of the 
Hanſe towns. With regard to Bogiſlaus, as he had made all 


Pomerania receive his yoke, he was often obliged, on that ac- 


count, to enter into a conteſt with the electors of Brandenburg. 
On ſuch occaſions, 1 towns ſubject to his dominion i in hi- 
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| 1482. 
Duke Mag- 


nus concludes 


an alliance 
inſt the 
anſe towns. 
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many powerful princes, Who 
mon intereſt, to humble the. "_ of. the en dee e . 


Diſputes be- 
tween duke 
Magnus and 


the city of 
Roſtock. 


duke's revenue, in virtue of the power intitled Jus Naufragii+; 


en B 18 Two N v ee M- 


ren wich the ele&or. Many: of 
thoſe towns being included in the Hanſeatic confederacy, f- 7 
fected independtney. The fame had embalden - 


ed the inhabitants of Halle, Magdeburg, Brunfwiek, Wol- 
| pat op rw and other cities, to refuſe paying 


due ſubmiſſion 
John, duke of Saxe Da !. 


and reſpect to their ſovereigns. 


N in particular; lay under apprehenſions from the Lu- 
beckers, Who were in 


* 
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poſſeſſion of the town of Mollen in his 
dominions ; and, by the remiſſneſs of his predecefiors, had 


almoſt obtained the intire ſovereignty of that place. Hence it 
is, that thoſe princes looked upon the Hanſeatic .confederacy 


with a jealous: eye, and were ready to embrace every means of 
diſſolving it. And although moſt of thoſe cities owed their 

proſperity and grandeur to the indulgence and generofity'of their 
reſpective princes ;. yet, upon every occaſion, they: ſeemed -to 
aim at independency, and to avail themſelves: of their privileges, 
only to inſult their ſovereigns. - No wonder that the inſolence 
of chaſe trading corporations ſhould. raife the. indignation of ſo 
began to confider it as their com- 


taeß . SS 
Txx city of Roſtock, i in. ne behaved wich anon t difre= 
ſpect to duke Magnus. The ſenate, indeed, were far fro 
the juſt will and authority of their prince ; butasitufuallyhappens 
in republics, where the common people have a ſhare in the go- 


verument, the prudent counſels of the few were over · ruled by 


the impetuoſrty of the multitude. At this very juncture hap- | 
pened. an unlucky accident, which contributed to widen. the 
breach between duke Magnus and the inhabitants of Ro- 


tock. A ſhip belonging to this city having been wrecked upon 


the coaſt, the cargo was immediately, ſeized by the officers of the 


and depoſited in the dake's mirehcnieys; TW ST 


* Blicteifter, Chemnitz, Rluver, " {4odailfers,. "7 5 * K ELLEN: 
15 y Burevinus the Elder had fuppreſſed this Jus ae but ener 
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e wake Megnat; and demanded reſtitution of the igoods. 
Ahe duke did not antend. to keep 


af tlieir magiſtrates ; and ſeizing the officer of the revenue at 


place called Schwaan, beheaded him the next day as a public 


2 Prin This violence gave juſt offence to the duke, and -raf 
_ + Creaſed his averſion to that riotous'/populace./ / 1 1 ths! 


Aso this time duke Magnus had alſo a ned wa . 


thet of the Hanſe towns; A gentleman, named Hartwick Rit- 

zeraw, had loſt his eſtate by the imprudence of his father, who 
| had ſold it at an undervalue to the city of Lubeck. Hartwick, 
- when come to years of diſcretion, demanded his eſtate back; but 


ſtons on the territory of Lubeck, in which he was aſſiſted by 
ſome gentlemen of Prignitz and Mecklenburg. The Lubeck- 
ers, unable to get Hartwick into their hands, and knowing no 


p them j but before his anſwer 
ud arrive, the Roſtockers marched out without the! conſent 


the Lubeckers were reſolved to keep poſſeſſion of their purchaſe; 
In conſequence of this refuſal, Hart wick began to make incur- 


1482. 
Diſpute be- 
tween the 
ſame prince 
and the city 
of Nenn 


ther way of revenge, reſolved to ſeize on a gentleman of 


Mecklenburg, who had been guilty of no outrages himſelf, 
but was fuſpected of having harboured Ritzeraw. Accord- 


ingly they ſeized the gentleman, and carried him to Lubeck. 


Duke Magnus was greatly irritated with this violent proceed- 
ing, and would have expreſſed his reſentment by commencing 


hHoſtilities againft the Lubeckers, had he not been apprehenſive 


of involving himſelf in a quarrel with the whole Hanſeatic con- 


federacy. An accommodation being thought more adviſable ; 


conferences were firſt held at Schlukup and Wiſmar, and a 
treaty was, at length, concluded at Fredeborg, in virtue of which 
the priſoner recovered his liberty: The condu of the city of 


then enjoyed the fame ſtate of freedom and independency as at 
| it; and the nobility, on the other hand, were {6 violent 
and licentious/in their behaviour, that they ſhewed but very little 
regard to the authority of the ſovereign. But the citizens of 


Roſtock had nothing to plead in their excuſe; for their alli- 


7855 with Lubeck, on them no manner of right to be judges 
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Lubeck; on that occafion, was not intirely blameable, ſince it 
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ſttricter alliance with'the Hanſe towns for their mutual ſecur ity. * 
This gaße occaſion to the coneluding of the different treaties wi ith, | 
_ the confederate cities in 148 and 1485 5. By ſo formidab an. in 
alliance the dukt Was bee for that time, from underta It ng 
_ any thin g of conſequence againſt the town, but 110 thought i ie” 
prudent to wait for 4 more favourable opportunity “. rr 
WHEN once a people grow jealous of their forereign, TY 
the moſt trifling exertions of legal. prerogative contribute tc in 
cr reaſe their apprehenſions. The breach between duke Ma 
nus and the inhabitants of Roſtock began to widen every day, 
when that prince attempted to found a collegiate church in 
thele city. This ſtep he took by the advice of the biſhops of 
Ratzeburg and Schwerin, to „ for perſons of merit 8 


voanced in years, and to encourage the profeſſors in the univer- . 


fity by the expectation of preferment. Another motive was, 
to prevent thoſe men from ſending the money they had. ſayed 
during their profeſſorſhips, into the neighbouring royinces; 
and to induce them to (| pend it at Roſtock, This foundation 
was therefore calculated for for the particular benefit and advantage... 
of that city. The ſenate were extremely well pleaſed with the 
deſign; but the common people imagined, that the collegiate 


church was deſigned as a fortreſs to awe the town, and by de- 


grees to deprive it of its ancient privileges. The duke was greatly 
offended at the ſuſpicion, , and reſolved, at uy rate, to Poole Ig 
cute the work. 

Io give a greater ſanRion to his 7 he undertook! a jour-- 
ney to Rome, in expectation of obtaining the pope's approba - 
tion. John of Parkentin, biſhop of Ratzeb urg, accompanied 
the duke at hig own expence, and was nominated comn 
ſioner by pope Innocent VIII. for ſettling the affair. The po pope, 
. was ſo well pleaſed with the ſcheme, that he ſhewed the 


-* Crantzius, Chemnite, Latomus, Becks, Kluver, | 


apt | 


ene ee ND 


jn perſon. to Roſtock, in company with his brother Balthazar. 


_ "greateſt reſpect to. meg. him wich 191 
= 99 „granted a bull fer the erection 


e 


ew col eg N | ded.it co the clty.. 15 
K Arongeſt terms... But the Roſlockers paying . TheRoflock- = 
no, regard 19 bull, Conrad Lack, biſhop. ef Schwerin, ex. f Erg 


| communicated the city. The ſecular clergy. ſhewing ſome regard of a tar 2 ES 


to > the f e bilhop” $ cenſure, refuſed to perform divine ſervice; but tho 
Mendicant friars, being exempt, from. e biſhop's juriſdiction, 
continued to ofnciate. . The pope had not yet | aro ug 
the Vatican thunder. The duke, however, continued bis 
dertaking till the 3 year 1487, and was in hopes chat the p populace 
would be e on by the ſenate to acquieſce in the 4 fig 7 bo 36 
The ſenate were not backward in their duty ; but all their e 
deaypürs proved ineffectual: the unruly multitude, ſtill enter - eden 
taining the ſame ſuſpicion of the 'duke's intention, Tyr, 1 oh 
determined t to oppoſe | the foundation of the new Ln avg | 
To overcome this obſtinacy | of the citizens, duke Mag nus. Great diftur- 
apprehended! the molt effectual method would be to pay a Niki oy 


en 


Accordingly the two princes {et out for that tawn, attended by. 
the biſhops of Schwerin and Ratzeburg, and a numerous reti- 
nue of the principa pal gentty of Mecklenburg. The magiſtrates 
received the two dukes with the greateſt ſubmiſſion and reſpect. 
They "acquainted them with' the turbulent diſpoſition of the 
bi e and ady iſed them, above all things, not to begin 
with the affair of the collegiate church. But duke Magnus diſ- 
regarding this prudent counſel, ordered the biſhops to do 
their office. Conrad Loſt, biſhop of Schwerin, conſecrated, the 
church of St. James with the EY and ceremonies uſual on 
thoſe occaſions. John of Parkentin, biſhop of Ratzeburg, the 
pope's commiſſioner, read the pontifical bulls, and inſtituted the 
chapter, to which che pariſh-prieſts of the town and others 
of the clergy were admitted. The firſt provoſt c of chis collegiate Bo tha ety 
church was Thomas Rhode, and the dean 'was Henry n 
the former had been paſtor of St. Mary, and the latter of St. 
. both ee, in 1 as . as eminent for theit | 
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tmn day following the populace ſhook off all reſtraint; amd re. 

. 45771 ſolved: to give a loofe to: their anger and reſentment: Their 
lucy begen wied geswing the habitations of the new canons ; 
e and in the impewoßty of their rage they fell upon the pronoſt 


e and deen. The: former being barbarouſly murdeted, his body 
LEH i was, for ſome time, dragged along the ſtreets, and trampled 
upon by che populace. The latter was confined to a bath ſome 
| n in the tower: The dukes themfelves' had Bke to have 
| 1 the binds of the many headed monſter ; but the! tu- 
multuous proceedings againſt the two ecclefiaftics, afforded an 
opportunity to ſome well-meaning: perſons, encouraged, with 
out doubt, by the ſenate,” to conduct the two brothers out of 
town untouched and ſafe from all harm. The dukes, howe- 
per, were obliged to bear with a great deal of infolent language 
as they paſſed along the ſtreets ; and the town gates were hut 
upon them immediately at their departure as if they had been 
a common enemy. The magiſtrates were no way concerned in this 
whole tranſaQtion ; yet the brutal populace would call them to 
A2n account. They charged them with'being the authors. of all 
ttt miſchief that had befallen the city, and of having betrayed 
| _ It into the hands of the dukes: To fuch a pitch was their indig- 
© yon againſt thofe magiſtrates arrived, that a gibbet and wheel 
were painted at their very doors in the middle of the night. 
They were, therefore, obliged to give way to the preſent ſtorm, 
and ſane of: them made their eſtape to Wiſmar. The re- 
mainder of the ſenate were intimidated to ſuch a degree, that 
they found it neceſſary for their 88 ves to Join ene 
5 with the populace. * 
: Die. Tur indignity of this bene produced the higheſt refent-. | 
| — 5 Moy ment in the minds of duke Magnus and his brother, who re- 
1 . * Wer, ſolved to puniſſi the infolence * thoſe mutinous. citizens. Aſ- 
. „ fiſted by Bogiſlaus, duke of Pomerania, the two dukes hid fiege. 
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baren, and interrupted ine navigation. of the Warnau, i 
were not able to maſter the town. It was, therefore, thought 
into a blockade, in order to tire out 
the inhabitants.” During this blockade happened many ſkir- 
miſhes, the burghers making frequent ſallies, Of theſe one 
was particularly deſerving of notice, namely, that/which hap- 
pened in the neighbourhood of Panclau, where the dukes them 
ſelves were preſent, and duke Magnus was wounded. In con- 
ſequence of theſe diſturbances, the univerſity was removed again 
from Roſtock to Wiſmar, and from thence to the city of Lubeck. 
The profeſſots, however, were not long abſent, being appre- 
henſive of another reduction of their ſalaries. The blockade dot 
meeting with the ſucceſs which the princes expected, this ren- 
dered them more inclined to liſten to overtures of peace; In the 
very beginning of thoſe diſturbances,” Lubeck and the other 
Hanſe towns had endeavoured to reconcile the jarring parties ; 
but they were then too much exaſperated to think of an accom- 
modation: At length, the dukes having accepted of the medi 
ation of John, king of Denmark, and of John, elector of Bran- 
denburg, a negotiation: was ſet on foot for terminating this dif- 
ference. ' Meetings were, therefore, held at Wilſnack and 
at Wiſmar, where the deputies of the Hanſe towns alſo ap- 
peared, hp acheter pe epplice to ma for their medi- 
tion T5. 
Bor . n egotiators- could bring: matters to a pe 
ſion, new diſturbances e out in Roſtock. The common peo- 
ple roſe up again in arms, and choſe ſixty inquiſi tors or tribunes, 
to examine into the conduct of the ſenate. After they had ex- 
torted from theſe magiſtrates a certain declaration in writing, 
they committed nine of them to the tower. The author of 
this infutrection was a common mechanic, a tool to one of the 
iſtet of the city. The fellow had ſerved this magiſ- 
| trate's purpoſe for ſome time, by oppoſing the meaſures of the 


deen jcalous. But when this magiſtrate had anſwered his end, 
E difurbaner would not whe —.— 


incen- 


— ” 


a” 


— 


Dale is. 
nus and the 
Roſtockers 
reconciled. 


other members of the regency; of whom that durgomaſter had 
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1 the peaple, — — — — mom — into | 
goal and beheaded. Such is generally tha fate of thaſę who 
fubmit to be tools to a party; after they have violated their duty 

to their ſovereign, and / diſturbed; the peace of their country, 
they find themſelyes deſerted and 5 by thoſe crafty 
men; Who ſeduced them from their n As there 
were now ſome hopes of re-eſtabliſhing the public .tranqui- 
ty, the negotiations were renewed ; and, at Tech, by the 
mediation of the princes above - mentioned, and of the Hanſe 
towns, a treaty of accommodation was concluded at Wiſ- 
mar in 1491. In virtue of this treaty, the collegiate 
church was confirmed; the city was fined / in twentyrone 
thouſand florins; and the depoſed burgonaaſiars.. reinſtat- 
ed. At the ſame time, however, it was ſtipulated, | that 
the burghers of Roſtock ſhould A pr, their ancient pri- 
vileges; and the new members of the ſenate their preſent 
employments. This laſt article was far from being agree- 
able to duke Magnus; but as thoſe new magiſtrates might 
have had little or no concern themſelves in the popular commo- 
tions, and an oppoſition to being continued in office would, 
in all probability, be the cauſe of breaking off the treaty. it re- i” 
* ceived at length the duke's conſent... + a 
Bor an unexpected accident had like to have fruſtrated. the 
„new treaty: for duke Magnus having thought proper to pay a 
viſit to Roſtock, in order to ſettle airs finally with the ſenate, 
found the gates ſhut, the unpoliſhed citizens refuſing to grant 
himadmittance. The rudeneſs/of this behaviour incenſed him to 
ſuch a degree, that he would have laid ſiege again to the town, 
if the interpoſition of the ſenate, and, eee that of the 
two ducheſſes, had not aſſwaged his indignation. A definitive 
treaty of peace was, at length, concluded in 1496, in conſe- 
quence of which, this refractory town was intirely reconciled 
to its ſovereigns. As a mark of duke Magnus's ſincerity in for- 
giving the inhabitants, he favoured them with the privilege of 
the exciſe for twenty years, in order to enable them to repair 
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and contracted minds“. Duke Magnus behaved with the mag- 
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che damages they bad ſuſtained during the late diſturbance 

eg g of this privilege 1 4 fingular* inſtance of lenity 
aud ioderation towards a corporation Which! by repeated 2&s 


of the moſt'wanton inſolence, had ſhewn. itſelf undeſervity of 


4 favour. But tevenge is a paſſion peculiar to little 


Tahimity, of à true hero; and after he had reduced his ſubjects 
Within the bounds of their duty, by fotce of arms, he choſe 


than to aggravate their miſery by the ts ſeverities of + a 
Eyrannical maſter, 


Done theſe commotions at Roſtock; 5 melancholy ſcene 
: Was tranſacted at Sternberg, where f five-and-twenty Jews were 
condemned to the flames for a profanation of the ſacrament. 

Theſe wretched people are ſaid to have procured a conſecrated 
hoſt-from a wicked prieſt, ' and to have ſtabbed it through with 
a'knife,' tilt it emitted drops of blood. In times of i ignorance 
and credulity, ſuch accuſations againſt the miſerable nation of 
the Jews were very common; but ſince the modern improve- 
ments of reaſon and philoſophy, they: have intirely ſubſided ＋. 

Aso chis time died the emperor: Frederick III. after a reign 

of fifty - four years, longer than that of any emperor ſince the 

days of Auguſtus. He was in the ſeventy-ninth year of his 
age, and had retired to Lintz, intending to concern himſelf no 
more with the affairs of government. From his averſion to 


war he. was firnamed the Pacific. He was ſucceeded by his 
ſon Maximilian, who had been elected king of the Romans at 


tlie diet of Franckfort in 1486. Upon the acceſſion of this 
'prinee, Germany aſſumed another figure. He was an encou- 
"rager. of learning, and a ſtrict obſerver of juſtice. In 1477 he 
| had eſpouſed Mary of Burgundy, daughter of Charles the Bold, 


and by this match the houſe of Auſtria acquired the.rich patri- 


were 0 this Low One. This princeſs GT ſoon after of 
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rather to conciliate their affections by lenity and indulgence, 


1492. 
Melancholy 
ſtory of the 
Jews at 


Sternberg. 
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che bonkeguenes era fall from her horſe, and left a ſon, named Phi- 
_ lip Who Was king of Spain, and father of the emperor Charles V? 


Soo after the acceffion of Maximilian to the Imperial throne, 
was held the famous diet of Worms, at which duke Magnus 


and his ſon prince Henty aſſiſted. Here a period was put to 


Remarks on 
private war. 


the right of private war, Which had grown to a more intoler- 
able height in Germany than in any other part of Europe: 


The 
diſorders and ame arifing from this horrid and 'barbarous! 
practice, have been faithfully repreſented in the courſe of this 


hiſtory, where no reader could have obſerved with a heart un- 
moved, a conſtant ſucceſſion of the wars and hoſtilities between 


princes and noblemen of the ſame country, whoſe ſwords were 
ſo often ſtained with each others blood. This abſurd: privilege, 
the German nobles derived from their heathen' anceſtors, Who 


had been uſed to decide their private diſputes by force of arms; 


— com- 


The reviving of ſo horrid a cuſtom, after the eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, threatened a diſſolution of all regular government. 


The nobles being grown ſo powerful as to ſpurn the reſtraint of 


laws, lived, of courſe, in a ſtate of perpetual war, by which 
means commerce was interrupted, induſtry diſcouraged, and a 
variety of obſtacles formed to obſtruct 10 ap pes n ; 
happineſs of ſociety. 0 
To ſuch exceſs did the Germans carry this right of dvds 
war, that they looked upon duels, or ſingle combats, as me- 
thods of Jecidin g conteſts between individuals, approved of by 


the Deity. This was called judicial combat, or an appeal to 


Providence in dubious and intricate caſes; which were, there-' 


fore, ſubmitted to its unerring judgment. But what is moſt 
prepoſterous, if a perſon thought himſelf injured by the deci- 
fion of a court, he had a right to challenge the adverſe party, 
which was called taking the thing upon his right hand, rem 


ſupra dexteram ſuam ſumere. None but nobles, however, at 


leaſt of four generations, were poſſeſſed of this right of private 
war, and appeal by duel. A perſon of ſuperior birth might 
refuſe fighting his inferior; but could not, without violating 


the laws of honour, decline A Ce Nen his equal: it was 
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to\his antagoniſt. The ceremonies, attending the actual com- 


dat being very curious, we ſhall give the ee as deſcrib- 
ed in the writers of the middle ages. 

Tas combat, or battle, was to be fought in the! morning, 
and the Judge ſupplied the perſon challenged with a ſword and 
ſhield, in caſe he wanted them. He then appointed two per- 
ſons of credit to ſearch the arms and accoutrements of the com- 
batants, and ſee that every thing was fair. The combatants 


were allowed to cover their bodies with leather and linen, as 


much as "_ thought proper, provided their heads and feet 


were bare. They wore gloves, or gauntlets, on their hands. 
Each graſped a ſword, and was girded with one or two more 


beſide. The ſhield was of wood covered with leather, and no 
iron about it except the boſs. The judge ordered the ſpectators 
to obſerve a profound ſilence upon pain of death. When the comba- 
tants had once entered the liſts, they were not allowed to object to 
the ſentence. Both ſwore to their innocence, and the judge took 
care that neither ſhould have any advantage of ground or ſitua- 
tion, but both ſhould be upon a perfect equality. They had 
each of them two men aſſigned with great iron bars, who, when 
one of the champions happened to be tired or overpowered, and 
to ſuc for reſpite, immediately planted a bar before him, and 
protected him from his adverſary. If the challenger was van- 


quiſhed, he loſt his cauſe, and, moreover, was obliged to pay 


a fine to the judge. It was expected, that the challenger 
ſhould enter the liſts firſt, and wait for his antagoniſt. If the 


latter delayed coming, the crier, with a loud voice, ſummoned. 


him twice, and made two perſons of credit atteſt the ſummons. 
But if upon the third citation, the challenged did not appear, 
the challenger ſtood up in his armour, to ſhew the by-ſtanders 
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Ceremonies 
obſerved in 


ſingle com- 
bats, 


he was ready for combat then flouriſhing his ſword three or 


four times, he was declared by the Judge to have gained his 


cauſe.- 
Ins practice of private wars havin g accafioned ſuch anarchy 


"I and d'cenfukion as to ſuperſede all obedience to the laws, many 
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Means taken 


to prevent 


them. 


e . . w Tü! 2 
- = 
= LY 
- a * 


Decree a- 
gainſt private 
wars 


- al E | 


between the 
perial authority to ſuch a degree, that ſeveral edicts for the: pros 


hibition of this barbarous cuſtom; among others, that of the ; 
_ emperor William, in 1255, were of no manner of effect. [Theſe 
diſorders were, in ſome meaſure, quelled, and tranquility x re- 


ſtored by the Tregua Dei, ot Truce of God, which was eſta« 


bliſhed in France in 1032, and afterwards adopted in Germany. 


A biſhop of Aquitaine, pretending a revelation from heaven, 
enjoined a ceſſation of theſe unchriſtian hoſtilities ; which ceſ- 
ſation firſt took place for ſeven years, and was afterwards con- 


- fined to three days 1 in the week, from the evening of Thurſday g 
to Monday morning. But hoſtilities being reſumed on the 


other days with greater animoſity, ſeveral princes and Imperial 
towns entered. into aſſociations for maintaining the public peace, 
and ſtemming the torrent of an evil ſo deſtructive to ſociety. 
Thus were formed the league of the Rhine, that of Suabia, 


and many others, which in ſome degree promote the public | 


peace, and a more regular adminiſtration of juſtice. __ 
Bur the right of private war was not intirely aboliſhed till 
this year 1495, by a decree of the diet of Worms. The em- 
perors had now recovered their authority, and the reſtoration 
of learning began to afford new lights with ſpect to povern- 
ment, and the utility of legal ſubordination. The privilege 
of private war, ſo. long boaſted by the nobles, was found 


to be a barbarous cuſtom, and altogether inconliſtent with the 


ſtate of civil ſociety. A conſtitution was therefore enacted, for 
the preſervation of the public peace among the princes and ſtates 
of the empire. It is true, that edicts of this kind had been oc- 
caſionally publiſhed for a limited time; but the diet of Worms 
decreed, that the public peace ſhould be perpetual. All private 
challenges, or duels, were aboliſhed, and thoſe who violated this 
ordinance were put under the ban of the empire. To inſure the 
conſtant obſervance of this decree, a ſupreme court of judica- 
ture was erected for determining the diſputes and differences 
WE W ariſe * the 110 or Werne of the empire, 


ar * 1 8 We 05 
e eee e e ip but the long conteſts; 
priefthood and the empire had enferbled the . 


- 


bag. 3. 0 F,; v A W 9 L. I A. 


This was called the Imperial Chamber, conſiſting at firſt of 4. 
lord chief juſtice, choſen from among the principal nobility, and 
ſixteen. aſſeſſors or counſelors, whoſe refidence was fixed at 
Erankfort. | From thence this court was transferred to Worms, 
then again to Spire, and at length to Wetzlar where it is now. 
ſettled. It actually conſiſts of a chief juſtice, named by the em- 
peror, two preſidents, one Proteſtant, another Roman Catholic, 
likewiſe named by the emperor, and ſeventeen counſellors, 


named alternately by the emperor, and by the electors and 
circles. 


Tuis Imperial Chamber determines finally and Sith ap- 
poll all civil cauſes of the ſtates of the empire ; but its juriſ- 
| &ion does not extend to feudal: cauſes, nor to thoſe referred 
to the Aulic council, nor to criminal cauſes, which can be 
tried only by the body of. the ſtates aſſembled at the diet. We 


muſt except, however, thoſe of the violation of the public | 


ace, which belong to the juriſdiction of the Imperial Cham<- 
| 5 k It likewiſe pronounces final ſentence, and- without appeal, 
on all cauſes between the ſubjects of the ſtates of the empire; 
but theſe cauſes are not brought fo frequently as formerly before 
this tribunal, . becauſe of the privileges de non appellendo, 
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which the emperors grant from time to time to the ſtates of the 


empire, and which annul the ſubject's right of appeal either in- 
tirely, or as far-as a certain. dum. If any perſon thinks himſelf 
injured by a decree of the Imperial Chamber, he may demand 
to haye his cauſe, brought to a ſecond hearing, which, in that 
caſe, is granted by the elector of Mentz. This ſame prelate 
has a right, in conjunction with the deputies of the diet, to 


viſit the Imperial. Chamber, in- order to enforce and maintain 


the impartial. adminiſtration of juſtice. The cauſes of private 
perſons cannot be brought before this court, except by way of 
appeal from the ſentence pronounced by their ſovereigns; z nor 
thoſe of the princes but by way of appeal from the deciſion of 
the Aullregues or arbitrators . We have thought proper to 


The Aukregues were inſtituted in the thirteenth century, at the time of the great 
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enter more minutely into the tranſactions of the diet of Worms, 

as. they tend to conyey an idea of the public law of Ger>, 
many, with which the government of Mecklenburg is inti- 
mately connected Fe "We Ig now to duke Magnus and bl. 

rother. 

| Tux diet of Worms d is farther rentarkable for the new gt. 
ture granted by.the emperor Maximilian to duke Magnus and his 
brother, who likewiſe obtained the privilege of coining gold 
ſpecie, and were exempted from the Weſtphalian courts of judica- 


ture. The new inveſtiture, indeed, was no more than what is uſu- 


ally granted to the princes of Germany upon the emperor $ ac- 
ceſſion to the throne; but this is particularly taken notice of by 
the hiſtorians of Mecklenburg, on account of the principality 
of Wenden, „in the poſſeſſion of which the dukes were ſolemnly 
confirmed. The Weſtphalian laws, from which the dukes 
were exempted, are ſuppoſed, by ſome, to have been ſo called 
from the courts of judicature held in Weſtphalia, at the town of 
Soeſt, where they were firſt compiled. Their origin they de- 
rive from the emperor Charles the Great, by whom they were 

enacted on account of the Saxons converted to Chriſtianity; 
and the clergy afterwards introduced them into every diſtrict 
that embraced the Chriſtian religion. Theſe laws were fome- 

what in the nature of the Spaniſh inquiſition, with this differ- 
ence however, that they were not altogether ſo much at the di- 
rection of the clergy, otherwiſe they would not have been ſo ea- 
fily aboliſhed. They were of a moſt dangerous tendency, and 


moſt oppreſſive to the ſubject. The defendant ſeldom knew ei- 


ther the plaintiff, or the judge, before he was impriſoned and 


executed, which was all tranſacted in private. It has been, 


therefore, looked upon as a moſt fortunate circumſtance for the , 


liberties of Germany, that theſe oppreſſive laws were aboliſhed 


lng ——— A; who were to be confideredas the lawful 


dges of all ſuits ht againſt their confederites. 
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at this junerure; otherwiſe the reformation, which ſoon after 
took place, would never have made fo great a progreſs 6. 
N 1* 3 conſequence of theſe lucky contingences, duke Magnus Dake Mag- 
and his brother had raiſed themſelves to fo high a degree of re- hi, l 
putation, that their friendſhip was courted by all the nei gh: 
bouring princes. Bogiſlaus, duke of Pomerania, renewed his 
alliance with them in 1496 and 1498. This example was fol- 

lowed by John, duke of Saxe-Lawenburg, in 1497; and by 

Henry, duke of Luneburg in 1498. Theſe alliances were ori- 
ginally intended to repreſs the inſolence of the Hanſeatic confe- 
deracy. Duke Magnus had been long at variance with the 
city of Lubeck, inſomuch that the diſpute gave occaſion to a 

legal inquiry, and the proceſs was removed to the Imperial or 

Aulic court. This difference took its riſe from the digging of Nes diſpute 
a canal near Mollen, for the conveniency of conveying ſalt with Eubeck. 
from Luneburg. We have already taken notice + that Albert, 
king of Sweden, and John, duke of Mecklenburg, had oppoſed 

the digging of this canal; but that the conteſt afterwards ſub- 

ſided. Duke Magnus, however, in revenge for the aſſiſtance 
which the Lubeckers had granted to the inhabitants of Roſtock, 

ſeized the opportunity of reviving his claim, and of laying a toll 

upon the canal. Yet the city of Lubeck carried her cauſe at 

the Imperial court; and matters were reſtored to their original 
Tuts year is remarkable for an extraordinary act of duke 1401. 
Magnus's adminiſtration; namely, the creation of the barony . 
of Pentzlin; which was ſeparated from the ducal demeſnes, Pentalin. 
and granted in fee to Widekind, the new baron of Molzahn. 
The family known by that name is one of the moſt conſiderable 

in the whole country: it is poſſeſſed of the dignity of hereditary 
marſhal of the principality of Wenden, and has produced ſeve- 

ral men of great worth and eminence. Some are of opinion 

that this family is deſcended from the ancient Venedi; while 

others ſuppoſe it to be of German extraction. Pentzlin is the only 


* Chemn. Weſtphal, Beehr, Stevern. + Scep. 343. 
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oO * 1 * u 1 8 1 OA Y n 
F e e Mecklenburg thatcan properly be faid to befreej the 
or owners of it have ſince obtained the title of counts of Mou . 
1 bei Doerr Magnus did not long furvive the erection of this ba- 
. o rony. He was Axty te years of age, when che contagious at- 
= 'S" tack of an epidemical difeaſe deprived him of life, the twenty- 
| ſecond of November, 1503. His diftinguiſhing -charateriftic 
was affability and good. nature: he lived in great harmony 
with all his ſubjects, except the turbulent inhabitants of Roſ- 
_ tock; and even this city hath ſufficient cauſe to celebrate his 
| . generous behaviour upon the final reconciliation, His diſ- 
{ 5 poſition being naturally pacific, he never went to war, but 
| when provoked by 1wungenerous treatment: then he behay- 
ed with gallantry and courage, as in the ſiege. of Roſtock, 
where he was dangerouſly wounded. His averſion to the Hanſe 
| towns, for which he is cenſured by ſore, was owing to the 
many provocations and indignities Which he. aue from 
thoſe hayghty republies. He was a:zedlous friend to juſtice, 
which made him inexorable with regard to thoſe who. ob- 
ſtructed the ſecurity, of the high -ways. His diligence and 
attention in tranſacting public buſineſs were very great. He 
was ſplendid. in his appearance, and in ſorne reſpects af- 
fected a iſtate ſuperior to his fortune. This, together with 
his many expeditions and peregrinations, i exhauſted his fi- 
nances, and was the cauſe of leving new taxes, which proved 
ſomewhat oppreſſive to his ſubjects. He was a great patron of 
learning, of which he gave a very uncommon inſtance, by per- 
ſevering ſo ſteadily in the affair of the collegiate church of Roſ- 
tock. His whole deſign in this G was to make a fur- 
ther proviſion for men of letters, as an encouragement to the 
yniverſity of that city. Hence it is, that the members of that 
| learned hody had not the leaſt concern; with the burghers in the 
; diſturbances of that time; and by ſo prudent a behaviou the 
85 univxerſity roſe to a proſperous and flouriſhing. ſtate. In this 
duke's reign lived the celebrated. Albertus Crantzius he was 
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doctor of ow ald ce candn law, and à eng ornament 


of that univerſity, At the ſame time àlſb lived Nicholas Mar- 


ſchall, doctor of civil law, a perſon of great authority and re- 
putation in Roſtock, Crantziub was made dean of cathe- 
dral of Hamburg before the death of duke Magnus; and Mar- 


ſchall was appointed chancellor of the duchy. "of Mecklenburg 


by duke Henry VII. 
Dok Miyavs married Sophia, Aan ghter of Erit II. Aube of 


; Pomerania. This princeſs, as we have already obſerved, had 


been betrothed to His brother John. dhe did not long ſurvive 


duke Magnus, but died in 150 ge, By By her this duke bad three 


ſons, Henry VII. Etic II. and 
Catharine, Dorothea, Sophia, and Anna. Catharine was mar- 


-» 


ried to Henry the Pious, duke of Saxony of the Albertine line, 


bert VII. and four daughters, 


His iſſue. 


and was mother to the two electors Maurice and Auguſtus ; ſhe 


died in 1561. Dorothea fetired to the convent of Ribnitz, 
where ſhe was made lady-abbeſs, and departed this life in 1 537 


Sophia was conſort to the elector of Saxony, John the Reſolute, 


* died a little before her father in 1 75 in child- bed of the 


celebrated elector, het only y fon, John rederick the Mag) na- 
nimous, Anna was the wife of William, landgrave of Heſſe, 


and the mother of the great landgrave Philip. After the de- 
- ceaſe of her firſt huſband, ſhe took a Kern Otho, count of 


Solms, and exchanged this life for immortality 3 in 1525 K. 
Tus was duke Magnus, by means of his daughters, the- -pa- 
triarch and progenitor of the preſent houſe of Saxony of both 


| lines, as. well as of the houſe 5 Heſſe ; and, likewiſe, grand- 


father of the two moſt zealous profeſſors, and the two moſt ſtre- 
nuous defenders of the Proteſtant religion. The former were 
the elector John. F rederick, of Saxony, and Philip, landgrave of 


K . the latter were Maurice and Auguſtus, electors of Sax- 


: the one obtained the famous treaty of Paſſau, the other is 
bighiy extolled by the Proteſtants of the Confeſſion of Augſ- 
burg, for purging their church of Calviniſtical tenets. | 


WT Crantz. Hederich, Rixner, Chemn. Beehr, Hubner, WW, Franck. 
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i 5 iſt Ws ſhall e this Er with the Latin epiteph of this 
1 1 e prince, written d Ch | RUSS ect x 
| ; [ $i * b W's = | 72 H 2 7 4 * W 955 an - 
| i as | Megapolenſs eram, dux Wo. nomine] . 
. Ds kfaribus gratus, principibuſque JJ 
3 1 - Pronus apoſtolica pap bis cernor in 0”; 9 12507 . 
| NF „ Ls GIN, Aauſtriacus fovit Cæſar uterque meos. . 5 
| | r ee dedit ille roſam, ſacra bractea regum F 
| - © "His mihi i feudcrum gratia „ 
| | _ Etheree patriam 'Solyme peregrinus adivi, © - 
| . | | | Militiam domini ſancta per arva petens. 2 5 — = / | 105 oor 
| „ | Gaudebunt atavi titulis, tellure nepotes, 0, 
; 0 | Proxima cura ſubit, religionis hono s. 
| „ Abrimus iis fines, ſed ſemmata j juximus BUD | . 
| | y 1 Noftra reformatis ſtat pia turba choris. 4 ok Ie LIEN 
= | 8 | ; Roſtochiumque ferox domui tibi dive Jac TR Wits 
\ : '* -_ © Sanguine cum proprio canonicos ſtatuens. mw b 
: : _ Quod pepuli verpos | Chriſti bona facramenta, . NEE a 
. Stellarum montis ſecta tremenda ferit. 15155 ial 
| 8 Hen pietas ! dum magna paro, majora 15155 Fenn 
| Anecere manus maxima fata ibm. 
9 1 Nam dum feeva lues toto grafſatur 1 in orhe, r 
5 | % Lichnica, cruſtoſis ulcera ſtigmatibun s. 
| F 
N | ' Null meos potuit virtus ſuperare dolores, 1 . 
| 0 Quin pexrii, mortem nulla FP cf ĩ c 
| 15 | _ Induperatorum, ' que, ducumque poteſtas . 
. 1 Et cunctæ ſtellis ſuppeditantur opes. |. ee 4044651540 
| 3 / , 2 OH; Ehen magna cadunt, parvumque eſt quodcunque videmu 
| Jamque ducis Magni nomina ſola manent. 118 | 
| : . ""PeRoribus loquor he doctis, indocta rogabunt, St 
q Sit mea cum patribus mens bene grata Deo .... 
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; Sucher, 74 duke ee Death of duke 1 YG Oe 77 


duke Eric. Expectancy. of Leuchtenberg. The admin Mration 


ſettled. War with Lubeck. Compact of inberitance with. Po- 


' merania and. Luneburg... Duke Henry goes ober to Denmark. 


i Horution of larning. FWF 


T the time when the country. of Mecdifentrrg x was beet 
of that excellent prince duke Magnus, his youngeſt fon 
happened. to, he abſent at Bologna,” at which univerſity he had 

| $6 ſome time purſued his ſtudies. His two brothers, Henry 
And Albert, thought proper to defer taking any meaſures for the 


LTutber begins to e the OR; ; rn on | the re- 


ſettlement of their paternal inheritance*till his return: In the 


mean time, they took upon them the adminiſtration in con- 
Junction with their uncle Balthazar, who, fince the melancholy 


* 


= * Duke Henry vn ws horn i 1479's duke Albert kis broker, in 1486; and 
| duke Bricin 1483. | 


158 L112. F event 


. 
= 


* 
— © 
1 
) 
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0 give greater attention 
e ry. The firſt care of the young 
pics was their. father's funeral, which was wer > | 
0p ee e great magnificence aß Wiſmar, and at 83 the 
1 93 biſhops of Lubeck ard Ratzeb urg. with the de 
the chief princes of erage. The Saane 


| wa; Y forth the antiquijhj;and. ſplendox of the ducal 
 *,,, with the merits of the dec 


eaſed prince, was FRO tbe 
celebrated hiſtorian Albertus Crantzlus, Towards the Cloſe of 
By ſame year the young: {princes had the misfortune of be- 
ing deprived of their mother, the ducheſs Sophia, who was/bu-/ 
ried at Wiſmar, where the following verſes,” written by the cc 


5 dae ne 298757 are to be een on her monn<! | 


G A K. 570 25 
e Gian do recuban ubant hog a ſepuloro 
IIluſtris als, 115 uere Fans l A r 
1 Hæc erat illa viro Magno, quæ vixit, e „ 4% 1161 193 - 
why Principi nec patria, cretlite, parva ſalus. 2 A „ bh lar 
| Haud'WMiaudatos hæe egit molliter anno, 5 An 
Solatrix, clemens, larga, benigna fuit. 8 8 rind e 
e Y  Pannoſo, triſti, fonti non deerat aſylum, WN 
1 9 EAN Religione potens munera multa dedit. nx} N al; trad 
90 = * Yivat apud ſuperos jucunda luce faventes, Fre * 800 
ee "Exemplym proles poſthama diyes habet. 
| Join uh TY 78 the return of prince Eric from Italy, the hide Peet, 
* entered i into a joint adminiſtration ; and it was agreed that 
| brothes. mould have. but. one reidence and one court; and that duke 
lien hould. be [entruſted with the executiye pe of ge- 


| 25 | vexnment in all their names, o as to * obliged, owever, to 
dect in publi Cc affai 


airs in conjunction with duke Balthazar. One 
i th ek 


2 was the reconciling of the inhabitants 
W t to Eric, duke of Pomerania, after à long quar- 

aer. — haze proved fatal to. that city. Stralſund 

N | the inſolence of a hau ghty 

point of feeling the weight 

| — inveſted the: town, | 

| | "__ 


and was now upon the 


_ * 


4 
5 


eee OF N AND ALA 

_ . - Whonotha: princes of Mecklenburg interpoſed, and prevented” „„ 
eee coming to extremityc”" Conferences wee held ar... 1 
hack aul after very warm debate, the conzehding parties 1 
Wee ceqangiled- The dukes, likewiſe, being defrous to ingra- e = 
tte themſclves with the inhabitants of Roſtock, granted them 1 1 
SDS! _ a confirmatian of all their privilege. FFT | | 


tan being thus fettled at home, duke Henty and bis pie: 5 co. 

brather Albert repaired to the Imperial diet at Cologne, Where logne. 

they received from the emperor Maximilian 1. the inveſtiture f 

their territories, and a confirmation of all their rights and pri- | 

vleges. This diet had been convened, in order to ſettle the e 

f 2 concerning the ſueceſſion of George the Rich, duke f 5 

aratia, which had been claimed by his ſon-in-law Rupert, | 1 
count Palatine, in virtue of a will, and by Albert, of the 
branch of Munich, as the neareſt relation of the collateral line. | 

The affair was laid before the emperor, who adjudged the ſuc-- 5 
ceſſion ta the collateral heirs; but Rupert refuſing to abide by 


_ that deciſion, was put under the ban of the empire. Armies 
+ took the field on both ſides, and committed terrible ravages.. - 
The emperor divided his forces into four bodies, one of which 
was headed by himſelf, a ſecond by the duke of Wirtemberg, F = 
a third by Alexander, count Palatine, and a fourth by the land- . | 
- 24d in conjunction with Henry, duke of Mecklenburg. 3 
This corps committed the greateſt exceſſes, deſtroying the Pa- 
latinate with fire and ſword, when. prince Rupert died; upon. 
which hoſtilities ceafed, his children referring the difference to 
the deciſion of the diet. Here the duchy of Landſhut was ad- 
Judged. to Albert, duke of Bavaria, ſtem of the preſent electoral 
family; and the duchy of Newburg was granted to the chil-. 
JJ 
Durs Henty had embaxked in this conteſt, merely through 
regard do the emperor Maximilian, from whom he had received br. 
— in, his. father's life-time, in de, the expectancy of the land- : 
© _ graviate of Leuchtenberg. What ſervices the duke had done | | Wc 
- that emperor, is not known only it is mentioned, that he re= 5 4 
{ded ſome tim at the court of Vienna, and exereiſrd the func- 
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him in the Patent of "Pxpedancy.” it is potyble, th 


duke Henry 
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8 $ 
milian intended to indemnify the duke for the ex ber 123 | 
his father Magnus had incurred, by Song, a body of troops 
into Friſeland, to the - affiſtance of Henry, duke or Seren. 
The intent of that expedition, Which aint nen in 1 95 N 5 
to reduce the mutinous inhabitants, Who had etal is bey | 


and his brother, ſtadtholders of that ebene jy 


But whatever might have been Maximilian's intent, it is certain,” 


that expectan 


ces are a very indifferent payment for paſt ſervices.” 


The houſe of Mecklenburg has been convinced, both in the o 


preceding and preſent century, how little advantage it has 18 if 
reap from ſuch a reverfionary grant, by the extinQtion of the 


K 1 1 Nan C216 
landgraves of Leuchtenberg; 1 


Wu x the duke and bis brother were en ot in the pe. Þ 


| dition againſt prince Rupert, a diſpute aroſe between the eity 


of Lubeck and the noble family of Parkentin; in conſequence. 


of which an open rupture enſued between the ſtates of Lubeck 18 
and the duke of Mecklenburg. The cauſe of this quarrel was of a. 


moſt trifling nature. Three peaſantt of the duchy of Mecklenburg, 
being intoxicated with liquor, had ſome words with the crew 


of a veſſel belonging to the city of Lubeck. From words they 


proceeded to blows ; and, in the heighth of the fray, two of 
the peaſants. were taken and carried 6f in triumph by the. 


ſailors: the ather ſaved himſelf by flight, and acquainted his 


lady, of the family of Buchwald, that his comrades had been 
made priſoners, and would inevitably be put to death. Moved 
with this ſtory, the lady inſtigated her neighbours and relations, 


_ eſpecially thoſe of the family of Parkentin, to make re priſals 


upon that city. The Lubeckers, finding themſelves 5 7 
ed, had recourſe to arms in their own: ant On this deca- 


ſioyon duke Henry eſpouſed tlie eauſe of his ſubjects, and ordered 


n 


the nobility to commence hoſtilities againſt the city of Lubeck. 
Thus began an open war, in which both parties greatly annoy- 
2 each other, without coming to a deeilbe engagement. At 
1 the WO W in this W a ——_ was 
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bout 1 any iflue. by his w ife Margaret, daughter. of 
Omerania. Hiſtorians take very. little notice of 


Fic, duke of 
is prince, and mention only that” he was extremely. fond. of 
Wo! Aiverfions. . The death of duke Balthazar Was followed 


the next year by that of his nephew, prince Eric, who had been, 
for ſome time, afflicted with 4 conſumption, which carried him 


-off Dec, the twenty-fourth, 1508. This prince had an extraor- 


 dinary taſte for learning, which was the cauſe of his ſtudy ying 


at Wittenberg and Bologna, where he diſtinguiſhed himſelf in * 


a particular manner. He likewiſe diſcharged the office of rec- 
tor of the univerſity of Roſtock, three Irent times, with 


great applauſe. But juſt as he began to diſplay his, abilities in 


the art of government, he was ſnatched. away by. death in the 


flower of his age, to the incxpreſlible. concern of the whole 


country of Mecklenburg. As he was neyer married, the 'intire 


ſucceſſion devolved to the two ſurviving brothers, Hoary and. 
Albert. He was interred at Dobberan, and Mareſchallus 


Thurius wrote the following epitaph for hmm 
Me juvenem diræ crudely funere parce. -  _ _ Witt 
Abſtulerant; - tantz cur ſunt mortalia curæ 1 0 

Nam neque quæ dulces per Romula rura eee 

Quæſſi profuerat; nec quæ ſine fine relegi 
Pompilii veneranda Numæ monumenta; nec illa 
e ſunt innumeris civilia jura rubricis 


% 


,;Prodita,, nee mille qui me manſere triumphi. . 


Ehen ! quid demens cœleſtia numina luſi! 
© Quem non religio, genitor quam voluit ——_— $52 
Sed deque ſacrorum faſces potuere repoſt i 
1 k f-turba male perſuadente ſiniſtra. 
ucere ; proh !-turba male perſuaden 7 
At quid fera queror ?. Manes cauſantis .egenos, 9 . 
i Altitono præſtat votis placare ſecundis. ine | : 1 


* IF Chemnitzy, Latomus, Eibe, Steyern, ee 


the empire; Uti acceo 
l 4 En emen 
IURING \this ditpute, Jake Balth Jak departed. this fie 
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ug year duke Henry, concluded * 115 
1 wich Bogiflaus, duke * .Porheratiia, An «hs 


+ 8 


1519 with, Henry, the; young duke of Ns Pb, 
heſe | of igheritatice were alſo treaties of alliance for 
the ſhentity of theit reſpective .domivions. Soon ter thels 
tfanſaQtions, duke Henty had the misfortune of fofing his Ex: 
cellent conſdrt, Urſula of Brandenburg. She was. 4 ** 


ſolid piety. Here charity was ſo extetifive, that he Was Loni 
dered as the common parent of the poor, who, by ber Ueath, 
 ſiffered an irreparable loſs. © The following. as on this 
Mr was ritten by Mareſchallus Thurius. wa” 


5 | mag Wh: 
"M8 jaGeate genus licet, & minis caduta, | a 

Imperir ſacri ſtirps mea jura regit. WF: $472 34% thy 15 &e ol 
lager queſtor genitot Wit, Alias ram 


Bryſeam natus nune Joachimiis habet. Ko | 15 l 
| Tonjugio crevi claro; Duce nobilis uſque Ni 
Henrico, quieum pignoti terna tuli. N er 
Vie, potui patriæ navare ſalu tem, 5 e 
Vir es ſed meditans, Atrepos atra rapit. 
Magniade ſi multa juvant, quæ magna R [ 1 . 
Religio, pietas, & benefacta zuvant. 
dann! vans reor, ſors eſt metuenda futur. er - 


Dor Henry's. griel for his Hager was not ef long cotiou- 
ance; for we ve find | bing the next year-partaking of the pleaſures 
of a tournament , which was exhibited at Ruppin by Joachim, 

elector of Brandenburg. He was accompanied, on this occaſion, 
bychis brother, dyke Albert, and his fiſter, princeſs Cathatine. 

he entertainment was üficent and f lendid, and both 
dhe brothers diſtinguiſhed chemſelves by 4 ür. Se and 


We took notice in u note, pag: 306 > an a. Un Wee r, 
„n and Natiſbon in „ 3 ome gets I, 


—"I y . — 2 4 > 5 4 4 +» » w»; . 8 
> o : . ” : 
„ 1 5 BY 4 


. l . 
* * N 5 
1 - * Fo a 1 . ; * 
= ba 1 V * 7 * + * — x! * L " 4 by K 2 * 
\ : £S .% 
» * 


N 


- endowed with ſingular prudence, great goodneſs of heaft, and 
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as #*/ Tue firſt pribe wh 'givervbyitheldefirels Elizabeth i 
5 Albert; dake of Mecklenburg che beond-by princeſs Ca- 
tharine, hisfiſter, to Joachim, Dan Princeſs Catharine = 
Was Pofſeſſed of every accompliſhment that can adorn the fair 
ſex, and add new luſtre to beauty: no wonder then that this 
„ Would make conqueſts, when her charms had ſuch a field 
— "ol exett their power in. The perſon moſt ſinitten with her beau- 
"Was Henry the Pious, duke of Saxony, who, three days af: 
ter his return to his own country, diſpatehed ambaſſadors to 
ie dökes ef Meeklenburg, demanding: their iter in marriage. 
Tb propofal was accepted, and the two dukes accompanied 
- the princeſs to 280 Where duke Henry eſpouſed her at 
- Meifſen with great pomap.: the elector of Saxony, his two: bro- 
thets, the duke of Brunſwick, the duke of Luneburg, and other 
princes, affiſted at the cetemony. Duke Henry of Mecklen- 
wh hearing of the charms of eee Hale daughter 
| ulip, elector Palatine, ſet out that ſame year for Heidel- : 
| * in company with George, duke of Pomerania, and his 
 *  addreffes. were ſo well received by that lady, that they were 
bpetrothed to each other; the like ceremony paſſed between 
mais friend, duke George, and the princeſs Emilia, filter to the 
fair Helen. The nuptials were celebrated the year following 
at Wiſmar, whither the two princeſſes had been accompanied 
dy their brothers, Wolfgang and Henry, princes Palatine of 
the Rhine. The mägnificenee of the entertainments on this 
occaſion were ſuch, that Mareſchallus Thurius, who wes a ſpec- 
tator of them, rote an intire book on the ſubject, to which we. 
refer. the reader. Suffice it to obſerve, that the feſtivity was 
graced by a tournament; at which were preſent, beſides the 
tuo princes Palatine, Joachim, clector of Brandenburg ; 3, John, 208 
55 Frederick, and George, dukes of Saxony; Fhilip, duke, of 
Brunſwick : Megnus, duke of Saxe-Lawenhurg; the biſhops 
Nen Lubeck. and Ratzeburg ;, the archbiſhop of 5 


4 '* The 8 of this ebene its dec fei elected is the followidly 
ſcaree and e TORO. Arbilke bellica Lat ee, 
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gins to 
preach the 
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8 Tu fame year, in which ſuch 


ws #4 1 + 0 * Ea 


a e e Henry, Hebe er Brusfwück; With e 
deputies of the kings of Denmark and Poland, and 4" rutine: Dus 
ttain of Hobility, * At the ſume time the nuptidle of Philip. 
duke'of Pomerania,” and the Ptiboeſ, Ente Were viral 


with great pomp at Stettin. Tk 
eee wats" d oves 


Mecklenburg, duke Henry, to complete the . of his - 
 _— entered into. a new agreement with his brother duke 
Albert, with regard to the government of Mecklenburg. The 
| paypbet of it was, that each ſhould have his ſtated revenue; that 
Henry be poſſeſſed of the ſole adminiſtration five years. longer; 
but that all public acts ſhould run in boch their names. 1 6-408 

Apour this period Chriſtian II. king of Denmark and Swe- 
"Ui eſpouſed the pririceſs Iſabella, daughter of Philip I. ing "| 
Spain, who was ſon of the emperor Maximilian. On th 
_ cafion, duke Henry was entreated by the emperor, to (3 on, 
10 Copenhagen, we aſſiſt, in his name, at the royal nuptials. 
The duke complied with the requeſt; and made a moſt ſplendid 
f figure at the capital of Denmark. This was not acting beneath 
. his dignity, fince it appears to be nd unuſual thing for Princes 
of the empire to act in a repreſentative capacity, eſpecially 8 
ti important an occaſion, when the duke repreſented. the gran 
father of that princeſs. At the fame time a treaty. of * 
alliance and defence was concluded between Chriſtian, King of 
Denmark, and the two dukes of Mecklenburg. . 

Tuis year will be ever memorable on account of the ceforma 
tion of the church, ſo intrepidly attempted, and fo. a | 
completed by the celebrated Martin Luther. Such a general te- 
volution, both in the doctrine and external worſhip of a conſider- 
able part of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, merits a particular 

diſcuſſion in the hiſtory of a country, which ſignalized its zeal 

very early in adopting, and has ever fince been eq fl 4 

ous in ſupporting, the reformation. It is a paxt of hiſtory: re. 

plete. with extraordinary events, and every. circumſtance 0 it 

n our n eee! f 
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17 * X. in order to build St. Peter 8 church ene Os apened 
_ he, treaſure of indulgences: avaricious men farm 
in Germang, and che Dominicans wore re 10 diſpoſe 0 
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- Tux authority; of che popes, abſoluts in ſpiritual, 
amphed during eight centuries over a | its adyerl 8 
Fu the united attacks of ,emperors, kings, peop 


. 


and Acience.. At length aroſe a friar; who, from = obſcurity 
: of his cell, braved this throne, ore from the ſovereign ons 


half' of his empire, and ſhook the other from its foundations. 


them o 


them to the beſt advantage. This pretence piq ued the jealoy 
of the Auguſtinian friara, who thereupon engaged a — 
member of their order to revenge the injury done them :, herein 
he. proved Pa and his 1 produced one of the t 


. 
1. 1 


| met with in che annals of religion... 7 1 


 LuTHER was born at Iſleb in 1 148: 35 ts os 


15 lived unknown to fame in the humble vale of poverty. Want was 


his firſt inducement to embrace a monaſtic life, ſuperſtition de- 
termined him in it. | Shocked by a clap of thunder, which had 


Killed one of his friends by his ide, he threw himſelf, at two- 

and-twenty, years of age, into a convent of Auguſtinian friars. 
Being a man of great induſtry and penetration, full of fire and 
_ endowed with the ineſtimable talent of an animated and flowing 


dlocution, he attached himſelf to ſtudy with the utmoſt „ 


: 5 and affiduity, and ſoon acquired a conſiderable degree of reputa- 


tion, The order ke. belonged. to, which conſidered him as a 


moſt yaluable member, made him profeſſor of philoſophy at 

| Wittemberg, and ſoon after of Medley, in which he acquired. | 
ſtill greater honopr. Revered as the oracle of his country, on 
_ -accounit of his eruditien and. doquence, he was, with. unani- 


mous conſent, choſen by his e der to oppoſe the new preach- 


ers. Elate with ſo glorious a mark of diſtinction, 'the") youths . 
ful friat bndertbok this dangerous employment with joy. The 


N | ſcandalous abuſes of the church of Rome, gave full ſcope to tity 


Mm m 2 i "which 


coquence. © Indulgences, which the popes at firſt diſpenſed s 
fruits We the divine ae were ee a merchandise 
1 5 5 An 1 595 * 
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the refotma- 
tion and its 
cauſes. 
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an effort to 3 the altars of the Vatican and the thront 
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ns wic it ihemoſt indecent mmnner-imaghts- 'n 
Ble. 1 -wete no longer offered $x:graces faßa ble offprovuringy = 
ent of the eemporalcpunithrhente of k drirhe expiateUby = 
WW... ſacrament j they were; preathett a dine favours, which of 
themſelves had efficacy 0 atone for the oft enormolis crime. 

Luther wieldedithe thundes of his eldytience againſt let r 
imns, und ſhewing the pernicious tendcheꝝ ef ſuck; dectrittets ity | 
tte ſtrongeſt light, made the /purchaſers-greatly/abate' of chew 
_ ardory- Encouraged by this. ſucceſs he procedded Sili-farther;- | 
and attacked the doctrine of indulgences'itſelf. Rome thinking 
ſuch an adverſary of little | conſequence, àt firſt vontehted her- 
ſelf with menaeing; but ſeeing the ſtorm increaſe, ſhe launched 
the thunders of the Vatican and demanded the offender; in order 
to mike him expiate his temerity. The reformer, provoked+by 
this condemnation, and ſereened by his ſovereign, redeubled his 
_ zeal. Aided by the lights whiwhick hiſtory fapgliochinni=ekde. 


of the pontiff. By an eloquence which ſeemed to carty cb] ĩö 
tion with it, he ſhook the hierarchy ; and having an W 
for fatire, treated with the keeneſt contempt thoſe 
ceremonies which' had ſo long been reſpected by the re e of 
believers." The empetor; hereupon,” eotnimanded him to come 
before him, and give an aceeunt of his ſentiments? Luther 
male his appearance accordingly, ſpoke with the utmoſt bold 
neſß, and even in his return made a prodigious: number of pro- 
ſelytes. The clergy; alarmed at his progreſs; preſſed Charles 
V. to imitate the conduct of 8igiſmund, who put John Huſs to 
death notwithſtanding: che falk of a ſafe conduct ; but Charles 
tejecting with horror 2 propoſal to break his word, a conſpi- 
racy was formed Againſt the life of him, Who was looked 
* n as 4 dangerous enemy of the clergy, and a diſturber of the 
abliſhed religion. Luther, thereupon,” hid hiräſelf in a for- 
tel; 3 and, 1 in 1 ſilence of his retreat, made it his buſineſs to 
reduce tlie articles of the refortnation into a item?" In con- 
ſequence hereof, 'he opened the dosts of the monaſteries, 
allowed. the * to 2E an the oletgy ter 
1 . wn, 


& © 


3 
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| vi " wealth, .exhonted./princes to ſeize ane Half of this. 3 7 
might be put to a more 


ſttesſire, and bawed. how the other 
proper uſ c he Would have had it applied to the founding 


„chlleges, the building of hoſpitals, encouraging. e mi Ra | 
ST 


10 ”  mending che high wads. Thus Luther accompanying 


became more cloud than ever in patronizing and protecting 
bim. He ſpon Was at liberty to make his appearance again 


He now faw himſelf at the height of his wiſhes, and felt the 
moſt ſenſible ſatis faction: being received as a man ſent from 
heaven to diſſipate the miſts of error, and reſtore truth to thoſe 
who had long walked in clouds and darkneſs: he ſaw his own 
country conſecrate his opinions, and adopt his reformation. 
From Saxony they ſpread to: Heſſe, and foon after to a 
conſiderable part of the North of Germany... A number of diſ» 
_ 6iples, who eſpouſed his cauſe, did their utmoſt to promote ĩt 
both by writing and 
port of the party, and did it the higheſt honour, being dne of 


the ableſt men in Germany, one of the fineſt geniuſes of the age 
2 which he lised, and the moſt peaceable divine that had 


er been known. Luther, baving thus triumphed over his 


chen, concealed., He laid afide his frock; and married 2 
young nun for whom he chad long had a paſſion- Three ſons, 

. pledges of their love, Completed his happineſs, 1 which received 
new increaſes. every day. Apoſtles, animated by the moſt ar- 
dent zeal, propagated the doctrine of their maſter all over Eu- 


- Bucer, who had been. originally a friar like Luther him- 


lelf, preached it in all the Imperial cities upon the Rhine; 
Olaus rendered it triumphant in Sweden, his native country, 
with a rapidity which ſubjected to him that whole monarchy.in. 


the ſpace of a twelvemonth. The 'reformationwas; upon its firſt 


appearance, embraced in Sweden by the great Guſtavus ; and the 
wie Chriſtian III. made it the eſtabliſhed religion of Denmark. 
7 F ee of Rome: Wat at he fame. time re- 
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_ formation-with-iaftitutions of the utmoſt utility, his kan er 


in publie, and Saxony received him with tranſports of joy. 


preaching. Melancthon was the chief 54 | 


Feen yielded to thoſe inclinations which he had, till 
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horrid abuſe of in- 
carrying on a ſcan- 
exceſs above 
the Germans of iminenſe ſums. : 


1450 to 1512, are full of theſe 
electors. made ng difficulty of 
ſuoceſſors, With having rend 
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| Sina llavery in which they had beet J e POR wit 4 
he. them the. more odious in proportion as their yoke had been 
ere heavy; they were eager to break their ſhackles and reco- 
ver intellectual freedom. People of all ranks found their ac- 

; equnt in the reformation ;- it proved acceptable to the monks, 
as they were by it delivered: from a heavy yoke;'to'which they 

had inadvertently ſubmitted in an age. incapable of making a 

' judicious choice; the people were benefited by it, being thereby 
eaſed of a variety of ceremonies, either expenſive or troubleſome; 

it was equally favourable! to the poor, the monaſteries being 

conyerted into hoſpitals, in which they were relieved by the | 

public; it promoted the intereſt of the grandees, as t they ſhared f D 

the ſpoils. of the churches, ſo magnificent and ſo rich in Ger- e 1 

many; and all ſovereigns were highly rejoiced at a revolution, | 

Which enabled them to ſhake off the yoke of à power, 'whoſe 

-. overgrown authority: had fo often annihilated their own; and 
ag they ſaw with joy the diadem eee We the een 5 

which. it had received from the tiara. * 

Tun reformation was greatly e by: "th new 

invention of printing; the preſs multiplied the writings of the- 
reformers, and, at the ſame time, put it out of the power of their 

- adverſaries to deſtroy them. The perſecuting ſpirit of the parti- þ 

| ſans of the church of Rome contributed, likewiſe, to promote the 

HO cauſe, The ſanguinary edicts iſſued by Francis IJ. 

Charles V. Henry VIII. arid-his daughter, againſt the reform-- | 

ers, the faggots s which they kindled, the tortures which they 8 

invented, ſo many puniſhments which they -inflicted, all theſe: | 

- particulars. helped to make men perſiſt in acknowledging 

then truth, and placing their higheſt glory in the contempt of 

the. moſt. exquiſite tortures. Maſſacres and bloodſhed, at the | 

ame time that they deprived thouſands of proteſtants of their 1 

lives, produced. every day innumerable profelytes to the re- | 

- formed religion ;. ſo that the old proverb was remarkably ver.. 

fed, „ the blood of Martyrs is the ſeed of che church,” lt 

muſt at the ſame time be obſeryed, that the characters of the BY 
re. who 1 a at. that guns SOUS haftened to the 
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3 eius life of Led , the faults and micformnces"'sf Clement V 
NIE ; © the unjuſtactionsiof Paul III. 26+ promote the intereſt of bis 
| | . Family. and the erimes of his har. ſonß whole exceſſes His 
blind fondneſs" made him <diflemble;3" al this contributed to 
abate that reſpect which the people formerly paid the pontiff, a 
by reſpect which, for a time, almoſt roſsts idolatry: ; and the pro- 
; _ teftant cauſe? wav ot more by the #cal-of the reform- 
bs e of the heads of the church . * 
© Account f © T dg. owitrgito 
| : — win; peſtotation of learning: one f the moſitvi events 
. . ung that evet rendered any age illaſtsious e This revolution of 
dhe human mind, from Whidhe all, Euxope has: received ſuch 
5 x. Aüingular benefit, is attriburetots als — of the Eaſtern 
FF 8 ffteenth-1centurys It ſhould not, however, be 
8 fran the taking of Conſtantinople 3 | we muſt; aſcend 
Fn N higher. The. wictories of the Turkiſh ſultans, 
Amurath L. and the graat Bajazpt,: give roccaon- to the emi- 

WR _  rgrations/of:1thoſe:learhed] Gueelkes;| which! proved ſ happy for 
ee Europe. - Phe' weſtern) world-was ſtill buried in ignorance; 
Anſtead of true ſcience, à philoſophiecal jargon obtained in the 
́ nin; inbarbarous Ratinity, paſſed 

„„ current ſor real At Conſtantinople-they ſtill re- 
B ſome ſhare of ſeience, and had · a cefiſted taſte for poe try 
„ and eloquence. They had, likewiſe, preſerved the purity of 
| | their language, enen which was intirely loſt in the 
Weſt of Europe Thoſe who cultivated literature, ter- 
3 , 8 ſtorms Which the ambition of princes, the 
. g 1 fanaticiſm ob prieſts, and the rogues f the Turkiſh arms, had 
raiſed in their country, went to ſock in Italy a happier abode, 

5 5 2 peaceably dedicate themſelves to the ſwects 
| | EONS bf ſtudious retirement. The inis for tunes that befel the capi- 
„ Aal, by baniſhing ſuch à number of learned men out of its bo- 
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g the minds of ten, tate revived upon ſceing e, 
- great models. 13 imitators aroſe, who wrote with * 


much purity; as elegance in the Greek and Latin languages: 
The moſt eminent of thoſe fugitives,” whoſe names this part of 
he Enrgpean world ought never to forget, were 'Chryſoloras, 
wie firſt made known the arts of Greece in Italy; Theodore 
| Gaza, who tranſlated into Latin Ariftotle's Hiſtory of Animals, 
_ ani; the Aphoriſms of Hippocrates ; George of Trebiſonde, ſe- 
eretaty to pope Nicholas V. Demetrius Chalcondylus, who 
- eompoſed the firſt Greek grammar; cardinal Beſſarion, whom 
John Paleologus brought with him to the council of Conſtance; 5 | 
_ od, finally; Cbnſtantihe Laſcaris, who did rot think"he ſhould . 
diſhondut the blood of the emperors, Which ran in his veins, 
_ by gividg public lectures in Meſſina. The Greek maſters ſoon 
* the pleaſure of ſeeing ſcholars improve in proportion to the 
care they took in inſtructing them; and theſe afterwards became 
"able teachers, Schools of the ſame nature were opened through- | 
e Italy; the purity of the Latin and Greek languages was re- 
; and their ane, 5 el were at laſt moſt 
been diſcovered: . 1 2 ee THY 20018 
Mos of the Greek fagitives ith ther" repattbd- 10 i Floteiied; which 
ede them a e he {fins Coſmo of Medici 
Was only a pre mpg but a merchant known and reſpected 
at both ends of our hemiſphere: he was the friend of se, e 
- the; patron and protector of learning: his deſcendants troddt 
in bis footſteps, and genius and virtue conducted them to 
dhe fovereighty: This family was in the beginning of its great- 
. when learning and che baniſhed arts made their appearance 
in Italy. The generous princes of this houſe invited them to 
F and loaded them with favours.” The taſte was ſoon com- 
muniesteck to the neighbouring ſtates; and even Rome itfeiif Wong 
____ adopted it. Leo X. T . e 
eee n 5 Go 


© Bur fee! eich niuſe in Leo's golden days e eee 
Start from her trance, Aue er wither boys. Ky n Gr n 
r. me EU e Tur 88 
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1 ny: 1 * n reserva WY 
. de themſelnen in riths leaned 
V 5 77 2: Were very numerbust we hall mention: emy be 

„„ 1 ee. - Poggine who was tor crete, and. ©. 
. i for pure-Jatinity,. nervous thoughts, .and/.an chocution | + 
WRC in WS '  bychis coitical r | 

SR pg TN. de in Rome. His principal work is his Treatiſe upon FE 
W 175 | Elegances of the Latin Language,: which envy (unjuſtly accuſed = 
e m with Francis Philel- 


WM 9 Bate the beſt gracamarian; of his age ; Marſilius Ficinus, who 
e Plato and the diſciples i of that great philoſopher 
his excellent graſlations f choſe amore, Prom of | 


| l —̃̃ — 
4B Fg OS followed by a numbor of celebrated) writers; ſuch 28 Sadelet. 


about this time, appeared Sir Thomas More and Linacer; in 
Dise Bacsus z in end Fraun in German Slcidatius,, 
2 | dad Mareſchallus Thurius that great ee e 

. | ; 1 | BYE | Roſtock... * I Justin Sin $ e Annen A. N. 3A. CR, + 8 
Bas. dmg lane. Lune languages were gainers' hy theſe: eien Wen 
EY _— were deſirous. of  evriching- theinſelvos wink the eafutee | 

1 ate Anti im eee ee happy in being cultivated. 
. 1 Bs Inks | bt Dante, ä 
3 | 8 energy hich the: found in bis adele in 


> 33 he — ani; his. pom. en Hell, flled with che moſt. „ 
5 * 5 | ers | Penarch en- | 
Woes: 77 ſpired it with. a freetncls dar has immoerlived hi. 6bjo@, . | 


5 „ nes e Laura. Boccace, the 2 5 Petrarch,.. wrote. ins 
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| Snot ni Tg ̃ ˖ ell of he Ar eee, Ol 
oo, Sannazerio,/' Benibo;” Gravina” Trifine, Machiave wid © © <7 
| Buicciardin;"are no leſt celebrated for the beauty of their ON ET , 
| chan or the intrinſie'merit of their compoſitioenss | 2 
Wo eu other countries the'living languages were nor o carefully | bs 2» 
" cultivated as in Italy. The — abſorbed in 
diſputes, heglected to poliſh their idiom.” The Euglim made | 
efforts, which were not very ſueceſsful: che taſte of literature „ — 
du revtved in this kingdom; but very little ©: ent 29 89 KG 
given to the mother-tongue. The feeble lights which had : 
eee in the halcyon. days of Henry VIII. were ex- 
the ſtorms which diſturbed the cloſe of that reign. 
— ſome efforts to imitate the improvements of Italy: 
among thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelves this way, we may +22 
_ remark Clopinel; {6 well known by his continuation of the - "C00 
Nomance of the Roſe; John Le Maire, who ſhewed ſome ima- | 
gination in poems, which were admired in that age; Froiſſard, 
Monſtrelet, and Commines, whoſe hiſtories wry great eſteem, 
_ thoiigh'thoir Þs-now obſolete and almoſt unintelligible 3 
while the 10g of- that ſame rn phe? eqnfidered 29 the f 
An e e 
| - US (of Lambs 0 Fabllitated ee FENG 
In former ages ſtudents were -obliged: to have 
recoutſe to ſcarce. and incorrect manuſeripts: thus fei had the / 
means of inſtruction; and fearcy any man eould acquire with 
_ exatineſs. "Advantages of an oppoſite nature were derived from 
: the road to Wirsing was made fmooth and ſecure; 
1 works: of the ancients were ſought they were printed: 
- they were read z and texts corrupted by ignorance were reſtored. 
5 The rules of grammar were known with er and the 
Kyle of the ancients imitated with ſueceſs. Nite ee, en „ , 
Sci ner, properly {6 called, ay se as de ase Bc 6 bored re, 5 1 
in Eutope by the Arabs, ſome time after the eſtabliſiment of | 
che empire of the caliphs' in the Eaſt. The ardor of 'conqu ueſt 
3 ertinct, thoſe people applied themſelves to the ſtudy 
n aſtronomy, medicine,” natural . _ 
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e . were the reſtorers and -improvers of, algebra. They likewiſe 
E CE CO CEL. 


* Havqurite. notion. af a —— as 
important branch of natural knowledge. Though theß 


they were extremely 


| TR A ky :kward in natural philoſophy: and. metaphyſics... This -e. 
| I: Ariſtotle, - . 
| EF as thoſe of ſeveral other G a 
| trandlated i into their language. png Arabic: — 
dn the the ſchoolmen borrowed their barbaruùs jar- 
e gon, which. proved ſuch an abſtacle to the inereaſe of re 
. Tb tt esso war iini 13 a20dr: Amin l i 
: | Tur revival of mathematical: g was; however, wr 
| ing to the tranſlations of the ancient Greek writers. It wass 
9 dhe, about this hat the true taſte for thoſe ſtudies 
| | | V itſelf, being SEMI anto. vogue — 4 
1 OL e eee 1 ee Theſe were ea E — 4 
0 Lucas de Burgo wrote conciſe methodical tracts on the principles 
e | .of geometry, arithmetic, and algebra. Sopn after-araſe a ge 
R dite for, ING» ; e apa invented a a s of 0 | 
. ee tie inte fexior. i { 
5 nt age, but utter n 
1 1 00 OI to Aon D 511 Tat. 
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- cemtof their-urt. Painting, aided by the talentb of this artiſt, e 

J..; from an infant tate eopafe@tmiers ' = 
mr Heultoniſhed his maſters, hem he equatted'th iet ut? 1 

_ ndifthepictureewhich he has left us are ns lowger eünderef e 9 
maſtei pieces, it is wing to his having been ſucceeded by thoſe oe e 9 
vitprizing' men; whon the Zeuxiss and Apelles's would haves — : 
 dreadedas rivals. He founded the fchool of Florence, the miöſt 


ancient in the Weſt it was famous ever from its s infüncy, and 


Pelle in prudbezng Uluftrions Persons z. from it Were feen to 1 
die Giotto, Organia, Veroquio, Perugine, and above all Leo- | 
Burde Vinci; who added to the glory of their works, that of 180 1 _ 5 
| | having: formed the: greateſt maſters. Antony of Meſſina, the Mer | _ 
firſt Italian that ever painted with oil-colours;-and Bellino, who thy 
tobhed him of his ſecret, in order to communicate it generouſly | N 2 
eee has de foundation of the Venetian ſhoo!'; whillt- . ä 
the Van-eiks did the fame honour to Planders. | 
-ScovLPTuRE, whoſe progreſs always follows der kühe | 1 0 NR 
; Wis revived: at the ſame time upon the banks of the Arno and 
5 he Tiber Tada,” Piſani,” and Donato, dug up the antiquities © 1 
| Which had, during ſo many ages, lain buried under the ruins of 33 5 1 
the Roman cities ; they taught men how to ſeek true beauties — 
from the imitation of nature; they meditated upon tlie regularit oF 
ol features; the juſtneſs of proportions; the delicacy-of contoars, 1 
ah che art of drapery: by ſketches reiterated with ſueceſs they „ 1 
cume at laſt to hit on the manner of their models, and made co. 21.0. 
__ pies'by which che eye might be impoſed upon. Architecture 
vas revived by the ſame efforts; Men at laſt opened their eyes: „ 
to contemplate the remains of thoſe majeſtic edifices erected to · FFF 
Jaupiter and Pallas. They perceived the merit of thoſe ordeks 18 „ 
of architecture, imagined by the Greeks, and ſo well copied b, | We 
the Romans. Noble columns were erected, in which juſtnefs'dv& — — —_ 
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n t 64 We Fiu, Kein sd i 
N conſpited to, promote the 
dune and. the arts ;; the people WhO had neglected: em, the 
priaces Who, had ſoarned hem, the popes who hated them, 
mirable performances, ; encouraged the artiſta 
| their emulation hy favours, and 1 | 
nius — — power. The great Coſmo, the moſt reſpectable Pere 
ſon of the age in which he lived Julian of Medici, theorcle:of 
contemporary princes z Nicholas V. Leo IX. Robert of | 
ho Wat conſidered as the moſt excellent monarch of his time: 


ring the: Eun 
N n 8. ene 54 50 
bee eee 
did: nder reſtore _ See of 
genius ſettlad them r 


century. The general opinion is, that the inventor was/Flivio' 
an inhabitant of Melfi, a- city in the kingdom of Naples. it 
ſeems;: in fact, to be due to the who the 

;bject to the houſo of Anjou, placed a flower de luce over the': 
needle. Mariners, guided by this ſurprizing machine, were nod 
longer afraid to deviate froni their latitude. In vain did elouds: 
conocal the ſtars, the only 
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Then had a fed point Which ſucwed the at 8 
et liberty to ſuil in the moſt remote parts of the fea; and ad- 45 
_ vadice to the extreme regions of the earth! The vaſt ocean; e 
which was before conſidered as an abyſs dug by the Rund ef na 
be ſeparate mortals, became an eaſy paſſage formed to 
unite them. New climates were diſcovered 6h every fide, amd 
Sega: land offered themſelves to the eyes of navigators. e | 
Africa was.coaſted, and its ſavage inhabitants loaded our veſſels Lag 
with their ivory and their gold. Our ſhips ſailed round the 
© cadiſts:of-\Afia, which paid us the tribute of their ſilks. The 
moſt remote tracts of the Eaſt- Indies were | ptnctrated; and 
152 . their valnable productions exchanged ſor our meaneſt warts. 

Japan being diſcovered, the manufactures of thoſe iſlands were 

brought into our ports, which greatly heightened our luxury. 

China was explored, and its morality ſurpriz ed the ſages of Eu- 

rope, juſt as its induſtry animated the emulation of our artiſts. 
Thas navigation made a continual progreſs eaſtward : and for : 
 thisithe world" was obliged to the daring ſpirit wit of the Portu» {i 
gueſe.: This progreſs of navigation gave'rife to a hem branch of 
| commerce. The productions of Africa 4 new fort.of ß 
' ecmmioditics into Europe; and the Portugueſe carrying on a 
direct commerce with the Indies, deprived: Venice of tie ſources. 
_ of hey grandeur. England began to figure as a maritime power, 
and. ite wools. were already become a conſiderable object of 1s 
exportation. Induſtry triumphed in the Lo Countries ; 
manufactures of cloths, camblets, and tapeſtry, flouriſhed at 
Shent, Bruges, and. Antwerp, Whither all went in 
queſt of them. This is what rendered thoſe cities ſo powerful, | 
and gave the dukes of Burgundy the means of outſhining all 
other European potentates in the grandeur of their court, 3 
Bur the Weſt preſented a very different. face of affairs. The . 
Spaniards, guided by: a foreigner, ſailed upon waves ſtill more ; 
unknown; and; braving alk dangers,” went in queſt of ei 
mortals, and to diſcoyer another hemiſphere. If the merit of. 
great men ſhould be eſtimated by the genius required to form tnße | 
, pts ago ating; neee . 

| 11. * | 198 Bobs 6: | a 
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ration added à new ray of light to reaſon. A new race of men 
metaphyſicians with bold ideas; ſtrunge plants enrich- 
ed botany, and afforded freſh lights tophyfic. New phenomena 
enlightened the minds of men in natural philoſophy: a new 
heaven preſented to the view new ſtats, und produred new con- 


jectures. The Ptolemaic ſyſtem of the univerſe fell into con- 
tempt, and Copernicus diſcovered the true ole. 
 Svcn' were the advantages which teſulted to the 
| world, from thoſe two great and-i | t events, the reform 
ation of religion, and the reſtoration of learning. The country 
of Mecklenburg, in particular, boaſt of this revolution, | 
as the era of its domeſtic happineſs. Its civil and 
_ conſtitution being then eſtabliſhed upon ſolid foun 
der the wiſe government of Henry the the manners of 
the people were poliſhed and refined, commerce revived; arts 
Tciences flouriſhed 1 ne, the x 
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